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Dear Madam/Sir

On Oclobei 22,2007, the Mid-Michigan Kaihoad, Jnc ("MMRR") served a
Combined Environmental and l-Iistonc Report (the "CKHR*') concerning the
abandonment of a 15 83-mile lail line between in lie post 137 83, southeast of Lowell, tmd
in lie post 122 00, cast of Piame Centei, the end of the line pioposed lor abandonment, in
Kent and Ionia Counties, MI (the "Line")

The CFJ [R madveilenily contained the descnption and pic tines of the wrong
bridges in answers thiee and four to the Historic Repoit poition of the CBHK Attached
is a revised CF.HR containing the con eel mfnimation foi the bridges and culverts on the
Line

If you have any questions, please contact me

Sincerely y
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COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
(49CFR 1105 7 and 1105 8)

Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X)

MID-MICHIGAN RAILROAD, INC -ABANDONMCN F LXEMP1ION-
IN KENT AND IONIA COUN I'lKS, MI

Dated October 22, 2007
Revised December 18,2007
Corrected January 24,20081

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(H Proposed Action and Alternatives Describe the proposed aetion, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that
may be involved, and any possible changes in cunent operations 01 maintenance practices Also
desciibc any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action Include a readable, detailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project

Mid-Michigan Railioad, Inc ("MMRR"') proposes to abandon the 15 83-rmlc rail line

between southeast of I-owe IK milepost 137 83, and east of Prairie Center, milcpost 122 00, the

end of (he line, in Kent and Ionia Counties, MI (the "Line") Upon receipt of abandonment

authority, MMRR proposes to convert the Line to interim trail use/rail banking under 16 U S C

§ 1247(d) through the sale or lease of the Line to a third party MMRR will salvage the track

and materials from the Line, but will leave the tics, ballast, bridges and culverts in place for the

use of the trail

Abandonment of the Line will result in the removal of the rail MMRR does not intend to

disturb any sub grade or sub grade structures and docs not intend to remove any bridge

stiucturcs. 1 he operations and maintenance of the line will cease Removal of the Line will

result in the elimination of nine public road crossings and 20 private crossings.

MMRR has corrected the bridge information in sections 3 and 4 of the Historic Report



In 2006 there were two shippers using the Line, Gallagher Farm Service

("Gallagher") and Standard Lumber, both located near Ionia. Gallagher has shipped eight cars in

2004, 11 cars in 2005,15 cars in 2006, and nine cars through June 2007 Standard Lumber has

shipped one car in 2004, two cars in 2005, two cars in 2006, and one car through June 2007

Traffic on this 15 83-mile line has been very light since 2004.

I here are two alternatives to a full abandonment One alternative wuuld be for MMRR

not to abandon the Line Limited service has been provided on the Line since 2004 The Line is

a stub end track and therefore has no overhead traffic With little traffic, MMRR has decided to

seek abandonment of the Line The other more likely alternative will be for MMRR to convert

the Line to interim trail use/rail banking through the sale or lease of the Line to u third party

MMRR has engaged in negotiations with the third party, which is seeking to acquire the Line for

trail use It would be MMRR's preference to obtain authority to abandon the Line and convert it

to interim trail use/mil banking through the sale or lease of the Line to the thud party

A map of the proposed abandonment is attached hereto as Exhibit 1 2

(2) '1 ransportation System Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or
local transportation systems and patterns Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight)
that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action

No passenger traffic will he diverted to other modes as a result of the proposed

abandonment Seventeen carloads were shipped over the Line in 2006 and 10 through June

2007 Hence, it appears that 17 to 20 cars of freight traffic per year would he diverted motor

carrier Accordingly, the proposed abandonment should have no adverse effects on regional or

local transportation s> stems and patterns.

2 The copy of ihc map mat accompanied the information-gathering letter has been removed from
that letter That map was the same as the map in Exhibit 1 accompanying this report



(3) f*and Use (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans Describe any inconsistencies (li)
Based on consultation with the U S Soil Conversation Service, state the effect of the proposed
action on any prime agricultural land (in) If the action affects land or water uses within a
designated coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required by 1105 9 (iv) If the
proposed action is an abandonment, stale whether or not the right-of-way is suitable for
alternative public use under 49 L" S C § 10905 and c\plam why.

(i) MMRR considers the proposed abandonment to be consistent with existing land use

plans Other than in Tonia and Saranac, the land adjoining the Line is mainly rural in character

MMRR contacted Kent and Ionia Counties, MI and the cities of Lowell, Saranac and

Ionia, Ml by letters dated October 22, 2007 See Exhibit 2 No response has been received as of

this date A copy of this Rnvironmental Report has been mailed to the appropriate local and state

agencies for their information and further comment

(11) MMRR does not believe that there is any prime agricultural land that will be

affected MMRR notified the United Slates Department of Agriculture ("USDA") Natural

Resources Conservation Service (the agency succeeding to the responsibilities of the Soil

Conservation Service) of the pioposcd abandonment by letter dated October 22,2007, and

requested assistance m identifying any potential effects on prime agricultural land. Sec Exhibit

2 No response has been received to date A copy of this report is being supplied to the USDA

for its information and further comment

(in) 1 he Line does not pass through a designated coastal zone

(iv) Based on discussions with local groups, MMRR believes that the Line is suitable for
/

interim trail use/ rail banking



(4) Encmv (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources (n) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities (in) State
whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall energy efficiency
and explain why (iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of
more than (A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year
for any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and
show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given

(i) 'Hie proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of energy

resources

(11) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of recyclable

commodities

(in) The proposed abandonment will have minimal effect on overall energy efficiency

since there has been minimal traffic uses the Line

(iv) The proposed abandonment will not cause the dive is ion more than 1.000 rail carloads

a year, or an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the Line of rail traffic to

motor carnage

(5) Air (i) If the proposed action will result in cither (A) An increase in rail traffic of at
least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a
day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposal, or (B) an increase in rail yard activity of
at lease 100 percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of
more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or SO vehicles a day on any affected road
segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions For a proposal under 49 U S C §
10901 (or § 10505) to construct a new line or rcinstitutc service over a previously abandoned
line, only the eight tram a day provision in sub-section (5)(i)(A) will apply (n) If the proposed
action affects a class 1 or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act, and will result in either
(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an
me tease of at least three trams a day on any segment of rail line; (B) an increase in rail yard
activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) an aveiage mciease in truck
traffic of more than 10 percent ol Ihe average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road
segment, then state whether any expected increased emissions ore within the parameters
established by the State Implementation Plan However, for a rail eonstiuction under 49 U S C
§ 10901 f o r 4 9 U S C § 10505), or a case involving the remstitution of service over a previously
abandoned line, only the three tiam a day threshold in this item shall apply (in) If transportation
of O7onc depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated, identify the



materials and quantity, the frequency of service, sntety practices (including any speed
restrictions), the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills, contingency plum to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of an accidental release
of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or derailment

(i) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified

thresholds

(11) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or excccding'the specified

thresholds

(in) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting

materials

(6) Noise. II'any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed,
state whether the proposed action will cause (i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three
decibels Ldn or more, or (it) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels l.dn or greater If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e g, schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify ihe noise increase for these
receptors if the thresholds are sui passed

Not applicable

(7) Safety (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safely
(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade eiossmgs) (u) If hazardous materials are
expected to be transported, identify, the materials and quantity, the frequency of service, whether
chemicals are being transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds,
safety practices (including any speed restrictions), the applicant's safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and ha/ardous spills, the contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills, and the likelihood of an accidental release of ha/ardous materials, (ui) If there
are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known hazardous materials
spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites and the types of ha/ardous materials
involved.

(i) 'I lie proposed abandonment will have no detumental effects on public health and

ttifety MMRR will cease operating over the Line As a result of the abandonment, MMRR will

remove nine public load crossings and 20 private crossings

(n) The proposed abandonment will not affeu the transportation of hazardous materials.



