Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professional Association — Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST. PAUL

220 South Sixth Street | Suite 2200 444 Cedar Stree Suite 2100
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4504 e X4 X
612339 6321 | Fax 612338 0535 Karen R. Kees 651 2288

651/312-6020
Fax: 651/222-8905
E-mail: kkees@felhaber.com

(77 0? O ﬁ// (0 Reply to St. Paul Office

October 5, 2007

Vernon A. Williams, Secretary .
Surface Transportation Board Via Federal Express (ZIP CODE 20024)
395 "E" Street SW

Washington, DC 20423-0001

RE: Docket No. AB1003X, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.
Abandonment Exemption in Nelson, Ramsey and
Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Dear Secretary Williams:

Enclosed for filing in the above-captioned proceeding are an original and ten copies of
the Verified Notice of Exemption of Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. dated October 5, 2007,

pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50. A check for the filing fee of $3200.00 is also enclosed.

One extra copy of this transmittal letter is enclosed as well. Please date stamp this copy
to show receipt and return it to me in the enclosed envelope.

The Environmental and Historic Report for this proceeding has already been filed with
the Board. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions. Thank you for your assistance in
this matter.

ENTERED
Office of Proceedings

0cT @ 2007

pubﬁi'fzggo,d Karen R. Kees
kig Paralegal
enclosures o
ce: Michael J. Barron ... . b
Byron D. Olsen L i
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Jesse Chalich S G e B
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professional Association ~ Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST. PAUL
220 South Sixth Street | Suite 2200 444 Cedar Street | Suite 2100
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4504 St. Paul, MN 55101-2136
612 339 6321 | Fax 6123380535 Karen R. Kees 651 222 6321 | Fax 651 222 8905

651/312-6020
Fax: 651/222-8905
E-mail: kkees@felhaber.com
Reply to St. Paul Office

October 5, 2007

Vernon A. Williams, Secretary

Surface Transportation Board Via Federal Express (ZIP CODE 20024)
395 "E" Street SW

Washington, DC 20423-0001

RE: Docket No. AB1003X, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.
Abandonment Exemption in Nelson, Ramsey and
Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Dear Secretary Williams:

Enclosed for filing in the above-captioned proceeding are an original and ten copies of
the Verified Notice of Exemption of Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. dated October 5, 2007,
pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50. A check for the filing fee of $3200.00 is also enclosed.

One extra copy of this transmittal letter is enclosed as well. Please date stamp this copy
to show receipt and return it to me in the enclosed envelope.

The Environmental and Historic Report for this proceeding has already been filed with
the Board. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions. Thank you for your assistance in

this matter.
Respectfully/Submitted,
Karen R. Kees
kig Paralegal
enclosures
ce: Michael J. Barron
Byron D. Olsen
Greg Haugg
Jesse Chalich
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB1003X

MOHALL CENTRAL RAILROAD, INC.

ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN NELSON, RAMSEY AND CAVALIER COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION OF
MOHALL CENTRAL RAILROAD, INC.
49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

ENTERED
Office of Proceedings

0CT g 2007

Part of
Public Record

Michael J. Barron, Jr.

Fletcher & Sippel LLC

29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 920
Chicago, IL 60606-2832
312/252-1511

ATTORNEY FOR

MOHALL CENTRAL RAILROAD, INC
Dated: October 5, 2007
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB1003X

MOHALL CENTRAL RAILROAD, INC.

ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN NELSON, RAMSEY AND CAVALIER COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION OF
MOHALL CENTRAL RAILROAD, INC.
49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. (“MHC”) hereby submits this Notice of Exemption
pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpart F, to abandon a segment of railroad known as the Sarles
line, 44.44 miles long, extending from milepost 3.75, approximately 3.75 miles north of Lakota,
North Dakota, to milepost 48.19, approximately 4.0 miles south of Munich, North Dakota, in

Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota.

In accordance with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(2), MHC submits the

following information:

General Corporation Information: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(1)-(2)

MHC is a class Il common carrier by rail which owns and operates approximately 69.25

miles of rail line in North Dakota.
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The complete name and address of MHC is:
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.
P.O. Box 38
100 Railroad Avenue
Fordville, ND 58231
Relief Sought: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(3)

Pursuant to the Board’s class exemption for the abandonment of out-of-service rail lines,
codified at 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpart F, MHC intends to abandon a portion of its line of
railroad, which is a 44.44 mile long segment of the Sarles line from milepost 3.75 to milepost
48.19 in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota.

Map: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)4)

A detailed map of the Sarles line to be abandoned is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

MHC’s Representative: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(7)

MHC’s representative to whom correspondence regarding this abandonment should be

sent is:

Michael J. Barron, Jr.

Fletcher & Sippel LLC

29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 920
Chicago, IL 60606-2832
312/252-1511

ZIP Codes Traversed: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(8)

The segment of the Sarles line to be abandoned traverses United States Postal Service
ZIP Codes 58321, 58330, 58338, 58344, 58345, and 58352.

