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I/.John D. Fitzgerald, for and on behalf lof United Transporta-•=

tion Union-General Committee of Adjustment (UTU/GO-386), submits

these reply comments in response to the various comments of the

parties involved in this proceeding, as well as to the Board

itself.

UTU/GO-386 filed initial comments on December 8, 2006, and is

a party.

The importance of the proceeding does not extend merely to

maximum rate cases, feeder line applications, rail line abandon-

ments, and trackage rights case, along with evaluation of railroad

revenue adequacy, (Decision. 8/20/07), all of which are of concern

to railroad employees.

In addition, the financial condition of railroads, including

railroad cost of capital, is frequently cited in a number of rail
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labor proceedings under the Railway Labor Act, such as Presiden-

tial Emergency Board cases, to mention only the more prominent.

The STB should be fully aware of the uses and purposes to

which findings on cost of capital are utilized in the railroad

industry.
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