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Law OFFICFS OF
Louls E. GITOMER

[.ous = GITOMRR THE ADAMS BUII DING, SUITE 31
Lou GIOMER@ VERIZON NIFT lanuary 24, 2008 600 BALTIMORF, AVENUE
TOWSON, MARYLAND 212044022

(202) 466 6532

Miclugan Historie Center FAY (410) 332 0885

702 West Kalamaroo Sticet
P O Box 30740
T anging, MTI 48909-8240

RE. Daocket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigun Readroad, Inc —
Abundonment Exemption-in Kent und lomu Conunties, MI

Dear MadamiSir

On October 22, 2007, the Mid-Miclugan Railroad, Ine (*“MMRR") served a
Combined Environmental and Ehstorie Report (the “CEHR™) concerning the
abandonment of a 15 83-nule 1a1l hine between milepost 137 83, southeast ol Lowell, and
nulepost 122 00, cast of Piairie Center, the end of the line proposed for abandonment, 1n
Kent and Toma Counties, MI (the “Line™)

‘The CEHR nadvertemly contained the description and prctines of the wrong
bridges 1n answers three and four to the Historic Repott pottion of the CEHR  Attached
15 a revised CEHR containing the conect information for the bridges and culverts on the

Line
If vou have uany questions, please contact me
Sincerely. y ¢ .
. £ %
e //f: E Gitomer

Attorney for Mid-Michigan Railioad, Inc
Enclosure
cc Acting Sceictary Quinlan

M Wetnstein
M1 Navechy



COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
(49CFER 11057 and 1105 8)

Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X)

MID-MICHIGAN RAILROAD, INC ~ABANDONMLNT EXEMP I ION-
IN KENT AND IONIA COUNTIES, MI

Dated Octoher 22, 2007
Revised BDecember 18, 2007
Corrected January 24, 2008
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives Describe the proposed action, including
commoditics transported, the planned disposition (1f any) ol any rail line and other structures that
may he involved, and any possible changes 1n curient operations ot maintenance practices Also
desciibc any rcasonable alternatives to the proposed action  Inclwde a readable, detailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project
Mid-Michigan Raihoad, Inc (“MMRR"™) proposes to abandon the 15 83-mile raul line
between southeast of .owell, milepost 137 83, and east of Praine Center, milepost 122 00, the
end of the ling, in Kent and lonia Countics, Ml (the “Line™) Upon receipt of abandonment
authonty, MMRR proposes to convert the Line to interim trail use/rail bankirg under 16 U S C
§ 1247(d) through the sale or lease of the Line to a third party MMRR will salvage the track
and matcnals from the Line, but will leave the ties, ballast, bridges and culverts in place for the
use of the trail
Abandonment of the Line will result in the removal of the ral MMRR does not intend 1o
disturb any sub grade or sub grade structures and docs not intend to remove any bridge

structures. | he operations and mamntenance of the line will cease  Removal of the Line will

result in the elimination of mine public road crossings and 20 private crossings.

' MMRR has corrected the bridge information 1n sections 3 and 4 of the Historic Report



In 2006 there were two shippers using the Line, Gallagher Farm Service

(“(rallagher™) and Standard Lumber, both located near lonia. Gallugher has shipped cight cars 1n
2004, 11 cars 1n 2005, 15 cars in 2006, and ninc cars through June 2007 Standard Lumber has
shipped one car in 2004, two cars in 2005, two cars in 2006, and one car through June 2007
Traftic on this 15 83-mile line has been very light since 2004,

[here are two alicrnatives to a tull abandonment  One alternative would be for MMRR
not to abandon the Linc [.imited service has been provided on the Line since 2004 The Line 15
a stub end track and therefore has no overhead traffic  With little traffic, MMRR has decided to
seek abandonment of the Linc ‘The other more likely alternative will be for MMRR to convert
the Line to mterim trail use/rai} banking through the sale or lease of the Line to a third party
MMRR has engaged in negotiations with the third party, which 1s seeking to acquire the Line for
trail use It would be MMRR’s prelcrence to obtain authority to abandon the Line and convert 1t
to interim traul use/ru1l banking through the sale or lease of the Line to the thnd party

A map of the proposed abandonment 1s attached hereto as Exhibit 1 2

(2) 1ransportanon System Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or
local transportation systems and patterns  Estimate the amount of trafTic (passenger or freight)
that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action

No passenger traftic will be diverted to other modes as a result of the proposed
abandonment  Seventeen carloads were shipped over the Linc in 2006 and 10 through June
2007 Hence, it appecars that 17 to 20 cars of freight traffic per year would be diverted motor

carner  Accordingly, the proposed abandonment should have no adverse effects on regional or

local transportation systems and patterns,

2 The copy of the map that accompanied the information-gathering letter has been removed from
that letter That map was the same as the map in Exhibit | accompanying this report



(3) Land Use (1} Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or a review of the official planming documents prepared by such agencics, state whether the
proposed action 1s conststent with existing land use plans Describe any inconsistencies  (1i)
Bascd on consultation with the U S Sotl Conversation Service, state the effect of the proposed
action on any prime agncultural land (1) If the action affects land or water uses within a
designated coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required by 11059 (1v) If the
proposed action 18 an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way 1s suitable for
alternative public use under 49 U S C § 10905 and explain why.

(i) MMRR considers the proposed abandonment to be consistent with existing land use
plans Other than in lonia and Saranac, the land adjoining the Line 1s mainly rural in character

MMRR contacted Kent and Ionia Counties, MI and the cities of Lowell, Sarunac and
lonia, M1 by letters dated October 22, 2007 See Exhibit 2 No response has been received as of
this date A copy ol this Environmental Report has been mauded (o the appropriate local and state
agencrces for their information and further comment

(1) MMRR does not believe that there 1s any prime agnicultural land that will be
affected MMRR notified the United States Department of Agnculture (“*USDA™) Natural
Resources Conscrvation Scrvice (the agency succceding to the responsibilities of the Soil
Conservation Service) of the ptoposed abundonment by letter dated October 22, 2007, and
requested assistance 1n 1dentifying any potential etfects on prime agricultural land. Sec Exhibit
2 No respanse has been reccived to date A copy of this report is being supplied to the USDA
for 1ts information and lurther comment

(1) The Lane does not pass through a designated coastal zonc

(1v) Based on discussions with local groups, MMRR believes that the Line s suttable for

s
interum {rail use/ rail banking



(4) Encrgy (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of encrgy
resources (u) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities  (u1) State
whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall energy cfficiency
and explain why (1v) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carmage of
more than (A) 1,000 rail carloads a ycar, or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per vear
for any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and
show the data and methodology used to arrive at the ligure given

(i) The proposed abandonment will have no eftect on the transportation of cnergy
resources

(1) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of recyclable
commodities

(1) The proposed abandonment will have mimmal effect on overall energy efficiency
since there has heen mmnimal traffic uses the Line

(iv) The proposed abandonment wili not cause the diversion more than 1.000 rail carloads
a ycar, or an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the Linc of rail traffic to
motor carriage

(3) Air (1) Lfthe proposed action will result in cither  {(A) An increase 1n rail traffic of ut
least 100 percent {measured in gross ton mules annually) or an increasc of at least cight trains a
day on any segment of rail line affected by the proposal, or (B) an increase in rail yard activity of
at lease 100 percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) an average increase in truch traffic of
more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road
scgment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions For a proposal under49 U S C §
10901 (or § 10505) to construct a new linc or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned
line, only the eight train a day provision in sub-section (S}(1)(A) will apply (n) If the proposed
action affects a class 1 or nonattainment arca under the Clean Air Act, and will result in either
{A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured n gross ton miles annually) or an
inctease of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail ling; (B) an incrcase n rail yard
activity of at least 20 percent (measuted by carload activity), or (C) an average inciease in truck
tralfic of more than 10 percent ol the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road
segment, then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters
established by the State Implementation Plan  However, for a rail constiuction under 49 U S C
§ 10901 (or49 U S C § 10505), or a case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously
abandoned Line, only the three tiain a day threshold in this item shall apply (i) If transportation
of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) 1s contemplated, idenufy the



malcnials and quantity, the frequency of service, satety practices (including any speed
restriclions), the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills, contingency plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of an accidental release
of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or derulment

(1) The proposed abandenment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specitied
thresholds

(u) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding’the specified
thresholds

(1) ‘The proposed abandonment will not aftect the transportation of ozone depleting
materials

(6) Nowsc. [fany of the thresholds wlentified in 1tem (5)(1) of this section are surpassed,
state whether the proposed action will cause (i) an incremental increase in noisc levels of three
dectbels Ldn or more, or (i1) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels L.dn or greater  If so,
1dentify sensitive receptors (¢ g , schools, hbrarcs, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise mncrease for these
receptors 1f the thresholds are swipassed

Not applicable

(7) Safety (1) Descnibe any eflects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vchicle delay tme at ralroad grade ctossings) (u) If hazardous materials are
expected 10 be transported, identify. the materials and quantty, the frequeney of service, whether
chemucals are being transported that, 1f mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds,
safety practices (including any speed restrictions), the applicant's safety record (1o the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and hasardous spills, the contingency plans to deal with
accidental splls, and the likelihood of an accidental relcasc of hazardous materials. (ui) If there
are any known hazurdous waste sites or sites where there have been known hazardous matcrials
spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials
mvolved.

{1) The proposed abandonment will have no dettunental effects on public health and
sitfety  MMRR will cease operaung over the [.ine  As a result of the abandonment, MMRR will
remove nine public 10ad crossings and 20 private crossings

(11) I'he proposed abandonment will not atfect the trunsportation of hazardous materials.



