CITY OF CALIENTE

P O. Box 1006 ¢ Caliente, Nevada BO0OOS » {775) 726-3131 « Fa (775) 7263370

luly 1. 2008

Sceretary

Surface Pransportation Board
J9S L Street S W
Washigton, D € 20423-001

Subject: Comments on the United States Department of Energy *s Application to the
Surface Transportation Board for a Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity.

Referenee Finance Docket No 35106

‘The City of Caliente. Nevada. understands that the U S Department ol Enerpy (DOE)
intends on constructing a railroad within Nevada for the pnimary purpose of transporting
spent nuclear fuel and high-leve] radioactive waste The DOT: previously 1ssued a Record
ol Deaision designating the Caliente Rinl Cormdor as the preferred rml comidor within
Nesada for construction and operation of thss ratiroad. Subscquenily. more detiled
NEPA analvsis has been conducted and the DOFE has 1ssued its final environmental
inpict statement that specifies an ahgnment within the Cahente Ruf Corndor as the
preferred alignment i which to construct this ralroad ‘The Ciiy of Caliente wall be the
oaly ity within Nevada which wall be directly impacted by the construction and
aperation of this yulroad

The City ol Caliente. Nevada, tully supponts and endorses the DOL s application for «
Certiticate of Pubhic Convenience and Necessity for shared use of thius riailioad “The City
ol Cabenic fervently behieves that the DOE intends to construct this ranlroad wath or
without the Certuficate of Public Convenience and Necessity, Granting the Certificate of
Public Convenience and Necessity will be an important first step i helpig to mungate
the environmenta) and sociocconomic impacts Lo the City of Caliente.

Throughout the constiietion and operation of the 1ailroad and the geologie repository
any delays in shipments due to inevitable 1ailroad construction. maintenance and
upetation ssues will have a direet impact on the City ol Cahente Additionally. the DOL
docs not currently have the fundimg to construet the rnlroad  'he DOL should thereiore
he required W construct one or more intermadal tacihbics ind capabilities i the City of
Caliente, Nevada, priotr to constructing the ratlroad tsell” This wil allow for operational.
eilivieney. reduce the chances ol shipments of high-leyv el radioactive waste sitting 1n the

cmatl plvtle@dam ofealnie com



Ciy of Caliente awarting resolution of the inesitable rail issues that wall occur, and
maxinze the cconopie benelit of the raslroad to the public

The City of Cahiente, Neyada. hereby reguests that the S I'B place the lollowing
conditions on the Certificate of Public Conyvenience and Neceswity

1 The DOT, 15 required to construct one of more intermodal facihities wathin the City
of Calhiente

2  The DOC 1s required to consult with dircetly affected citics and counties 1o
dewernune the appropriate placement of sidings 1o maximtze the economic
benetits of the ralroad m order (o help mitigate potential negative sociocconomie
impacts to these communities.

3 The DOF is required to lund the construction of sidings as agreed upon durning the
consultation process. with the understanding that the DOE and all other parties
invoh ed 1n the consultation wall be reasonable in determinmg the number, length
and location of sidings

The City of Calienle appreciates the opportunity to have our views considered during this
process. We believe the STB will iecerve adequate written information upon which o
make a determmnation and do not feel an oral hearing 19 required However. if the 818
waould like additional information Irom the Ciuy of Caliente 1egarding ow perspectines.,
we would be pleased 10 either appear before the STB or provide additional writien
information to the STB as requested

Respecttully subimited.

Kevin Plullips. Mayor
City of Caliente, NV



