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Law OFrICES OF
1.ouis K, GITOMER

THF ADAMS BUII DING, SUNE 30}
601 BALTIMORE AVENUE
TOWSON MARYLAND 21204 4022

{202) 566-6512

FAX (410) 332-(8RS

June 23, 2008

Honorable Anne K., Quinlan
Acting Scerctary

Surface Transportation Board
395 L Street, S W
Washington, D. C. 20423

RE: ~ Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X), Mid-Michigan Rairoad, inc -
Abandonmeni Exemption—in Kent and loma Countics, Ml

Dear Acting Secretary Quinlan.

On February 28, 2008, the Mid-Michigan Ralroad, Inc (“MMRR™) filed a
Petition for Exemption to abandon a 15 83-mile rail line (the Line) between
mulcpost 137 83, southeast of Lowell, and milcpost 122 00, cast of Prairic Center, the end
of the Line, in Kent and lonia Counties, Ml (the “Line™). By decision scrved on April 4,
2008, the Surface Transportation Board granted the Petition subject to requining MMRR
to “retain 1ts interest in and take no steps to alter the historic ntegrity of all histone
propertics including sites, buildings, structures and objects within the projcet right-of-
way (the Area of Putential Eficct) eligible lor listing or listed in the National Register
until completion of the section 106 process of the NFHIPA MMRR shall 1eport back Lo
SCA 1egarding any consultations with the SHPO and the public ™ Mrd-Michigan
Ruailroad. Inc.—Abandonment Exemprivn—in Kent and lonia Counnes, Mi, S I'B Docket
No. AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X) (S B served April 4, 2008), at 5 (the *Decision™).

MMRR has completed its consultation with the Michigan Department of History.
Arts and Libraries, and received the enclosed letter indicating that “no adverse affect . .
on the Grand River Railroad Bridge .. provided the following condition is met: The
Grand River Railroad Bridge, located at Milepost 126.28 will remain in place ™ In the
Petition, MMRR indicated that it would not remove the bridges on the Line because it
intended to sell the Line for interim tian] use/rail banking. MMRR will accept this
condition and make 1t a requirement in any contract it enters to scll the Line for interim
tra] use/rail banking  As a result of this successful consultation and MMRR's acceplance
of the condition, MMRR respectfully requests the Surface ‘I'ransportation Board to
remove the historic condition imposed in ordering paragraph 1(3) of the Decrsion so that
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MMRR may move forward with the sale of the line for interim trail use/rinl banking.

MMRR 15 efiling this letter. Thank you for your assistance. If you have any
questions please call or email me.

/
Loy

Aftorney for Mid-Michigan Raulroad, [nc

Enclosure

Cc' Partics of Record



STATE OF MICHIGAN

JENNIFER GRANHOLM DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, ARTS AND LIBRARIES DR WILLIAM ANDERSON
GOVERNOR LANSING D RECTOR

June 16, 2008

TROY BRADY

SUREFFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
SECTION OF ENVIRONMENATAL ANALYSTS
395 E STRELT SW SUITE 1100
WASHINGTON DC 20423

RE: ER-Y9-392 STR Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Kent and lonia Counties (STB)

Deat Mr, Brady

Under the authonty of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, we
have reviewed the above-cited undertaking at the location noted above. Based on the information
provided for our review, il 1s the opiion uf the State Iistone Preservation Officer (SHPO) that the
proposed undertaking will have no adverse effect [36 CFR § 800 5(b)] on the Grand River Ratlroad
Bridge, which appears to meet the criteria for listing m the Nahonal Regster of Histone Places,
provided the following condition 18 met

o The Grand Raver Railroad Bridge, located at Milepost 126 28 will remain in place

If you cencur, the accompanying form must be signed by an agency official with legal and financial
nespunmbllliy for thc above-cited undenalung [36 C.'FR §'800 2(n)]. Please return the signed originnl to
us. 'Please note that the Section 106 review process will not be complete and the STB's responsibility 1o
comply wnh I6CFR § 800.4, “1dent: Gication of historic properties,” and 36 CFR § 800.5, “Assessment of
adverse elfects”, will not be fulfilled until we have received this letter with the oniginal signature of the
agency official. I the agency official disagrees with tus condition, then consultation with this office
shall be rcopened per 36 CFR § 800 5(a)

The views of the public are essential lo inforned decision making in the Section 106 process  Federal
Agency Officials or therr delegated awthuniues must plan o invalve the public 1n a manaer that reflects
the nature and complexity of the undertaking, its ¢ffects on histonc properties and other provisions per
36 CFR § 800 2(d) We renund you that Federal Agency Offic.als or their delegated authonties are
required to consult with the appropriate Indian tribe and/or Tribal Histone Preservation Officer (THPO)
when the undertaking may occur on or affect any historic properties on tibal lands [n all cases, whether
the project uceurs on tnbal lunds or not, Federa! Agency Officials or their delegated authonties are also
1equired (o make 2 reasonable and good faith effort to 1dent.fy any Indian tribes or Native Hawaian
organizations that might attach religious and cultural significance to historic properties in the area of
potential cffects and invite them to be consulting partics per 36 CFR § 800 2(¢-f)

he S:ate Ihistonie Preservation Office 1s not the office of record fur theis undertaking  You are therefore
asked to mamniam a copy of this letter with your environmental review record for this undertalang  1f the
scope of work changes 1n any way, or 1f artifacts ur bones are discovered, please notify this office
immediately

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE MICHIGAN MISTORICAL CENTER
702 WEST KALAMAZOO = P 0, BOX 32740 = | ANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-8240
{617) 373--630
www michigan.gav/hal



If you have any questions, please contact Brian Grenncll, Environmental Review Specialist, at
(5 17) 335-2721 or by emai! at ER@muchigan gov Please reference our project rumber in all
ation with this office regarding this undertaking Thank you for this opportunity to review

t, and for your cocperation

State [-Il.qtoric Prescivation Lfficer
BDC.JRII ROC bgy

Enclosure(s)

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE, MICHiGAN HISTORICAL CENTER
702 WEST KALAMAZOO « P O DOX 30740 » LANSING, MICHIGAN 48809-8240
{517) 373-1€30
www michigan gov/hat
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STATE OF MICHIGAN

JENNIFER GRANHOLM DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, ARTS AND LIBRARIES DR WILLIAM ANDERSON
GOVERNOR LANSING DIRECTOR
TROY BRADY

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
SECTION OF ENVIRONMENATAL ANALYSIS
195 E STREFT SW SUITE 1100

WASIHINGTON DC 20423

RF.  ACCEPTANCE LETTER
ER-99-392 STR Docket No AB-304 (Sub-No 12X), Kent and lonia Counties (STB),

We have recerved comments from the State IIistoiic Preservation Office (SHPO) 1n regards to the
above-cited undertakeng at ihe location noted above. We mtend to follow the cond:tions as spectlied by

the SHPO

1 conecur Daie:

PFruted name and title of agency official.

STATE HISTOR'C PRESERVATION OFFICE, MiC+IGAN hISTORICAL CENTER
702 WEST KALAMAZOQ = P QO R0X 39740 » L ANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-8240
{517) 3731630
www michigan gov/hal



