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Washington, DC 20423

Re STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 293X), Norfolk Southern Railway
Company - Abandonment - Petition for Exemption
Norfolk and Virginia Beach. Virginia

^ 9QQ7

Dear Mr Williams

Enclosed for filing with the Board in the subject docket is an onginal and ten
copies of Norfolk Southern Railway Company's (NSR) Petition for Exemption to
abandon a railroad line in the subject proceeding Also, enclosed is a check for the
filing fee and three diskettes in a format that is compatible with the Board's word
processing programs

Please acknowledge receipt of this filing on the enclosed copy of this letter and
return it to me in the self-addressed, stamped envelope

Yours very truly,

James R Paschall
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BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 293X)

Norfolk Southern Railway Company

- Abandonment Exemption -

Norfolk and Virginia Beach, Virginia

Petition for Exemption

Norfolk Southern Railway Company ("NSR") hereby petitions the Surface

Transportation Board (the "Board" or "STB"), pursuant to the provisions of 49 U S C

10502, as amended, for exemption from the prior approval requirements of 49 U S C.

10903 to abandon 15 34 miles of railroad line between Mileposts VB 0 12 in Norfolk and

VB 15 46 in Virginia Beach, VA (the "Line")

Section 10502 of Title 49, as amended, directs the Board to exempt a transaction

when the Board finds that the transaction satisfies certain statutory cntena This petition

demonstrates that the abandonment for which NSR seeks exemption satisfies the

statutory cntena



Background

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) proposes to abandon 15 34 miles of

rail line between milepost VB-0 12 at a point near Park Avenue in Norfolk, Virginia and

VB-15 46 at a point near Birdneck Road at the railroad's Oldfield station in Virginia

Beach, Virginia The Line proposed for abandonment, has been dormant for about five

years, except for the movement of about one car per month on the segment of the Line

between milepost VB-0 12 and VB-1 75 until August, 2006

Service on the portion of the Line between Milepost VB-1 75 and Milepost VB-

15 46 was discontinued effective December 30,2004 pursuant to a notice of exemption

in Norfolk Southern Railway Company-Discontinuance of Service Exemption -In

Norfolk and Virginia Beach, VA, STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No 258X) (STB served

November 30, 2004) Service on the remaining portion of the Line between Milepost

VB-0 12 and Milepost VB-1 75 was discontinued effective August 6,2006 pursuant to

the STB decision in Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Discontinuance of Rail

Service- Petition for Exemption - In Norfolk and Virginia Beach, VA, STB Docket No

AB-290 (Sub-No 269X) (STB served July 7, 2006)

The segment of the Line located within the City of Norfolk, between Milepost VB-

4 8 and its western terminus at Milepost-VB 0 12, is the subject of a Purchase and Sale

Agreement pursuant to which the City of Norfolk would acquire the nght-of-way and

track and materials for use as a public transit corridor after consummation of the Line's

abandonment No salvage would occur on the Norfolk segment, as the City plans to

acquire that segment of the Line with track, bridges and other improvements intact



Immediate salvage of the track and materials on the remainder of the Line between

Milepost VB-4 8 and its eastern terminus at Milepost VB-1546 may be deferred until

more definite plans for future use of the property are made

Further Information

Further information supporting an exemption for the proposed abandonment is as

follows

(1) Exact name of petitioner The petitioner is Norfolk Southern Railway

Company (NSR) NSR operates a railroad system in 20 States throughout the Eastern

United States, including New York, and in Ontario, Canada NSR is a wholly-owned

subsidiary of Norfolk Southern Corporation, a non-carrier

(2) Petitioner is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U S C Subtitle IV,

Chapter 105

(3) Pursuant to 49 U S C 10502, the relief sought by petitioner is an

exemption from the prior approval requirements of 49 U S C 10903 so that NSR may

abandon the Line without being required to list the Line on its system diagram map or to

submit a full long-form abandonment application

(4) A map of the Norfolk - Virginia Beach, VA Line proposed to be abandoned

is attached as Exhibit 1

(5) System Diagram Map This Line has not been included as a rail line to be

abandoned or over which service is to be discontinued on the earner's system diagram

map because it was not expected to be the subject of an abandonment application



(6) This petition is being filed because service on the portion of the Line

between milepost VB-1 75 and milepost VB-15 46 was discontinued in November 2004

and service on the portion of the Line between milepost VB-0 12 and milepost VB-1 75

was discontinued in August 2006 pursuant to exemptions granted by the Board Prior to

discontinuance of service on the latter segment, the sole customer on it received

approximately one car per month The segment of the Line located within the City of