Qualification for Class Exemption: 49 C.F.R. §1152.50(b)

Per the certificate and verification attached hereto as Exhibit B, MHC certifies that no
local traffic has moved over the segment of the Sarles line to be abandoned for at least the last

two years, there is no overhead traffic on the segment of the Sarles line to be abandoned that
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would have to be rerouted over other lines, and no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service
on the segment of the Sarles line to be abandoned (or a state or local governmental entity acting
on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service on the proposed abandonment is pending
with the Board or any U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of the complainant during
the last two years.

Consummation Date: 49 C.F.R. §1152.50(d)(2)

MHC will not consummate the proposed abandonment any earlier than November 28,
2007.

Suitability for Other Public Purposes: 49 C.F.R. §1152.22(e)(4)

The most likely use for the abandoned right of way would be to place the land into
agricultural production consistent with the existing adjacent land use. The right of way might
also be suitable as a trail, but the sparse population and lack of amenities in the area make such
use unlikely. MHC does not believe that the right of way would be of interest to the State or any
other entity as a highway or mass transportation line or other similar public use because of the
sparsely populated and under-developed nature of the area. MHC owns fee title to the lands
underlying the subject line. Based on information in our possession, the subject line does not
appear to contain any federally granted right of way.

Labor Protection: 49 C.F.R. §1152.50(d)(2)

The level of labor protection applicable in rail line abandonments is that established in
Oregon Short Line Co. — Abandonment — Goshen, 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979).

Certificate of Compliance with Notice Requirements: 49 C.F.R. §1152.50(d)(2)

A certificate that the notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1152(d)(1) and 49 CF.R. §

1105.11 have been complied with is attached hereto as Exhibit C.
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Environmental and Historic Report: 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8

An Environmental and Historic Report, prepared pursuant to 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and
1105.8 was already filed with the Surface Transportation Board in this proceeding.

Since submitting the Environmental and Historic Report, MHC has received no
additional correspondence. If MHC receives additional correspondence, it will forward copies to
the STB.

Respectfully submitted,

By, Mt ) Boo s

Michael J. Barroﬁ', Jr.

Fletcher & Sippel LLC

29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 920
Chicago, IL 60606-2832
312/252-1511

ATTORNEY FOR
MOHALL CENTRAL RAILROAD, INC

Dated: October 5, 2007
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EXHIBIT B

DOCKET NO. AB1003X
MOHALL CENTRAL RAILROAD, INC. -
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - @‘ 1 ;
IN NELSON, RAMSEY AND CAVALIER COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTXA ’%;/\
/g Q
CERTIFICATE AND VERIFICATION -y w £, )
STATE OF MINNESOTA )

) ss
COUNTY OF RAMSEY )

Byron D. Olsen, being duly sworn, deposes and says that:

1. That no local traffic has moved over that segment of the Sarles line of Mohall
Central Railroad, Inc. (“MHC”) extending from milepost 3.75 to 48.19, a distance of 44.44
miles, crossing through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota, for at least two
years, and that all overhead traffic previously carried over this line has been rerouted over other
lines; and

2. That no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the subject line (or a
state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over
the line is either pending with the Surface Transportation Board or any U.S. District Court or has
been decided in favor of the complainant within the last two years; and

3. That he has read the foregoing Notice of Exemption, knows the facts therein

asserted, and that the same are true as stated.

Dated: October 5, 2007

Stlbscribed and sworn to before me
this g%/o?v &cﬂ'yﬁe r,2007.
FL A o
Notar)(Pubhc -~ f - AREN R KEES
] P £ NOTARY pPUBLIC - M‘NNESOTA {
‘",'ﬂ § MY COMMISSION

7 L yoReS JAN 31,2010

-
-
.4
-
-
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EXHIBIT C

CERTIFICATE

I, Mark S. Radke, an attorney for Mohall Central Railroad, Inc, hereby certify that, for
the proceeding before the surface Transportation Board known as Docket No. AB1003X, Mohall
Central Railroad, Inc. — Abandonment Exemption — in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties,
North Dakota:

(D) The notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) have been complied with,
to wit: On September 28, 2007, written notice was mailed to the (a) United States Department of
Defense, MTMCEA, Attn: Railroads for National Defense; (b) U.S. Department of Agriculture;
(¢) National Center for Recreation and Conservation, National Park Service; (d) North Dakota
Department of Transportation; and (e) North Dakota Public Service Commission (copies of
which are attached hereto as Attachments 1-5).