(iii) MMRR is not aware of any known hazardous, waste sites or sites where there have

been known hazardous materials spills on the Line

(8) Biological Resources (i) Based on consultation with the U S Fish and Wildlife
Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects (n) State whether
wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be affected, and describe
any effects

(i) MMRR does not believe thai the proposed action is likely to adversely affect

endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat MMRR notified the

U S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("LSF&W") of the proposed abandonment by letter dated

October 22,2007, and requested assistance in determining whether the proposed abandonment

will adversely aflcct endangered or threatened species or areas designated as u critical habitat

Sec Rxhibit 2 A copy of this Report was supplied to the U3F&W for its information and further

comment By letter dated October 26,2007, the USF&W staled "Me do not have any concerns

regarding real estate matters in the abandonments See Exhibit 5

(u) Between Saranac and Ionia, the Line passes through the Ionia State Recreation Area

MMRR does not expect the abandonment to affect the Ionia State Recreation Area since MMRR

is planning to cease operations, only remove track and materials, and convert the Line to interim

trail use/rail banking

MMRR is unaware of any other wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or Stale parks or

forests that would be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment

MMRR notified the National Parks Service of the proposed abandonment by letter dated

October 22, 2007, and requested assistance in identifying any potential effects on wildlife

sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests Sue Exhibit 2 To date, no response to



this request has been received A copy of this Report is being supplied to the National Park

Service for its information and comment

(9) Water (i) Dased on consultation with State water quality officials, slate whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards
Describe any inconsistencies (11) Dased on consultation with the U.S Army Corps of Engineers,
stale whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U S C § 1344) are inquired
for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
affected Describe the effects (in) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

(i) MMRR is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent with applicable

water quality standards MMRR contacted the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

("MIDEQ") and the United Stales Environmental Protection Agency ("USEPA") by letters dated

October 22. 2007 See Rxhibil 2 To date, no response to this request has been received A copy

of this Report has been supplied to the M1DEQ and USEPA for their information and comment

(n) MMRR believes that no permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act are

required for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains

will be affected by the proposed abandonment MMRR does not plan to salvage any of the lies,

ballast, or bridges on the Line so that they can be used when the Line is converted to interim trail

use/rail banking Upon receiving abandonment authority, removal of material will be

accomplished by use of the right-of-way for access, along with existing public and private

crossings No new access roads arc contemplated MMRR does not intend to disturb any of the

unde! lying loadbed or perform any activities thai would cause sedimentation or erosion of the

soil, and do not anticipate any dredging or use of fill in the removal of the track material Debns

will be transported away from the Line and will not be discarded along the right-of-way nor be

placed or left in streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways Also, during track

removal, appropriate measures will be implemented to picvcnt or control spills from tucls,



lubricants or any other pollutant materials from entering any waterways Bused upon this course

of action, MMRR docs not believe a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be

required

MMRR contacted the U S Army Corps of Engineers by letter dated October 22, 2007

and has received no response to date See Exhibit 2. A copy of this Report has been supplied to

the U S Army Corps of Engineers for Us information and comment

(iii) MMRR believes that no permit under section 402 of the Clean Water Act would be

required for the abandonment MMRR docs not plan to salvage any of the ties, ballast, or

bridges on the Line so that they can be used when the Line is converted to interim trail use/rail

banking MMRR contacted the MIDEQ and the USEl'A by letter dated October 22,2007 See

Exhibit 2 A copy of this Report has been supplied to the MIDEQ and US EPA for then

information and further comment

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse
environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate

MMRR does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed

abandonment and, therefore, see no need for any mitigating actions MMRR will, of course,

adhere to any remedial actions suggested by the recipients of this Report, which are lequircd by

the Board

HISTORIC REPORT

I A U S O S topographic map (or alternate map drawn lo scale and sufficiently detailed
to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the
location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad
structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the proposed action,

U S Geological Survey Maps have been supplied to the Michigan Historic Center

("MIHC") See Exhibit 3



2 A written description of the right of way (including approximate widths, to the extent
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area,

The 15 83-nnle right-of-way is generally 100 feel wide, with some variance in towns and

villages

The Nine begins southeast of Lowell at mileposl 137.83 at an elevation of about 642 feet,

just west of Montcalm Avenue near the intersection with Riverside Drive 1 he Line travels in an

easterly direction south of the Giand River and parallel to Riverside Drive The Line turns

northeasterly and passes through Saranac, remaining between the Grand River to the north and

Riverside Drive to the south of the Line. The Line then passes through the Ionia State

Recreation Aiea

The Line continues easterly until it turns northeasterly again to cross the Grand River

southwest of Ionia Upon reaching Ionia, the Line turns eastward and posses through the

southern part of Ionia before crossing Prairie Creek. I he Line ends just cast of Prairie Creek at

milepost 122 0 at an elevation of about 647 feet.

3 Good quality photographs (actual photographic punts, not photocopies) of railroad
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately surrounding area,

Photographs of the bridges on the Line that are 50 years old or older and a detailed

description of the bridges arc attached as Exhibit 4 MMRR is in the process of entering

agreements to convert the Line into interim trail use/rail banking MMRR expects that the trail

user will require MMRR to leave the ties, ballast, and bridges intact for trail use Therefore,

MMRR will not be removing any of the tics, ballast, or bridges on the line MMRR will only

remove the track and materials from the bridges, but will leave the bridges in place for trail use

4 The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations, to the extent such information is known,

See Exhibit 4



5 A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of what,
if'any, changes arc contemplated as a result of the proposed action.

The Line was built by the Detroit &. Milwaukee Railroad in 1857, which became the

Detroit Oiand Haven & Milwaukee Railroad (the "DGHM") '{he Grand Trunk Western

Railroad Company ('"GTW") acquired the DCiHM in 1882 and merged the assets into GIW in

1928

GTW sold the Line to Strait* Corporation ("SC*") in 1986, which became the Central

Michigan Railroad Company ("CMR") The Grand Rapids Eastern Railroad Company (' GRE")

acquired the Line from CMR in 1<W3 GRE was controlled by KailTex, Inc In I W, GRE was

merged into MMRR RailTex merged into RailAmenca. Inc in 2000

As a result of the abandonment, MMRR proposes to stop railroad operations and convert

the Line to interim trail use/rail banking

6 A brief summary of document in the carrier1* possession, such as engineering
di a wings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic.

MMRR possesses the valuation maps of the Line, but is not aware of any other

documentation in its possession

7 An opinion (based on teadily available information in the railroad's possession) as to
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of* Historic
Places (36 C F R 60 4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other
previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis tor these opinions
(including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies
or universities),

MMRR believes that the bridges and structures on the Line are not unusual or noteworthy

for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places It is also MMRR* opinion that there

arc no archeological resources or other railroad related historic properties in the project area

Moreover, since MMRR is agieeable to converting the Line to interim trail use/Mil banking,

MMRR does not plan to alter, remove or dispose of any of ihc bridges that are on the Line



8 A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance 01 fill, environmental conditions (naturally
occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of resources (such as
swampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste), and the surrounding terrain

MMRR believes that there are no existing records as to the nature of any known

subsurface ground disturbance or fill, or environmental conditions thai might affect the

archeological recovery of any potential resources

9 Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the Slate Historic Preservation Officer
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad owned
properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way photographs
of specified properties that can be readily seen fiom the railroad right-of-way (or other public
rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered
archeological sites, identifying the location and type of the site (/ e prehistoric or native
American)

MMRR docs not foresee the likelihood that any additional information will need to be

supplied in association with the proposed abandonment other than that information previously

submitted But, if any additional infoimaiion is requested, MMRR will promptly supply the

necessary information

MMRR contacted MIHC Sue Exhibit 2 No response has been leceived A copy of this

Report has been mailed to MIHC



EXHIBIT 1 - MAP
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EXHIBIT 2 - LETTERS



LAW OFPICRS OF
LOUIS E. GlTOMER

Louis n GITOMRR "H* ADAMS nun .DINQ. sun 1 301
toUj3m>MBR@VEREON Nhl October 22, 2007 «0 BALTIMORE AVFNUH

TOWSON. MARYLAND 21204-4022
(202) 466-6532

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration FAX (410)332-0*85
National Geodetic Survey
1315 East- West Highway
Silver Spi ing, MD 2091 0-3282

RK: Docket No AB-164 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Railroad, /nt -
Abandonment Exempt ton-m Kent and Ionia Counties, Ml

Dcai Madani/Sir.

