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RailAmeiica, Inc . New F'ngland Cential Railroad, Inc and Connecticut Southern
Raihoad. Inc (collectively "RailAmenta") opposes the leque&is foi oral aigument and
foi an extension of the date for service of final decision made by The Committee foi
Bettei Rail Set vice in Maine (the "Committee") tiled Septembei 5. 2008, the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of'I lanspoitation and Public Woiks,
U S ('lay Pioduccis Tiaffic Association, Inc , and New Rngljpd Southern Raihoad Co
(the "Petitioners") on Scptcmbui 11,200K, and by the Biotheihood of Maintenance of
Way Employees Divisioii/IBT jnd the Biotheihood of Raihoad Signalmen ("'Liboi")un
Septembei 15, 2008

In adopting the schedule in this piocecding, the Board piuvided an oppoitunity loi
public comment, and many pa i ties participated A second opportunity to repeat
uimments is not necessary

The PctiLioncts contend lhal the abbicviaicd schedule that piovided one
oppoitunity foi comments cithet did not allow paities to addicts the issues fully or did
not result in resolution of the issues Thciefore, the Petitioneis seek oial argument so that
panics can teiteiate then positions to the Roaid 01 explain the unresolved issues
Petitioners seek to convince the Roaid that the single icsponse is unusual However, it i*.
the Bnaid's practice lo pcimit a single leply See 49 C f R §J 1 1 1 1 9, 1 1 1 2 2, 1121 4.
1146 I, and 1147 1 Petitioneis have not justified the lepetition of the positions set foith
in the August 11,2008 comments at oral aigumenl Based on the comments and icphcs,
l he Boaid is L a pa Me uf delcimir.ing wheie theie aie unresolved issues and do not itrqunc
an oial aigument tu detcimmc which issues to icsolve
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The Boaid denied a lequest fin oial aigument wheie the opponents ol'lhe
liansaction aigued that oral argument "would allow the parties to explain the need to
condition the pi o posed Liansaction and to answer any questions I ha I the Boaid may
have " The Board i ensured that " The iceord is sufficient foi the Boaid to icaeh an
mtoimcd decision based on the written submissions Holding an otal aigumcnt appeals
unlikely to yield additional lelcvanl infoimillion Thus, the request for oial aigument will
be denied " Norfolk Southern Coiporation and Norfolk Southern Railway Company-
Control and Consolidation Exempnon-Algen, Window and WeMei n Railway Company,
STB Finance Docket No 14830 ( S I I I seived May 15,2006) The Boaid has also denied
oia! aigument because " I he iccoid toi these pioeeedmgs is a heady extensive iind
contains the mtbimation we need to rule on the questions before us " Honey Geek
Railroad Inc Petition for Oeclaratoi v Order, STB Finance Docket No 34869 (STB
served June 4.2008) at 3 See also, Canadian Pacific Railway Company, ht Al -
Control—Dakota. Minnesota i£ Ea&tei n Railroad Corp. F.t Al, S I'B Finance Docket No
350X1 (SIB served lune 12, 2008) at 2

Based upon a levicw of the ;ccoid betoie the Boaid, RuilAmenea contends that
this ''record is sufficient for the Board to reach an informed decision" and that an oral
aigument is not necessaiy Theiefoie, RailAmeiica lespectfully requests the Boaid lo
deny the lequesis for oial aigument and for .in extension of the date hu set vice of final
decision

RailAmeiica :s eliling this notice of intent lo participate 'I hank you loi youi
assistance If you have any questions please call 01 email me

Sineet

(Jilomer
Attorney for RailAinenca, Inc.,
New Qngland Ccntial Raihoad, Inc
Connecticut Southern Raihoad, Inc
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