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November 19, 2007

Mr Vermon A Williams, Secrctary
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S W

Washington, D C  20423-0001

Re Canadian Nauonal Railway Company and Grand Trunk Corporation
— Control — EJ&E West Company (STB Finance Docket No 35087)

Offios of Progeadings

VERIFIED STATEMENT

OF NOV 8 0 2007
John Casper Part of
‘ , . Onbehalf of Public Record
. e Oshkmh Chamber of Commerce : :

My name 1s .lohn Casper and [ dm Prcsulcnl & CEO of the Oshkosh Chamber of ~’
Commerce —a position | have held for 17 years The Chamber 1s an organization of more
than 1,100 members including nmnu[actprcrs. retarlers and service professionals who arc
devoted to strengthening the busincss community and to promoting economic growth in
Oshkosh and Northeast Wisconsin  We are the foremost voice for the business and our
mission 1s (o provide leadership and serve our members so their businesses and our
community will prosper In November 2004, the Oshkosh Chamber of Commerce was
awarded a 5-Star Accreditation by the U S Chamber of Commerce

I am writing to vou because a critical component of our community’s success 1s good,
dependable freight rail service  That's why the Oshhosh Chamber of Commerce strongly
supporis CN’s acquisttion of the Elgin, Jolict & Eastern (EJ&E) This transaction will
benefit not only our region, but also the entire State of Wisconsin

Dcspite the fact that Oshkosh 1s & long way from Clucago. our manufacturers that rely on
good rail service frequently find themselves affected by severe rail traffic in the Chicago
hub We believe CN’s acquisition ol certain EJ&L assets will more cfficiently Iink our
rail traffic coming in and out of Wiscon$in In addition, we will realize benefits from the
strcamlmed rail operations and reduced congestion resulting 2 over time from this
transaction  Our busiriess community will also benefit from the new efficiencics and
operating tmprovements the acquisition will bring to CN's network  We understand that
many of the planned upgrades Lo the System as a result of the acquisition arc among the
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pouls of the CREA I'E project and thut CN's integration ol the EJ&FE will move forward a
number of CREATE’s objectives seoner than they night otherw ise be impiemented
This has to be good news for all stakeholders

Finally, we urge the STB to consider this acqusition as a minor transaction and approve
i1, so that our businesses and community can hegin rcalizing the benefits of this
transaction as soun as next year

Because ol the numerous henefits that this acquisition will provide, the Oshkosh
Chamber strongly supports the apphcation

Sincercly.

A lagpe—

ohn A Casper
President
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therein, and thal the same arc truc as stated,

ek Julte,

Mark Halfen

- r

Subscribed and sworn to before me this I_?J' day ofA/ﬂ_y,_EQO'I'— ‘

-,
- " e __'\
Tt 1rene Dorh] b 3
Notary Public / LS e
T . E
Pl & B
4 .-

My Commussion Expires

feb 27, 2011

LYY]