(i) MMRR 1s not aware of any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have
been known hazardous matenals spills on the Line

(8) Biologicul Resources (1) Based on consultation with the U § Fish and Wildlife
Service. stale whether the proposed action 1s likely to adversely affect endangercd or threatened
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects (1) State whether
wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be affected, and describe
any effects

(1) MMRR does not believe that the proposed action 1s likely to adversely affect
endungered or threatened specics or arcas designated as a enbical habitat MMRR notified the
U S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“LSF&W™) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated
October 22, 2007, and requested assistance in determining whether the proposed abandonment
will adversely affeet endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habital
Sev Exhibit 2 A copy of this Report was supplied to the USF&W for its information and Rirther
comment By letter dated October 26, 2007, the USF& W stated “[w]c do not have any concerns
repgarding real estate matters in the abandonments  See Exhibit 5

(1) Between Saranac and loma, the Linc passes through the lonia State Recreation Area
MMRR does not expeet the abandonment to affect the loma State Recreation Area since MMRR
15 planming Lo ¢ease operauons, only remove track and matenals, and convert the Line to interim
trail use/rail banking

MMRR 1s unawarc of any other wildlife sanctuanes or refuges, National or Stale parks or
forests that would be adversely affected by the proposed abundonment

MMRR notified the National Parks Service of the proposed abandonment by letter dated

October 22, 2007, and rcquested assistance in 1dentifying any potential effects on wildlife

sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests See Exhibit 2 To date, no response lo



this request has been received A copy of this Report 1s being supplied to the National Park
Service for its information and comment

(9) Water (1) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards
Describe any inconsistencies (1) Based on consultation with the U.S Army Corps of Engincers,
staie whether permuts under section 404 of the Cleun Water Act (33 U S C § 1344) are 1equired
for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
affected Describe the effects (111) Statc whether permuts under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 US.C § 1342) are requred for the proposed action.

(i) MMRR s confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent wath applicable
water quality standards MMRR contacted the Michigan 1Department of Environmental Quality
(“MIDEQ™) and the Unuted States Environmental Protection Agency (“"USEPA™) by letters dated
Octoher 22, 2007 See Fxhibit 2 To date, na response to this request has been received A copy
of this Report has been supplied to the MIDEQ and USEPA for their information and comment

(1) MMRR helieves that no pernuts under section 404 of the Clean Water Act are
required for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plams
will be affected by the proposed abandonment MMRR does not plan to salvage any ol the tes,
ballast, or bridges on the Line so that they can be used when the Line 15 converted to interim trail
use/ratl banking Upon receiving abandonment authonity, removal of material will be
accomplished by usc of the right-of-way for access, along with cxisting public and private
crossings No new aceess roads arc contemplaled MMRR does not intend to disturb any of the
undetlymg 1oadbed or perform any activiies that would cause sedimentation or erosion of the
so1l, and do not anticipate any dredging or use of fill in thc removal of the track matenial Debris
will be transported away rom the Line and will not be discarded along the night-of-way nor be

placed or left in streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways Also, during track

removal, appropriatc measurcs will be implemented to picvent or control spills from fuels,



lubricants or any other pollutant matenals from entening any waterways Based upon this course
of action, MMRR does not believe a permut under Section 04 of the Clcan Water Act will be
required

MMRR contacted the U S Army Corps ol Engineers by letter dated October 22, 2007
and has received no response to date  See Exhibit 2. A copy of this Report has been supphied to
the US Army Corps of Cngincers for 11s information and comment

(i1i) MMRR believes that no pernut under section 402 of the Clean Water Act would be
required for the abandonment MMRR docs not plan to salvage any of the ties, ballast, or
bridges on the Line so that they can be used when the Line 15 converted to interim trail use/rail
bankmg MMRR contacted the MIDEQ and the USEPA by letter dated October 22, 2007 See
Exmbit 2 A copy of this Report has been supplied to the MIDEQ and USEPA for then
information and further comment

(10) Propused Mitigation, Describe any actions that are proposcd o mitigate adverse
environmental impacts, indicaung why the propused mitigation 1s appropriate

MMRR does nol expect any adverse environmental impact from the propesed
abandonment and, therefore, see no need for any mitigating actions MMRR will, of course,
adhere to any remedial actions suggested by the recipients of this Report, which are 1equired by
the Board

HISTORIC REPORT

I AUSGS topographic map (or allemate map drawn to scale and sufficiently detaibed
to show buildings and other structures 1n the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the
location of the proposed aclion, and the locations and approximate dimensiens of ratlroad
struclures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the propused action,

US Geological Survey Maps have been supplied to the Michigan Historic Center

(*MIHC™) See Exhibit 3



2 A written description of the right of way (including approximate widths, to the extent
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area,

‘The 15 83-mule night-of-way 1s generally 100 feet wide, with some variance 1n towns and
villages

The [.inc begins southeast of Lowell at milepost 137.83 at an elevation of about 642 feet,
Just west of Montcalm Avenue near the intersection with Riverside Drive  The Line travels in an
casterly direction south of the Grand River and parallel to Riverside Drive  he Line tuins
northeasterly and passes through Saranac, rematning between the Grand River 1o the north and
Riverside Drive to the south of the Line. The Line then passes through the lonia State
Recreation Area

The Line continues easterly until 1t turns northeasterly again to cross the Grand River
southwest of loma Upon reaching lonia, the Line turns castward and passcs through the
southern part of lonia before crossing Prairic Crech. | he Linc ends just east of Prairic Creck at
milepost 122 0 at an elevation of aboul 647 feet.

3 Good quality photographs (actual photographic piints, not photocopies) of ratlroad
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately surrounding area,

Photographs of the bridges on the Line that are 50 years old or older and a detailed
descripuion of the bndges are attached as Exhibit 4 MMRR 15 in the process of entering
agreements 1o convert the Line into interim trail use/rail banking MMRR cxpects that the trail
user will require MMRR 10 leave the ties, ballast, and bridges intact for traul use  Therefore,
MMRR will not be removing any of the tics, ballast, or bndges on the line MMRR will only
rctnove the track and materials from the bridges, but will leave the bridges in place for trail use

4 The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations, to the extent such information 1s known,

See Exhibit 4



5 A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the areu, and an explanation of what,
1f any, changes arc contcmplated as a result of the proposed action,

The Line was built by the Detroit & Milwaukee Railroad in 1857, which became the
Detroit (hand Haven & Milwaukee Railroad (the *“DGHM™) ‘Lhe Grand Trunk Western
Railroad Company ("GTW™) acquured the DGHM m 1882 and merged the assets into GIW in
1928

GTW sold the Line to Straits Corporation (*5C*) 1n 1986, which became the Ceniral
Michigan Ratlroad Company (*CMR™) The Grand Rapids Eastern Railroad Company (* GRE™)
acquired the Line from CMR 1n 1993 GRE was controlled by RailTex, Inc  In 1999, GRE wus
merged into MMRR - Rail Tex merged into RallAmenica, Inc 1n 2000

As a result of the abandonment, MMRR proposes to stop railroad operations and convert
the Line to intenim trail userrail banking

6 A bricl summary ol documents 1n the carrier's possession, such as engineering
diawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be lustoric,

MMRR puossesses the viluation maps of the Line, but 1s not aware of any other

ducumentation tn 1ts possession

7 Anopinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for histing on the National Register of Histone
Places (36 CF R 60 4), and whether there 1s a likelihood of archeological resources or any other
previously unknown historic propertics in the project arca, and the basts tor these opinions
(including any consultations with the State Historie Preservation Office, local historical societies
or untversities),

MMRR believes that the bridges and siructures vn the Line are not unusual or noteworthy
for inclusion on the Natronal Register ot Historic Places It is also MMRR® opimon that there
arc no archeological resources or other railroad related historic properties 1n the project area

Moreover, since MMRR 15 agieeable to converting the f.ine to interimn trail use/1a1l banking,

MMRR does not plan to alter, remove or dispose ol any ol the bridges that are on the Line



8 A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's posscssion) of
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance o1 fill, environmental conditions (naturally
occurring or manmade) that nught affect the archeological recovery ol resources (such as
swampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste), and the surrounding terrain

MMRR believes that there are no existing records as to the nawre of any known
subsurfacc ground disturbance or fill, or environmental conditions that might aftect the
archeological recovery of any potential resources

9 Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Otficer
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad owned
propertics or groups of properties immediately adjacent 1o the railroad nght-of-way photographs
of specitied properties that can be readily seen fiom the ratlroad night-of-way (or other public
rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered
archeological siles, idenufying the location and type of the site (1 ¢ prehistoric or native
Amelncan)

MMRR does not foresee the likelihvod that any additional information will need to be
supplied in association with the proposed abandonment other than that information previously
submitted But, if any additional mnfoimation 15 requested, MMRR will promptly supply the
necessary information

MMRR contacted MIHC See Exhibit 2 No responsc has been ieceived A copy of this

Report has been mailed to MIHC



EXHIBIT 1 - MAP
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EXHIBIT 2 - LETTERS



Law OFFICES OF
Louls E. GITOMER

THF ADAMS RUTLDING, SUTTE 301

Lous B Grrommr
Lou, GITOMER@VERIZON Nk October 22, 2007 600 BALTIMORE AVFNUH
TOWSON, MARYLAND 2§ 204-4022
. (202) 466-6532
Nationa: QOceanic and Atmospheric Adrnistrution FAX (410) 332-0885