Norfolk, between Milepost VB-4 8 and its western terminus at Milepost-VB 0 12, is the

subject of a Purchase and Sale Agreement pursuant to which the City of Norfolk would

acquire the right-of-way and track and matenals for use as a public transit corridor after

consummation of the Line's abandonment

(7) Counsel for Petitioner to whom correspondence may be sent is.

James R Paschall
Senior General Attorney
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk. Virginia 23510-2191

Counsel's Phone Number is (757) 629-2759

(8) The Line proposed for abandonment traverses United States Postal

Service Zip Codes 23502, 23504, 23509, 23510, 23451, 23452, 23453. 23454, 23455,

23456,23457 and 23462, and includes the stations of Park Ave , Tidewater, Glenrock,

Greenwich, Euclid, Thalia, Rosemont, Lynn haven, Oceana Wye, London Bridge and

Oldfield



Reasons for Abandonment

The segment of the Line located within the City of Norfolk, between Milepost VB-

4 8 and its western terminus at Milepost-VB 0 12, is the subject of a Purchase and Sale

Agreement, pursuant to which the City of Norfolk would acquire the nght-of-way and

track and materials for use as a public transit corridor after consummation of the Line's

abandonment Immediate salvage of the track and materials on the remainder of the

Line between Milepost VB-48 and its eastern terminus at Milepost VB-1546 may be

deferred until more definite plans for future use of the property are made

Efforts to Continue Service and Transportation Alternatives

The abandonment of the subject Line will not result in the loss of rail service to

any shippers because service on the Line has been formally discontinued pursuant to

exemptions granted by the Board in Norfolk Southern Railway Company -

Discontinuance of Service Exemption -In Norfolk and Virginia Beach, VA, STB Docket

No AB-290 (Sub-No 258X) (STB served November 30,2004) and Norfolk Southern

Railway Company - Discontinuance of Rail Service- Petition for Exemption -In Norfolk

and Virginia Beach, VA, STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 269X) (STB served July 7,

2006)

Norfolk, Virginia and Virginia Beach Virginia are part of a major metropolitan area

(including Portsmouth, VA, Chesapeake, VA and Suffolk, VA) with an extensive

transportation network of roads and highways, terminals, overseas and coastwise

shipping and railroads The area is served by numerous general and specialized motor



carriers, including Arthur Transportation Services, Estes Express Lines, Old Dominion

Freight Line, Overrule Transportation Co , Roadway Express, Saia Motor Freight Line,

Schwerman Trucking Co , Sterling Transport and Webb's Transfer, among others

East-West Interstate Highway 264, which in turn is within about two miles of the

interchange with Interstate Highway 64, parallels the Line at less than a mile's distance

While 1-64 is also designated as an east-west highway, it runs generally northwest to

southeast in the City of Norfolk Other rail lines and transload facilities also serve the

area, including various port facilities

Communities on Line

The communities on the Line are Norfolk, VA (population 237,835, U S Census

Bureau, 2004 Population Estimates) and Virginia Beach, VA (population 447,000, U S

Census Bureau, 2004 Population Estimates) They are part of a greater metropolitan

area that includes among other cities, Portsmouth, VA, Chesapeake, VA and Suffolk

VA Norfolk, VA is a major port The Cities and the area will continue to receive rail

service and rail-motor transload service at other locations after the abandonment of the

subject Line

Public Use, Trail Use, Offers of Financial Assistance

The segment of the Line within the City of Norfolk, between Milepost VB-4 8 and

its western terminus at Milepost-VB 0 12, is suitable for other public use, including light

rail transit The segment of the Line within the City of Norfolk is the subject of a
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Purchase and Sale Agreement pursuant to which the City of Norfolk would -acquire the

right-of-way and track and materials for use as a public transit corridor after

consummation of the Line's abandonment

NSR will not negotiate for an interim trail use agreement for the Line because of

planned or potential acquisition of the Line or portions of the Line for public use

