July 8, 2008

Surface Transportauon Board

Attn STB Ex Parte No 677 (Sub-No 1)
395 I¢ Streer, SW

Washington, DC 20423-0001

Dear Sic/Madam

On behalf of the members of the National Associauon of Whear Growers (NAWG), | am
submutting comments 1n response to the notice of public heanng in Fx Parte 677 (Sub-No 1),
Common Curnter Obligution of Ratlrouds — Transportation of Hazardons Muatenrah, July 22 2008

Whear grower across the country hay e become very concerned wath the rulroads’ dosire to be
rehieved of their common catrier obliganon of transporting matenals that are toxic-by-inhalation,
parucularly anhydrous ammonia Anhydrous ammonia 1s a varal and essential plant nutnient that s
criical to the producton of wheat and other staples of our nation’s lood supply

Anhydrous ammona 1y the least costly and mosr effective souree of nitrogen fernbzer for U S
farmers According to USDA's Economic Research Senvice, agniculture alone uses about 3 8 nulhon
tons of 1t per year in direct apphcation Anhydrous ammonia 15 also the pnmary ingredient 1n all
other mtrogen fernlizers and 1s used to produce phosphate ferulizers

Agricultural infrastructure 1n many pacts of the country was budt around the use of anhydrous
ammonta It has taken many years ol careful planming and development to create a safe and
sophisticated infrastructure to deliver it 1o the mosr rural areas and farms in the US| and
transporung 1t by ral 1 the safest and most efficient method available for getting it to farmers
I'hough anhydrous ammunia can be rransported by truck, one rail tank car can rransport as much
anhydrous ammonia as four trucks and transportation by rail takes a hughly hazardous commodity
off our nation’s highways where the potennal for accidents and public release 15 many nmes greater
than that on the ruls From producton facihtics to ammoma tenunals, disrabunon centers and
dealer storage tanks that supply ammoma bullers, nurse tanks and farm production — ral 1» simply
the only truly effectn e way to et this essennal input 1o farmers 1¢1s simply not feasible to think
that the ferubizer industry could provide this essenual product to U'S farmers without the ability to
ship by rail



I'he railroads’ common carnier obhigation, codified by Congress in the Interstate Commerce Act in
1967 and reaffirmed by Congress in the Staggers \ct, clearly shows that Congress intended to keep
the ralroads from selecung which shippers to serve and which commaodities to transport based
purelv their sclf interest While we recognize the signuficant role the $1B has in it advisory role -
making recommendations to Congress on ralroad common carnier oblyations - we believe only
Clongress has the authonity to change this oblgation

With increased concern about escalating food prices, as well as food shortages around the world, 1t1s
crtical that wheat farmers and other commodity producers have access to anhydrous ammonia
where and when they need 1t so they can continue to produce the amount and quality of food the
nation and wortld need

On behalf of Amenca'’s wheat farmers, 1 urge vou to reject any petiton by the railroads to be
rehieved of thetr common carner oblyrnons i regards to materials thar are toxic-by -inhalaton,
espuctally anhy drous ammonia

Thank you for your attention to this matler

Sincerely,

Do Qe | '

David Cleavinger
President