National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West Highway
Siiver Sping, MD 20910-3282

RE:  Docket No AB-164 (Sub-Nu 12X), Mid-Michugan Raiiroad, Inc -
Ahandonment Exemption—in Kent and loma Counties, Ml

Dear Madam/Sir,

On or about November 13, 2007, we expect to be filing with the Surface
Trunsportation Board (“STB") a petition for exemption seeking authouty for Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc. (“MMRR"™} io abandon a 15.83-mile rail line between milepost
137 83, southeast of Lowell, and milepast 122,00, east ol Praine Center, the end of the
line proposed for abandonment, in Kent and fonia Countics, M1

Attached is a Combined Enviionmental and Histosic Report describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and histonic cffects, as well as a map of
the affected aiea  We are providing tius report so that you may review the information
that will Jorm the kasis for the STR' independent enviraamental analysis of this
procecdmng Il any of the mivimation 18 misleading o1 menirect, o you behieve that
peninent information i3 missing, or if you hive any questions about the STB'
envitonmental review protess, please contaet the Sceuon of Lovuonmental Analysis
(SEA). Surtace Transpotlation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, W ashington, N 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and reter W the above Dochet No AB-364 (Sub-Na. 12X)

Because the applicable statutes and 1egulations tmpose stringent deadlines for
processing this acuion, your wiitten comments t SEA (with a copy to our representative)
would be appreciated within 3 weeks, You: comments will be considered by the STB in
evaluating the environmental impacts o( the contemplated action, If there are any
questions concerning this proposal, please conitact our representative directly. Our
represcntative in this matter 1s Lauis E Gitomer who may be contacied by telephanc at
410-296-2250, emai] at Lou_Gitomer{@verizon.net, ol mai] at Law Offices of Louis E
Gitomer, 600 Baltimuie Avenue, Swte 301, Towson, MD 21204.

. l is B Gilomer
( Alwrney for Mid-Michigan Railioad, Inc,

Fnclosurcs



Law OFricuS oF
Louis E. GITOMER

Louis E Orromer THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301

Lou_GITOMER@ VERIZUN NET October 22, 2007 600 BAITIMORE AVENUE
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204 4022
{202) 466 6532
U 8. Fish and Wildiife Sz vice : FAX (410) 332 0885
Region 3

One Fedeial Drive
BHW Federal Building
Fort Snelling

Twin Citzes, MN 55111

Rb+  Docket Nu AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X), Mid-Michigan Ravlroad, Inc -
Abandonment Exemptum- in Kent and lonia Counties, M/

Dear Madanm/Sic

On or about November 13, 2007, we expect 1o be filing with the Surtace
Transportation Board ("STB") a pelilion {or exemplion seekurg unthority For Mul-
Michigan Railioad, Inc (“MMRR™) to abandon a 15 83-milc rail line between milepost
137 83, southeast uf Lowell, and milepost 122.00, east of Pratrie Center, the end of the
line proposed for abandonment, 1n Kent and {onia Counties, M1

Attached 1s 2 Combined tnvironmental and Flistoric Report describing the
proposed achion and any expected enviconmental and histonie effects, as well us a map of
the affecied area. We ate providing this report so thal you mey review the information
that will Sorm the basis for the STB' independent environmenta! analysis of this
procecding. If any of the information 1s misleading or incorrect, \f you believe that
pertinent information is missing, or i€ you heve any gquestions about the STB's
environmentil review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA), Surfoce Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Dockuet No AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X)

Recausc the applicable statutes and 1egulations impuse stungent deadhines tor
processimg tus action, your written cumments In SEA (with a copy to vur representative)
would be appueciated within 3 weeks  Yaur comments will be considered by the ST in
evaluating the environtmeatal impacts of the cuntemplated action  H there daie imy
qucstions varicerny tis proposal, please contact our 1epresentative daectly. Qur
1epresentative m ins mattet 15 Lows E, Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at
410-296-2250, email at Lou_Gitomer@verizon net, or mauj at Law Offices of Lows E.
Gilomer, 600 Baltimoure Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204

s:ru.).W
l,uu usA: Litomu

- L Atfoiney for Mid-Miclngan Ralroad, Inc
Enclosures



LAwW OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER

Louts E GrroviR THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301

1.ou_GITOMPR@VERIZON NE1 October 22, 2007 " nnm BALTIMORE AVENUL
US Environmental Protection Agency O A e 166 92
Region § PAX (410) 332 0885

Metcalf Bullding

Oflice ot Strategic Environmental Analysis
77 West Jachson Boulevard

Mailcode B-19J

Chicago, IL 60604

RE  Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigun Ruilroad, Inc -
Abandonment Kxemphon—in Kent and loma (Counnes, Ml

Dear Madam/Sir

On or about November 13, 2007, we expect Lo be filing with the Sut face
Transportation Board (“STR™) a petition (ur cxemplion xecking auihoi ity for Mid-
Michigon Rmiroad, Inc (“*MMRR™) 1o abandon & 15 83-miie rail line between milepost
137 83, southeast of Lowell, and milepost 122.00, vast of Prairie Cener, the end ol the
line proposed for abandonment, in Kent and loma Counties. Ml

Attached is @ Comnbined Lnviionmental and Histoue Reparl desenlnng the
proposcd action amd any expected chvironmental and histone effeets, as well as a map of
the alTecled arca. We arg providing this report so that you may review the informalion
that wall form the basis for the $TIVs independent environmental nnlysis of this
proceeding. 1T any of the informntion is nusleading or incorreet, i you believe that
pedinent information is missing, or il you have uny questians aboul the STB's
environmenlal review pracess, please contact the Sectivn of Environmemtal Analysis
(SEA), Surface '| mnsportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and reter 1o the above Dochet Nu, AB-364 (Sub-No, 12X).

Beeause the applicable statutes and regulations impese stringent deadlines for
processing this action, your waitten comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative)
would be uppreciated within 3 weeks  Your comments will be considered by the STB in
cvaluating the environmental impacts of the coniemplated action  If thete are any
gucstisms coneerming this proposal, please contact our tepresentative directly Qur
representative in this macter is Louis E. Gilumer who may be contucted by tefephone at
410-296-2250, cmaul ut Lou_Gitomer@venzon net, or mail at Law Offices of Lows E.
Gitomer, 600 Balumoe Avenue, Swite 301, Towson, MD 21204

Sin

1?0‘ E*Gitoumer
e ttorney for Mid-Michigan Rathoad, Inc
Enclasures



I.Aw OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER

Lowis E Grrover TIIE ADAMS BUILDING, SUTTE 301

'TOMER(G VERL? QOctober 22, 2007 600 BALTIMORR AVENUE
Lov G ON NET ’ TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204 4022
(202) 466-6532

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service TAX (4101 332 0885

3001 Coolidge Stieet
East Lansing, MI 48823-6350

RE. Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Ratlroad, Inc -
Abandonment £xemption m Kent und loma Counties, MI

Dear Madam/Sir

On or abnut November 13, 2007, we ¢xpect to be filing with the Surface
Transportation Board (“STB") & pchition for exemption secking authoity for Mad-
Michigan Rallroad, Inc (“MMRR"™) to abandon a 15 83-mule rail line between milepost
137 83, southcast of Lowel), and milepost 122.00, east of Prairie Center, the end of the
line proposed for abandonment, i Kent and lona Counties, MI

Attached 11 a1 Combined Environmental and Histoic Report describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and histonc cffects, as well as a map of
the affected area, We are providing this report so that you may review the mformation
thut will form the basis for the STI's independent environmental analysis of this
proceeding. I any of the information is misteading o incorreey, if you belicve that
pertinent information is missing, or if you huve any questions aboud the STR's
eavironmental review process, please conlact the Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA), Surface Transportation Board, {925 K Strect, NW, Washington, DC 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X)

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stingent deadhines for
pracessuiy this action, yan written comments to SEA (with a copy to nur reprosentative)
would be apieciated withn 3 weeks  Yow commients will be considered by the STB m
evaluating the cnvironmental impacts of the contemplated action  If there nve any
yuestions concening s proposal, pleass contact our representative dneetly  Our
representatrve n this matier 1s Lows £ Gatomer who may be comtacted by ielephone at
410-296-2250, email at {.ou_Gitomen@verizon net, or mail at Law Offices of Lows K
Gutomey, 600 Baftimare Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204

e

uis E. C;ttomur
Attoiney lo. Mud-Michigan Railioad, Inc

Sin

Lnclosures



L.Aw OFRICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER

THEADAMS DUILDING, SUTTE 301

Lotns E Giromrr
YoM 600 BALTIMORF AVENLIR
1.0U_GITOMER(@ VERIZON Mh i October 22, 2007 TOWSON LT e SO aLs
1202) 466 6532
Dctrost District Headquarters FAX [410) 332 O8RS
US Army Corps of Engineers
Detroit District
477 Michigan Ave.
Dettoit, M1 48226

Ry Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X), Mid-Michigan Ratlroad, inc -
Abandonment Exemption—in Kent and lonta Countees, M

Dear Madam/Sit

On or about November 13, 2007, we expect to he filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("§TB™) u petition for cxemption seeking suthority for Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc (“MMRR™) to abandon a 15.83-nule rail line between milepost
137 83, southeast of Lowell, and milepost 122 00, cast of Prairte Center, the end of the
hae proposed for abandonmzut, in Kent and foria Counties. MI

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Histone Report describing the
proposed action and any cxpected environmenta! and histonc effects, as well as a map of
the affected area  We are providing this report so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this
proceeding. If any of the informiion is mislending or incorrect, if you believe that
pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's
environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis
{SEA), Surface Transportation Board, [925 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423,
tclephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the ahove Dacket No. AB-364 (Sub-No. {2X).