(2) The notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 have been complied with, to wit:
On September 19, 2007, the Environmental and Historic Report for this proceeding, which report
has also been filed with the Surface Transportation Board, and the accompanying transmittal
letters in the form set forth in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 (a sample of which is attached hereto as
Attachment 6) were served by first class mail, postage prepaid, on the parties listed on
Attachment 7, which list includes the state historic preservation officer, as required by 49 C.F.R.
§ 1105.7(b) and 8 1105.11. In addition, a correction notice was served on the same service list
by first class mail, postage prepaid, on September 27, 2007. A sample copy of the correction
notice is part of Attachment 6.

3) A newspaper notice was published (i) on February 7, 2007, and February 14,

2007, in the Lakota American, a newspaper of general circulation in Nelson County, North
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Dakota; (i) on January 31, 2007, February 7, 2007, and February 14, 2007, in the Devils Lake
Journal, a newspaper of general circulation in Ramsey County, North Dakota; and (iii) on
February 5, 2007, February 12, 2007 and February 19, 2007, in the Cavalier County Republican,
a newspaper of general circulation in Cavalier County, North Dakota. Due to passage of time
and other matters, and for purposes of correcting the reference to the southern endpoint, another
notice was published on October 3, 2007 in The Lakota American, a newspaper of general
circulation in Ramsey, Nelson and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota. The notices alerted the
public to the proposed abandonment, to possible reuse alternatives, and to procedures for

participating in the STB proceeding. A copy of the notices and Affidavits of Publication are

attached to this Certificate as Attachment 8. C/%é_\

Mark S. Radke

Dated: October 5, 2007

STPL-Word:111268.1
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ATTACHMENT 1

Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professional Association — Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST. PAUL
220 South Sixth Street | Suite 2200 444 Cedar Street | Suite 2100
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4504 St. Paul, MN 55101-2136
612 339 6321 | Fax 612 338 0535 Karen R. Kees 651 222 6321 | Fax 651 222 8905

651/312-6020
Fax: 651/222-8905
E-mail: kkees@felhaber.com
Reply to St. Paul Office

September 28, 2007

North Dakota Department of Transportation - Planning
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

RE: Docket No. AB1003X
Notice of Exemption of Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.
in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota

Dear Sir/Madam:

This is to inform you that pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 (Exempt Abandonments and
Discontinuance of Service and Trackage Rights), Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. shall on or after
October 9, 2007, file a Notice of Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board for approval to
abandon a 44.44 mile line of railroad between milepost 3.75 and milepost 48.19 in Nelson, Ramsey and
Cavalier Counties, North Dakota. Such line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58321, 58330, 58338,
58344, 58345, and 58352.

The exemption procedures set forth in § 1152.50 are being used in this case because no local
traffic has moved over this line for at least two years and there is no overhead traffic that would have to
be rerouted over other lines. Based on information in our possession, the line does not contain any
federally granted rights of way. Any documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available
promptly to those requesting it.

Very truly yours,

' Karen R. Kees
klg Paralegal
cc: Michael J. Barron
Byron D. Olsen
Greg Haugg
Jesse Chalich

STPL-Word:111402.1
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Felhaper Larson ATTACHMENT2

A Professional Association — Attorneys at Law
MINNEAPOLIS ST. PAUL
220 South Sixth Street | Suite 2200 444 Cedar Street | Suite 2100
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4504 St. Paul, MN 55101-2136
612 339 6321 | Fax 612 338 0535 Karen R. Kees 651222 6321 | Eax 651 222 8905

651/312-6020
Fax: 651/222-8905
E-mail: kkees@felhaber.com
Reply to St. Paul Office

September 28, 2007

North Dakota Public Service Commission
Department 408

600 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480

RE: Docket No. AB1003X
Notice of Exemption of Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.
in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota

Dear Sir/Madam:

This is to inform you that pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 (Exempt Abandonments and
Discontinuance of Service and Trackage Rights), Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. shall on or after
October 9, 2007, file a Notice of Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board for approval to
abandon a 44.44 mile line of railroad between milepost 3.75 and milepost 48.19 in Nelson, Ramsey and
Cavalier Counties, North Dakota. Such line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58321, 58330, 58338,
58344, 58345, and 58352.

The exemption procedures set forth in § 1152.50 are being used in this case because no local
traffic has moved over this line for at least two years and there is no overhead traffic that would have to
be rerouted over other lines. Based on information in our possession, the line does not contain any
federally granted rights of way. Any documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available

promptly to those requesting it.
Very t yours,
aren R. Kees

kig Paralegal
cc: Michael J. Barron

Byron D. Olsen

Greg Haugg

Jesse Chalich

STPL-Word:111402.1
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ATTACHMENT 3

Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professtonal Association ~ Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST. PAUL
220 South Sixth Street | Suite 2200 444 Cedar Street | Suite 2100
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4504 St. Paul, MN 55101-2136
612 339 6321 | Fax 612 338 0535 Karen R. Kees 651 222 6321 | Fax 651 222 8905

651/312-6020
Fax: 651/222-8905
E-mail: kkees@felhaber.com
Reply to St. Paul Office

September 28, 2007

United States Department of Defense
MTMCTEA

Attn: Railroads for National Defense
720 Thimble Shoals Boulevard, Suite 130
Newport News, VA 23606-2574

Re:  Docket No. AB1003X
Notice of Exemption of Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.
in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota

Dear Sir/Madam:

This is to inform you that pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 (Exempt Abandonments and
Discontinuance of Service and Trackage Rights), Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. shall on or after
October 9, 2007, file a Notice of Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board for approval to
abandon a 44.44 mile line of railroad between milepost 3.75 and milepost 48.19 in Nelson, Ramsey and
Cavalier Counties, North Dakota. Such line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58321, 58330, 58338,

58344, 58345, and 58352.