There is no traffic on the Line to support its acquisition under the Offer of

Financial Assistance procedures, which also would impede or interfere with the

proposed acquisition of the Line or portions of the Line for public purposes

Statement Concerning Federally Granted Right of Way

Based on information in NSR's possession, the Line does not contain federally

granted nght-of-way Any documentation later found in NSR's possession concerning

this matter will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

Title Search

NSR is not aware of any reversionary interest that would affect transfer of title

The nght-of-way of the Line is subject to a lease from NSR to Virginia Electric and

Power Company (a Dominion Resources, Inc subsidiary trading under the name

Dominion Virginia Power) for the placement and operation of electricity transmission

and distnbution lines and equipment



Employee Protection

Since under 49 U S.C 10502(g), the Board may not use its exemption authonty

to relieve a carrier of its statutory obligation to protect the interests of its employees.

Norfolk Southern Railway Company is willing, as a condition to the Board granting this

exemption, for the Board to order that the employee protective conditions set forth in

Oregon Short Line R Co - Abandonment - Goshen, 360 I C C 91 (1979), apply to this

abandonment transaction

Environmental and Energy Impact; Historical Report

Attached (Exhibit 2) are Environmental and Historic Reports prepared and

distributed to the appropnate Federal, State and Local agencies in accordance with the

Board's regulations. NSR requests that the Board find that the proposed abandonment

and planned subsequent use of the Line will not result in any adverse effect on the

environment or on histonc places, properties or resources

Passenger Service

There is no passenger service on the Line

Draft Federal Register Notice

NSR attaches a draft notice of its petition to be published by the Board in the

Federal Register within 20 days of the petition's filing and three computer discs

compatible with the Board's current word processing capabilities with copies of this
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petition and the draft notice

Notice

NSR is giving notice to the public agencies required to be served with petitions

for exemption to abandon railroad lines by mailing copies of this petition for exemption

to those agencies Several additional governmental agencies have received notice of

the petition for exemption through the distribution of the Environmental Report NSR

has arranged for the publication of a newspaper notice concerning the filing of the

petition for exemption in Norfolk and Virginia Beach, VA, the only cities through which

the Line runs There are no active rail customers on the Line because of the previous

discontinuances of service pursuant to the exemptions from the Board in the dockets

referenced above

Discussion and Authorities

Under 49 U S C 10903, a rail line may not be abandoned without the Board's

prior approval Under 49 U S C 10502, however, the Board must exempt a transaction

or service from regulation when they find that (1) continued regulation is not necessary

to carry out the rail transportation policy of 49 U S C. 10101, and (2) either (a) the

transaction or service is of limited scope, or (b) regulation is not necessary to protect

shippers from the abuse of market power

Detailed scrutiny of this transaction under 49 U S C 10903 is not necessary to

carry out the rail transportation policy By minimizing the administrative expense of the
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application process, an exemption will reduce regulatory banners to exit [49 U S C

10101 (7)] An exemption will also foster sound economic conditions and encourage

efficient management by relieving NSR from the cost of owning and maintaining the

Line Other aspects of the rail transportation policy will not be affected adversely by the

grant of the exemption

Regulation of the proposed transaction is not necessary to protect shippers from

the abuse of market power. The Board previously granted NSR exemptions to

discontinue service over the Line. Thus, no current railroad customers will be affected

by the abandonment Previous railroad customers have shifted their traffic to motor or

rail-motor transload service Given that shippers will not be subject to an abuse of

market power, the Board need not determine whether the proposed abandonment is

limited in scope

The abandonment of the Line will facilitate the sale of the segment of the Line

located within the City of Norfolk, between Milepost VB-4 8 and Milepost VB-0 12 to the

City of Norfolk for use as a public transit corridor
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Conclusion