Because the applicable statutes and 1egulalions smpnse stringent deadlines for
processing this action, yow waltten comments 1o SEA (with a copy (o own represenfetive)
would be appreciated wathin 3 weeks  Your commeins will be considered by the ST in
evaluating the environsmental impacts of the contemplated action, IFthere are any
questions conceining s proposal, please contacl our representtive dueatly, Our
representative in this matter 1s Lows E Gitomer who may be cuntacted by telephone at
410-296-2250, email at Lou_Gitomer@venizon net, or mat! at Law Offices of Lows E,
Gitometr, 600 Baltunore Avenue, Sutte 301, Towson, MD 21204

smu.rcly. /
-~ ;{} o /

nl Gitomer
mtorney for Mid-Michigan Ranlroad, Inc

'\

Enclosures



Law OFFICES OF
L.ouis E. GITOMER
THE ADAMS BUTLDING, SUTTH 301

Lours B GrrnMER
€00 BALTIMORE AVENUR
Lovu_OMOMER@VERIZON NCT October 22, 2007 TOWSON, MARYLAND 2120 4022
(202) 466-6532
Mayor Charles Myers FAX (410) 332 O8RS
301 Last Main Street
Lowell, M1 49331

Rl Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Ralroad, Inc -
Abandonment [xemption—n Kent and Jorna Counties, Ml

Dear Mayor Myers

On or about November 13, 2007, we expect to be filing with the Sutface
Transportation Board ("STB™) a peiuon tor exemption seeking authority for Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc. (*MMRR™) to abandon a 15 83-mile rul hine between milepost
137 83, southeast of Lowell, and milepost 122,00, east of Praine Center, the end of the
linc proposed for abandonment, i Kent and [onia Countres, M1

Attached 1s a Combined Environmental and Historic Repoit describing the
proposed action and any cxpected environmental and historic effects, ns well us a map of
the affected arca. We are providing this report so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for thw STB' independent envitonmenial anafysis of this
plocecding  If any of the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that
pertinent information is missing, or i you have any questions about the STB's
environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis
(SFA), Surface Transpoitation Board, 1925 K Strect, NW, Washington, DC 20423,
lelephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X)

Because the apphcable statutes and regululivns impose stringent deadlines for
processimg this action, your wrilicn comments to SCA (with a copy to our representative)
would be appreciated within 3 weeks. Your corments will be considered by the S 1'U in
evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemiplated action. [T thure we any
questions concerning s proposal, please contact ow representative ducctly  Qur
repiesentative 1n this matter 1s Lotns B Gitomer whe may be contacted by telephone at
410-296-2250, email at Lou_Gitomer@verizon net, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E
Gitomey, 600 Balumore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204

Sincercly ’}g
e
- ") 0dfs £ Gitomer
Attorney for Mid-Michigan Railroad, Inc

Enclosules



1.aw OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER
[{B ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301

Lotis E GrroMEer
. 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE
Lou_GITOMER@ VERIZON NET October 22, 2007 TOWSON, MARVLAND 21204 4022
(202) 466 6532
FAX (4L0) 332-0885

Michigan Historic Center
702 West Kalantazoo Strect
PO Box 10740

Lansing, MI 48909-8240

RE:  Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Rarlroad, Inc -
Abandonment Exemption~in Kent and foma Counties, M{

Dear Madam/Sir

On or about November 13, 2007, we cxpect 1o be filing with the Surface
Franspotntion Boad (“STR™) a petition for excmption sceking nuthonty for Mid-
Michigan Raitroad, Inc. (*MMRR") to abandon a 15 §3-mule rail line betseven nudepast
137 43, southeast of Lowell, and milepost 122 00, east of Pratie Center, the end ot the
line proposcd for abandonment, in Kent and Jonia Counties, Mi

Auached is & Comhined Envirenmental and 1 storic Report deseribing the
propuscd action and any expected envirounenta! and histone effects, as well as a map of
the atfected mea  We ae providmg thiy teport o that you may review ihe information
{hat will form the basis fur the 8§71 B’ independent environmeniat analysis of thus
proweedimg  IFany of the information is misleading or incorsect, if you behieve Lhal
pertment mlommabion s missing, or 1if you tive any questions about the STR's
envionimenial review pocess, please contact the Seetion ol Pnvitonmental Annlysyy
(SLEA), Surtace Frunsporiation Board, 1925 K Sticet, NW, Washiagton, DC 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and efer to the above Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X).

Becunse the applicable statutes and regulntivns impow stringent deadtines for
processing this actien, your written comments to SEA {with a copy to aur representative)
would be apmeciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered hy the STU in
evatuating the cavirommenial impacts of the contemplated action. 1 there are any
questtons conceming tns propasal, please contact o representative duvetly  Our
representative in this matter 1s Lows L. Gitomer who may be contacivd by 1elephone ut
410-296-2250, email at I.ou_Gitomer@veiizon net. or mail at Law Offices of Louis E.
Gitomer, 600 Baulumore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204

ttomey for Mid-Mictugan Raihoad, Ine
Enclosures



1L.Aw OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER

THE ADAMS BUILDIMNG, SUTTE 301

Louis E GrroMer
Lou_GroMER@VERIZON NFT 600 RAI TIMORE AVENUL
Ovtober 22, 2007 TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204 4022
“o ' (202) 466 6532
TAX (410} 332 0835

Michigan Department of Enviionmental Quality
PO Box 30473-7973
Lansing, M1 48909

RE:  Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X), Mid-Michigan Raviroad, Inc ~
Abandonment Exemption—in Kent and lonia Counties, Ml

Dea Madam/Sir

On or about November 13, 2007, we expect ta be filing with the Surface
Transportation Board (“STB”) a petition for ¢xcmplion seeking authonty for Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc. (*MMRR") 1o abandon a 15 83-mile rail line between milepost
137 83, southeast of Lowell, and milepost 122.00, cast of Prairic Center, the end of the
lne proposed for ubandanment, in Kent and {oaia Countics, Mi.

Altached is a Combincd Environmental and Historic Report desenibing the
prapused action and any expected enviroimental and historic eftects, a< well as a map of
the affected arcn, We are providing thss report so that you may review the information
that will fnrm the basis for the S18's idependent environmental analysis of this
procceding  1f any of the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that
pertinent information is missing, or if’ you huve uny questinns nhout the STR's
chvironmenlal review process, please contact the Section of L sropmental Analysis
(SEA), Surface Transpurtation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, NC 20421,
telephone 2(12-245-0295 and refer 1o the above Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No {2X},

Because the applicable statutes and regulations imposc stringent deadlines for
Maessing this action, your wrilten comments to SCA (with n copy to ow representative)
would be appreviated withm 3 weeks  Your cumments will be considered by the 8113 in
cvoluatmg the covirnnmental impacts ol the conlemnplated action. If these are any
questions concetning s proposdl, please contact our iepresentative duectly  Qur
representative in this matter 1s Lowis E Gitomer who may be contacied by iclephony at
410-296-2250, email at Lou_Giomer@verizon nel, or ma) st Law Offices of [.oms E
Gitomer, 600 Raliimore Aveaue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204

Enclosules



Law OFFICES OF
Lours E. GITOMER

THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301

Lours E GrroMER
Lou_GrioMER(@yERIZON NFF 600 BALTIMOREL AVENUE
October 22, 2007 TOWSON, MARYL.AND 2{204 4022
CloDel <2, (202) 4666532
FAX (410) 332.0885

Manager, Federal Project Review
Micligan Department of Commerce
Michigan Neighborhood Builders Alliance
PO Boux 30242

Lansing, ML 48909

RE. Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Raroud, Inc
Abandonment Exemption- tn Kent and lonia Counties, MI

Dear Madam/Sir

On or about November 13, 2007, we expect to be filing with the Sutface
‘Transportation Board (*STB”) a petion for exemption sceking auchanty for Mud-
Michigan Railroad, Inc (“MMRR") 1o abandon a 15.83-mile eail Iine between milepost
137 83, southeast of .owcll, and milcpost 122 00, cast of Praine Center, the end of the
line proposed for abandonment, in Kent and loni Counties, MI

Attached is « Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the
proposed aclion and any expected environmental and histonc effects, ns well as 4 map of
the affected arca. We arc providing this report so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's mdcp:.ndcnt envirnhmentnl analyvis of this
proceeding I any of the information is misleading or incorreet, if you believe that
pertinent mformation (s tussing, or (f you lave ary yuestions ahout the STB's
environmenial review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washungton, DC 20423,
teicphonc 202-245-0295 and refer to the ahove Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X}

Becuuse the applicable statutes and regnlations impose stringent doeadhnes for
processing 1ns aclion, your wrillen cominents 1o SEA (with a copy tn our representalive)
woull be appreciated within 3 weeks  Your comments will be considercd by the TR in
evaluating the enviroumuental impacts of the contemplated sction, IF there are any
quiestions conceming this prupusul please contaet our representative diecetly, Oue
representative 1n this matter is Lows E Gutomer wha may be contacted by telephone it
410-296-2250, email at {.ou_Gitomer@verizon.net, or mail at Law Offices of Louis E.
Gitomer, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MDD 21204,

Enclosures



I.aw OFFICES OF
Lours E. GITOMER

Louis E GrmoMmer THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITR 301

. 600 BAFTIMORE AVENUB
Lou_GITUMER@ VERIZON NFT October 22, 2007 TOWSON A 3t Aa
(202) 406 6532
Honorablc Daryl ] Deiabbio TAX (410) 372 0B85
County Administrator
Kent County
County Adnnnistration Building
300 Monroe Avenue, NW