The exemption procedures set forth in § 1152.50 are being used in this case because no local
traffic has moved over this line for at least two years and there is no overhead traffic that would have to
be rerouted over other lines. Based on information in our possession, the line does not contain any
federally granted rights of way. Any documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available

promptly to those requesting it.
Very truly*yours,
(tsy) /? 004

Kfaren R, Kees

klg Paralegal
cc: Michael J. Barron

Byron D. Olsen

Greg Haugg

Jesse Chalich

STPL-Word:111369.1
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ATTACHMENT 4

Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professional Association — Attomeys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST. PAUL

220 South Sixth Street | Suite 2200 444 Cedar Street | Suite 2100

Minneapolis, MN 55402-4504 St. Paul, MN 55101-2136

612 339 6321 | Fax 612338 0535 Karen R. Kees 651 222 6321 | Fax 651 222 8905
651/312-6020

Fax: 651/222-8905
E-mail: kkees@fethaber.com
Reply to St. Paul Office

September 28, 2007

Department of the Interior

National Center for Recreation and Conservation
National Park Service

1849 “C” Street NW

Washington, DC 20420

Re: Docket No. AB1003X
Notice of Exemption of Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.
in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota

Dear Sir/Madam:

This is to inform you that pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 (Exempt Abandonments and
Discontinuance of Service and Trackage Rights), Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. shall on or after
October 9, 2007, file a Notice of Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board for approval to
abandon a 44.44 mile line of railroad between milepost 3.75 and milepost 48.19 in Nelson, Ramsey and
Cavalier Counties, North Dakota. Such line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58321, 58330, 58338,
58344, 58345, and 58352.

The exemption procedures set forth in § 1152.50 are being used in this case because no local
traffic has moved over this line for at least two years and there is no overhead traffic that would have to
be rerouted over other lines. Based on information in our possession, the line does not contain any
federally granted rights of way. Any documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available
promptly to those requesting it.

Very truly yours,

A Fgeo

Kadren R. Kees
klg Paralegal
ce: Michael J. Barron
Byron D. Olsen
Greg Haugg
Jesse Chalich

STPL-Word:111372.1
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Felha er Larson ATTACHMENT 5
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professional Association — Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST. PAUL
220 South Sixth Street | Suite 2200 444 Cedar Street | Suite 2100
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4504 St. Paul, MN 55101-2136
612 339 6321 | Fax 612 338 0535 Karen R. Kees 651 222 6321 | Fax 651 222 8905

651/312-6020
Fax: 651/222-8905
E-mail: kkees@felhaber.com
Reply to St. Paul Office

September 28, 2007

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20250

RE: Docket No. AB1003X
Notice of Exemption of Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.
in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota

Dear Sir/Madam:

This is to inform you that pursuant to 49 CF.R. § 1152.50 (Exempt Abandonments and
Discontinuance of Service and Trackage Rights), Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. shall on or after
October 9, 2007, file a Notice of Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board for approval to
abandon a 44.44 mile line of railroad between milepost 3.75 and milepost 48.19 in Nelson, Ramsey
and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota. Such line runs through U.S. Postal Zip Codes 58321, 58330,
58338, 58344, 58345, and 58352.

The exemption procedures set forth in § 1152.50 are being used in this case because no local
traffic has moved over this line for at least two years and there is no overhead traffic that would have
to be rerouted over other lines. Based on information in our possession, the line does not contain any
federally granted rights of way. Any documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made
available promptly to those requesting it.

loe s
klg Paralegal
cc: Michael J. Barron
Byron D. Olsen
Greg Haugg
Jesse Chalich

STPL-Word:111397.1
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Felhaber Larson ATTACHMENT 6
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professional Association — Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST. PAUL

220 South Sixth Street | Suite 2200 444 Cedar Street | Suite 2100

Minneapolis, MN 55402-4504 St. Paul, MN 55101-2136

612 339 6321 | Fax 612 3380535 Karen R. Kees 651 222 6321 | Fax 651 222 8905
651/312-6020

Fax: 651/222-8905
E-mail: kkees@felhaber.com
Reply to St. Paul Office

September 19, 2007

Merlan E Paaverud, Jr.

