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‘The purpose of this letier 1s to comment on the above referenced matter The shippers that use the Grand
Rapids, Michigan to I'lkhan, Indiana rail ine do not oppose the joint venture transaction between the
Norlolk Rmlway (NSR) and Michigan Central Railway, LLC (MCR) provided the Surlace Transportation
Board imposcs a condition to build a direct rinl connection from the MCR to MQ'l railroad in Grand

Rapids. Michigan

The shipper's ability Lo be competitively served by the NSR through the MQT 1s constrained today by the
required CSX Transportation, INC (CSX'l) interchange in Grand Rapids, MI The proposed transaction to
transfer NSR's Grand Rapids, M1 to Elkhant, Ind rail line to Michigan Central Raillway, LLC (MCR) will
add a fourth carrier to the route creating additional costs and delivery delays

My office supports the Dow Chemical Company comments and request that the STB require MCR and/or
NSR to construet a direct ranl connection to the MQT m Grand Rapids  This MCR and/or NSR
connection will preserve the existing three carrier traffic stuatton and to ensure that competition exists on
this rail line '
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