Grand Rapids, M1 49503-2206

Ri&:  Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-AMichigan Railroad, Inc ~
Abandonment Exemption—in Kent and foma Counties, M

Dear Admumstrator Delabbio

On or about November 13, 2007, we expect to be filing with the Surtace
Transportation Board {(“STB") a petition for exemplion seeking authotity for Mad-
Michigan Raihoad, Inc (“MMRR™) to abandon a 15.83-mule rail line between milepost
137 83, sautheast of Lowell, and aulepost 122 00, cast of Panric Center., the end of the
linc proposed for abandonment, i Kent and lonia Counties, Ml

Atrached is a Combined Environmental and Fistoric Report describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and fustoric effects, as well as a map of
the affected area  We are providing this report so that you may 1eview the infoimation
that walt form the basis for the S1TB's independent environmental analysis of this
procecding. If any of the information 15 misteading or incorrect, 1f you believe that
pertinen! information is missing, or if you have any questions aboul the $ThH's
environmental 1cview process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysts
(SEA), Suiface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washingion, DC 20423,
ielephone 202-245-0295 and refer 10 the above Ducket Nn, AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impese stingent deadlines tor
processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative)
would be appteciated within 3 weeks. Your comments wili be considered by the STB i
evaluating the environmental impacts of the con(emplated action  If there are any
yuestions conceining this proposal, please contact ow representative directly  Owi
representative m ilns matter 15 Lows E, Gitlomea who may be conticted by telephone at
410-296-2250, emai! at Loa_Gitomer@verizon net, or mail at Law Otfices of Lows R
CGriiomes, 000 Balumote Avenue, Suide 01, Towson, MI? 21204,

%,?
€ E. Gitomer
ttorney for Mid-Michigan Railioad, Inc

Singere]ys

(e

Enclosurcs



LAw OFPICHS OF
Louls E. GITOMER

Lotng B Grromer TIE ADAMS BUILDING, SUTTE 301

[.0v_GITOMER@YERIZON NET October 22, 2007 rowsu:mM::l v:. mkg;mjgﬁ
' £202) 466 6532
Jerry Benz FAX {410) 332 DHRS
Presudent, Village of Saranac
10 Bridge Strect
PO Box 312

Suranac, MJ 48881-0312

Ri. Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Railroud, Inc -
Abundonment Exemption-in Kent and Jora Countres, M

Dear Preswdent Benz

On or about November 13, 2007, we cxpeet Lo be filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("S 113"} a pettion for exemption sceking authortty for Mud-
Michigan RaJroad, Ine (*“MMRR") to abandon a 15 83-milc 1a1) ine between nulepost
137 83, southeayl of Lowell, and milepost 122 00, east ol Prairte Center, the end of the
line propused fo abandonment, in Kent and joma Countics, Ml.

Attached is a Combined Bnvironmental and Histune Report desenibing the
proposed action and any expected environencnlal and histeric effeets, a5 well as a map ot
the utfected arca We are providiag this report so that you may review the information
thut wall form the basis for the STI's independen eavitonmental anafysiy of this
proceeding. 1T any of the informatiun is misleading o1 incomect, o you believe thal
rertinent information is mussing, or if you hove any questions ahout the 5 1T3's
envirunmental review process, please cuntaet the Section of Hnvirenmental Analysis
(SEA), Surface Transportation Buourd, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, [3C 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the abuve Docket No. AB-364 (Sub-No 12 X)

Because the applicable statutes and regulations unpose stringen? deadlines for
jrocessing this action, your wrillen cominents (o SEA (with a copy to owr tepresentative}
would he appreciated within 3 weeks. Your eonmments will be considesed by the STB in
evalualing the environmental impucts of the cunlemplated action. 1 there duc any
questions conceming this proposal, please contact our representative dircetly  Qur
tepresentative in this matter 1s Lows E Gitomet who may be contacted by telephone at
410-296-2250, emal at Lou Gitomer(venizon net, o mail at Law Oftices ol Lows E
Gutomer, 600 Balimme Avenue, Swte 301, l'owson, MD 21204

S 1ce:t,l¥ }y%

- Lduls F Gitomer
Attorney for Mid-Miclngun Railroad, Inc

Enclasures



Law OQFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER

Lowns E Giromen FHE ADAMS BUILDING, SUTTE 301

Lou_CITOMER@®VERIZON NET Qctober 22, 2007 msom::;m;’gfﬁg
466 6532
Mr. James Banks rax ﬁ%; m g:s
Chairman
lonia County Board of Comumissioners
602 Sixth Avenue
Lake Qdessa, MI 48849

RE., Ducket No. AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigun Rulroad, Inc ~
Abandonment Exemption—in Kent and Ionta Counpies, M

Dear Chairman Banks

On ot about November 13, 2007, we expect ta be filing with the Surface
Transportation Board (“"STB") a pcliion for exemption sceking anthoty for Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc (“MMRR") to abandon a 15 83-nmie 1ail line between milepost
127 83, southeast of Lowell, and milepost 122.00, ¢ast of Pmiric Center, the end of the
line proposed for abandonment, n Kent and Jonwa Counties, MI

Attached 15 a Combined Envnonmental and } [istoric Report describing the
proposed action and any expected envirunmental and tustoric effects, as well as a map of
the afTected srea We vre providing this report so that you may 1eview the infosmation
that will forn the hasis (ur the STB's idependent environmental analysis of this
praceexiing. 11 any of the infannation is misleading or incomect, if you belicve tha
pertinent snformation is missing, or 1f you have any yuestions about the N'113s
cavironmentnl review process, please contact the Scction of Environmental Analysis
(SEA), Surface Transportution Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, DU 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and 1efer to the above Docket No Al3-164 (Sub-Nv 12X),

Becuuse the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines fou
processing this achion, youe witten voniments to SCA (with u copy 10 our representative)
would be appreciated within 3 weeks  Yuur comments will be consideied by the STB 1n
evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action  If there are any
questions concecitng thes prupdsal, please contact our representative drrectly. Our
representative in this matter 1s Lows E. Grtomer who may be contacted by telephone at
410-296-2250, emal at I.ou_Gitomer@verizon net, or mail at Law Offices of Lows
Gitomer, 600 Balumaore Averue, Swite 301, Towson, MD 21204

Enclosuies



LAaw OFRFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER

Lows E GrmoMzR IHE ADAMS RIRLDING, SUITE 301
Lou_GITOMER@VERIZON NET October 22, 2007 600 BAI TIMORE AYCNUE

TOWSON, MARYLAND 21208 4027
{202) 466 6532
Honomahle Dan Baiice FAX (410) 3320885
Mayor, (onia, Michgan
114 N Kidd St

lonia, MI 48846

RE:  Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Raih oud, inc,~
Abandonment Exemption—in Kent and lonia Countres, Ml

Dear Mayor Balice

On or aboul November 13, 2007, we expect (¢ be filmg with the Surface
Transpartation Board {*STR") u petition for exemption seeking authority for Mid-
Michigan Railraad, Inc. (“MMRR™) 1o abundon 4 15 83-mile ral line hetween milepos
137 83, souhenst of Lowell, and milepost 122.00, cast of Pmine Center, the e of the
line propused for abandonment, in Kent and lonin Counties, Mi

Atlached 15 a Combined Environmental and [istoric Repott deseribing the
moposed action and any expccted environmental and histone effects, as well as a map ot
the affected area  We are provading this report so that you may review the information
that sill lorm the basis {or the STB's independent envirenmenial analysis of this
praceeding I any of the infoimation 1s misleading or meoncel, 1 you behieve thal
pertinemt information is missing, or if you have any questions abont the STB's
environmental review prowess, please contact the Sechon of Environmiental Analysis
{SEA), Surface 'Lronsportiation Board, 1925 K Stieet, NW, Washington, DC 20423,
telephone 202-245-0295 and refer tn the above Docket No, AB-364 {Sub-No. 12X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for
processing this action, your written comments (o SEA (with a copy to our representative)
would be appreciated within 3 weeks  Your comments will be considered by the STB in
evaluating the cnviioumental impacts of the contemplated action  1f there are any
yuestions concening this propesal, plense contact our representative dueclly. Ow
representative in this matter 1s Louis E, Citomer who may be contacted by telephone at
410-296-2250, emaul at Lou Citomer@venzon net, o. mail at Law Offices of Lows I
Gutomer, 600 Baltunore Avenue, Sutte 301, Towson, MDD 21204

Sincerely ye
(A

-~
o S B mer
Antomney for Mud-Michugan Ramoad, Inc

Enclosuics



Law OBFICES OF
Louss E. GITOMER

Lous E Qrromex THE ADAMS BUILDING, SLITE 01

Lou_Gl1OMBER@ VERIZON NET October 22, 2007 600 BALTIMORE AYENUE
TOWSON, MARYT AND 21204 4022
(202) 466 6532
U S National Park Service PAX (410) 332 ORSS
Midwest Region
1709 Jackson Street
Omaha, NE 68102

Ri:  Duocket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X), Mid-Michigan Railroad, Inc -
Abandonment Fxemption--in Kent and Joma Counties, M1

Dear Madam/Sar

On or about November 13, 2007, we expect to be filing with the Surface
Transportation Bowd ("STB™) a petition for exemphen seeking authonty for Mid-
Michigan Railroad, Inc. (“MMRR"”) to abandon a 15 83-mule rail line between milepost
137 83, southeast of Lowell, and milepost 122 00, cast of Prairie Center, the end of the
line proposcd for abandonment, in Kent and Ionta Counties, MI

Attached 1s 2 Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the
proposed action and any expected enynonmentul snd histone effeets, as well as 2 map of
the nlTocted area, We are providing this report so that you may review the snformation
that will fonn the basiy for the ST independent envitonmental analysis ol this
proceeding, 11 any ol the mformation is misteading or incorredd, if you helieve thm
perlment infonmalion is missing, or il you have any questions whout the 113
chvironmeniad revicw press, please contaet the Section of Environmental Analysis
(SI.A), Surlace Transportation Board, (925 K Stieet, NW, Washinglon, DC 20423,
teleplonw 202-245-0295 and refer to the ahove Duckel No AB-364 (Sub-No. 12X).