State Historic Preservation Officer (North Dakota)
and Director, State Historical Society of North Dakota
North Dakota Heritage Center

612 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58505-0830

RE: Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.
Notice of Exemption for Abandonment - Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, ND

Docket No. AB 1003X
Dear Mr. Paaverud:

Any time on or after October 9, 2007, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. (“MHC”) expects to
file with the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to
abandon a railroad line that is 44.44 miles long, extending from milepost 3.75, approximately
3.75 miles north of Lawton, North Dakota, to milepost 48.19, approximately four miles south of
Munich, North Dakota, and running through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties in North
Dakota. Enclosed is an Environmental and Historic Report (“EHR”) describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historical effects, as well as a map of the affected
area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historical analysis of this proceeding. If any
of the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing,
or if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental and historic review process, please
contact their Section of Environmental Analysis (“SEA™) at the Surface Transportation Board,
395 “E” Street SW, Washington, DC 20423-0001, (202/245-0245), and refer to the above docket

number.
MHC will file the EHR with the STB on or about September 19, 2007. Because the

applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your
written comments to the STB (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within three

STPL-Word:110951.1 g’gLE EU?&%&’
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Merlan E Paaverud, Jr.

ATTACHMENT 6

State Historic Preservation Officer (North Dakota)
and Director, State Historical Society of North Dakota

September 19, 2007
nge 2

(3) weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and

historical impact of the contemplated action.

If there are any questions concerning this proposal, please contact the undersigned
directly at 651/312-6020, or by mail at the above address.

klg
enclosure

cc: Byron D. Olsen
William Sippel
Michael Barron
Mark S. Radke

STPL-Word: 1109511
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Paralegal
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & VOg[ | ATTACHMENT 6

A Professional Association — Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST. PAUL
220 South Sixth Street | Suite 2200 Karen R. Kees 444 Cedar Street | Suite 2100
Minneapolis, MN_ 55402-4504 651/312-6020 St. Paul, MN 55101-2136
612 339 6321 | Fax 612 338 0535 Fax: 651/222-8905 6512226321 | Fax 651 222 8905

E-mail: kkees@felhaber.com
Reply to St. Paul office

September 27, 2007

Merlan E Paaverud, Jr.

State Historic Preservation Officer (North Dakota)
and Director, State Historical Society of North Dakota
North Dakota Heritage Center

612 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58505-0830

RE: Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.
Notice of Exemption for Abandonment - Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, ND
Docket No. AB 1003X

Dear Mr. Paaverud:

On September 19, 2007, we forwarded to your office the Environmental and Historic
Report (“Report”) for the referenced matter. It has just come to our attention that there is an error
in the Report. The segment of railroad line proposed for abandonment is described in the Report
as extending “from milepost 3.75, approximately 3.75 miles north of Lawton, North Dakota, to
milepost 48.19, approximately 4.0 miles south of Munich, North Dakota”. The reference to
“Lawton” should be “Lakota”. The identification of the mileposts in the Report, and the length
of the line (44.44 miles) are correct. The maps attached to the Report correctly identify the
segment of the line proposed for abandonment and the beginning and end points.

We apologize for this error and hope that we have not caused any undue
misunderstanding. Please feel free to contact the undersigned or Michael Barron, attorney for
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc., whose phone number is 312-252-1511.

Very truly yours,
Pt
Kdren R. Kees
Paralegal
KRK/clj
cc; Byron D. Olsen
William Sippel
Michael Barron
Mark S. Radke

STPL-Word:111524.1

www.felhaber.com



SERVICE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORIC REPORT

ATTACHMENT 7

Parties to be served with a copy of the Environmental and Historic Report pursuant to Section
1105.7(b) 20 days prior to the filing with the STB of the (i) Petition for Exemption; (ii) Notice of
Exemption OR (iii) Application for Abandonment

Agency/Party

Address

The State Clearing House for North Dakota (or
other state equivalent agency if the State has no
clearing house)

Jim Boyd

Division of Community Services

North Dakota Department of Commerce
P. O. Box 2057

Bismarck, ND 58502-2057

North Dakota Environmental Protection Agency

North Dakota Department of Health
Environmental Health Section

918 East Divide Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-1947

Chief: Dave Glatt

701/328-5150

Nelson County Commissioners (ND)

Odell Flaagan
Ronald Dahlen
Donald Fougner
Noel Lofthus
Harold Bergquist

Nelson County Courthouse
210 B Avenue W
Lakota, ND 58344-7410

Ramsey County Commissioners (ND)

Pamela Brekke
Joe Belford
Scott Diseth
Barry Gage
Bill Mertens

Ramsey County Courthouse
Coun‘g Courthouse

524 4 Avenue

Devils Lake, ND 58301-2490

Cavalier County Commissioners (ND)

Donald Quam
Richard Flanders
Ole Nowatzki
Ray Rollness
Neil Romfo

Cavalier County Courthouse
901 3" Street
Langdon, ND 58249-2457

STPL-Word:110958.1
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Agency/Party

Address.

