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Appilicant: Surface Transportation Board

Project Description: Chesapeake Railroad Company - Certified of Interim Trail Use and Termination of Modified Rail
Certificate concerning use of +/~ 54 | miles of rail line {known as the Clayton-Easton line Finance Docket No. 32609
(see MD20060712-0772)} —

Project Location:  Counties of Caroline, and Talbot

Clearinghouse Contact: Bob Rosenbush

Dear Mr Williams

We are forwarding the enclosed comments made by the Maryland Department of Transportation, Talbot County, the Towns of
Henderson and Ridgely, and this Department including the Maryland Historical Trust regarding the referenced project for your
information.

The Town of Henderson stated, i their submission of these adverse comments, that the project raised problems conceming
compatibility with their plans, programs, and objectives. * The Town of Henderson would rather see the railroad track revitahzed
rather than become a walking trail. Pertaining to the creation of a walking trail along the railroad tracks, the officials of The Town
of Henderson beheve that the tracks are dangerous to walkers, and a possible threat to property owners who live near the tracks. In
many locations the path would be mited to the width of the rails as steep grade dranage ditches are close to the tracks. Walkers
would be exposed to a risk of falling into the ditches or they might circumvent the narrow path and walk on neighboring property.
In several areas, the path would be hidden from view and could provide a tempting location for misconduct *

Talbot County stated that their findings of consistency are contingent upon the Applicant taking certain actions that are
summarized below Talbot County affirmed that “any immediate attempis at such conversion to a rail-to-trail initiative are
premature at this ime A comprehensive planning exercise, outreach initiative and review are necessary to properly evaluate the
interim use of surplus rail himes ™ Talbot County also expressed an interest in working with the Maryland Transportation
Admimstration, and this Department to discuss a future rail-to-trail initvative 1n Talbot County See the attached letters, and
enclosures.

The Maryland Department of Transportation found this project to be generally consistent with its plans, programs, and objectives,
but mncluded the following qualifying comments. The Maryland Department of Transportation stated that “‘as far as can be
determmed at this time, the subject has no unacceptable impacts on the plans or programs of the Department of Transportation,”

It is understood that the Maryland Transit Administration has leased the +/- 54 1 miles of rail line (not mmcluding the

+/- 5,514 acres known as the Easton Spur) to the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for a rail-to-trails project. It
1s recommended that DNR make an effort to address the concerns of the Town of Henderson and Talbot County before DNR
proceeds with this project
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The Town of Ridgely affirmed that “this fits well into our Greater Ridgely Rails to Trails project.”
The Maryland Historical Trust has determined that the referenced project will have “no effect” on historic properties.

Should you have any questions, contact the State Clearinghouse staff person noted above at 410-767-4490 or through e-mail at
brosenbush@mdp state.md us  Your cooperation and attention to the review process is appreciated

Sincerely,

Aol ¢ Pyt

Linda C laney, J.D., Assistant Secretary
for Clearinghouse and Communications
LCIBR
Enclosures (Comments Received)
cc'  George Fabula— MTA®*
Ray Dintaman — DNR*

Cindy Johnson - MDOT Linda Jo Epperly-Glover -
George Kinney - TLBT Sandy Cook - HENDERSON RIDGLELY
Robert Willey- EASTON Beth Cole - MHT
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TALBOT COUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING & ZONING

CouRrt House
11 N. WASHINGTON STREET :
Fax: 410-770
PHONE: 410-770-8030 EASTON, MARYLAND 21601 Y. 4106229995
P G ~
August 7, 2007 1 (
NG B
Ms. Linda C Janey, J.D , Director oy E
Maryland State Clearinghouse for Intergovernmental Assistance J ] F ” L:

Maryland Department of Planning
301 West Preston Street — Room 1104
Baltimore, Maryland 21201-2305

Re:  Maryland State Clearinghouse — Agency Review Request
Chesapeake Railroad Company
Certified of Interim Trail Use and Tenmnatlon of Modified Rail Certificate

MD20070710-0740

Dear Ms. Janey,

In response to your request for comment regarding the above referenced County Agency
Review Request, please find the following.

A Talbot County finds the referenced Clearinghouse item to be generally consistent
with the Talbot County Comprehensive Plan contingent upon certain actions
Specifically, the Talbot County Comprehensive Plan identifies two (2) policies and
two (2) action strategies as follows:

Non- j ion

Chapter 4, Policy 20 The County should support development of safe,
convenient and inviting bike routes and walkways

Associated Action Work with the State Highway Administration to prepare a
Talbot County Scenic Byway Management Plan, A Scenic
Byway Management Plan will provide a blueprint for state,
county, and town actions to improve vehicular, pedestrian
and bicycle travel on selected State roadways in the

County.



Rail Service

Chapter 4, Policy 24 The County should work with the Mass Transit
Administration to preserve existing rail service rights-of-
way in the Talbot County and the Upper Eastern Shore for
future rail service.

Associated Action: Initiate a review process to evaluate surplus rail lines so
that the County has a position on whether the right-of-way
should remain in place for future rail use, or alternative
transportation and recreation.

This section of the Comprehensive Plan further notes: “The
County encourages the retention of rail rights-of-way for
future use. Pedestrian/bike trails are appropriate interim
uses of these corridors”

B. In addition, Talbot County finds the referenced Clearinghouse item to be generally
consistent with the local Heritage Plan. Specifically, the Heritage Area Plan notes the
following.

Bicycling Linkages

“Region-wide recreational planning and bicycle-pedestrian planning are key
needs Bicycling is an excellent recreational pursuit to promote here, but several
proposals for off-road bicycle routes have run info landowner resistance, in all
four counties”.

In addition to these two guiding documents, it is important to note that Talbot County
discussed a past proposal regarding a rails-to-trails conversion along this same rail
corridor. This discussion took place in 1991 and I have attached relevant materials for
your consideration. In summary, Talbot County chose not to pursue the conversion of
this rail line outside the Town of Easton. This was primarily due to the positions
presented by the Talbot County Farm Bureau and adjacent property owners, which
articulated a variety of concerns (i.e. liability, trash, crime, etc.). This historical context
must be recognized and is likely the genesis for the ‘Rail Service’ action statement noted

above,

Talbot County is certainly committed to working with the Mass Transit Administration
and the Maryland Department of Planning to discuss a firture rails-to-trails initiative in
Talbot County. That said, the Talbot County Comprehensive Plan and local history
suggest additional public outreach and evaluation are necessary prior to such conversions.
In summary, it is the opinion of this office that any immediate attempts at such
conversion are premature at this time A comprehensive planning exercise, outreach
initiative and review are necessary to properly evaluate the interim use of surplus rail

lines



Thank you for the opportunity to respond and please feel free to contact me if additional
information or comment is necessary.