Becausc the applicable statutes and regulations unpaose stringent deadimes tor
processing this action, your written comments 1o SEA (with a copy to our representalive)
would be uppreciatcd within 3 weeks, Your comments will be consideied by the STH in
evalunting the eovironmewtal impacts of the contemplated nehon. ¥ there ure any
guestions concerning this proposal, please contact our representative directly, Our
representative in this mattes 1s Lowms E Gilomer who may be contacted by telephone at
410-296-2250, email at Lou_Uitomer(@verizon net, or mail at Law Offices of Lows E.
Gitomeu, 600 Baltumme Avenue, Suite 301, Fowson, MD 21204

Sincerel/yf%v’

- s

/ 2 %’3

- -

/.-/' Lelifs E. Gitomer

Altorpey for Mid-Michigan Rathoad, inc

[Pl

Encloswes



EXHIBIT 3 - USGS MAPS
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EXHIBIT 4 — BRIDGE PHOTOGRAPHS AND
DESCRIPTIONS



Grand Rapids 122.21

R R —
- ‘ Bndge Inspection Report b
u Mid-Michigan Raiflway
N\ Grand Rapids
Michigan
Inspected 8 Stan Reimer
Inspection l:‘;ate | may 22,200 | OELCAN
Steel Structure {Gwders/Boams
Stuciure] DPG Deck Typ.| Open | Crossing| Stream
# Spans 2 | ____teigth| 232 Access | < 1/2 mila}
# Tracks 1 Height{ _ FlowDr] L-R rand Rapids 122 21
Yaar Bult, ? Ahgnment T Prairie Creek
Gonoral P Superstructure Substructure
Scour Fair ___||__ Stungers| Fair | Bridge Seats/Caps] Poor
Channel/Road Fair Floor Beams Abuts/Backwalls] Fair
roach Poor _ Girders/Truss/Slab]  Fair _ ] Piers, Towers, Benis| _Fair
Rack 2 .. TopFiange Fair §Misc
.. Tes {Open Deck) Bad __ . Bottom Flangaj _Fair __ _Guard Rail
Tie Spacers Poor _ Web/Diagonals|  Fair __ _
Track] _ Fair Beanng Stiffners| _Fair
- ___Footwalk| = ) Bracing
Handrail Beanngs{ Poor Qverall Ratin Poor
MMENTS
Photo # |Remarks _—

_.__|Delcan 2006 Notes. _ __ - . e
_PO3 |- Opgn ‘deck - 61 reject tias counted this year . —
P01,P03 | - = Brush overgowing track near first abutment  _ _

PO5-P117] - Monnorlgg timbaer bearing blosks - OK for now
" |oeicanZoos Notes* T T T - T
= 76/102 reject ics @"_/2)_ - e -

.. __|Oelcan 2004 Notes. o

__PO1 -Approaches low Iow —_— I —
__P03 __| - 67/102 reject lies (66%) e e e

_ P10 -Abutmontz backwall tie is also reject _ e o
PO6,PO7 | - - Timber bearing blocks In poor condition I

- Bndge 1s at the end of the Grand Rapuds ling and used only for storage

UMA 2003 Notes*

_| 26 of 81 and 31 of 51 ties are poor Replace dack within 1 year, AB 1 tlmbor't'ha?ﬁ_'g—

" |nlocks are cracked and need repair within 1 year, Pier 1 and ABZ are falr. S
e
e W=g-=mrsmncs REGEOM‘!"’T—'__=__ME DATIONS

Urgency |Description
1 year |Replace all ties, backwall ties and tie spacers - $560,000 .

| - Alternately spot and replace 60 Hes - $30,000

6 years _|Ropliace tmber bearing blocks - $3,000 e —_— L
Pninled 28/07/2006 Page 37 of 1 Delcan Inc



Grand Rapids 123.81

Bridge Inspection Report
Mid-Michiggan Railway
Grand Rapids
Ml(ﬂlﬂfn

Stan Reimer
May 22, 2006

DOELCAN

3t | Crossing | Stream
“Access | Road i
FlowbDir] R-L Grand Raplds 123,81
C lonla Creek
Superstruciure Substructure B
Scour Fair Stringers| __ Fair Bridge Seats/Caps
Channel/Roaa Fair ._Floor Beams ... Abuts/Backwalis| _Poor
roech Fair Girders/Truss/Slab Piers, Towers Bents
Dack Top Flange Misc
o Tles Fair Bottom Flange] _ Guard Railf
Tie Space o WebJ/Dlagonals —_
) "'rack Fair Bearing Stifiners -
Footwalkf Bracingf
}Handrail Bearings Overall Rating' Fawr
COMMENT
——— —
Photo # |Remarks
Deican 2006 Notes L .
_ - No  change In condltlon smce 2005 L
Delcan 2005 Notes i ST
__ | -Nochange in condition since 2004 o
Delcan 2004 Notes.
POT _ [ - Approaches OK . )
P04 | - Masonry abutments with timber strin ngers
- Some masonry joints opening up .
USA 2003 Notes. .
Mnsong abutments Coutd be replaced with culvert and fill,
AINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
Urgency Descnption
_|No action necessary i o
Pnnted 28/07/2006 Page 38 of 91 Oelcan Inc



Grand Rapids 124.95

P N ___
u T Bn; ellnspectlon Report ar
. id-Michigan Railway
ﬁ- Grand Raglds
Michigan )
lnsgected By _ Stan Reimer_
inspection Date- May 23, 2006 - | DELCAN r
Timbar Trestle Structure i ™ W
Structure | _ PT__ | __ Deck Typ | Ballast | Crossing| Wwy
#Spans __ 4 Length| _48____ __Access _Road _
#Tracka 1 _|_ _... Heght] _FlowDr| Grand Rapids 124.95
Year Buill, d Ahgrment T Farm Access Road
General B Superstructure Substructure P
Scour _ _ __ Stnngers| Poor || _Bndge Seais/Caps| Poor
Channel/Road] _Poor Floor Beams| .__Abuts/Backwalls} _Falr
roach Fair Glrdarsn'russISIab Piers, Towers, Bents|  Fair
Deck Top Flange| __ [Misc
. Ties Fair BottomFlange] | ____Guard Rail
© . _TeSpaces| __  _|__ WebDugonals| . _
-~ - Tracf — Far | " BeanngSuffners| - ) _
_ _Footwalkf . Bracing
Handrail Bearings Overall Ratin Poor
COMMENTS

Pholo # |Remarks
. Delcan 2006 Notes:
PO4,POS | - Strmger 10 crushmg at bont 1
P10 _ | - Stninger 10 hulging between bents 1 and 2.
._ P18_ | - Stringer 1 of span 3 Is also rotten_
P04-P16 | ~All plie caps are rolten and need re rep_!a__cement . . . ‘
__ P16 1. Bentd-postisrotten _ r
P16 | - Bent 3 - post € Is hollow
_|Delcan 2005 Notes_
—_Poa | -5pan - stringer 10 crushed
POS-P14 | - All pile caps are deteriorated
__|Delcan 2004 Notes
P01 | - Approaches a bit low
P02 |- 1 lane under each of 2 center bents
P04 | - Stnnger 10 is crushing at bent 1
PQ5,P08 | - Bent 1 cap Is rotten both ends
P07,P08 | - Bent 2 cap is rotten hoth ends
P09 |- Bent 3 cap is rotung on left
__P10 _ | - Bant 4 cap 18 rotting on left
Pi1,P12 | - Bent 5 cap is rotting both ends
MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

— —— e aaatept——————— - —

Urgency [Description
N year |Reptace all & plle caps - $25,000
Urgent {Replace stnngor 10 at bant 1 and slrmir "1 of span 3 - $10,000

— e ] = -— — - LIET R T —————————

— iy tppan e = ——— ——

e — — 0} - - - = ——

Printed 28/07/2006 Page 39 of 91 Delcan inc



Grand Rapids 125.96

aw Brlmnspecuon Report
Mld-MIchlgan Railway
% Grand Rapids g ,", :
Mlchlagn A .,’.5;
Inspected By Stan Reimer o i
inspection Date May 22, 2008 - DELCAN }l.if
culvﬂn ‘:.‘ F .? ﬁ‘.“ﬁi'-".‘
 Struclure B' X 9 RC DeckTypy __ - _ | Crossing | Stroam 5 P
_BSpanst| O__ |  Lengthy 0 __ | Access’|< < 112 mlle
#Trecks| 4 | Hemghtt Flow Dir rand Rapids 125.96
YearBult| "7 Alignment T Culvert
General P Superstructure B Substructure B
Scour] __ Falr o Stnngers| N Bndge Seats/Caps|
ChannolRoad} __ Fair . Fioor Beams| _ _  __ Abuts/Backwalis " Far
roach Falr Glrde[slTru_ssISIab _Fair “Piers, Towers, Benis
Deck ; -'-ra'bF'l_azng_e .. __[Misc ~B
Tres (Open Deck) Fair . ____Bottom Flango _§ ___  __Guard Rail
Te Spacers .. __  Web/Diagonals N
- Trackl, .|  Beanng Stiffrers e - -
— _.. [Footwalk ..k Bracing|
Handran Beanngs, Qverall Ratin Fair
COMMENTS
Photo # |Remarks
Delcan 2006 Notes' _ el .
PO - Approaches a bit low this year e
" |oelcan2005Notes; T T ___ .
e "~ Approaches OK e e
Delcan 2004 Notes: . . ] - }
__Po1 | - Approaches low .
P0Z _ | -Conerete box culvert In falr shape with minor Spalling at inlet and outiet |
- Tumber wingwalis OK for now ——— o e
— |UMA 2003 Notes- . - _
Slightly efflorescent. Low mileage left and nght retaining walls are rotating out and
need rapair within 3 years
e AN ENANCE RECONMERDATIONS ]
Mency Description
—|No action nocessary . — e _— —
R

Printed 28/C7/2008 Page 40 of 91 Delgan Inc.