On or about November 1 3, 2007, we expect to be filing with the Surface
1 ransporialion Board ("STR") d petition lor exemption seeking mulux ny for Mid-
Mi chigon Railroad, Inc. ("MMRR") io abandon a 15.83-milc rail tine between milepbst
1 37 83, southeast of Lowell, and milcpn.st 122.00, east ol'Prainc Center, the end of the
line proposed foi abandonment, in Kent and Ionia Counties, Ml

Attached is u Combined Envnonmenlal and Histouc Report describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and histonc effects, as well as a map or
the affected aiea We arc providing this report so that you may review the information
Ihiil will form the hatis Tor ilw S'I'B's indirpciKlenl environmental analysis of this
proceeding If any of Ihu infounalion is mis lead my 01 incnireci, if you hchevc Ihnt
pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about die STB's
ciwiLonmcntal review piuurss, please contact the Section ol LnvunninenUil Aruilysis
(SEA). Surtau: 'I rannpntlnuun liourd, ll)25 K Street, NW, tt asliiu^ ton, DC 20423.
telephone 202-245-0295 and rcrei lu thedbiivc Duckvl No AB-3M (Sub-No. 12X)

Because the applicable statutes and legulations impose stringent deadlines foi
processing this action, your uutlcn lominenls m SEA (with n copy to our representative)
would be appreciated within 3 weeks. Youi comments will be considered hy the STB in
evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there arc any
questions concerning this proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our
representative in this matter is I /mis E Gitorner who may be contacted by telephone al
410-296-2250, email at L.nujjitomer@venzon.net, 01 mail at Law Offices of Louis £
Gitomer, 600 Baltimuic Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204.

•

11 (.iitonicr
( Attorney for Mid-Mithigan Hailioad, Inc.

Knclosurcs



LAW QFPICUS OP
LOUIS E. GlTOMER

LOUIS E OrrOMSR ™E ADAMS BUILDING. SUITE 301
Lou GrroMBRfflvERizuN NCT October 22, 2007 coo BAI.TTMORC AVENUE

TOWSON. MARYLAND 21204 4Q22
(202)4666512

U S. Fish and Wildlife Sui vice ' FAX (4101 132 ouss
Region 3
One Fedeial Drive
BHW Federal Building
Fort Snclling
Twin Cities, MN 55 111

IU • Docket Nu AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X), Mid-Michigan Railroad, fnc -
Abandonment Exemption- in Kent and Ionia Counties, MI

Dear Madam/Sir

On nr about November 13, 2007, we expect to be filing with the Surface
Transportation Hoard ("STB") a petition for exemption seeking uuthoiity foi Mid-
Midiigan Raihoad, Inc ("MMRR") lo abandon a 15 83-mile rait line between milepost
1 37 83, southeast of Lowell, and milepost 122.00, cast of Prairie Center, the end of the
line pioposcd foi abandonment, in Kent and Ionia Counties, Ml

Attached is a Combined bnvironmental and Hi stone Report describing the
piopuscd action and dtw expected environmental mid histonc effects. 09 well us a map of
the affected area. We ate providing this report so thai you may review the information
ilial will form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this
proceeding. If any of the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe thai
pertinent information is missing, ur if you have any questions about the STB's
environmental review process, please cotiUict the Suction of Hnviroiimental Analysis
(SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No AB-364 (Sub-Nu. 12X)

Because the applicable statutes and icgulatioiit- impuse stungcni dead lines tor
prDCtissiny this at. t ion, your written cummcnls lit SPA (with u copy to tmr represt-nmtivc)
woukl be anpuxudcd within 3 weeks Your comments will h«i considered by the STU in
evaluating the environmental impacts of the cunteniplatcd action II there aie uny
questions uincaniiig this pu)po.stil, pleuse contact our icprcscntulivc ducclly. Our
leprescntative in tins nwUci ii> Louis B. Gitomvr who muy be contacted by Lclcphonc ai
410-296-2250, email at lxiujGitomer@vcrizon net, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E.
Gilomcr, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204

Enclosures

[• Gitomu
Arfoinvy I'ui Mid-Michigan Railroad, Inc:



LAW OFFICES OF
LOUIS E, GlTOMER

LOUISE HlTOWUR THE ADAMS BUO-DING. SURE 301
Gnt>MPR@vERizoNNEi Octobei 22,2007 wo BALTIMORE AVENUB

U S Environmental Protection Agency TOWSON' MAR™,'™ Sg
Region 5 FAX (410) 332 0885

Meicalf Building
Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Mailcode B-19J
Chicago, JL 60604

Rli Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No I2X), Mid-Michigan Railroad, Inc-
Ahandonment Kxempiion-m Kent and Ionia Counties, Ml

Deal Madam/Sir

On or about November \\ 2007, we expect to be Tiling with the Surface
Transpurkiliim Board ("STU") a petition fur exemption seeking aiiihonty for Mid-
Michigtin Railroad, Inc ("MMRfe") to abandon a 15 83-mile rail line between milepost
137 83, southeast of Lowell, and milcpnsl 122.00. east of Prairie Center, the end oTthe
line pioposed Tor abandonment, in Kent and Ionia Counties. MI

MUcliod I* a Combined luiviumincnlal and I libtouc Repoii dcbcnbing the
prupi)sc(l action iiiul (tny expected chviri)iiincnial and histunc elVccls, ds well ns *i nup nl'
ilic alTccieil area. We arc providing this report so ihal you may review (he in formal ion
thai will form ilie basin lor Ihu S'l'LV.s indcpeiulenl cnviromnenul nnulysi.i ofihis
proceeding. Ifany of the iiifnrinnlion is mislcneling or incorrect, if you believe thai
perl in en I informaiitm is missing or if you have any questions about the STU's
mivironmcnlal review process, please contact the Section of l^nvironinenlut Aiulysis
(SKA), Surface 'I ransportution Hoard, 1925 K Struct, NW. Washington, DC 20423.
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Dnekci Nu. ARO64 (Sub-No. 12X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for
processing this action, your wntten comments to SEA (with a copy to our repiebentdlivc)
would be uppieciated within 3 weeks Your comments will be considered by the STB in
evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action If theic are any
tfuc&lhms concerning this proposal, please contact our leprcscntativc directly Our
representative iiuhis mailtr is l-ouis £. Gilunwr wtui may be contacted by telephone at
410-296-2250, email at Lou. Gitomci@vcrizon net, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E.
Gitomer, 600 Baltimoie Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204

utorney for Mid-Michigan Raihoad, Inc
Enclosures



I .AW OFFICES OF
LOUIS E. GlTOMEK

LOUIS E OmiMER THE ADAMS BUILDING, SHIRK)!
LOU GROMEK@VERI70N NET OclOOei 22, 2007 600BAL-TIMORBAVENUE

TOWSON, MARY1.ANTJ 21204 4022
(202)466-6132

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service FAX (4ioj 3320885
3001 Coolidge Stieet
East Landing, Ml 48823-6350

Ma. Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan RailrvwJ, Inc -
Abandonment Exemption in Kent and lonin Counties, MI

Dear Madam/Sir

On nr about November 13,2007, we expect to be filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") A petition fur exemption sacking aiifhoiiiy for Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc ("MMRR") to abandon a 15 83-mile rail line between milcpost
137 83, southeast of Lowell, and milepost 122.00, easl of Prairie Center, the end of the
line proposed for abandonment, in Kent and loiua Counties, MI

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Hist one Report describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of
the affected urea. We are providing this leport so thai you may review the information
tlittl wilt form the basis for Llic STB's independent environmental nruilysts of this
proceeding, ll'nny of (he information is misleading 01 incorrect, if you believe that
pertinent information is missing, or if you huvc uny questions about the STIVs
environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 EC Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the ubove Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X)

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose Mimgcnt deadlines for
pidtevdug this action, youi written commcnlft lo SCA (with a copy to nur representative)
would bo appiwiauxl wtlhm 3 weeks Youi comments will IK, considered b) the SIB m
evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action If (here me any
(jucsiinns eonceinmg this pioposal, please contact nur rcpicsentalive Uncctly Our
repiesentalive in this nmuer is Louis L Gitomci who may be ounMtled by telephone at
410-296-2250, email at I ,ou_Gitomer@venzon net, or mail at Law Offices of Louis K
(Jitomei, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204

Suis E. Gitomcr
Attorney to. Mid-Michigan Railioad, Inc

tnclosircs



LAW OFFICES or
LOUIS E. GlTOMEK

LOUIS R GlTOMKR THBADAMS BUILDING. SUTIt301

October 22,2007
(202) 46b 6532

Detroit District Headquarters wx (4io) 332 ms
U S Army Corps of Engineers
Detroit District
477 Michigan Ave.
Dctioit, Ml 48226

HI-, Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No. \2X.\ Mid-Michigan Railroad. Inc~
Abandonment hxetnption-in Kent and fania Counties, MI