Talbot County Planning Officer

Ce Tom Duncan, President Talbot County Council
Andy Hollis, Talbot County Manager
Michael Pullen, Talbot County Attorney
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TALBOT COUNTY
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Rural and town residents are able to access an on demand transportation service provided by the
Upper Shore Aging, a nonprofit corporation. The Upper Shore Take-A-Ride (USTAR) program
includes various trip destinations, including shopping centers, employment centers, educational
facilities, medical facilities, adult day care centers and senior centers. Fares (donations) range from
one to five dollars for general ridership to between fifty cents and two dollars for elderly and disabled
riders. Hours of operation are from 8.00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Forty percent of
the funding for the USTAR service is derived from fare box receipts and other donations and the
remainder comes from a combination of local and State funding. Current annual ridership is on the

order of 15,000 passengers and 68,000 trips.
Transit Policies

C04P.19. At the appropriate time, the County should explore the feasibility of improved transit
service for County residents and encourage such services when needed and

economically feasible.
Transit Implementation Strategles

In the immediate firture, the County can be most effective in reducing drive alone auto trips by

cooperating with the State in the planning and provision of “park and ride facilities” to encourage ride

sharing and commuting,

Action’ Encourage business and industry to provide reserved parking spaces for carpools and
vanpools at office and industrial sites to accommodate and encourage ride sharing

V. Non-motorized Transportation

Non-motorized transportation includes sidewalks and pedestrian and bicycle trails. Although there
are no County “designated” bicycle routes in Talbot County, the MD 33 to Bellevue Ferry to MD 333
route (the “loop”) is a very popular and heavily-traveled bike route. This route is along two-lane
public roads including MD 33, & high traffic volume segment. In addition to the popular “loop,” other
routes on the west side of the County are frequently used by bicyclists (see Map 4-3). They include
the road to Bozman and Neavitt (MD 579) and the Tilghman Road (MD 33),

There are a number of potentiet alternative bike routes on the east side of the County. These routes
traverse scenic rural areas, are long enough to appeal to bikers and form a loop with Easton as the
hub. They also intersect with existing popular routes.

The County has not required new development to include sidewalks or pedestrian connections within
the community. As the County’s growth strategy has shifted to encouraging a more urban
development pattern in the Towns and Designated Growth Arees, several of the Towns have
encouraged the County to require easements for these fiture pedestrian facilities to permit
development of an integrated and connected pedestrian network once these areas are annexed into the
town

Talbot County Comprehensive Plan February 15, 2005 4-9



Non-motorized Transportation Policies

C04P.20  The County should support development of safe, convenient and inviting bike routes
and walkways.

Non-motorized Transportation implementation Strategles

Action: Review the recommendations regarding sidewalks in the County’s designated growth
areas and establish a policy for sidewelk easements and installation.

Action: Amend the Talbot County Zoning Ordinance to require space be provided for parking
of bicycles in the appropriate service retail developments.

Action: Work with the State Highway Administration to prepare a Talbot County Scenic
Byway Management Plan. A Scenic Byway Managemeut Plan will provide a
blueprint for state, county, and town actions to improve vehicular, pedestrian, and
bicycle travel on selected State roadways in the County.

V. Air Travel

The Easton Airport is a County-owned facility located at the north end of the Town of Easton.
Primary access to the airport is from US 50. The Easton Airport Manager and County Council
manage and operate the airport assisted by a five-member Airport Advisory Board appointed by the
County Council.

Easton Airport is a general aviation airport that services corporate jets and privately owned and
military aircraft. Charter service to destinations throughout the United States and the world is
provided by East Coast Flight Services, Easton Jet Services and Easton Aviation, LLC. Easton
Aviation, LLC also provides flight training. The airport presently averages between 240 and 250
operations per day (takeoffs and landings), with some peak days reaching 350 operations per day.
Several air service related businesses and industries are located at the airport.

According the information contained in the Easton Airport master plan, management expects to have
a total of 190 aircraft based at the facility. This number is likely to increase due to the flight
restrictions around Washington, DC. Annual operations, which were estimated to be 92,000 in 2003,
are expected to increase to approximately 121,000 by 2016, Total peak hour operations are expected
to climb from 42 landings in 2003 to 54 in 2016.

County policies should encourage the continued vitality of the Easton Airport, by protecting the
airport from encroachment from residential, retail or commercial uses. Compatible uses, such as
airport related businesses and light industry should be encouraged in appropriate areas near the
airport. Current zoning regulations prohibit residential uses adjacent to the airport and control the
height of structures within the clear zones of the runways.

4-10 February 15, 2005 Chapter Four Transportation




Alr Travel Policles
CO04P.21. The County should continue to improve air transportation services at the Easton

C04.P.22.  Private air strips and helipads are discouraged within the County as these uses often
cunemumoutothemmmdingoommty

Alr Travel Implementation Stratagloi
Action: As the opportunities arise, the County should acquire avigation easements on
properties surrounding the airport.

Vil. Port Services

Although use of the port facilities at Easton Point has been declining in recent years, some materials
are still delivered by barge to terminals on the Point. The draft Easton Comprehensive Plan states,
“the fisture role of Easton’s port facilities is clouded. A great many people have suggested that this
ares has tremendous redevelopment potential, although no one has come forth with a proposal to
ammex and redevelop it. If this ever comes to be, the fisture of the port is most likely more towards
recreational uses such as an expanded marina, boat ramp, and associated uses with less emphasis on
truly industrial uses.”

Historically the County has recommended that the northern and western edges of Easton Point should
continue to be used and reserved for port-related and marine transportation activities, including
regular dredging of the Tred Avon River approach channel,

Port Services Policles
C04P.23. The County should continue to insure that adequate access is provided to County
waters for marine transportation.

Viil. Rall Service

Rail service in Telbot County has been discontinued for some years. Future service through the
planning period may include the revival of limited light rail service on rail rights-of-way owned by the
Mass Transit Administration. Maay of the rail rights-of-ways in Talbot County have reverted to
private property owners, The Town of Easton has constructed a pedestrian/bike trail along a portion
of the old rail right-of-way. The Easton rail-trail runs from Idlewild Avenue to US 50. The trail
connects two local parks, Idlewild Park and North Easton Park. The historic railroad station has been
restored and currently is being used as private offices. The County encourages the retention of rail
rights-of-way for future use. Pedestrian/ bike trails are appropriate interim uses for these corridors.

Talbot County Comprehensive Plan February 15, 2005 411



Rall Service Policies

C04.P.24.  The County should work with the Mass Transit Administration to preserve existing
rail service rights-of-way in the Talbot County and the Upper Eastern Shore for future
rail service.

Rafl Service Implementation Strategles

Action: Initiate a review process to evaluate surplus rail lines so that the County has a position
on whether the right-of-way should remain in place for future rail use, or alternative
transportation and recreation.

4-12 February 15, 2005 Chapter Four. Trensportation
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Finding

Potential Bicycle
Tralls:z A number of
abandoned or lightly
used raliroad rights of
way exist In this region,
some with more
potential than others for
conversion to
recreational trail use,
and alt with a degree of
controversy attending to
their potental
development. Eastern
Shore Herltage, Inc.,
should stand ready to
assist responsible local
and state agencles In
their planning and
development when
those jurisdictions
detarmine it Js time to
proceed. Some linkages
are important to the
completion of the
Armerican Discovery Trall
route planned across the
Delmarva Peninsula, an
Important national off-
road trall Inltiative A
partial listing of these
Indudes:

Chestertown to
Kennedyville and
beyond

Easton to Claiborne
Easton to Marydel

Kent Narrows to
Tuckahoe State Park

194  STORIES OF THE CHESAPEAKE HERITAGE AREA MANAGEMENT PLAN
PuBLIC DRAFT-JUNE 7, 2004

various forms of packaged visitor services (bike/bed & breakfast
packages, and coordinated passport ticketing for museums, for instance),

Chapter 3 offers guidance on creating interpretive linkages, and
Chapter 4 outlines possibilities for packaged visitor services. This
chapter addresses phyzsical linkages. These include wayfinding and
visitor orientation, roads and highways, and recreational linkages.
Recreational opportunities are especially rich in the Stories of the
Chesapeake Hentage Area and are to be an explicit subject of heritage
area planning for the visitor expenence wherever possible

Transportation: There are a number of major transportation projects
underway or under consideration that will affect the landscape and
potentially the visitor experience. “Hot spots™ include proposed bypasses
east of Chestertown and Easton and the dualizing of Route 404 between
Route 50 and Denton. [photo-98] Long range, Route 301 as the “eastern
bypass™ for the crowded western shore raods coujld expenence
additional use and change (A second overpass is already proposed for an
access road to Centreville (o improve the safety of access to Queen
Anne’s County High School.) St. Michael’s faces an especially critical
problem of expanding development beyond the town on the Bay
Hundred peninsula, with the only route being the main street through a
heavily visited area Construction traffic there could be a concern as well
as traffic from an expanding number of residents, both conflicting with
traffic generated by visitors.