Grand Rapids 126.28

L Bridge Inspection Report l,r TN
-ﬁ Mid-Michigan Railway
] Grand Rapids -
—— Michigan
Inspected By._ Stan Relmer __
inspection gate “May 22, 2006 DOELCAN
Steel Structure (Girders/Beams|
Structwre | DPG Deck Typ | Open _|_Crassin River % W
HSpans 6 . ~ lenghj 447 | Accessi 0
#lracke} 1 v o . Height ___|_Flow Dir [ rand Rapids 126 28
Year Bullt ? Alignment T Grand River
Gonaral Superstructure B Substructure P
Scour]__ ___Fair . Stnngers] _ Falr Bridge Seats/Caps{ Falr _
Chanrel/Road Fair Flcor Beams| _Far Abuis/Backwalis] _Fair
roach Fair - GlrdersﬂrussISIab __Fawr Piers Towers, Bents|  Fair
Dack P3N Top _r_-'_l_a_ngg __Fair IsC H
Ties (Open Deck Poor __ .. Bottom Flange{ Fair Guard Rail] __ _
. TeSpacers] Poor___ | Web/MDiagonals] Faw |
Track] ___ Fawr .. Beanng Stffners| Faw .
Footwalk Bracing| _ Fair "
Handrail Bearings] Poor Overall Ratin Fair
OMMENTS
e —
Photo # [Remerks
Delcan 2006 Notes:_

P03 -~ Open deck - - only 86 reject ties thlsyear T —_ - ——
P04-P10 { - Monitoring timber boaring blocks

P10 |- Monitoring plor § loft bearing seat spaliing - OK for now
P11 | - Monitoring pler 4 laft bearing seat crack - OK for now

Delcan 2005 Nofes-

s e R bt = -_—

£O1 - Sacond approach is low -
__PO6 - 991408 reject ties (26%) — —— —_—
Delcan 2004 Notes. . — s
__Pot | -Approaches a bit low _ . - —_—
P03 _ | - 97/408 reject ties (24%) ———— - . - -

P04 = Timber tle spacers are rotti e
'P11-P24 | -Timber bearing biocks deteriorating with weeds growing from
P14 | - Pier 8 cracking below left bearing - manitor
UMA 2003 Notes-
2 of 25, 21 of 86, 12 of 87, 10 of 87, 13 of 87, 11 of 26 tles of span 1 IuG -
respectively, ara poar Plan for spot tie replacement Approaches are fair Staells all
__|farr wath no hole. AB2 and Pier 1,2 & 4t timber blocks are poor and need to be _
replaced within 3 years.
MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

Urgenc Descnptlon
3 years [Repiace timber biocking - $15,000 _

- m———— . - = me— ———— e —— —— e R —

e - - m o= L) - mma— ma
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Grand Rapids 126.56

e Bndge Inspection Report y 'r:,-.
Mid-Michigan Raillway it ¥y
k\' Grand Rapids a: \‘:ig
: ﬁ Michigan . g,
inspeoctod By. Stan Reimer, v : v
InspectionDate _— | May 22,2008~ "~ DELCAN | = 1' Xhulty, B
= - th- ;Ig‘lflb'
Steel Structure {Girders/Boams) " iy ¥
i |
Stuctwe] DPG | __ DeckTyp| Open_ | Crossing| River _ i ;" Mot
_#Spans| " 2| Length’l 28 | Access| Road :
Wiracks] 1| Height| Flowbr| L-R Grand Rapids 126 56
Year Bult, ? Ahgnment T Grand River Flats
Goneral Superatructure i Substructure P/0
Scour]  Fair — __ Stnngers| Fair _ 1 _Bndge SeatsiCaps] Failr
Channel/Roas] _ Falr Floor Beams| _ Falr__§ _  Abuts/Backwalls] Fair__
roach Fair Glrders[]' ru_gsﬁl_a_p _Falr Piers, 1owers, Bents]  Fair
Deck P/B . Top Flange| Fawr__ JMisc 3
Tres {Open Deck)] ~ Fair Bottom FIJ_g Fair - Guard Rail
_Tie Spacers| _ Poor |~ WebfDiagonals| Fair
o _Track| __ Fair Bearing Stffners|  Fair | i ___
L Foolwalk L _ . Bracing|  Fair
“Handrail Bearngs] Paor Fair
CCMMENTS
S

Photo # JRemarhs
_[Delcan 2006 Notes I

___P0a | -Open deck - only 18 refect ties this year
P04.POB | - Monitoring timber beaning blocks

P10 __) - Pack rust between back-to-hack brac'lng angles - tygcal
_POG,PO8 | - Baarlng_seats dirty - typical _

= s e | . = - A — - - e wem === . " a o= m [ ——

. [Delcan 2 2005 No_to_s___ N L
P08 . 18!114 ro_jgct ties (16%) .
o Delcan 2004 Notes - ———— e —_—
__Po1__ | - Approaches OK _ . - R
P03 ~11M14ejecties (10%) . e -
P04 | - Timber tio spacers rotting _ _
P05 |- Abutment 1 backwall tie crushed -

P0§-P11 | - Timber bearing blocks deteriorating with weeds growing from them ~
UMA 2003 Notas: j o
18 of 57 and 22 of 57 tles of span 1 & 2 are poor and need spot replacement within

3 years All timber beaning blocks are in poor condition - replace within 3 years
[Approaches are crushed 3 ties are broken

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
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Grand Rapids 127.77

= Bridge Inspection Report ' ; ; . _I'i.
) Mid-Michigan Railway : - ~g
k\" Grand Rapids - . :‘é
Michigan <
ll_'ls_&!w By. " Stan Relm_gr__ | nELcAN "
Inspection Date. May 22! 2006 NEIY
imber Trestle Structure A
Stucture ] PT Deck Typ |_Ballast | Crosaing | Stream [o .
#Spanst & |  Tength| 62 | Access|<1i2 mil¢
#$Tracks| 1 |~ Height| | FlowDir| L:R_ rand Rapvds 127 77
 Year Buit ? Algnment Stream
— ——————
General P/B Superstructure Substructure
Scour Fair  _} _ Stengers| _ Poor Bridge Seats/Caps| Poor
Channel/lRoad] = Far I FioorBeams| = _ _MAbuts/Backwalls|  Falr
Approach Fair Gurdersrl'russISlab ___ | Piers, Towers Bents Faw
Deck B o Top Flangel Misc P8
e lles Poor .. _Botlom Flange - Guard Rail
Tie Spacers - Web/Dragonals ..
. Track Fair ___Beanng Stffners| _ _ ——
__________l:‘_qo!walk R Bracingl Fair
Handrail Bearnngs Overall Rating* oor
COMMENTS

Photo # |Remarks

Delcan 2006 Notes-

__P02 |-Moss g_rowInLn deck plank ends

__ P04 ] -Bent1capspit
POS - Bent 2 pile cap spit

_P07,P08 | - Bent 4 sill plate cracked along ontire lenpth

Pos-mo " Bent 5 cap cracked on_left hut OK for now

P11,P12 | - Bent § cap split both ends_ _

| Delcan 2005 Notes-

PO2,P04 | - Bent 1 cap s roften

__Pos | - Bent 2 sil) plale 15 spill and rotten on LILt and burried on Ieft

~ P08 | - Bent 4 - stump 1 hollow, stump 8 punky

P09-P10 | - Bent 8 cap splt and rotten

_P11-P13 | -Bent 4 - sill plate split and rotten, post 6 rotten

A e ——— i ———— —

| — e e e

— - == - —————

L Delcan 2004 Notes ) S _____...:
P01 | - Approaches OK

———— e i - -

P03 | - Ballast deck ties poor
P04,P06 | - Bent 1 - cap is spiit on ngbt anly - monitor, gost 615  hollow
PO5,P07 { - - Bent 2 - cap split on right and rotten on laft, post 1 split and to be banded
P08 |- Bent3-stump 1 hollow
“Bent 8 - cap 18 8 ltonlaﬂ :

_[Replace pile caps for bents 1, 2 and 6 and bent 4 sill plate - $20,000
Banding Program - bent 2 - post 1

- - -— ————
—_ A - e = - e www e — = -

= ammn | —— - — ————— = N ke ow
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Grand Rapids 127.83

am . Bridge Inspection Report
Mrd-Michigan Rallway
k\" Grand Rapids
Michigan

Ingpected By: Stan Reimer )