Dear Madam/Sit

On or about November 13,2007, we expect to he Tiling with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a petition for exemption seeking uulhorily Tor Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc ("MMRR") to abandon a 15.83-mile rail line between imlepost
137 83, southeast of Lowell, and milcpost 122 00, eas>i of Prairie Center, the end of the
line piopoacd ten abandonment, in Kent and Ionia Counties. MI

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of
the affected area We are providing this report so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this
proceeding. If any of the infornv.ilioh is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that
pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's
environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington. DC 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stiingcnt deadlines foi
pinctisbing this action, yoiu wuiten ujmnients to SEA (v»itli» cop} to oui representative)
v*uuld be appreciated within 3 weeks Your coinmciHS will be UMiMilcrcil by the STB in
evaluating the cnv iron mental impacts ot ilm contemplated action. If there are any
questions concealing Llus proposal, please contact our representative dnccily. Our
representative in this matter is Louis E Gitomcr who may be contacted by telephone at
410-296-2250, email at Lou__Gitomer@venzon net, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E.
Gitomei. 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204

,- ^
Sincerely-you]
-XX«£

Lrfrtis K. Gil
Attorney ioi Mid-Michigan Railroad, Inc

Enclosures



LAW OFFICES UP
Louis E. GITOMER

Louis E GrmMER ™E ADAMS ""^WO. sumj 301
r October 22, 2007

(202) 466-6532
Mayor Charles Myers BMC IMOJ 331 MM
301 Last Mam Street
Lowell. Ml 49331

Rl- Docket No AIi-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Railroad, Inc •
Abandonment faemption-m Kent and lonui Counties, Ml

Dear Mayor Myers

On or about November 13, 2007, we expect to be filing with the Suiface
'1 ransportation Board ("STB") a pcUUou tor exemption seeking aulhnnt> for Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc. ("MMRR") to abandon a IS 83-mile rail tine between milepost
1 37 B3, southeast of Lowell, and milepust 1 22.00, east of Prone Center, the end of the
line proposed for abandonment, in Kent and [otuu Counties, MI

Attached is a Combined F.nvuonmcnial and Histonc Repoit describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well us a map of
the affected area. We arc providing this report so that you may review the information
thnl will foi'm the basis for UK STB's indupuulcm unviiohincnml analysis of this
piocecdmg If any of the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that
pertinent information '» missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's
environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis
(SF.A), Surface Transpoitation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X)

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines tor
processing Ihks action, your written comments to SEA (with n copy to onr rcpresen(aiiw)
would be approbated wilhiit 3 weeks. Your comments will IK considcrcil by the S I'U in
evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action, inhere uic nny
quo Lions concerning Hi is proposal, pluasc contact am icprtfcntadvv dncctly Our
repieaentative m this maltei is l.ouis P. Gilnincr who may be contacted by telephone iti
410-296-2250, email ai Lou_Gitomcr@vcnzon net, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E
Gitomei, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301 , '1 owson, MD 21204

Ciitomcr
Attoiney for Mid-Michigan Railroad, Inc

Lnilosuies



I,AW OFFICES OF
LOUIS £. GlTOMER

LMIS E GrroMER ' nffi AUAMS •«"»". surrt MI
U^MH^VBKIZON «r October 22,2007 rn ĴSSSSKSSZ

(202) 4«6 6532
Michigan Historic Center wvx (4in) 33w»ss
702 West Kalama/oo Street
P 0 Uox 10740
Lansing, MI 48909-8240

RK: Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Railroad, Inc -
Abandonment Excmption~m Kent and Ionia Counties, Ml

Dear Madam/Sir

On or about November 13,2007, we expect to be filing with the Surface
rranspoiliiiion Uiuid ("SIR") a petition for exemption seeking authority for Mid-
Michigan Railinad. Inc. f*MMRRlf) to abandon a 15 SI-mile rail line between milqwst
137 83, southeast of Lowell, ami inilcpost 122 00, cast of Hran ic Center, the end ol the
line proposed for abandonment, in Kent and Ionia Counties, Ml

Aiuictwcl is a Combined Enviruninemal and Historic Report describing the
proposed action and any expected ifiwimtimeninl and historic clTecK, as well as ;i imip ol
the affected aiea We Jic ptovidmg this icpurt .su thai you may review die inlormatiun
Ihut will form the basis fur the S'l LVs independent cnvironinuiiUtl iinulysii of this
piocecdmg If «m> nl the informalion is misleading nr incorrect, if you bchcvc Lhnt
l>crl]iKMil mloiiTialion is missing, ur il you have tiny questions about the STR's
L-iivnniimciUEil review pioccss. please cnntdct the Sectmn ol rnvnonmcntfil Analysis
(SEA), Surface Transportation.Board, 1925 K. Sticet, NW, Washington, !)C 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and tefer to dve above Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No. L2X).

Rcciiusc the applicable stutmcs and reguhuinns imjiow stringent deadlines lor
processing, this dciion, your written comment* to SliA (with a copy to our representative)
would be appiceialcd within t wetks. Your eiunmcnis will be considered by (he STU in
evaluating the environmental implicit ttl' the vunlcmpliiuxl uelion. 11 there are any
questions uoiu.cming this piupo&nl, plcu&c conUicl out rt-piescnuiive dncetly Our
representative in this matter is Louis \L. Gilumcr wlm may he contacted by ldephi)nc til
410-2QG-2250, email at I,ou_Gilomei@veiizon net. or mail at l,aw Offices of Louis E.
Gitumcr, 600 Bullimorc Avenue, Suite 301,1 owson, MD 21204

Sinccrel

"/•:<&
Giiomer

>r MicI-Micln^an Railioad, Ine
Enclosures



LAW OFFICES op
T.OUIS E. GlTOMER

Louis E Grim™ THEMJAMJ, BUILDING, surra 301
Lou Gnt>MER@vfiRrzoN NPT ™ BAITIMORE AVENIIU

"""̂  r» . i_ -in -»n«n TOWSON. MARYLAND 21204 4022October 22, 2007
TAX (410) 332 0885

Michigan Department of Enviionmcntal Quality
PO Box 30473-7973
Lansing, Ml 4R909

Rli: Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X), Mid-Michigan Railroad. Inc-
Abandonmcnt Fixvmption-in Kent and Ionia Counties. Ml

Deai Madam/Sir

On or about November 13,2007, we expect to be Piling with the Surface
Transportation Hoard f'STB") a pelilton for coemption seeking authority for Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc. ("MMK.R") to abandon a 15 83-mile rail line between milcpost
137 S3, southeast of Lowell, and milcpost 122.00, east of Prairie Center, the end uf the
line proposed for abandonment, in Kent and Ionia Counties, Ml.

Attached is i\ Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic cfleets, as well as a map of
the ulTcclucl area. We aie providing this report so that you may review the information
that will lorm the basis for the SI U's independent environmental analysis of ihi.s
proceeding If any of the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that
pertinent inloniuuion is missing, or if you huve any questions nbout the STR's
cnvironincnlal review process, please contact the Section ol Lm iiumncnlal Analysis
(SEA), Surface Transportation Hoard, 1025 K Street. NW, Washington, DC 2042V
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No AIJ-364 (Sub-No I2XV

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines foi
pKHtCssing this iiclion, your written comments In SEA (with n copy in om representative)
would he appreciated within 3 weeks Your euinmcnl.s will he considered by the S'l H in
cvuUialmg the environmental impacts al the contemplated action. If them .ire any
question^ concerning this pioposal, please cnnlfltt our icprusuiijtivc dncclly Our
repiesentative in thib matter is Louis F. Qitomer who may be contacted by telephone at
410-296-2250, email at Loii_0iiomer@vcn?on net, or mail at Law Olficeb ofl.oms C
Gitomer, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204

Sinccrcli

-̂ ^^?-
F.. Uitumcr

Cnclosuies

1" '"f" " for Mid-Michigan Railroad, Inc



LAW OFFICES OF
LOUIS E. GlTOMKR

LOUIS E UlTOMBR THE ADAMS BUII-DINO. SUITE 301
LOU GnX)MDW§VERIZON Nl-P «°° BALTIMORt AV11NUB

wwjy w^ TOWSON. MARYLANDa«Ui 4022
Octobei 22,2007 (202) 466-6532

TAX (410) 332-0885

Manager, Federal project Review
Michigan Department of Commerce
Michigan Neighborhood Builders Alliance
P 0 Box 30242
Lansing, ML 48909