Bicycling finkages: Region-wide recreational planning and bicycle-
pedestrian planning are key needs. Bicycling is an excellent recreattonal
pursuit to promote here, but several proposals for off-road bicycle routes
have run into landowner resistance, in all four counties.

Denton has completed a bicycling gmde for Caroline County, and
DLITE (Delmarva Low Impact Tourism Experiences) is now completing
a pemnsula-wide bicycling guide.

Water Linkages and Access: Water trails are the most appropriate for
this region for an initial focus. They are less likely to raise property
owner concerns, and opportunities for these are extensive. Morcover,
significant audiences for the Stonies of the Chesapeake Hentage Area are
cruising audiences-both powerboating and sailing (More than 16,000 of
these boats are registered in the four counties ) Paddlers of “hand carried
boats™ (kayaks and canoes) are growing in numbers. It should be possible
to connect with all of these audiences through the existing, large system
of public landings and the public and private mannas that dot the
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TALBOT COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

605 Port Street
RECEIVRP

Easton, Maryland, 21601
410.770.8173 (voice); 410.770.8176 (facsimile)

{feanns@talbgov.org
AR 23
MEMORANDUM .
SABBY SRINTY Was wo¥
To: Andy Hollis -

o
s’ -
From: Jesse Fearin;&/ \f"‘%; “'v;}-'a':
W’p A\ e
Date: April 20, 2001 W&

Subject: Rails- to-Trails from the Town of Easton to the Town of
Queen Anne

I do not know if you are aware that the Maryland Forest and Park Service
has been working with Caroline County for the last two years in developing the rail
line from Hillsboro to Greensboro into a trail that could be utilized by pedestrians,
equestrians and bikers. This is the same rail line that the Town of Easton has
converted into a trail for a distance of approximately 1.5 miles.

The Caroline County Commissioners appeared to be in favor of the project
until recently when they received pressure from the local Farm Bureau. It is my
understanding that the Farm Bureau has a national policy against the conversion of
any rail line to a trail. The Maryland Forest and Park Service is now only working
with the towns of Greensboro and Ridgely in developing those sections of the rail
line within their corporate limits.

I believe that it would be a good time to work with the Maryland Forest and
Park Service in exploring the conversion of the line from Easton to the Town of
Queen Anne. This line is approximately 11 miles long. It is my understanding that
tk ey w- uld fund the project entirely with Federal and State funds and would
maintain it. They will only do it if they have local support for the project. I'm sure
that several local farmers and those people that front along it would be opnosed to
the project. However, the benefits of this project should far outweigh the
negatives.

If there is any interest whatsoever on the County's part, I would suggest that
your office contact John Ohler, Superintendent at Tuckahoe State Park, ar.d ask



him to make a presentation to the County Council regarding this project. He can
answer a lot of the preliminary questions regarding crime, liability, ownership,
maintenance, etc.

I believe that this project would be of high benefit to the citizens of the
County especially if it were to connect to the Easton's trail. State Highway is
currently studying the northern intersection of U.S. Route 50 and MD Route 322
and it would be proper for them to include a pedestrian bridge with that project to
serve this trail and also serve the Chapel East subdivision. The SHA is also
reviewing the dualization of MD Route 404. There is an existing railroad bridge
crossing over Route 404, however another bridge should be constructed over the
other proposed lanes, if and when dualization occurs. This would enable the trail
to be connected to Tuckahoe State Park and also the Caroline portion of the Rails-
to-Trails if and when it is ever developed. A bike ride from Easton to Greensboro
on this trail would be 40 miles round trip, which would be a good days bike ride
and would attract a lot of users from across the State of Maryland and beyond.
Development of the entire route would probably attract 50,000 to 100,00 users per

year.

I have attached hereto a drawing showing the alignment and a "Hillsboro-
Greensboro Rail-to-Trail Fact Sheet".

Enc.



HILLSBURO-GREENSBORO RAIL-TO-TRAIL FACT
SHEET

1. Q. What part of the rall Hne would be
converted from Rails to Tralls?

A. The first section of the trall to be developed would
be an eight mile section from Tuckahoe State Park to
Greensboro. Future additions could include a spur to
Denton and perhaps the towns of Queen Anne and

Cordova.
2, Q. Who owns the rallroad tracks?

A. The R/R right of way is owned by the MD Dept of
Transportation. They bought the right of way from the
Penn Central Rallroad In 1981. The right of way Is 66
feet wide.

3. Q. Who's going to operate the trail once it's
completed?

A. When the trail is completed it will be managed by
the State Forest and Park Service. The management
of the parts of the trail within the towns of Ridgely and
Greensboro will be some kind of partnership between
the Forest and Park Service and the towns.

4. Q. Won't the trail create » crime and trash
problam?

A. Experience has shown that there is a negligible
amount of trash generated by tralls such as the one
being proposed here, Criminal actlvity on tralis like
this has also been found to be minimal. The kind of
people who use tralls such as these are more apt to
pick up litter than cause it.

5. Q. Who would deal with crime and
unauthorized use of tha trail If it did happen?

A. The Ranger staff of Tuckahoe State Park and the
local jurisdictions wauld police the trall, enforce the
regulations, and deal with problems such as ATvs,

6. Q. This trail is going through agricultural
land. Won't that In some way harm agriculture?

A. If you go out and look at the raliroad tracks with
your own eyes you will see that this proposed trail
doesn't harm agriculture in any way.

7. Q. if the trali is established does It mean that
it will never be used as a railroad again?

A. The trall Is just a temporary use of the railroad
right of way. If the trall is needed for raliroad use it
will go back to being a railroad.

8. Q. Who will pay for the trall?

A. The trail will be funded with a mix of State and
Federa! trail grants and funds. The county government
will not have to pay for development of the trail.

9. Q. Who will be able to use the trail?

A. The trall will be open to pedestrian, equestrian, and
bicycle traffic. If the trait were to be developed as
planned, the sections In the towns will be paved which
wifl allow for roller blading as well. Outside the town
limits the trall will be a crushed stone dust surface.

10. Q. Will people be able to park anywhere
along tha trall?

A. Parking will only be permitted In the towns and at
Tuckahoe State Park.

11. Q. What impact will tha trall hava on tha
area?

A. The trail will draw the kind of tourists into the area
that we want. When they finish using the trail they will
be thirsty, hungry, and wiil need a place to stay If they
come from any distance. The county can only benefit
from this kind of tourism,

Yo Get Involved:

Contact "Caroline Ralls-to-Trails"
swes@dmv.com
410-479-0338

More about rall trails on the Web:
www.railtralls.org or

\pcoming Events;
Thursday, April 19 2001, 7 p.m.: Public

Information & Planning Meeting at Ridgely
Firehouse

e
S g e o el
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MR. OHLER: It’s warming up.

MS. SPENCE: Oh, okay.

MR. WILSON: Go ahead and do the introduction.

MR. OHLER: Okay. I believe one of your
administrators asked me to come and do a short presentation
on the Rails to Trails.

MR. FOSTER: I don’t know if it makes any diffe-
repce, but you’'re covering the mike with your laptop, so.

MR. OHLER: Okay. Fortunately for me, John
Wilson’s a planner. He’s going to do most of the talking,
so he’ll be at the mike.