Inspection gale May 22, 2006 _ DELCAN v'g",‘{:"

Timber Trestle Structure p A J " ,|h

Shructure] _PT_ |__ Deck Typ] Open | Crossing| Stream it S L

#Spans] 3 | Length 38 Access | Road -
#Tracke] 1 | ____Hoght|_ "FlowDrr|_ L-R Grand Rapids 127.83

Year Buiit ? " Alignment T Stream

Genegral 3 Superstructurs B Substructure
Scour| _ L .. . ___Swngers] Good i Bndge Seats/Caps od_
Channel/Road Floor Beams Abuts/Backwalls| Qood
roach Good Girders/Truss/Slab __ | Pers, Towers s, Benis] Good
Dack - Top Flange — Misc 3
. Ties (Open Dack)| ___ Good Bottom Flange] N__ _GuardRalf = __
Tie Spacess| _ .- !"’.99.’9'290_".?."! ——e e —-
_ __Track] _ || _ BeanngStffners| e .
— Foolwalk] . Bracing
Handrail Beanngs Overall Ratin 0
COMMENTS
Photo # |Remarks
| Delcan 2006 Notes_ . L o e
- - No change in condition since 2005 e e
_ _ |Delcan 2005 Notes -7 T T e -

- No changa In condition since 2004 T
Delcan 2004 Notes . -

__ P01 |- Approaches OK, - — —ee - -
P03 | - 0/38 reject ties (0%) .
P02 | - Bridge recontly replaced by Osmose - as new condition - N

__ UMA 2003 Notes® — L
Bridge wes rapawred 2 years ago All In joad condition. Ne action roquired
== —
Urgency jDescnption
| No action necessary - — e
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Grand Rapids 131.61

. — Brldga Inspection Report
Mid-Michigan Railway
k" Grand Rapids
Michigan

Inspected By StanRelmer LELCAN
Inspaction Date- May 22, 2006
Timber Trestle Structure

 Struclure]  PT Deck Typ | Ballast | Crossing | Stream

#Spans 3 | lengh 36 _ | Access| Road

“# Tracks 1 . Heght] | Flowlir} L-R__ Grand Raplds 131.61

Year Bult ? Algnment T Hunts Creek
General B Superstructure Subsatructure
Scour Far |l Stnngers| _ Far Bndge Seats/Caps| Bad _
Channel/Road] __Falr__ _ Floor Beamg| __ _Abuts/Backwalls]__ Fair
roach Fawr __Girders/Truss/Slabl Piors, Towers, Benis] Poor
Deck Top Flange Misc
ligg Far Bottom Flangel Guard Rail _
- o TeSpacers| _ WebiDiagonals
. Track| __ Fair_ __ Beanng Stiffners - —
Foot\yalkl Bracing
‘ Handrail Beanngs| : erall Ratin Paoor

COMMENTS
Photo # |Remarks
_|Delcan 2006 Notes
POS_ |- - Bent 2 cap broken in middie - = urgent replacement
P04,POY | - Momtoru_lg hent 1 cap
Po6 - Bent 3 - pile 1 rotlen

- ~

______|Delcan 2005 Notes.
P03-P04 | - Bont 1 pile cap split and rotten e
P05__| - Ballast deck floor hoards are rotten on ends
. | Delcan 2004 Notes; ———
PO1_ |- Aggroachus OK
_P03_ |-BallastdecktiesOK
P04 }- "Bent 3 . piie 1 rotten
P06,P10 | - Bant 1 - pilo cap rotten on right ‘only - monitor
__POY |- [-Bent 4 - pile 1 is hollow _ e o
[UMA 2003 Notes- .o . L
Bent 2 cap 2 is cracked and needs repair within 3 years Bent 3 cap 3 was replaced _
and pite 2 & 6 wore damaged by jacking the cap up Bent 4 plie 6 Is hollow Pile 1is _
hollow Post pile 1 & 6 within 3 years.

MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

- —— me—— e ——

U[genci Description

| Urgent |Replace bent 2 cap _
_3dyears [Replace bent 1 pile cap - $5,000
Monitor | Ballast deck floor boards

- ——— —— — A m et iy A f— - ———

— m—————— - e n e ———— e -

P . . B

- ——  ——————— = —— —— - e et e s

] e e e R
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Grand Rapids 132.75

- Bndge Inspection Report
m Mid-Michigan Railway
— . Grand Rapids
. Mlch_iﬂ_an
Inspected By: Stan Relmer _
inspection Date; | May 22, 2008 DELCAN
Timber Trestle Structure
Structure PT _| ... Oeck Typ| Ballast | Crossing [ Stream
¥ Sparl! 8 length| 102 | Access| Road
#Tracks] 1 Heght] FlowDr| L-R_ rand Rapuds 132.76
Year Built, ? Alignment T Saranac Creek
General B Superstructure P Substructure B
Scour| _ Far _ Stnngers| Poor | __Bridge Seats/Caps| Poor
ChannclRoad{ __ Fair _ Floor Beams] —1._ __Abuts/Backwalls} Falr _
roach Fair Girders/T russ/Siab| Prers, Towers, Bents| _Bad
Deck 3 | Top Flange| Misc
Ties (Open Deck) Fair Bottom Flange{ _ GuardRall| _
Tie Spacers __  WebfMragonals o
- Track Fair _._Bearnng Stffners|__ S A
e Foolwalkj — Bracing|__ Poaor
Handrai Bearmn
o OMMENTS

Photo # | Remarks

Delcan 2006 Notes

_PO5 | -Bent1-plies 1 4,6, 6 and cap all reject
P06 [-Bent2- piles 1,2, 5 and 6 are reject .
_ P07_ | -Bent3- piles 1, 2 and 6 are reject - .
_ P08 ]-Bentd-pilesf,JandGarereject ] .
__P10 - Bant § - piles 3, 8§ and § are reject

P11 | - Bent6 - pile 1 reject
P12 |-Bent7-0K
P14 - Bent 8- pale 5 stump 1s hollow

| P15P17 | -Bent 9 - piles 2, 3, 5, 8 and cap all reject

——————— - e ———————— —————tn = — — —

Delcan 2005 Notes-
P07 - Bent 2. pibes 1 and 2 are hollow
" | -Bent4-pile 11s rotten as well _

- Bent 8 - pile 5 s rotten (8 13 OK)
-Bent 6 - pile 1 13 rotten

P08 |-Bent3- plle 215 hollow

—— e e ———— — o m = - " ————

| Description
1 year [Frame bents 1,2and 9 - $30,000

_ 1year [Postbents 3,4 and 5 (3 pilas each) - $20, 000

_1yoar |Roplace slrmger 1 of spans 3 and 4 and stringer 1 of spans s 7 and 8 - $8,000
_— | Banding program for é piles -
5 years |Replace all stringers and ballast deck floor Elanhs 850,000
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Grand Rapids 133.50

aw Bridge Inspection Report
. Mid-Michigan Raillway g raas e dybie s i IO
k‘- Grand Rapids o AR e
| — ;ﬂtl:hIRgaln _ CUREGMN -.:__h_r..'-'.. Y] I“'
nspected By: n Reimer
inspection git'é'— iay 22,7008~ | DELCSAN
GCulvert
_Structure } Dbl CMP Deck Typ: - Crossing:|_Stream
#Spane] O |  lengthl O | Access| Road
#Tracks] _ 1_ " Height " | FiowDr|  L-R_[  Grand Rapids 133 50
Year Built ? Alignment T Culvert
Goneral Suparstructuro P/B Substructure
Scour] _ Falr ____ Sirngers Bndge Seats/Caps
Channel/Road Fair ) FloorBeams] Abuts/Backwalis] __Falr
roach Fair Girders/Truse/Slab| Fair__] Piers, Towers, Bents
Deck =Hz L Top Flange| Misc 3
_ Ties (Opan Dech) _ _____ Boitom Flange] Guard Rall
Tie Spacers| - Web/Diagonals .
Track Fair Beanng Stifners
. Footwalk o Bracingl
L Handrail Bearings Overall Rating' Falr
COMMENTS
Photo # |Remarks
. Delcan 2006 Notes —
P01-P04 | - No change in condition since 2008
i ) R |
- _|Delcan2005Notes = T T e
Ma_n_ggn condition since 2004 L
e |Delcan 2004 Notes _ - .
__P0t _ - Approaches OK - _ o -
___P03 - Double barrel pips culvert e
P02 - Some cracking in headwalls s .
UMA 2003 Notes
— - _ |Double run of concrete pipe Concrete headwalls are breaking up No action
requirad
MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS
_—
Mency Description
No action hecessary _ . )
— .
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EXHIBIT 5 — RESPONSES



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Bishop Henry Whapple Foderal Buiking
1 Pederal Drwve

Fort Snclhng, MN 551114056

FWS/NWRS-RE - General October 26, 2007
Railroad Abandonments

Surface Transporiation Board

Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA)
1925 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20423

Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for thc opportunity lo comment on the proposed abandonment of scrvice on 15 83
miles of railroad line between MP 137.83 and MP 122 00, located m Kent and lomia Counties,
Michigan, STB Docket No AB-364 (Sub-No 12X)

We have researched our ownershups 1n the vicimy and have determined we do not own any land
or interests in land in the vicimty of the proposed rail ne abandonments We do not have any
concerns regarding real cstate matters m the abandonments

Sincercly,
/3/ Patrick G. Carnal

Patnck G Carroll
Scrior Realty Officer
Division of Realty

cc Louis E Gitomer. Law Ofices of Louis E Gitomer

77