RP.. Docket No AD-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Railroad, Inc
Abandonment Exemption- in Kent and Ionia Counties. MI

Deal Madam/Sir

On or about November 13,2007, we expect to be filing with the Suifaec
Transportation Board ("STB1') a itttitiou for. exemption seeking authority foi Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc ("MMRR") to abandon a 15.83-mile rail line between inilcpost
137 83, southeast of I/O well, and milcpost 122 00, cast of Prairie Center, the end of the
line proposed for abandonment, in Kent and lomu Counties, MI

Attached is u Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the
proposed dUion and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as « map of
the affected area. We arc providing this report so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this
piocceding If any of the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that
pertinent information is missing, or if you liave any questions nhout the STB's
environmental review process, please contact the Section of Envuonmental Analysis
(SKA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X)

liccnusc ihc applicable .statutes and refutations impose Hiringcnl deadlines for
processing ilns Action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy In our represientaiivc)
would he appreciated within 3 weeks Your comments will be considered by the STR in
evaluating the environmental mipuds of the contemplated fiction. If there lire any
questions concerning this prnposnK please cniiiiiui our representative directly. Out
rcpresenlaliye.m this rnutter is Louis I7, Oitaincr who may bu contacted by telephone in
4! 0-296-2250, email at Ix)u_Gitomcr@verizon.net, or mail at Law Offices of Louis G.
Gilomer, 600 Dnltimore Avenue, Suite 30t,Towson, MD 21204.

Gitomer
r~~~~ Attorney for Mid-Michigan Raihoad, Inc

Enclosures



I*AW OFFICES OF
Louis E. GTTOMER

Louis E GrroMER THE ADAMS BUILDING, surra 301
LOU OriUMEH@VERI/ON NET October 22, 2007 600RAITMOREAVBNUB

- "^ TOWSON MARYLAND 21204 <022
(202) 4Cfi 6332

Honorable Dnryl J Deiubbio TAX wioj m OB«
County Administrator
Kent County
County Administration Building
300 Monroe Avenue, NW
Grand Rapids, Ml 49503-2206

Rli: Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Railroad, Inc -
Abandonment E*t>mption-m Kent and Ionia Countief. Ml

Dear Administrator Delabbiu

On or about November 13,2007, we expect to be filing with ihe Surtace
Transportation Board ("STB*') a petition for exemption seeking nuthoi ity for Mid-
Michigan Railioad, Inc ("MMRR") to abandon a 15.83-mile rail line between milepost
137 83, southeast of Lowell, iincl nnleposi 122 00, cast of Prairie Center, the end of the
line proposed for abandonment, in Kent and Ionia Counties, MI

Attached is> a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing ihe
pioposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of
the affected area We arc providing this report so that you may teview the mloimation
that will form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this
proceeding. If any of the information is misleading or incorrect, if you beliovv that
pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about Ihe STB's
environmental icview process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA), Suiface Transportation Hoard, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer lo the above Docket No. AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stimgent deadlines tor
processing thit. action, your written comments to SliA (with a copy to our representative)
would be appteciatcd within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in
evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any
qucsiiuns innceining Hi is piuppvil, pluasi: contact oui representative directly Om
representative m this matter is Loin* E, Gilomci who may be contacted b> telephone lit
410-296-2250, email at Loa_Gitomer@ven^on net, or mail at Law Offices ot 1-ouis F.
Gnomei, OUO Ualumom Avenue, Suite 101. Tuw<on. MO 21201.

fifE. Gilomer
aiorney for Mid-Michigan Railioad, Inc

Enclosuics



LAW Oi'Picns OP
I, GUIS E. GlTOMEK

Louis E GrmMiiR TIEADAMS
October 22, 2007

(202)466 6«Z
Jerry I tan* FAX (4io) 332 ows
President, Village of Saranac
10 Bridge Street
PO Box 3 12
SaranacfMI48881-0312

Rl:. Docket No AB-364 ^Sun-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Railrund, Jnc-
Abandonment Exumption-m Kani urn! Ionia Counties, Ml

Dear Picsident Benz

On or about November 13, 2007, we expect to be Tiling with the Surface
Transportation Board ("S I ID d petition for exemption seeking authority hn Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc PMMRR") to abandon a 15 83-mile tail line between milepost
137 83, southeast of Lowell, and milepost 122 00, east ot Piaine Center, the und of the
hue proposed foi abandonment, in Kent and loin a Counties, Ml.

Attached is a Combined iMwimnmenial and Historic Report describing Ihc
pr«»|X>Si.*d action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well ab a map ot
the alfcctcd urea We are providing this report so thai you may review the information
ihul will loim tlic ht^i.s tor Ihc S'lli's iitdcpcndcni cnviionmcnt.il annlysii) ol'llik
proceeding. If any of the mfnnniitiun is misleading cu iiKorrcct, if you Iwlicvc ilutl
poniiicni in for i n all on is missing, or if you huvo iiny qncsiioiut iiUmt llw S CIVs
cnvirunmcnial review process. plc<isc contact the Section of Knvironnicnlnl Analysis
(SEA). Surtax Transportation Btmrd, 1925 K. Street, NW, Washington. DC 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above DoUcet No. AB-364 (Suh-No 12X)

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for
processing tliK action, >nur vrnliun com men Is (n SI:.A (with a copy to out icpiesenldtivc)
would hu aiiprccuikil within 3 weeks. Your comment* will be Lun&idcred 1)V the STB in
evaluating the environmental impucts of the cunlcmplaled action, ll'thcrc aic any
questions concerning this proposal, p[cu*c contact our rcpre^enltilivv dirccMy Our
representative in this muUcr is Louis E Gitomei who may be contacted by telephone at
410-2%-2250,cmailat Lou Gitomei@verizon net, 01 mail at Law Offices of Louis E
Gttonwr, 600 Ballimoie Avenue, Suite 101, 1'owso-i, MD 21704

LOiiis F (Jttomei
AtLor:icy for Mid-Miclngan Railroad, Inc

Fnc Insures



LAW OFFICES OF
LOUIS E. GlTOMER

LOUIS K GlTOMCR rHE ADAMS BUILDING. 5UTIH 30)

October 22, 2007
(202) 466 6532

Mr. James Banks TAX {4101 312 OKU
Chairman
Ionia County Bourd of Commissioners
602 Sixth Avenue
Luke Odessa, MI 48849

Rli. Docket No. AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Railroad. Inc -
Abandonment Exemption-in Kent andhnia Counties, MJ

Dear Chairman Banks

On 01 about November 13, 2007, we expect to be filing with the Surface
Transportation Itoartl ("STB") a petition for exemption seeking niKJwiity for MitJ-
MLchigan Railroad, Inc ("MMltR") to abandon a 15 83-mile lail line between milcpost
13781, southeast of Lowell, and milcposl 1 22.00, cast of Prairie Center, the end of the
Line pioposed for abandonment, in Kent and lomu Counties, MI

Attached IK a Combined Envuonmenlal and J Iisioric Report describing the
pioposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of
the affected urea We arc providing this report so thnt you may icview the infoimation
llxit will form the basib I'nr the STU's independent environmental analysis of (his
proceeding. If any of the information is misleading or incorrect, if you hclicvt: thnt
pertinent in formal ion is missing, or if you have any questions about the S'l U'a
cnvironnieniii] review process, please cunincl (he Section ul'KnvirrmmenUil Ann lysis
(SHA), Surface 1'mus|iorlution Dimrd. I925.K Street. NW. Wnshmgion, DC 20423.
telephone 202-245-0295 nnd icfvrio the above' locket No AI1-3C>4 (Sub-No I2X).

