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Surface Transportation Board, Case Control Unit
395 E st. SW
Washington DC 20423

Re: Harsimus Branch Embankment, Docket No. AB-167 (Sub No. 1189X)

Dear Sirs: 
For over forty years I have explored the connection between people and landscape through both land management and academic research. My current appointment as Associate Professor of Professional Practice and the Director of the Environmental Planning and Design program within the Department of Landscape Architecture at Rutgers The State University allows for the connection of real world land use issues with cutting edge research.  In particular our lab (Urban Forestry) focuses on the adaptive reuse of  prost-industrial sites such Harsimus Branch Embankment.
The lab seeks to further define ecological function as a product of assembly theory, focused on urban novel communities. We attempt to establish new references, associated with ecological functions of urban soils of novel urban assemblages. Novel assemblages often referred to as “urban wildlands” appear to function in spite of the environmental stressors of the urban environment. They developed unique patterns of species diversity/distribution; models of primary productivity and carbon sequestration that are driven by threshold tolerances, and develop along nontraditional guild trajectories. Within these domains our research address current knowledge gaps and develop correlations between ecological function and the socio-economic character of the urban environment.
While the draft supplemental Environmental Assessment presents current conditions and issue surrounding the abandonment of the Harsimus Branch Embankment accurately, it is what was not included that concerns me.  As significant piece of open space within the most densely populated region of the country, the benefits it currently provides to the surrounding community were not addressed.   These benefits include but are not limited to ecosystem services such as hydrologic cycling, carbon sequestration, nutrient cycling wildlife refugia and storm water catchment. A study done on a larger site within Liberty State park, about a mile from the Embankment demonstrated that such services were worth approximately two million dollars per year. 
We would hope that the final Environmental Assessment could address such issues and recommend that these services that are currently provided are part of the calculation when considering the Embankments future use.
Thank you.

Sincerely,


Frank Gallagher, Ph.D.
Director, Environmental Planning 
Department of Landscape Architecture
School of Environmental & Biological Sciences
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
93 Lipman Drive - Blake Hall 112
New Brunswick, NJ  08901-8524
973 919 4123
Gallaghergreen.com
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