MR. FOSTER: Okay.

MR. OHLER: As soon as we get this thing going,
John will be talking.

MR. WILSON: Well, my name’s John Wilson. I‘m a
planner with the Department of Natural Resources, and it's
my understanding John Ohler, who is the manager of Tuckahoe
State Park, was contacted by someone within the County, and
they asked if we couldn’t come and give a presentation as
far as the possibilities of converting the Easton-Clayton

rail line to a trail. I think some of you may be familiar
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with thig concept because already, some of the rail line
within the Town limits of Eastcon has been converted to a
multi-use trail, and I guess what we want to do today with
this presentation is sort of just talk about the
possibilities of converting the rest of the line within
Talbot County.

MR. OHLER: You’re going to have to wing it, John.

MR, WILSON: It’ll come up. Don’t touch it., One
of the things I would say that as far as these types of
projects are cancerneq, there’s over a thousand of thege
multi-use trails that have been developed from converted
rail lines all acroes the United States, and every one of
the projects has been an incredible asset for the community
that they were located with, within.

MR. FOSTER: Have you presented your idea to the
Farm Bureau in Talbot County to see if they have --

MR. WILSON: No, we haven’'t at this point.

MR. FOSTER: The other question I have since
you’re waiting to warm up, I was contacted shortly after the
election, was it 2 1/2 yeare ago, by somebody who waa

interested in developing that railroad line, Nothing ever
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went anywhere, but it'’s been talked ahout ever since I've
been here. I guess I would have some concern that when you
do this, although I suppose you could put it back into the
form of a rail line, the expense would probably be enormous
and you’re prokably closing that door forever.

MR. WILSON: No. One of the things, if this ever
became a reality, one of the things currently -- and this
will be covered in the presentation -- currently, that line
is owned by the State of Maryland Department of
Transportation, but -- and one of the things that they’'ve
told us is if, you know, the County wanted to convert that
to a trail, this would be "an interim use®". They want to
maintain that corridor for the possibility of future rail
use if that ever becomes economically viable, and this is
one way to actually maintain that corridor and its viability
for that, so basically any trail development they would
consider as interim. You know, they’re, they’re preserving
the rail line for the future, and what they would do
easentlally is a lease agreement with the Department of
Natural Resources.

MR. FOSTER: But you're taking the rails up,
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aren’t you?

MR. WILSON: Well, yes, I think ip our initial
discussions with them, they want to salvage the rails, but I
will tell you, for that ever to be a viable rail line,
whoever would be interested in that would have to take them
up, anyway, because the ties are all rotten, so the rails
would have to come up and they’d have to replace those ties,
anyway, 80 that’s something in order to make that a viable
line, that would have to be done, anyway.

MS. SPENCE: Okay.

MR. FOSTER: Did they replace all of the rail ties
in that tourist train that they run from Hurlock, you know,
sometimes, runs about five miles, about five miles an hour?
It’s mostly a ride, almost.

MR. WILSON: I don’t know.

MR. FOSTER: It's a real train.

MR. WILSON: Yeah. I'm not familiar with that. I
mean, there was -- and I'll get into this later -- there was
someone that was interested in using this particular line as
a potential scenic railroad, and I think when they looked at

the economics of restoring that track to the ability of
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carrying a train, they saw that it was going to cost
considerable amount of money because they were going to have
to pull up the rails, replace all the ties, and then put it
back down.

MR. FOSTER: Well, my understanding is the main
thing that stopped them was they couldn’t get across Route
50 --

MR. WILSON: That'’s possible,

FOSTER: -- into Easton, so that --

B

MR. OHLER: Takes a while. I'm sorry.

MS. SPENCE- Are you logging onto the Internet?
Is that what you’re trying to do?

MR, OHLER: No.

MS. SBPENCE: No?

MR. OHLER: When I turn the projector off,
sometimes it doesn’t read, come back up.

MR, WILSON: What happens ia you need to turn on
the projector first because it's a plug and play operating
system, so the computer has to recognize the projector.

MS. SPENCE: And the projector takes a while to

warm up and --
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. WILSON: Yeah. Okay.

MR
MS. SPENCE: There you go.

MR. CHLER: Ready.

MR, WILSON: Hit it, John. One of the things, we
just wanted to tell you about this concept, and you know, if
you have any questions, ideas, whatever, we’re more than
happy to hear those. Like I said, you know, we wera
contacted by someone at the County and asked to come and
give this presentation.

MS. BPENCE: Was that someone Mr. Jesse Fearins,
by any chance? That’s who our memo is from.

MR. HOLLIS: It was me.

MS. SPENCE: Oh, it was Mr. Hollis. Okay.

MR. POSTER: Oh. Interesting.

MR. WILSON: Okay. Some of the benefits of rail
trail projects, and I got into this a little bit, is it does
preserve the rail corridor for the long term, and like I
said, if this, you know, went further down the road, one of
the recuirements by the Department of Transportation would

be that, you know, there’s always this possibility of using

this corridor for rail transportation.
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One of the good things that it does for the local
community is it does provide a recreational copportunity. It
alsc can provide alternative transportation routes. Instead
of people using their automobile, they can use a bike or
walk to work, and it does provide scme economic development
within the local jurisdiction as well. A lot of times,
there are trail related businesses such as bike shops. It
also increases tourism to the County, and we’ve done
studies, and either property values adjacent to the line
elther stay the same or increase. I kunow we have a rail
line in Baltimore County, and they actually in their real
egtate ads advertise that they’re adjacent to the trail as a
selling point.

Some of the rail trails projects that are currently
within the State, there’s the Baltimore-Annapolis rajl
trail, there's the Northern Central, Western Maryland and
Croes Island. Just to give you a little background on each
one of these, the B&A rail trail is in Anne Arundel County.
It’'s essentially 13.3 miles. It rums from Annapolis to Glen

Burnie. At Glen Burnie, it also links with a trail around

BWI Airport now. It’'s a multi-use trail, which means that
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bikes and hikers and roller blades can use it. This
particular one has a paved asphalt surface. 1It’s operated
by Anne Arundel County Parks and Rec, and it gets incredible
amount of use. Last year it was used by 1.7 million people.

The Northern Central rail trail is in Baltimore County.
It is 20 miles from Ashland, Maryland, to the Pennsylvania
border. In addition, Pennsylvania has decided to complete
20 miles from the border up to York, Pennsylvania, so
essentially, this rail trail goes 40 miles now. Once again,
it’s a multi-uge trail. However, it has a crushed stone
surface, and within Maryland, it’s operated by Maryland
Department of Natural Resources, and it’s used by
approximately 350,000 people a year,

The Western Maryland rail trail is a relatively new one
out in Washington County. It runs from our Fort Frederick
State Park to Hancock, Maryland, approximately 20 miles.
It’s a multi-use trail. It has a paved asphalt surface.
it’s operated by Maryland DNR. It‘’s used by approximately
30,000 people, and it was very popular with the locals,
particularly the Town of Hancock, because they had been in

sort of economic depression, and this has done a lot to help
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bhoost the town’s economy.

One rather close in Queen Anne’s County and just in
development i1s the Crose Ieland trail. It’'s plated to be 6
miles acroes Kent Island. Currently, one mile exists, and
they’re hoping to complete an additional 5 miles this year.
Once again, it‘s a multi-use trail. It has a paved asphalt
surface. 1It's operated by the Queen Anne’s County
Department of Parks and Rec, and it is also very popular
with the lecal folks.