ATTACHMENT 7

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Regional Office

1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202-1129

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Department of the Interior
1849 “C” Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (LTG Carl Strock,
Commander)

LTG Carl Strock, Commander
Headquarters

441 “G” Street NW
Washington, DC 20314

The National Park Service

Robert Stanton, Director
Department of the Interior
1849 “C” Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

U.S. Soil Conservation Service

NOW: Natural Resources Conservation Service

P. O. Box 2890
Washington, D.C. 20013
Attn: Legislative and Public Affairs

National Geodetic Survey

SSMC-3 #9202

1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD
20910-3282

State Historic Preservation Office

Marvin L. Kaiser, President
612 E. Boulevard Ave.
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830

Gov. John Hoeven

600 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0001

North Dakota Department of Transportation —
Planning

608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

STPL-Word:110958.1
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTIH{ DAKOTA)
)ss

COUNTY OF NELSON )
Lyle Pederson of said State and County, being duly sworn on his oath says: That he s
Publisher of THE LAKOTA AMERICAN, a weckly newspaper of gencral circulation,
printed and published ai Lakola, in said County and State, and that said Lakola Amecrican
was duly and legally elected and designated as the official and legal newspaper, and that
the advertisement of

a printed copy of which is hereunto annexed, was printed and published in every copy of

conseculive weeks, to-wil:

;21/6 7 A207
Debd  Foe7

Subsequent Line Rates ,

each issue of said newspaper for a period of

Straight Malter Lines

First Time Line Rate |

Tapulated Lines \

First Time Line Rale ,

Subsequent Lines Rales .

Column inches .

First Time Inch Rate

PRS-

Subsequent Inch Rates A —

wnd that the full amount of the legal fee for the publicnlibn of the annexed notice. insures
to the benefit of the publisher of said newspaper, that no arrangement or understanding
for the divisinn thereof has been made with any other person, and that no part thereof has
been agreed (o be paid to any person, whomsoever, and the amount of

....... <

| AT
iy Public, Nelson County, N.D.

— , Notary Pubiic
My CommissiondE xpires .. .State of Noth Dakats '
My Commission Explres

Jan.3,2013 §

mshington, DC. 20423, a petition for

g

B

g

£

Bgs
Q

it
|
Qs
3
2g S
2d 9 s
3
§
=z
2
=
2

les_ north of Lawton,

858
BoF

< he Board's - Section of En ;:
Analysis (SEA) will generally prepare and En-
viropmental Assessmert (I 8), which will nor-

. mally be available 60 days sfter the fiing of

' cc"“.‘mu\ on ‘e;',"; .“D‘, N‘Delm‘ 3

' rhatters should befied ro tater’ than 30 days

~_glter the EA becomes avaiiable to the. pubic
‘and will.be addresséd -kr a-Board decision,

EA o make inquiries regarding emvironmental .

¢ mafters by writing 'to. SEA, Surface Trans-

* " portation Board, Washington DC 20423 or by
- caling SEA at (202)565-1538,
- Appropriata offers of financial assistance -

16" continue rail service can be filed with the

Board. Requests for environmental conditions,

E pmﬁcuseoondliom;orraﬂbanldng/h'aﬂsuse
and 10 copies of any pleading that raises
matters.other than environmental issues (such

. as trais tse, public use, ahd ‘offers of financial

" assistarics) -must_be filed directly with the
Board's Office_of the- Secretary, 1925 K"
Street NW, Washington DC 20423 [See 49

© CFR:1104.1(a) ‘and 1104.3(g)], and one copy - ..

. must be served of patitioner’s representative
-{Se@ 49 CFR 1104:12(a)]. Questions regard-
ing offers of financial assistance, public use or
rails use may be directed to the Board's of-
fice of Congressional and Public Senvices.
Copies of any comiments-of requests for con-
ditions should be served on the petitioner’s
représentative, Fethaber, Larson, Fendon &

Vogt, P.A, Atieftion: Karen R Kees, 444
Céader Street, Sulte 2100, Saint Paul, MN

ATTACHMENT 8

“2.3



Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA,
County of Cavalier

DOROTHY DOMRES, being first duly s

that certain newspaper known as Cava
newspaper is a paper of general circulatio
at Langdon, North Dakota, in said county!
legal printing; that the printed copy of |

. intends to file with the Sul-face, :
'Board,
FELHABER, LARSON, FEI Washmgton, DC 20423, a pefition -

NOTIC

to which this affidavit is annexed was pri
every issue of said paper for and during
weeks, the time when publication of such

to-wit:

First Publication

Second Publication

Third Publication

Fourth Publication

OZ [&&4/”,"

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

} SS.

