S

K322y

FLETCHER & SIPPEL Lic

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacke: Drive Phene (312) 252-1500
Su:ze 920 Fax (312) 252-2400
Chicago, lllirots 60606-2832 www fletcher-sippel com

TIOMAS ). LITWU ER
(312) 252-1508
tl.ewder@flercher-sippel corm Aupgust 11, 2008

PVRR-3
ViA ELECTRONIC FILING

Ms. Anne K. Qunian

Acting Secretary

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20423

Re. Finance Docket No. 35147
Norfolk Southern Railway Company, Pan Am Railways, Inc., et al. —
Joint Control and Operating/Pooling Agreements —
Pan Am Southern LL.C

Dear Secretary Quinlan.

Pursuant to Decision No. 2 1n the above-captioned proceeding, Pioneer Valley
Railroad Company, Inc. ("PVRR") hereby files these comments on the proposal of Norfolk
Southern Railway Company ("NS") and Pan Am Railways, Inc to create Pan Am Southem LLC
("PAS") to operate certain rail lines 1n New England.

PVRR is a Class III ra1l carrier and a wholly-owned subsidiary of Pinsly Railroad
Company, operating rail lines between Westfield and Holyoke, Massachusetts PVRR
mterchanges with CSX Transportation, Inc. at Westfield, and has an inactive, out-of-service
interchange with Boston & Maine Corporation/Spnngfield Terminal Raillway Company ("ST™)
in Holyoke, on trackage that would be transferred to PAS under the proposed transaction
Efforts to devclop an operable interchange and reasonable rate divisions with ST for the
movement of traffic over Holyoke have not been successful.

PVRR has engaged in productive discussions with NS, pursuant to which PVRR
and PAS would each pay for the rehabilitation and reactivation for their portions of the Holyoke
interchange, and PVRR would be assured that PAS and 1ts owners would reasonably cooperate
m rate-making, division and operational arrangements for the movement of traffic Contingent
on successful completion of those discussions, PVRR would support the proposed transaction
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I certify that a copy of this filing has been served by overmght delivery on
counsel for the Applicants, and by first class mail, postage prepaid, on all other parties of record

in this proceeding.
1ited,
V.4
Omas J. Litwiler
Attorney for Pioneer Valley
Railroad Company, Inc
TIL Al

cc: Parties of Record