Because the Applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines foi
processing this action, your wnUun (.omniums to SCA (wilh u ctipy to our representative)
would be appreciated within 1 weeks Yuur comments will be eonsiduicd by the STB m
evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action If there are any
questions concerning itus pcuposal, please cimtact our representative drrecily. Out
repiesentativc m this matter is Louis E. Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at
410-296-2250, email at T,ou_Gitomci@veri£on net, or mail tit Law Offices of Louis E
Gitomei, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, 'lowson, MD 21204

Sincere I

frney for Mid-Michigan Ruilroaa, hie
End a sin Ob



LAW OFFICES OP
LOUIS E. GlTOMER

LOUISE GFTOMCR niB ADAMS BUILDING, sum- 301
r Oe«obe,22.2<»7

(202)4666532
Honoiable Dan Dalicc PAX (4 ioj 332-0885
Mayor, Ionia, Michgan
114NKiddSt
Ionia, Ml 48846

Kli: Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid- Michigan RailwLid. Inc.-
Abandonment Exemption-m Kent and fonia Counties. MI

Dcai Mayor Bui ice

On or flboul November 1 3, 2007. we expect to be filing with the Surface
Transportation Hoard (MSTB<1) ti petition for exemption .sucking authority for Mid-
Michigan Railroad. Inc. ("MMKR") to abandon a IS 83-mile rail line between milcpost
137 83, southciusiof l-owcll, and inilepost 122.00. cast of Prairie Center, the cm) of the
line proposed Tor abandonment, in Kcni mid loni:i Couiitivs, Ml

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Rqxnl debc-riDing the
pioposed action and any expected cnvironmunuil and historic effects, as well as a map ot
the affected area We arc providing this report so that you may review the information
th«il will form Uw basis, for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this
picicccdiiiu, If ;my of ilie mfunnalion is misleading or iiieonccl, if you believe lhal
pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the S'f B's
tiiiviruitmcnlJil review prousts, please contact the .Scdion of Bnvimnniciitnl Analy-is
(SKA). Surface '1 rnnsportatitm Hoiird. 1025 K Sheet. NW. Wnshiiigton. DC 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer In UK .ihovc Docket N». AU-^64 (Sub-No. I2X).

Because the Applicable statutes and regulations impose .stringent deadlines for
processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative)
would be ap pi eclated within 3 weeks Your comments will be considered by the STB m
evaluating the cnviioiunenul impacts of the contemplated action If there are any
questions concerning this proposal, please contact our representative duectly. Oui
representative in this mailer is Kouis E. Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at
410-296-2250, email at Lou Gitomer@veriAMi net, o. mail at Law Offices of Louis h.
Gitomer, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towion, MO 21204

is L
Attorney for'Mid-Michigan Rauioad, Inc

Entlosuics



LAW OFFICES OF
LOUIS E. GlTOMER

1-ouuF OrroMbu THt ADAMS BUILDING, surmui
LOU GllOMBR® VERIZON NET October 22, 2007 «X>BALTIMORE AVENUE

^ TOWSON. MARYI AND 2IM4 4022
(702) 066 6S32

U S National Paik Service FAX (4ioj 332 MM
MidwcM Region
1709 Jackson Street
Omaha, NE 68102

Rli Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mi&Michigan Railroad, Inc -
Abandonment Exemption-m Kent and Ionia Counties. Ml

Hear Madum/Sir

On or about Novembei 13,2007, we expect to be filing with the Suiface
Transportation llouid C'STB11) a petition for exemption seeking nudiorily for Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc. ("MMRR") to abandon a 15 83-mile rail line between mileposl
137 83, southeast of Lowell, and mileposl 122 00, east of Prairie Center, the end of the
line proposed for abandonment, in Kent and Ionia Counties, MI

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing Uic
proposed action <md any L'KpoAud cnvnoniiK'nluI and histonc cfleets, as \\cll as a map of
lite tilTcctcd arcn. We are providing Ihis report so dul you may review the information
Ihni will form (he taista fui tttc STlVs indciicndcni cnviivniiKiital nmilysis orihis
proceeding. If any ol UK inibrniulion is misleading or incorrua, ifyou believe ilini
IKTlinctu iiUbnnalion i.s missing, or ifyou have iiny questions tibont the S'l t)'s
environmental review pniccss, please contucl ihe Suction of linvimnmenuil Analysis
(Sf.A). Surface Tunsportahon Bimid, 1925 K Stwel.NW. Washnuj;U>n, DC 20421,
U.'lopln>iK- 202-245-02^5 and refer tb the above Duckd No AB-364 ^Lib-No. 12X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines ioi
processing Uiis at lion, your wi-ittcn comments lo SFA (with a copy to our rcpresentelivc)
would be upprcciuiul wiihiu 3 weeks. Your uoininunls will be ctmudcicd by the S'l U in
ovalimiing the cnviroiimcutai impacts of the contemplated iichon. I f ihcrc urc any
qucsiions concerning ihis proposal, pledge contact our rcprcscnlntivc directly. Our
representative in this matta is Louis E GUomer who may be contacted by telephone at
410-296-22SO, email at LouJjitomerCaJven/on net, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E.
Gilornei, 600 btaltimoie Avwuie, Suite 101, fowson, MD 21204

Attorney for Mid-Michigan Railioad, inc
Bnclosuies



EXHIBIT 3 - USGS MAPS
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EXHIBIT 4 - BRIDGE PHOTOGRAPHS AND
DESCRIPTIONS



Grand Rapids 122.21

Inspected By-
Inspection Date

Bridge Inspection Report
Mid-Michigan Railway
Grand Rapids
Michigan
Stan Relmer

May 22,2006 DELCAIM

#_Spans_
# Tracks

Year Built
_ Heigjtf

Alignment
Grand Rapids 122 21

Prairie Creek
SUDerstructura

Scour
Channel/Road

Approach

Stnnflere
rBeanis

Bridge Seats/Caps
Abuts/Backwalls

Piers. Towers, BentsGirdersFruss/Slab
Top Flange

Ttes (Open Deck) Bottom Flange
Web/Diagonals

Bearing Stiffners
Footwalk
Handrail Overall Rating

COMMENTS
Photo # Remarks

PD3
"POiiP03
P05-P11

Delcan 2006 Notes. _________ ___ __
61 reject ties counted this year

• Brush overgowlng track near first abutment
- Monitoring timber bearing btosks - OK Tor now

Delcan 2005 Notes1

'- 76/102 reject tics (75%)"

~>03
_P10 ""
P06.P07

Delcan 2004 Notes.
• Approaches low _ _
-67/1 02 reject ties <66%) _ ~ ' " ™ ________
- Abutment 2 - backwall He is also reject _ - ____
Timber bearing blocks In poor condition ___ _ ____
Bridge is at the end of the Grand Rapids lino and used only for storage _

UMA 2003 Notes-
26 of 51 and 31 of 51 ties are poor Replace deck within 1 year. AB 1 timber bearing
Mocks are cracked and need repair within 1 year. Pier 1 and AB2 are air.

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
Urgency Description
1 year_

6~y«a"rV

Replace all ties, backwall ties and tie spacers - tSO.000
- Alternately spot and replace 60 ties • $30.000
Ropiace timber bearing blocks - $3,000

Printed 26/07/2006 Page 37 of 91 Delcan Inc



Grand Rapids 123.81

Inspected By:
Inspection Date.

Bridge Inspection Report
Mid-Michigan Railway
Grand Rapids
Michigan
Stan Relm«r

May 22. 2006
Timber Trestlo Structure

Structure
#Spans
#tracks

Year Built

PT
1
r

Dackjyp.
Length
Height

Alignment
General I

Ballast,
e"

Crossing
Access

Flow Dir

Stream
Road
R-L

5 uperBtructutepsuaaL
_is

Grand Rapids 123.81
Ionia Creek

auDstnicture
Scour

Channel/Roaa
Approacl

3ecl
Ties

fie Spacers
TraCK

Footwalk
I landrail

Fair
Fair
Fair

Fair

Fair

Stringers

Girders/TnJss/Slab
Top Flange

Bottom Flange
Web/diagonals

Bearmg Stiffners
Bracing

Beanngs

BridfleSeats/Caps
Abuts/Backwalls

Piers. Towers Bents
Poor

Misc
Guard Rail

Overall Rating' Fair
COMMENTS

Photo # Remarks
Dejcan 2006 Notes
• No change in condition since 2005

P0_1
P04

Delcan 2006 Notes __
-No change in condition since 2004
Delcan 2004 Notes.
• Approaches OK
- Masonry abutments with timber stringers
- Some masonry joints opening up
UMA 2003 Notes.
Masonry abutments Could be replaced with culvert and fill.