Just to give you a little background information on the
Easton~Clayton rail line, it was purchased by the State of
Maryland in 1982 from the Penn Central Railroad. 1It’s
approximately 45 miles in length running from Easton to
Clayton, Delaware. There’s also a 9 mile spur from Queen
Anne over to Denton. The purchase of the acquisition by the
State was to malntain thie corridor for possible rail
transportation, and currently, the line is managed by the
Department of Transportation’s Mass Transit Administration.

MR. FOSTER: Are you aware of the plans to use

that right-of-way to run Cordova Road down and join it to

the Easton Bypass, overpassing Route 507




TALBOT COUNTY COUNCIL
TAKEN ON MAY 29, 2001

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Page 95
MR. WILSON: I am not,
MR. FOSTER: Would that have -- you haven’t
planned to accommodate that in --
MR. WILSON: I would have to see what it is. I'm
pure we can accommodate it.
MR. FOSTER: It was the No. 1 priority for the
County in its roads plan for -- how many do we have?

SPENCE: Five.

FOSTER: Five?
HARRISON: For this year.

FOSTER: Yeah, for this year.

55 BB

HARRISON: For SHA funding.

MR. FOSTER: It is something that we'’re very
serious about. It would overpass Route 50, and basgically,
the bypass would take you straight up to Queen Anne --

MR. WILSON: Oh, okay.

MR. POSTER: -- if you wanted to, but it would
cnly involve, the right-of-way would only involve that piece
that comes down, and maybe the County engineer could tell

you better. It would connect us in rather than -- so rather

than Cordova Road going off, it would come atraight,
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straight down, and I don’t know how much, how big the right-
of-way is. Would it accommodate your trail and this or not?

MR. CLARKE: I'd have to look at it.

MR. WILSON: Well, I'‘ll tell you. Typically,
these right-of-ways are approximately 60 feet, and what I'm
going to talk about later is typically, we use 10 feet for
these traila, so it seems to me that there's probably enough
room within the right-of-way there.

MS. SPENCE: And I do recall in the discussions
about that that we didn’t rule out the notion of having some
portion of it or the ability to have biking along that
route. I mean, it makes a lot of sense if you're trying
to --

MR. FOSTER: Well, it’s only a piece, small piece
of it that we would ba talking about.

MS. SPENCE: Yeah.

MR. FOSTER: The rest of it would be --

MS. SEPENCE: Yeah,.

MR. FOSTER: -- unaffected.

MR. WILSON: Just to give you a little background,

we were talking abcut this earlier. There was this local
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entrepreneur that leased the rights to the Easton-Clayton
segment in 1988. They intended to use the line for freight
and scenic tours. However, they found it not to be
economically viable, and their lease expired on Halloween
night in 1998,

As far as private sector interest, at that time in
February '98, the Department of Transportation made an
effort to identify on a national as well as a regional basis
any other private sector entity that might be interested in
egtablishing freight service along that line. Several
companies requested a packet of information that they had
put together on the line, but after they received those
packages, no one ever contacted the Department of
Trangportation and expressed any further interest for

whatever reason.

MR. OHLER: One note just to clarify, on the
northern end of the line, which is from Clayton down as far
as Goldsboro, there is someone who may have interest, but so
far, from Goldsboro down to Easton, no one has an interest
for rail service.

MR. WILSON: In addition, just give you a little
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further background, in October of 99, DOT did meet with
representatives from the Eastern Shore just to talk about
options for the potential use of the rail linea, and there’s
a whole network of them on the Delmarva Peninsula, and they
talked about the fact that some lines might be converted to
trails on an interim basis.

Just to give you a littls background as far as some of
the support, in 1989, we did a study of the potential
conversions of rail lines to trails, and Easton-Clayton was
one of ten that were recommended rail-to-trail projects. 1In
addition, the Mass Transit Administration is interested in
tranaferring their interest in the line to us if folks are
interested.

If this was converted to a trail, the State would
maintain ownership. There wouldn‘t be any transfer of
ownership. Simply responsibility would shift from where it
is currently with Department of Transportation to the
Department of Natural Resources. As I indicated, the trail
would be considered an interim use, basically maintaining

the right-of-way for possible future use if rail

transportation ever became economically viable, and it would
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be used for transportation, albeit a different form, people
on bicycles and feet and that type of things.

The concept right now -- and this is, you know, just a
concept -- we possibly would be looking at a multi-use trail
just like the other projects that I talked about which would
provide for hikers, bilkers as well as equestrian use. It
would be approximately 10 foot wide, possibly a crushed
stone surface, and DNR would construct, operate and maintain
it, and it would probably be done in phases, you know, a
couple miles at a time.

Juat to give you a little input, we did have a focus
group back in May where we invited some people to Adkins
Arboretum to talk about this potential project, and I've
worked on a number of these, and some of the ipsues that
they raised were issues that we’ve heard on every one of
these projects. They were concerned about who owns the
right-of-way, particularly folks that are adjacent to it.
They also were concerned about crime. They were concerned
about any liability that they might have as a landowner, and
they were also concerned about the economics, how much did

the trail cost, what kind of economic benefits are realized
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by the community.

Just so you know, as far as ownership, you know, as I
indicated, it is owned by the State of Maryland. We got a
quitclaim deed from the railroad. If an adjacent landowner
had some information that they felt demonstrated their
pergonal ownership, certainly, the State would review that
and see if they had a valid claim, and if there are -- I
know that there are some places where there are existing
easements where someone has a crossing acrosa the rail line,
All those would be honored, so.

As far as crimes, I'm just going to sum this up,
basically, without going through all this. One of the
things we've seen in all these projects is that crime is not
a big problem. Typically, there’s far leses ¢rime occurring
on these rail trail projects than are occurring in the
general population as a whole, and typically in these
projects, crime in that particular area usually decreases
because prior to that, these are somewhat abandoned areas,
you know, that people go to for various purposes, and once

you convert them to a trall, people are using them, and

those type of activitiep tend ro cease.
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You know, once again, I’'m not going to go through all
the statistics, but you know, ocur experience, particularly
on the Northern Central, which is one that we operate, the
Department of Natural Resources operates, what we’'ve seen is
there is periodic vandalism, but yocu know, that’s part of
our job to operate, maintain that. We go and take care of
that. In addition, periodically, there is somecne that gets
unauthorized motor use, particularly ATVa, and part of, you
know, our park ranger’s job is to try and control that use.
One of the things we do as far as the design is concerned,
and you can see it here in Easton, is they put up these gate
sltuations, which try and preclude that kind of access.

And you know, typically, what we see, the major crimes
that occur are usually break-ins of people’s vehicles that
are using the trail as opposed to landowners have concern
that people are going to commit ¢rimes against them. 1It’s
usually the trail users that have crimes committed against
them.

Just, you know, to give you a summary of the projects
that I talked about, Northern Central, like X said, mostly

vehicle break-ins, some drinking in the parking lots, but
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that’'s a park management, something that they have to
control. B&A, it‘s primarily vandalism. Once again, the
County handles that. Western Maryland, it's been vandalism,
and the Cross Island trail is relatively new, so they
haven‘t had any problems so far.

As I paid, there’s a lot of ways to try and reduce
crime, even 1f it is rare. One of the things is people
using the area helps minimize undesirable behavior. One of
the things we do is patrol the project, and we limit the
time that it’'s open from dawn to dusk. In addition, as part
of the design, there would be emergency phones and lighting
at trail heads and parking lots. As I indicated, you can
prohibit vehicle access by using a bollard system just
somewhat like they do in Eastom.

As far as landowner liability, which is always a big
concern that adjacent property owners have, we haven't seen
mich situation where people are leaving the trail. I mean,
they’'re really there to use the trail. However, if they
did, the trail users who leave the trail are not invitees to
a property and are considered to be trespassing, and

landowners are not required to keep their premisea safe for
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entry for trespassers, and usually, your liability policy
will help protect you as well.

