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Churchill County, Nevada hereby submits the following comments concerning DOE’s
requested authority to construct a spur rail line from Caliente, Nevada to the Yucca
Mountain facility.

Nevada Rail Corridor SEIS and Rail Alignment EIS
Lack of Detailed Analysis of Impacts from Rail Line Construction

The Rail Alignment EIS did not contain sufficient information for the various resource
impacts. There are only general descriptions of the resources being impacted.
Furthermore, DOE posiponcd certain analysis until the construction phase. For example,
impacts 10 cultural resources are largely unknown and will not be fully investigated until
construction. Most subject areas are only given cursory treatment.

Many of the Churchill County’s original scoping comments were largely ignored 1n the
EIS. The EIS ignored potential impacts to:

o Radiation Health and Safety The EIS has not examined potential direct, indirect
and cumulative impacts to public health.
Altcrnatives routes around the Walker River Reservation.

o Transportation options for generator sites that will not use rail. DOE increased
the estimates of shipments, but did not indicate wherc they would come from or

how they would rcach the proposed repository. This situation is a direct result of
a decision to construct a rail hine.
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e Cumulative analysis of all potential future rail shipments to Yucca Mountain were
largely ignored. DOE needs to disclose the fu!l potential of rail shipments to
Yucca Mountain.

The STB must require DOE to thoroughly analyze and quantify potential impacts from
rail construction and operations. The SEIS and Rail Alignment EIS lacks sufficient detail
about impacts. DOE has proposed mitigation boards as a means to address potential
issues, but does not have the information in the SEIS and Rail Alignment EIS to
determinc whether mitigation is required. DOE has not evaluated all potential safety and
health-related risks that may arise from its Caliente corridor. Additionally, DOE
recognizes that its preferred route is not the optimum route for transporting rail shipments
of spent fuel and high-level waste to the proposed repository.

Lacks specific Committed Mitigation and Monitoring Measures

The EIS lacks specific committed mitigation throughout the document. DOE needs to
provide spccific mitigation measures for resources impacts. DOE attempts to substitute
Section 7 O (Best Management Practices and Mitigation) as mitigation. It is simply a
restatement of the regulatory framework already applicable to DOE activities with
respect to rail construction. This is a major construction project affecting both public and
private lands in both corridors.

The STB must require specific and dedicated mitigation and monitoring measurcs as a
condition of this project.

A Through-Going Rail Line Increases Operational Efficiencies

A through going rail linc provides significant benefits to the national and regional rail
sysiems. Such a route would also allow spent fuel to flow into the rcpository from both
the north and the south, reducing congestion along the rail line, enhancing the security for
the individual shipments, and reducing the total number of shipments that will be passing

through each point along the route. A through going route would better serve shipments
from western generator sites.

The proposed Caliente spur line will provide rail service to individuals and companies
that are currently not receiving rail service. However, the rail line will have extremely
limited effect on the rail system efficiencies in Southern Nevada, and virtually no effect
on the efficiencies or rail infrastructure outside Nevada.,

The STB needs to consider the national and regional benefits of a through going rail line
and consider options which maximize this potential.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Rex J. Massey, hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document was
served on the following Parties of Record by (1) first-class mail, postage paid, (2) e-mail as
shown, or (3) other expeditious method, this day of July 9, 2008.

Rex J. Massey
Churchill County, Nevada
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LIST OF PARTIES OF RECORD

Paul H. Lamboley

50 W Liberty Street

Bank of America Plaza, Suitc 645
Reno, NV 89501
phlamboley@aol.com

Robert Alan Kemp
Awation Technologies Ltd.
4959 Talbot Lane, Umt #69
Reno, NV 89509

Honorable Shelley Berkley

U.S House of Representatives

405 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Louws E. Gilomer

The Adams Building

600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301
Towson, MD 21204
Lou_gitomer@venzon.net

Jan Cole

Caliente Hot Springs Resort LLC
6772 Running Colors Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 89131
johnhhuston@grnaii.com
jancole@!land-water.com

Dawvid Wnight

Nuclear Waste Strategy Coalition
P.O. Box 5233

Pinehurst, NC 28374
thenwsc@nc.rr.com

Fred Millar

915 S Buchanan Street, Apt 29
Arlington , VA 22204
fmillar@erols.com

John E. Hadder

Healing Ourselves & Mother Earth
P O. Box 6595

Reno, NV 89513
hadder@gbis.com
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Barry S Neuman

Carter Ledyard & Milburn LLP
701 8th Street, N.W,, Suite 410
Washington, DC 20001
neuman(@clm.com

G. Paul Moates

Sidley Austin LLP
1501 K Street, NW.
Washington, DC 20005
pmoates@sidley com

Mayor Kevin Phillips

City of Caliente

P.O Box 158

Caliente, NV 89008
Kevin@]cturbonet.com
Johnbrownlaw@gmail.com

Kevin W Bell

Califorma Energy Commission
1516 9°h Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Gracian Uhalde
P.0. Box 151088
Ely, NV 89315

Deborah Teske

Lander County

315 S. Humboldt Street
Battle Mountain, NV 89820
dteskc@landercounty.org

Linda Mathias

Mineral County Nuclear Projects
Office

P.O. Box 1600

Hawthorne, NV 89415
yuccainfo@muineralcountynv.org

Connie Simkins

N-4 State Grazing Board
P O. Box 461

Panaca, NV 89042
ninescattle@yahoo.com
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Bradley L. Levine

United States Department of Energy
Office of the General Counsel (GC-52)
1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20008

Bradley.Lcvine(@hg doe gov

Jeffrey D VanNiel, Esq.
530 Farrington Court
Las Vegas, NV, 89123
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