TONY STAMAS .
T T SEvVAIL

FO ROY iG0n, STATE Or MICHIGAN
LANS NG M1 44929 J528

HONE ™17 1 IR
TAX 10 313 26M

TOLL FACC 368 305 2130

E MAIL hi'p fsena e nu gewfsiamas [)cccmbur 6, 2007

Riaguksl
Papuy

Mr Vernon A Wilhams
Secretary

Surface Transportation Board
J95E Street SW
Washmgton, DC 20423-0001

Regarding

STB Mnance Docket No 35063

Michigan Central Railway, LIL.C

Acqisition and operation exemption

L.ines of Nerfolk Southern Railway Company

Dear Secretary Wilhams

20V

APPRCTRIAI LN COMATTIEE
S IRTOMMITI M.
CHAIN S Lb M LU CATION
OLPARCME NT OF COMMUNITY =FAITH
ECONOMIM DLVELUPMEN]

BANKING AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
COMMLRCF AND TOLRISM

I'he purpose of ths letter 15 1o comment on the above referenced matter  The shippers that use the Grand
Rapids, Michigan to Elkhart Indiana rail line do not oppose the j0mnt venture transaction between the
Norfolk Raillway (NSR) and Michngan Central Rallway, LLC (MCR) provided the Surface I'ransporiation
Baoard 1mposes a condition 1o build a drrect rmil connection Irom the MCR to MQI railroad 1n Grand

Rapids, Michipan

The shipper’s ahility to be competitively served by the NSR through the MQT 1s constrained today by the
1equired CSX Transportation. INC (CSX 1) nterchange m Grand Rapids, MI The proposed transaction to
transfer NSR's Grand Rapids, M1 to Elkhart, Ind rail hne to Michigan Central Railway, 1.1.C (MCR) will

add a lourth carrier 1o the route creating additional costs and dehivery delays

My olfice supports the Dow Chemical Company comments and request that the 818 require MCR and/for
NSR to construct a direct raid connection 1o the MQT 1n Grand Rapids  This MCR and/or NSR
connection will preserve the existing three carrier traffic situation and to ensure that comnetition exists on

this rail line
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