Just to give you some of the economic benefits that can
be asaociated with these types of projects, we did an
economic analysis of the Northern Central rail trail in ‘93,
and what we saw was the value of goods purchased by people
using the trail were approximately $3 million, and these
were like bikes and clothing and, you know, that kind of
thing, and on the average, the user spent $6.50 per visit
for drinks, food and that kind of thing. The annual tax
revenue on these goods that were purchased was $303,000, and
the annual cost of operating the traill was $191,000,

As far as the potential vigitore to this particular
trail is that Caroline and Talbot Counties have over 25,000
residents near the rail line. You also have Tuckahoe and
Martinak State Parks in relative close proximity, and they
had a combined visitation of over 100,000 people in 2000,
and I think if this traill became a reality, it could
certainly be linked to a lot of other Talbot and Caroline

and Queen Anne County other tourism type efforts going on,

and that‘s pretty much it.
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MR. HARRISON:

How do you come up with your

figures for the amount of users per trail?

method.

counts,

times we go

MR. WILSON:

Amount of users per trail?

You know that?

. HARRISON:

WILSON:

. WILSON:

I

WILSON:

2

Yeah.

I mean, basically --

OHLER: Not always.

Huh?

CHLER: Not alwaye.

The swag

No, not always. Sometimes we do

you know, at the trail heads and stuff.

A lot of

by and count the number of cars in the parking
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lot, and you use, you know, an estimate there of people per

car and kinds of things, so you know, I know on the Northern

Central, we’'ve done several surveys of pecple, got summer

interne to do that, sort of count the number of people using

the trall and ask them where they were coming from and how

much money they spent and how they liked it and that kind of

thing.

MR. HARRISON:

MS. SPENCE:

Okay.

I have a couple questions.
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MR. HARRISON: Miss Spence?
MS. SPENCE: I think you covered this in your
presentation, but I just want to be sure. Who would, who
would be responsible for buillding the trail? 1Is that DNR?
MR. WILSON: Yes, ma’am. If this local government
was interested in proceeding with the project, DNR in this
case would construct it, operate and maintain it.
MS. SPENCE: Okay. And security, monitoring,
policing of the area, does that fall under DNR, also, or

Department of Natural Resources police, or park police?

MR. WILSCON: Well, right now, we envision it being
a part of Tuckahoe State Park, so it would be John Ohler and
his staff’s responsibility to patrol. If he wanted to call

in the local, you know, police to give him assistance, he

could do that.

MS. SPENCE: And that, would that mean that you‘d
need to hire more people --

MR. OHLER: Yes.

MS. SPENCE: -- in order to -- I mean, what’s the

distance we talking? This is a pretty long stretch of land,

right? Twenty miles?
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MR. EARRISON: Twenty miles.

MR. OHLER: Total length is 45.

MR. WILSON: Right. Total length is 45 all the
way to Clayton.

MS. SPENCE: Right, but within Talbot, we're
looking at being around 207?

MR. WILSON: I guess 20, yeah.

MS. SPENCE: Okay. I guess my biggest concern or
question for you is I think it’s a great idea to want to
connect into north Easton park and the rails to trails in
the Town of Easton. I think that’s been a terrific benefit.
It’s Route 50. What happens -- what do you do with Route
50, or you just decide the whole thing is going to go east
of the highway and leave it at that? I mean --

MR. OHLER: I think one of the things you’re
looking at is you're also putting bridges across Route 50.
One thing I look at as an example is if you've ever been to
Assateague, there used to be one bridge that crossed to the
island from the shore, and they bullt a bridge just to walk
and ride their bikes acroas --

MS. SPENCE: Right.
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MR. OHLER: -~- the bay, and if they can afford to
put a bridge which would be much more expensive than
crossing Route 50, I think we can afford to cross Route 50.
Again, we're looking recreational trail grant funding, and
that comes from different Federal agencies, and that‘s --

MR. FOSTER: We need to move you into the
Department of Transportation.

MR. OHLER: Pardon me?

MR, FOSTER: We need to move you into the
Department of Transportation. We can’t even get them to
replace the bridge at Dover Road.

MR. WILSON: To further address your question a
little more, I mean, obviously, one option is to just start
it on the other side of Route 50 and go from there.

MS. SPENCE: Right.

MR. WILSON: However, I think it becomes a far
greater agset if you can connect to the Town of Easton --

MS, SPENCE: BSure.

MR. WILSON: -- because that’s what people are
going to want to do, so I think, you know, what we would

need to do is talk with DOT about the possibilities. I
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mean, certainly, you can build a pedestrian overpass, you
know.

MS. SPENCE: Right.

MR. WILSON: I mean, Assateague is the classic
example. The big kicker is the funding. They’re expensive.
Right now, there currently is Federal highway money. How
long that's going to be available remains to be seen, but
right now, there is currently Federal highway money
available for that.

MS. SPENCE: And you all know this, I’'m sure.
Biking, recreational biking is already very, very popular in
Talbot County.

MR. WILSON: Uh-huh.

MS. SPENCE: But unfortunately, it’'s on very --
what do we call them -- the roads are not safe. I mean the
roads are safe, but for bikers, particularly up and down
St. Michaels Road, up and down Oxford Road where people are
traveling 45, 55 miles an hour is, can be a potentially
really dangerous situation. I think the whole area is ripe
for this kind of, for this idea of a more protected area out

in the middle of nature. However, if we’re locking at using
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crushed stone, that'’s not going to really help the bikers
much. I mean, it’s pretty hard to ride a bike on crushed

sgtone.

MR. OHLER: Crushed stone, if you want to know,
it’s actually stone dust.

MS. SPENCE: Do you mean that sort of crusher run?

MR. CHLER: Yes. 1It’s actually like sand, like a
grey sand.

MS. SPENCE: But it’s very compact.

MR. OHLER: 1It’s packed down real well. You ride
on it and everything else.

MR. WILSON: Yeah, the Northern Central is crushed
stone surface, and bikes ride all up and down that.

MS. SPENCE: They do? Okay.

MR. WILSON: Not just mountain bikes, regular
bikes. I mean, that becomes compacted over time that it’'a
almost, it’s impervious as asphalt. You know, it’s a very
durable surface. Yeah, I mean, I know. I live up in Kent
County, and Chestertown just had the Tea Party Festival, and

Baltimore bike club was up there for that. They come up

every year, and those folks were riding all over, you know,
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the County roads.

MS. SPENCE: ©h, yeah, they are.

MR. WILSON: And I know every time I encounter
them, they always ask me is there a safe place to ride. I
mean, people like to sort of move themselves away from that
vehicular traffic because, you know, it is petentially an
unsafe situation.

MR. HARRISON: So what‘s our next step if we want
to further this project?

MR. WILSON: I would say if yocu’re interested in
furthering this project, you would want to write a letter of
Bupport to our secretary indicating that you support it and
would like to see us move forward.

MS. SPENCE: Mx. Harrison?

MR, HARRISON: Yesa, ma’am.

MS. SPENCE: I would like to see ug move forward,
but I certainly don’t feel like we can -- I'm not
comfortable doing that without our Farm Bureau having a
total update from these gentlemen perhaps and a

presentation, because my understanding is in the past, that

has been the group that’s been a little nervous about the
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whole idea, because you are -- I mean, it just cuts a swath
through the heart of the farmland and that whole part of the
County, the eastern part of the County, and there may be
some concerns there, and I guess where the trail ise now,
it’s surrounded by woods pretty much. Are you on any cpen
land where in other words, a farmer would have to go from
one gide of the path to the another with a combine or soms
big heavy farm equipment? I think that would be a concern,
but -- or is it totally enclosed in woods?

