
CITY OF CALIENTE
P O. Dm 1006 • Calicme. Ncvnda 89008 • (775) 726-3131 • Fax (775) 726-3370

1ulvl.2U08

Secretary
Surface I'ransportauon Board
3*>5 i: Street S W
Washington. DC 20423-UOI

Subject: Comments on the United States Department of Energ} *s Application to the
Surface Transportation Board for a Certificate of Public Convenience und
Necessity.

Reference Finance Docket No 35106

'I he C iiy of Cahente. Nevada, understands thai tlic U S Department of Energy (DOE)
intends on constructing a railroad within Nevada lor the pnmaiy purpose of transporting
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive \vastc The DOli picviously issued a Record
ol Decision designating the Calicnte Rail Corridor as the preferred rail corridor within
Ne\ada for construction and operation of this railroad. Subsequently, more detailed
NF.PA analysis has been conducted and the DOH has issued its final environmental
impact statement that specifies an alignment within the Caliente Rail Corridor us the
preferred alignment in which to construct this railroad The City of Caliente will be the
onl> cil\ within Nevada which will be directly impacted by the construction and
operation of this lailroad

The City of Caliente. Neuida, fully supports and endorses the DOC's application foi a
Certificate of 1'ublic Convenience and Necessity for shared use of tins railroad The Cit\
of Ca I ionic fervcntl) believes that the DO II intends to construct this railroad with or
\\ilhoui the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity. Granting the Certificate of
Public Convenience and Necessity \\ill be an important first step in helping to mitigate
the environmental and socioeconomic impacts to the City of Culientc.

Throughout the eonstiuetion and operation oi the lailrond and the geologic repository
any delays in shipments due to inevitable i ail road construction, maintenance and
iipciutiun issues will ha\e a direct impact on the City ol Caliente Additionally, the DOI'.
does not currently ha\e the I und ing to construct the railroad The DOh should therefore
he requiiod to construct one or more miermodal facilities and capabilities in the City ol
C aliente. Ncxudu. prior to constructing the railroad itself Fhisi \xill allow for operational-

}'. i educe the chances ol shipments ̂ 'high-level radioactive waste silling in the
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Cii) of Ciilicmc awaiting resolution of the inevitable rail issues thai \\ill occur, and
maxunr/c the economic benefit of the railroad to the public

'I he City of Caliente. Ne\ada. heieby requests that the S I'H place the following
condition!* on the Certificate of Public Comcmencc and Necessity

1 The DO1"! is required to construct one of more intermodal facilities within the City
ofCalienlc

2 The DOC is required to consult \\ith dirccll) affected cities and counties to
determine the appiopriate placement of sidings to maximr/e the economic
benefits ot the railroad in order to help mitigate potential negative sociooconomic
impacts to these communities.

3 The DOF is required to fund the construction of sidings as agreed upon during the
consultation process, with the understanding that ihe IX)Ii and all other parties
involved in the consultation will be reasonable in determining the number, length
and location of sidings

The City of Cahcnic appreciates the opportunity to have our vie\\s considered during this
process. We believe the S 1'B will iccoivc adequate written information upon which to
make a determination and do not feel an oral hearing is required Ho\\e\cr. if (ho S'l 11
would like additional information from the C uy of Calicnte legardmg oui perspectives.
we would he pleased to cither appear bcfoie the STB or provide additional written
information to the STB as requested

Respectfully suhntfuud.

rips. Mayor
CilvorCulmntc.NV