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
Urgency Description

No action necessary

Printed ? 8/07/2 006 Page 38 of 91 Oelcan Inc



Grand Rapids 124.95

Bridge Inspection Report
Mid-Michigan Railway
Grand Rapids
Michigan

Inspection Date
restlc Structure

Structure
# Spans
# Tracks

Deck Typ
Length

_.. Height
Alignment

Grossing Jwy
_Access I Road
Flow Dir Grand Rapids 124.95

Farm Access Road
SuDerstructuro

Bnage Seats/Caps
_Abuts/Back walls

Piers, lowers. Bents

Scour
Channel/Road

Approach Girders/Truss/Slab

Bottom FlangoTies
Tie Spacers

Track
Footwalk

Web/Diagonals
Bearing Stiffners

Bracing
Beannqs Overall Rating

COMMENTS
Photo # Remarks

P04.POS
P10
P18

P04-pf6
P16
P16

Delcan 2006 Notes;
-Stringer 10crushing_at_bonM ^ _
• Stringer 10 bulging between^ents 1 and 2
• Stringer 1 of span 3 Is also rotten
• All pile caps are rotten and need replacement
• Bent 4 • post 1 isjptten .
Bent 3 - post 6 ls_ hojjow

P04
P05-P14

P01 ""

Delcan 2005 Notes
•'Span 1 - stringer fo crushed
- All pile caps are deteriorated
Delcan 2004 Notes
-Approaches a bit low

_
P04

"P05.P06
P07.P08

P09
Pl'L

P1LP12"

-1 lane under each 0^2 center benta
- Stringer 10 Is crushing at bent 1
- Bent 1 cap Is rotten both ends
- Bent 2 cap to rotten both ends . _
- Bent 3 cap is rotting on toft
- Bent 4 cap ts rotting onjeft
- Bent 5 cap is rotting both ends

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
Urgency Description
1 year
Urgent

Replace all 6 pile caps - $26,000
Replace stringer 10 at bent 1 and stringer 1 of span 3 • $10.000 _

Printed 28/07/2006 Pago 39 of 91 Delcan !nc



Grand Rapids 125.96

Bridge Inspection Report
Mid-Michigan Railway
Grand Rapids
Michigan

Inspection Date

DeckTyp
Length1

Height
^Access
Flow Dir Grand Rapids 125.96

Culvert

Superstructure
Bndge Seats/CapsStringers! ___

Abuts/BackwallsChan no I/Road
Approach

Floor (Beams
Girders/Truss/Slab Piers. Towers. Bents

Top Range
Ties (Open Deck) Bottom Flango

TieSpacers
track

Footwalk
Handrail

Web/Diagonals
Bearing Sllffners

Bracing
Beanngs Overall Rating

COMMENTS
Photo # Remarks

P01
Dolcan 2006 Notesj _
- Approaches a bit low thte year

Delcan 2005 Notes:
- Approaches OK

Delcan 2004 Notes:
P01
P02

- Approaches low _ „ . . ..
• Concrete box culvert In fair shape with minor 9 pal I Ing at inlet and outlet
Timber wmgwalls OK for now

UMA 2003 Notes-
Slightly efflorescent. Low mileage left and right retaining walls are rotating out and_
need repair within 3 years

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
Urgency Description

No action noeasaary

Printed 2Q/C7/2006 Page 40 of 91 Delcan Inc.



Grand Rapids 126.28

Mid-Michigan Railway
Grand Rapids
Michigan

Inspected By.
Inspection Date
Steel Structure (Girders/Beams)

Cfossm
Access.

Flow Dir
Length.
Height7

_# Spans
# tracks

Year Built
Grand Rapids 126 28

Grand River

Stringers
Floor Jteamg

Gibers/Inss/Slab

Bridge Seats/CapsScour
Channel/Road

Approach
Abula/Backwajls

Piers Towors, Beits
TopFJange

Bottom Flange
Web/Diagonals

Ties (Open Deck)

Bearing Sliffners
FootwalK
Handrail Poor I Overall Rating

Bridge Inspection Report

COMMENTS
Photo # Remarks

P03
P04>10

P10
P11

Del can 2006 Notes- _
• Open deck • only 86 reject lies this year
• Monitoring tlmberboarlng blocks
• Monitoring pier S left bearing Beat spatting - OK far now
• Monitoring pier 4 left bearing seat crack - OK for now

Del can 2005 Notes*
• Second approach is low
" 99/406 reject ties (26%)
Delcan 2004 Notes.

_P01
P03

_P04
P11>24

P14

- Approaches a bit low
- 97/406 reject ties |24%j"
- Timber tie spacers are rotting
- Timber bearing blocks deteriorating with weeds growing from them "
- Pier 5 cracking below left bearing • monitor
UMA_2003_Notesj
2 of 25,21 of 86.12 of 87.10 of 87.13 of 87.11 of 26"ties of span 1 to 6,
respectively, are poor Plan for spot tie replacement Approaches are fair Steel Is all
fair with no hole. AB2 and Pier 1,2 & 4 timber blocks are poor and need to be _
replaced within 3 years. _^_

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
Urgency Description
3 years Replace timber blocking - $15,000

Printed 28/07/2006 Page 41 of 91 Delcan tnc



Grand Rapids 126.56

Inspected By.
Inspection Date

Bridge Inspection Report
Mid-Michigan Railway
Grand Rapids
Michigan
Stan Rainier
' May 22, 2006'

Steel Structure (Girders/Beams!
Structure
tf'Spans

^
Year Built

DPG
|2
1

DeckTyp
Length1

Height:
Alignment

Open_
128

Scour
Channel/Roaa

Approach
Deck

Ties (Open Deck)
Tie Spacers

Track
Footwaik
Handrail

Access
Flow Dir

Superstructure
Stnngers

_Flopr Beams
GrrdeFs/fruss/Sla'b

Top Flange
Bottom Flange
Web/Diagonals

Bearing Sliffners

EH
fFalT

Bracing
Beanngs

Fair
Fair"
Fair
Fajr
£air_
Fair

Grand Rapids 126 56
Grand River Flats
Substructure

Bridge Seats/Caps
Abuts/BackwalJs

Piers, lowers'.'bonts

Fair
Poor

Misc
Guard Rail

Overall Rating: Fair
COMMENTS

Photo # Remarks
Delcan 2006 Notes

_P03
P04~.P08
_P1Q_

poe'.pbs

- Open deck - only 18 reject ties this year
- Monitoring timber bearing blocks
j_Pack rust between back-to-back bracing angles -typical
- Bearing seats dirty - typical

fOJ

P01_
>03

Delcan 2005 Notes
-19/114 reject tie'sTl6%)
Delcan 2004 Notes
- Approaches OK

P04
P05

P06-P11

-11/114 reject ties (10%) ___
- Timber tie spacers rotting
- Abutment 1 backwall tie crushed
• Timber bearing blocks deteriorating with weeds growing from them
UMA 2003 Notes-
18 of 57 and 22 of 57 ties of span 1 & 2 are poor and need spot replacement within
3 years AH timber bearing blocks are In poor condition - replace within 3 years
Approaches are crushed 3 ties are broken

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
Urgency Description
5 years Replace timber blocking - $10.000

Printed ?8/07/200B Page 42 of 91 Delcan Inc



Grand Rapids 127.77

Inspected By.
Inspection Date.

Bridge Inspection Report
Mid-Michigan Railway
Grand Rapids
Michigan
Stan Relmer

May 22.2006

Timber Trestle Structure

_SJructure_
# Spans"
# Tracks

Year Built

PT
'8_
"1

DeckTyp
Length
Height:

Alignment

Scour
Channel/Road

Approach

Ins
Tie Spacers

Track
Footwalk
Handrail

Poor

Fair

Bottom Flange
Web/Diagonals

Bearing Stiffners
Bracing

Bearings Poor
COMMENTS

Photo # Remarks

P02
P04
P05

Delcan 2006 Notes-
• Moss growing In deck plank ends
• Bent 1 cap split

PQTjPOB
P09-P10

PQ2.P04
P06

- Bent 2 pile cap split _,

POB
P09JMO
P11-P13

- Bent 4 sill plate cracked along entire length
- Bent 5 cap cracked on left hut OK for now
- Bent 6 cap spill both ends _
Delcan 2005 Notes- _ _
- Bent 1 cap is rotten
- Bent 2 sill plate is spill and rotten on right and burned on left
- Bent 4 - stump 1 hollow, stump 5 punky
- Bent 6 cap split and rotten _
• Bent 4 • sill plate split and rotten, post 6 rotten
Delcan^?04 Notes ___J 2.
"Approaches OK " ^
'• Ballast deck ties poor
• Bent 1 • cap is split on right only - monitor, post 6 is hollow
• Bent 2 • cap split on right and rotten on left, post 1 spin and to be banded
• Bent 3 -stump 1 hollow
• Bent B -"cap Is split on left only • monitor

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
Urgency Description

Replace pile caps for bents 1,2 and 6 and bent 4 sill plate - $20.000
Banding Program • bent 2 • post 1

Printed 28/07/2006 Page 43 of 91 Delcan Inc.