MR. OHLER: There is one farm north of Cordova,
and it’s one large farm that’'s got one major field that it
does go through, and I would see that would be one of the
issues.

MS. SPENCE: Yeah.

MR. OHLER: One of the things that we have
committed to is any farmer that needs to cross it, they’re
goeling te cross.

MS. SPENCE: Right.

MR. OHLER: The North Central, which is on up in

Baltimore County, we’ve had farmers who have negotiated to

actually use the trail to get their equipment from one farm




TALBOT COUNTY COUNCIL
TAKEN ON MAY 29, 2001

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Page 112
field to another, so it’s not, it’s certainly not going to
try to stop farming in any way. The object is make it as
good for them as it is for anybody else.

MR. WILSON: I mean, one thing we could do if you
wanted, I mean, we certainly could have an informational
meeting where the public would be invited, and we could give
a almilar presentation and hear what kind of input. I mean,
if that’'s aomething that you would like to do.

MR. HARRISON: Yeah. Perhaps it’s something that
we could take up, also, with our next guarterly meeting with
the towns and see if they have any interest in continuing
that end of the trail, No. 1, and we can also ask Larry
Ewing if the Farm Bureau is interested in having a
presentation from these gentlemen or a public presentation.

MS. SPENCE: Would that be appropriate to ask
Mr. Hollis to perhaps contact him to get that up?

Mr. Hollis?

MR. HOLLIS: Sure.

MS. SPENCE: And any other staff, either Public
Works staff or Planning and Zoning staff. I see Debbie

Dodson is here. I certainly would want to know what she




TALBOT COUNTY COUNCIL
TAKEN ON MAY 29, 2001

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Page 113

feels, how she feels about this project, who’'s director of
tourism for the County.

MR. FOSTER: And anybody that might be intesrested
in using this as a railrcad, we want to make sure that they
find out and have their chance to come in and make their
pitch if they have a pitch to make.

MR. WILSON: Well, we’'re certainly willing to talk
to anybody or any group that you would want us to.

MS8. SPENCE: I'd just like to get the impact, the
input from the farming community and also potentially from
our tourism board, particularly if they could perhaps maybe
also attend the meeting with the Farm Bureau to get an
overview. Debbie, can you just speak for a moment, how up
to date are you about this project, or is our tourism board
up to date about it? Do they know about it? Do they
support it? Do you know?

MS. DODSON: We certainly support it from the
standpoint thig is a wonderful opportunity. It has not been
presented to our tourism board. I talked to John, and

John’s coming to do that at one of our upcoming board

meetings.
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MS., SPENCE: Okay. What, what would a potential

time line for this be in terms of if the County was very
much supportive of it, what would the next steps -- I guess
Mr. Harrison was asking that. Once our sort of community is
informed and we -- what are the next steps following that?
MR. WILSON: Well, the next steps, if the County
supported it and all the other groups supported it, the next
step from ocur standpoint 1s we would go to the Department of
Transportation and negotiate a lease aqreement where they
would transfer their interest in that line to us. Then
subsequent to that, then we'd start seeking funding for
conatruction, and you know, depending on how we go about
doing that, whether we’re using, you khow, trying to get
Federal highway money or whether we’'re using our capital,

you know, it may take a couple years in order to get this

funding in place.
MS. SPENCE: So we're talking this is a long-term

project here.
MR. WILSON: It's not around the corner.

MS. SPFENCE: Okay. Thanks.

MR. HARRISON: Any other questions or comments
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from the Council?

MS. SPENCE: Thank you.

MR. HARRISON: All right, gentlemen. Thank you.
Very good presentation.

MR. WILSON: Thank you.

MR. HARRISON: We’'re a little behind achedule at
this point, so I’ll ask for the County Manager's report.

MR. HOLLIS: Just four items, Mr. Vice President.
The first is to request approval of the assistant County
engineer’s recommendation to award Bid 01-12, parking lot
resurfacing, Bellevue Landing, to the low bidder, R. L.
Ewing Contractors, in the amount of $15,500. This is being
funded by surplus from other waterway improvement projects.

MR. HARRIBON: Pleasure of the Council?

MS. SPENCE: 1I'd like to make a motion that we
approve the contract to R. L. Ewing for the Bellevue parking
lot for $15,500.

MR. FOSTER: 8econd.

MR. HRARRISON: 1It’'s been moved and seconded.

Harrison votes aye.

M5. SPENCE: Spence, aye.




TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND -

CounT House
11 N. WASHINGTON STREET TTY: 410-822-8735
R. Anprew HoLus EASTON, MARYLAND 21601-3178 Fax: 410-770-8007
County Manager PHONE: 410-770-8010 ahollis@talbgov.org
June 4, 2001

John Ohler, Superintendent

Tuckahoe State Park

13070 Crouse Mill Road

Queen Anne, Maryland 21657

Dear Mr. Ohler:

Thank your for your presentation on the “Rails to Trails Program™ at the Talbot County
Council meeting on Tuesday, May 29, 2001. As the Council indicated, they are interested in
pursuing this project and have requested that you meet with both the County Tourism Board, and
the Farm Bureau to receive their input. To schedule a meeting with the Farm Bureau you may
contact Larry Ewing, President of the Farm Bureau by dialing (410) 822-2221.

Please advise me of your meeting date with the Farm Bureau as I may wish to attend this
meeting. Thank you again for taking the time to meet with the County Council.

Sincerely,

£ . Cuowed TR,

R. Andrew Hollis
County Manager

RAH:jkm
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TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND

OFFICcE OF TOURISM
Court House
11 N WAaSHINGTON STREET

EasTon, MarvLAND 21601-3178

DesorAH L DobsoN PHONE: 410-770-8000
Fax. 410-770-8013

To: Talbot County Council
Andy Hollis, County Manager

From: Debbi Dodso%

Re: Rauls to Trails Program

Date: June 6, 2001

On June 6, 2001, John Wilson and John Ohler, Department of Natural Resources,
presented DNR s Rails to Trails Program to the Talbot County Tourism Board.

After the shide presentation and discussion, the Board fully endorsed the Council's
effort to move the Easton to Clayton Rails to Trails Program forward.

The Rails to Trails Program offers bicyclists, hikers, joggers, and equestrians the
ability to enjoy their outdoors activities in a well-maintained cnvironment. We envision
the trails providing recreation to our youth, residents and tourists as well as an
opportunuty for business development, i.e , bike rentals, food or beverage outlets, and the
ability to link water and rail trails, etc. Through appropriate marketing cyclists can be
encouraged to use these trails rather than several of today’s unsafe biking routes.