Notice -
~ NOTICE -
"Mohall Central Railroad, In¢.,

a North Dakota ‘corporation,
- hereby gives notice that" it

‘Transportation

fof exemption under 49 US.C.
10502 from the prior approval
requiretnents of 49 U.S.C. 10903,
et seq., permitting the abandon-
mient of a segment of line 44.44
miles in length extending from
milepost  3.75,
3.75 miles north of Lawton, ND,

to milepost 48.19, approximately -

- 4.0 miles south of Munich, ND,

in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier

Counties, North Dakota. The

~proceeding has been docketed as

No. AB 1003X. ,
The Board's Sectlon “of

Environmental Analysis (SEA)

will generally prepare, an

Environmental Assessment (EA),

- which will'normally be a&zlaﬂable
of .

60 days afteI the filin
tmn for éab

energy
fﬂéd 1o later than 30 day:

the EA becomes avaﬂable to. the7

public and will be addressed ini a
~ Board'' decision. Interestéd per-

- sons may obtain a copy of the EA
or ' make. inquiries regardingv

envu‘onmental matters by writ-
SEA :
e Board,

APRIL 15, 2008

My commission expires

Notar}JI Public for Cavalier County, N.D.

approximately

Surface

- Washmgton DC 20423 ot by call-
‘ing SEA at (202)565-1538. ~ -
Appropriate offers of financial .

assmtance to contintie raﬂ service

can ‘be filed with | ‘the Board. -

Requests for envuonmental con-

ditions, pubhc use condrtxons, or

rail bankmglltraﬂs use also can be
e Board. An original

“and 10 .copies of any pleading .

“that raises matters other than

filed with

environmental issues (such ‘as
trails use, public use, and offers
of financial assistance) must. be’

filed directly with the Board's .

Office of the Secretary, 1925 "K"

~ Street NW, Washington DC 20423

[See49CFR11041(a)and11~

'04.3(a)], and one copy must be

served on petitioner's representa-

tive [See 49 CFR 1 104.12(a)].

Questions regardmg -offers- of

'
i
h

financial assistance, public use or

trails use may.be directed to the

B

Board's Office. of Congressmnal"’

and- Public Services. Copies: of

any comments ‘or requests for’

conditions should be served on

. the petitioner's representative,
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt,
PA., Attention::Karen R. Kees,
444 Cedar Street,. Suite 2 100, ;

Saint Paul, MN 55 10 1.
Felhaber Larson Fenlon & Vogt,
- PA.
444 ngar Street Smte 2100

St Paul, MN55101—2136

F5 12 19

Publication Fee $_97.29

ATTACHMENT 8
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=~ Vo

-

- tation Bolrd Washington, DC 215423;@;&&-

tion. for exemption under 49° U.S.C.
fromn thé prior nppmal mqu:mmentslgfsg !

- /&C\SAV\ e \aem

U.8.C. 10903,

P
.

'l‘he Board's Section of Enviro tal
; Analys'u (SEA) will. genmllyvpm:Trznan‘

Environmental Assess t z ot
 normally be available 80 fage der by oLl

ing f the petition for nhmdmmentr m-
tiogy.” ments on environmental and en-
.er@ matters should be filed ‘wodater: than 30
gs after the EA becomes available to the
lic and-will be addmad in a Board-  deci-

s;_otz;? Igtemsted ay. obtain a' copy -

o regarding erjvi-
‘mat iting to SEA, Sur-
porta . &&gh}n’gﬁoﬁ DC
Appropriate offers t'(202.)15:6§:_15ist33an. o}
to continue rail service ‘tan m%alledas:lﬂ: thq:
gz;rd. blm for ‘envi ental condi- :
1on8;, public us { - o1 "
trails :isoc%:n bt;onz;! it lalel S
and 10 copies f‘
1 rs'oté“h%r thoan‘g:lm{'
! dils'use, pub-
lic 'use, and offers of financial -agsi #
must be filed directly with the Boant's S, :

925 “K> Slraet NW Wash.

e :[See 49 CFR
rexmimg offers of fi-
public use or trails use

104.12(a)l. Questions ;

naricial assistance, ‘|

maybeduucudtotheBo ard'’s Office of Con-- {
gresmonnl snd Pu.blxc Servm Copies of

t.s fnr condxhons ,)

i-

I

APFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA,
88,
County of Ramsey

e SN W

ceom eemm .. of sald State and County

bein; first duly sworn, on oath says:

‘ Advertising Clerk l/

is the - Advertising Manager
l General Manager

she
of the DEVILS LAKE JOURNAL

That

publishers of the Devils Lake Journal, a dally newspaper of general circulation printed and
pubhshed in the City of Devils Lake, in said County and State and has been during the time

he er mentloned and that adve ent of
mg. ........ ‘E\D\CA \(‘QQQ----... .- a printed copy of which s

hereto annexed, was printed and published in every copy of

of sald newspaper, for a period of _____.._ «-~- consecutive

~Al- T

-1
P e

and that the full amount of the fee for the publication of the annexed notice inures
solely to the benefit of the publishers of sald newspaper; that no agreement or under-
atanding for a division thereof has been made with any other person and that no part
thereof has been aogreed to be paid to any person whomsoever and the amount of said

fee 18 § 11.3---5 ...........