Grand Rapids 127.83

Bridge Inspection Report

Mid-Michigan Railway
Grand Rapids
Michigan

InsQectedByj
Inspection'Dale

Timber Trestle Structure
DeckTyp

Terigjh
Crossing

Access
Flow Dir

Structure
#Spans

"# Tracks
YearBulFt

Grand Rapids 127.03
Stream

SuMrBtniCiuro

Scour
Channel/Road

Approach

Stringers
Floor Beams

Oooo I Badge Seats/Caps
Abuts/Backwalb

Piers. Towers. Bents GoodGirdersmuss/Slab
Top Flange

.BoRorn Flange
Web/Dlagonala

Bearing Strffners

Ties (Open Deck)

___ Track
Footwalk
Handrail Overall Rating I Good

COMMENTS

Photo # Remarks
Delcan 2006 Notes_
-No change m condition since J005

Delcan 2005 Notes
- No change In condition since 2004

• Approaches OK
• 0/38 reject ties

P02 - Bridge recently replaced by Osmose • as new condition _ _
LIMA 2003 _Nptes-_ " _
Bridge was repaired 2 years ago All In good' condition. No action required

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

Urgency Dcscnption
No action necessary

Printed 28/07/2006 Page 44 of 91 Dfllcan Inc



Grand Rapids 131.61

R^
Inspected By
Inspection Date1

Bridge Inspection Report (HIlBffiiiifilffi '*
Mid-Michigan Railway IM^B îll̂ '̂ ^̂ ^

»™'"'pld> BBiifê
StanRelmer _ _ r-|sai ^AfviBa^HBWPWWiwI*̂ 1^

May 22. 2006 OStCAIM •MP?TC*TO
Timber Tr stleStruc Lire mmMML<̂ ii&nsmm
Structure
ft Spans

"# tracks
Year BuiH

PT
3_ _-

?

DeckTyp Ballast Crossing Stream ffĵ ^^^^v'̂ ^^
Length 36 Access Road 1
Height. Flow Dir L - R 1 Grand Rapids 1 31 .61

Alignment T | Hunts Creek
ftart-raî MHiBKn-̂ al SiinaratriicttiroKtllaiiBM Subftlruelura§njO|Hl»

Scour
Channel/Road

Approach
Deck

lies
TiejSpacers

Track
Footwalk
Handrail

Fair Stringers! Fair 1 Bridge Seats/Caps! Bad II
Fair Floor Beams Abuts/Backwallsj Fair
Fair Girders/Truss/Slab Piers, Towers. Bents] Poor II

IW973f5fttV|| Ton Flange iflisc VeJHSsMiJ
Fair Bottom Flange Guard Raill 1

Web/Diagonals 1
Fair Bearing Stiffners 1

Bracing 1 |
Beanngs • I Overall Rating I Poor

COMMENTS
Photo #

P05
P04,P09

P06

P03-P04
P06

-•poi-
P03
P04

P06.P10
__PO»

Remarks
Delcan 2006 Notes
- Bent 2 cap broken In middle - urgent replacement
- Monitoring bent 1 cap
- Bent 3 - pile 1 rotten

Delcan 2005 Notes.
- Bent 1 pile cap split and rotten
- Ballast deck floor boards are rotten on ends
Delcan 2004 Notes:
- Approaches OK
-Ballast deck ties OK
- Bent 3 - pile 1 rotten
- Bent 1 - pile cap rotten on right only - monitor
- Bent 4 - pile 1 1s hollow
UMA 2003 Notes-
Bent 2 cap 2 Is cracked and needs repair within 3 years Bent 3 cap 3 was replaced
and pile 2 & 6 wore damaged by jacking the cap up Bent 4 pile 6 Is hollow Pile 1 1s
very hollow Post pile 1 & 6 within 3 vears.

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
Urgency
Urgent
3 years
Monitor

Description
Replace bent 2 cap
Replace bent 1 pile cap - $5,000
Ballast deck floorboards

Printed 2a'07/2008 Page 45 of 91 Delr.an Inc



Grand Rapids 132.75

Inspected By:
Inspection Date:

Bridge Inspection Report
Mid-Michigan Railway
Grand Rapids
Michigan
Stan Relmer
' May 22. 2006" DELCAN

Timber Trestle Structure
Structure
~# Spans:
IJraciw.
Yaar Built

PT
8^
1
7

Deck
' Length

Height
Alignment

General

Ballast
102

Scour
Channel/Road

Approach
Deck

Ties (Open Deck)
Tie Spacers

Track
Footwalk
Handrail

Crossing I Stream
Access Road

FlDwbir L - R

Superstructure man
Floor Beams

GirdersATruss/Slab
Top Flange

Boilom Flange
Web/Diagonals

Bearing Stiffnere
Bracing

Bearings

Grand Rapids 132.76
Saranac Creek

Stringers Poor I Bridge Seats/Caps

Poor

Abute/Backwalls
Piers. Towers. Bents

Misc
Guard Rail

Overall Rating Poor
COMMENTS

Photo # Remarks

POB
P06

"P07
P08
PUf

Delcan 2006 Notes _
• Bent 1 • pjles 1,4,6.6 arid cap all reject

P14~
P15-P17

P07

JP08_
POfl

• Bent 2 • piles 1,2, S and 6 are reject
• Bent 3 - piles 1.2 and 6 are reject
• Bent 4 - piles 1.3 and 6 are reject
• Bant 5 • piles 3, S and 6 "are reject" ""
• Bent 6 - Pjle Jjreject ..

l_BerU.7_-_OK '
• Bent 8 - pile 5 stump is hollow
• Bent 9 - piles 2,3, S, 6 and'cap all reject

De lea n_ 2005 Notes;
• Bent 2 - piles 1 and 2 are hollow'
- Bent 4 • pile 1 is rotten as well
- Bent 8 - pile 5 Is rotten (6 is OK)
- Bent 6 - pile 1 is rotten _^_
- Bent 3 • pile 2 is hollow
- Stringer 1 ot spans 7 and 8 Is rotten

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
Urgency Description

Frame bents 1,2 and 9 - $30.000

S years

Post bents 3,4 and S (3 piles each) • $20.000
Ropjace stringer 1 of spans 3 and 4 and stringer 1 of spans 7 and 8 - $8,000
Banding program for 6 piles ^_ .
Replace all stringers and ballast deck floor planks"- $50,000

Printed 28/07/2006 Page 46 of 9" Delcan Inc



Grand Rapids 133.50

Bridge Inspection Report
Mid-Michigan Railway
Grand Rapids
Michigan

Inspected By: Stan Relmer
May 22. 2006 OELCAIMInspection Date

Crossing: Stream
# Spans
# Tracks

Year Built
Grand Rapids 133 60

Culvert

Scour
Channel/Road

Approach

Slnngersj Bridge Seats/Caps
Abuts/BacKwajIs

Piers. Towers, BentsGirder s/Truss/Slab
Top Flange

Bottom Flange
Web/Diagonals

Ties (Opan Dech)
Tie Spacers

Bearing Sliffners
BracingFootwalk

Handrail Overall Rating-
COMMENTS

Photo # Remarks

P01-P04
Delcan 2006 Notes _
- No change In condition since 2005

Delcan 2005 Notes
- No'change In condition since 2004

P01
P03
P02

Delcan 2004 Notes
- Approaches OK
• Double barrel pipe culvert
• Some cracking in head walls
UMA 2003 Notes
Double run of concrete, pipe Concrete headwalls are breaking up No action
required

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
Urgency Description

No action necessary _

Printed 28/07/2003 Page 47 of 91 Delcan Inc
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iNmrumn

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Bhbop Hcny Wtapplc Fated Budding

ronSneflu* UN BUlMOtt

FWS/NWRS-RE-General
Railroad Abandonments

October 26.2007

Surface Transportation Board
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA)
1925 K Street, NW
Washington,DC 20423

Dear Sir/Madam

Hunk you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed abandonment of service on 15 83
miles of railroad line between MP 137.83 and MP 122 00, located m Kent and Ionia Counties,
Michigan. STB Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X)

We have researched our ownerships in the vicinity and have determined we do not own any land
or interests in land in the vicinity of the proposed rail line abandonments We do not have any
concerns regarding real estate matters in the abandonments

Sincerely,

/s/Patrick G. Carnal

Patrick G Carroll
Senior Realty Officer
Division of Realty

cc LouisE Gitomer. Law Offices of Louis IS Gitomer

77