Please let me know if I can assist with the upcoming mecting planned for the

Farm Bureau



Talbot County
32380 Geib Road Cordova, Md. 21625

FB {410} 820-2062

Farm Bureau

RECEIVED

SEP 2 6 2001

ol September 23, 2001 TALBOT COUNTY COUNCIL
Menben To: Mr. Wayne Dyott
_— President, Talbot County Council
Lamy A Ewnng
S "Dear Mr. Dyott;
Lewns H. Smith

I humbly apologize for missing last month’s meeting with you and all of those
who were involved in the discussion concerning the Rails to Trails issue. Margaret
Secretery Trearer and I went away for a much needed vacation and to be honest with you, it's has been

Mem Blex hard to get readjusted after such a relaxing two weeks. However, leaving the matter
in the capable hands of our vice president, Lewis Smith, as well as the remaining
Boaxd of Drecuors board members gave me complete peace of mind during our trip.
Downd Alvwater ' Upon my return, I heard that both the preliminary meeting with you and then
m;:""c"""‘” the open discussion at our Angust board meeting went well. I have always felt a
H Wade Dudrow genuine closeness with our County Council and I sincerely appreciate your
Robert Garre: consideration of us on this matter.
Robert Hutchson
mm It has been brought to my attention that perhaps a written statement
John Swaine 11 concerning the Rails to Trails issue should be sent to the Talbot County Council as a
Joke Teux matter of record. Aceording to our 2001 County Resolutions (#39 under
Past President Planning & Zoning), Talbot County Farm Bureau opposes the
Raymond Harison, Jr. implementation of the Rails to Trails program through our faamnting
Drecr aperations.
o Sl Thank you so much for the open dialogue that we share on this matter as well
as on any issue that may affect us all in the future. Please relay the sentiments
Farm Bureas Women behind this letter to all of our council members. We are here to help you in any way
yhmpenon and we are always grateful of your consideration of us.
Young Farmers /,}umel /
Raymond Harraom 11 /Cd
. A.Ewmg
é’:';f;?.-";:.“m Prandent Talbot County Farm Bureau

Agent




TALBOT COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
TALBOT COUNTY COMMUNITY CENTER

RECEIVED
Memo

TALBOT COUNTY MANAGER

TO: Talbot County Council
FROM: Ronald E. KiddDirector A § K
DATE: September 25, 2001

RE: Rail To Trails

At a regular scheduled meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board on
September 20, 2001 the Rails to Trails Program was discussed.

After discussion the Parks and Recreation Department fully endorsed the Rails to Trails
Proposal.

This would give the residents of Talbot County additional Recreation Facilities to pursue
activities of their own choosing. Activities on the trail could include biking, hiking,
walking, jogging and perhaps a lcarning ¢xperience for our youth.

10028 OceAx GATEWAY ¢ EasTon, MARYLAND 21801 ¢ Vaolce: 410-770-8052 e+« Fax: 410-822-7107
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The Star Democrat
] Easton. MD

We Hereby Certify

That the annexed Notice was
published in

The Star Democrat,
One of the newspapers printed
and
published in Talbot County,
Maryland,

__l_ times in each of _&_
successive weeks beginning the
_a__u“ﬂ day of _CXJ.L
ZOQ‘_
and the last insertion on the
_QT_ dayof 1 17 =~ mm
2001

Chesapeake Publishing
Corporation
Publishers of Star Democrat

TALBOT COUNTY
PUBLIC NOTICE

COMMUNITY MEETING

Reila to Tralls Project — Maryland Route 308
Notice Is hereby given that the Talkbot Coumy

Council wil hold 8 Community Meet
County Councl Meeting Room,
Courthouse, 11 Norih Wm\lngwn Stre
Marytand on Tuesday. Novamber 1

WIng
, Easton,

"at 500]

pm. Tha Council wil oid an open community fo-
rum to accept comment regarding a possible
ails to Trais Projeci that would sun from the
Town of Easton Ihmu?h“mnwn of Queen Anne
and connecling 1 T Slate Park, adjacent,
for the most , o M nd Routa 3090 S
cific Info on Is ble from Wha Ti
Pl Office, (410; 770-8030 The

public ts encouraged o aftend

COUNTY W OF TALBOT COUNTY

5D 10/26 112

E129560

llg



. COUNCIL REVIEW ]
DATE }1-QL-Ol

FOSTER

B ROL KABLER

:f&"::?" —7 |
HiGGN §.0. Box 85
sl ORNE, MD. 21624

November 13, 2001

To: Members of the Talbot County Council
The Court House
Easton, MD 21601

Dear Council Members:

As [ am unable to attend the forum tonight, 1 am writing to express my
support for the Rails-to-Trails project under consideration. Here are my reasons:

The quality of life which we so greatly cherish will be enhanced by the ex-
istence of a Trail in the County connecting with other areas to the north. I have
children and grandchildren in Talbot County and I covet for them the opportunity to
enjoy a safe and attractive trail for bicycling and walking.

The existence of Rails-to-Trails here will be an attraction for tourists who
will patronize B&B’s, restaurants and other local businesses.

To those landowners who fear the presence of users of the trail, I would say
that friends whose property adjoins a similar trail in Severna Park tell me they have
never had a problem from its proximity.

Very sincerely yours,

Capt V [t

Carol V. Kabler

fanle © 0 1A



TaLBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND

Count HOUSE
11 N. WASHINGTON STREET TTY 410-822-8735
R. ANDREW HoLus EASTON, MARYLAND 21601-3178 Fax 410-770-8007
PHoNe: 410-770-8010 ahcliis@talbgov org

County Manager

March 5. 2002

J Charles Fox. Secretary

\lan Jand Department of Natural Resonrces
380 Taylor Avenue

Annapolis. Maryland 21401

Dear Secretary Fox

Talbot County. Mary land is requesting assistance from the Mary land Department of Natural
Resources to plan. design. fund. and construct a one-mile pedestrian/bicy cle trail within the viliage of
Cordova along the abandoned Easton Clayton rail line  The trail proposal. located within an approved
Certified Priority Funding Area. will link the village of Cordova with the Chape! District Elementary
School and possibly serve as the anchor for future tratl extensions in the direction of the Town of Easton
and Tuchahoe State Park. A vicinty location map 1s attached

The County Council, and Office of Planning and Zoning. have d-scussed this project with Mr
John Wilson. Mr John Ohler. Mrs Lisa Gutierrez. and Mrs Raj Williams. all of the Department of
\atural Resources It 1s their opimon that this Rails to Tiails project is worthy of State support Mr
Fiank Hall. Assistant Planning Officer would be the County contact tor this praject

Thank you for seriously considering State support of this Rail to Trails plan  The County Council
appieciates the continued cooperative partnership between the Department of Natwial Resources and
Tatbot County government. If vou haie any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr.

Hall at (410) 770-8032

Sincerely.

(.Ww{ﬁw&;

R. Andrew Hollis

County Manager
RAH/Am
Attachment
Vicinty Location Map
cc John Wilson. Department of Natural Resources

Lisa Gutierrez, Department of Natural Resources
John Ohler. Department of Naturat Resources

Raj Williams, Department of Natural Resources
Fiank Hall. Assistant Planning Officer. Talbot County
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RECEIVED

APR 1 5 2002
ENA VLLRIY
Parris N. Glendenlng TALBOT COUN™ ] ‘i @nﬂu Fox
Governor Secretary
Maryland Department of Natural Resources
Kathleen Kennedy Townsend Tawes State Office Building Karen M. White
Lt Governor 580 Taylor Avenue Deputy Secretary

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

April 1, 2002

R. Andrew Hollis
Talbot County Manager
11 N. Washington Street
Court House

Easton, MD 21601-3178

Dear Mr. Hollis:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the Easton/Clayton rail trail. As you are aware the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources is fully committed to the trail project. I am truly
happy to hear of your commitment to proceed with the one-mile segment, which will connect the
village of Cordova with the Chapel District Elementary School.

With regards to your request for assistance, my staff will help with planning and design of
the trail plus identify possible outside funding sources for the County's construction of the trail.
Further, we hope that this trail segment will serve as an anchor for future trail extensions to link
up with the planned trail system within DNR’s Tuckahoe State Park.

Again, we applaud the County for your commitment to this project and look forward to a
partnership between DNR and Talbot County. Thanks again and if you have any questions
during the interim, please call me at (410) 260-8101 or the Department’s Eastern Region
Planner, Ray Williams, at (410) 260-8416.

S
. Charles Fo
Secretary
JCFJWD GPrw
¢ Ray Willams
Lisa Gutierrez

DNR TTY for the Dear: (410) 260-8835
Toll Free#: 1-877-620-8DNR
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