That sald newspaper was, at the time of the aforesaid publication,
accordance with the lJaw of the State 6f North Dakota topdo legal prmting in said County

and State. B ; }L k@\

Subscribed and sworn to before me

...................... (VAL oo _A. D, DZ.Q.ZJ..

qualified in

¢, Devila Lakﬁ)svm

Notary Public,
My Commission Ex

Notary #u

pires May 27, 200

State of North Dakota

ATTACHMENT 8
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AFHDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTI DAKOTA )

- yss
CTNTY O NFLSON }
.

L

o tedossun of sid State wad Couniy, being d i
Y . g duly sworn on his vaih says: That he is

e . . N

;Fuvv.').ws‘h(r 'J lHlL LAKOTA AMLERICAN, & weekly newspaper of gencrs! circulation,

sointed wnd published 8t Lakora, in said County and Stale, and that sald Lakota American

was dot wnd legally elected and designated as the officlal and legal newspaper, and thal
(ke adhertisement of

s printed copy of which is hereunto snnexed, was printed and published in every copy of

cach issue of ssid newspaper for & period of / consecutive weeks, to-wil:

yoroatater Lines
©Teme e Rate

Loseneest Line Rates

LR L e

=g Toen e Rale

_oseneentlines Rates

Ty tere nzh Rate

S et inen Rates

and ihat the full amount of the legal lee for the publication of the annexed notice insures
0 tbe benefit of the publisher of said newspaper, that np asrangement or understanding
Jor tbe drvision thereol has been made with any other person, and that no part thereofl has

beco agreed (0 be paid to any person, whomsoever, and the amount of

sod lee 5§ 5 2éo .....

ELLEN L, PEDERSON

Notary Pubne

3 State of North Dakora p
My CommBpsibly Eapimession Expices - an- 32003 g
vy V‘rVVVVVYVVYVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV‘V‘VVVVVV

P Notary Public, Nelson County, N.D.

et

NOTICH

Mohali Cantral Rgiroad, inc!, & Norh
Dakota corporation, hateby gives.notice that &
intands to file with the Surfsce Transportation
Board, Washington, DC 20423, 'a riotios of ex-
amption under 49 CFR.1152 Suppart F - Ex-
empt Abandonmants, ‘parmitting’ the aban-
donmant of a segment of line 44 44 mies in
langth extending from _miapost . 3.75. ap-
proximately 3.75 miles. qogh of takola, ND, to
milepost 48,19, approximately 4.0 mites souh
of Munich, ND, in Neison, Ramsey and Cava-
/e Counties, North-Dakota! which traverses
through United States FPostal Senvica Zip
Codes 58321, 58330, 58338, 58344, 38345,
and 58352. The proceeding has bean dock-
otad as No. AB1003X. : + ¢ -

The Board’s Sectiorn of Brwironmental
Analysis (SEA) will general prepars an Emi-
ronmental Assessment (EA), which will nor-
mally be available 25 days aftes the fling of
the notice of exemption. Commants on anvi-
ronmantal and energy mattere should be filed
no later than 15 days after the EA becomes
available to the public and wik be addressed
in a Board decision. Interested parsons may
obtain 8 copy of the BA or make inguiries re-
garding envifonmental matters by writing lo
SEA, Surface Transportation Board. Wash-
ington DC 20423 or by cading SEA at
(292)245-0295. Lo

Appropriate offars ohfinancial assistance
to continue rail jpercan e fied with the
Board. Requests ynvirpndnental conditions,
Public use conditions, or rall banking/tralls use
also can ba fed with the Board. An original
and 10 coples of-any :pleading’ that raises
matters other than enviconmental lesues (such
as lrails use, public use, and offars of financial
assistance) must be filed directly with the
Board’s Qffice of the Jetrajary, 395 B Street’
SW, Washington DC 2042 1'[Sae 48 CFR
1104.12(s)]. and one copy, must be served o0
applicant’s representative . [See 49 CFR
1104.12(a)). Questions regarding offers of f-
nancial assistance, public use or trails use
may be directed to the Board's Office of Con-
gressional and Public Services at 202/245-
0230. Copies of any comments of requeES!s
for conditions should b served. on the apph-
cant's representative, Michasl J. Barron. Jr.,
Fletchar & Sippel LLC, 28 North Wacker Drive,
Suite 920, Chicago, ~~lliinois 60606-2832
(312/252-1511).

(Publish Cctober 3 2007
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