Therefore, Norfolk Southern Railway Company, respectfully petitions the Board

under 49 U S C 10502, to exempt the abandonment of approximately 15 34 miles of

NSR railroad Line between Milepost VB-0 12 in Norfolk, VA and Milepost VB-15 46 in

Virginia Beach, VA, from the prior approval requirements of 49 U S C 10903

Respectfully submitted

NORFOLK SOUTHERN
RAILWAY COMPANY

J6ar\\e\ M
'Vice Presiden

Dated July 17,2007

Of Counsel
James R Paschall
Senior General Attorney
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510
(757) 629-2759
fax (757) 533-4872

Attorney for
Norfolk Southern Railway Company
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VERIFICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia )
) ss

City of Norfolk )

Daniel M Mazur makes oath and says that he is Vice President of Norfolk

Southern Railway Company, the petitioner herein, that has been authorized by the

petitioner to verify and file with the Surface Transportation Board the foregoing petition

in STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 293X), that he has carefully examined all of the

statements in the petition as well as the exhibits attached thereto and made a part

thereof, that he has knowledge of the facts and matters relied upon in the petition, that

he has obtained knowledge of certain facts from, and has relied in part upon, the

business records of the company or persons with a business duty to keep those records

accurately, and that all representations set forth in the petition and exhibits are true and

correct to the best of his knowledge, information, and belief

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public
in and for the State and City above named, this

day of July. 2007

Notary Publi

My commission
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that the foregoing petition in STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 293X)

has been served on David S Ekem, Commissioner, Virginia Department of

Transportation, 1401 East Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23219, Theodore V Morrison,

Jr, Chairman, Virginia State Corporation Commission, P O Box 1197, Richmond, VA

23218, the United States Department of Defense, Military Traffic Management

Command (MTMCTEA), Transportation Engineering Agency, Railroads for National

Defense Program, 720 Thimble Shoals, Blvd , Suite 130, Newport News, VA 23606-

2574; National Park Service, U S Custom House, 200 Chestnut Street, Fifth Floor,

Philadelphia, PA 19106, and U S Department of Agriculture, Chief of the Forest

Service, 1400 Independence Avenue, S W , Washington, D C 20250 on July 17,2007,

by first class mail, postage prepaid

James R Paschall

Dated July 17,2007
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Federal Register , 2007 (Volume 71, Number )]

[Notices]
[Page

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board
[STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 293X)]

Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Abandonment - Petition for Exemption - Norfolk

and Virginia Beach, Virginia

On July 18,2007 Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR), filed with the

Surface Transportation Board (Board) a petition under 49 U S C 10502 for exemption

from the provisions of 49 U S C 10903, to abandon an approximately 15 34-mile line of

railroad, extending between Milepost VB-0 12 in Norfolk, Virginia and Milepost VB-15 46

in Virginia Beach, Virginia (the Line) The Line traverses United States Postal Service

Zip codes 23502, 23504, 23509, 23510. 23451, 23452, 23453, 23454, 23455, 23456,

23457 and 23462, and includes the stations of Park Ave , Tidewater, Glenrock,

Greenwich, Euclid, Thalia, Rosemont, Lynnhaven, Oceana Wye, London Bndge and

Oldfield

The Line does not contain federally granted rights-of-way Any documentation in

NSR's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it

The interest of railroad employees will be protected by the conditions set forth in

Oregon Short Line R Co -Abandonment--Goshen, 360 I C C 91 (1979)

By issuance of this notice, the Board is instituting an exemption proceeding
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pursuant to 49 U S C 10502(b) A final decision will be issued by ,2007

The segment of the Line located within the City of Norfolk, between Mile post VB-

4 8 and its western terminus at Milepost-VB 0 12, is the subject of a Purchase and Sale

Agreement to which the City of Norfolk would acquire the nght-of-way and track and

materials for use as a public transit corridor after consummation of the Line's

abandonment

Offers of financial assistance (OFA) under 49 C F R 1152 27(b)(2) will be due no

later than 10 days after service of a decision granting the petition for exemption Each

offer must be accompanied by a $1,300 00 filing fee See 49 C F R. 1002 2(f)(25)

Any request for a public use condition under 49 C F R 1152 28 or any request

for trail use/rail banking under 49 C F R 1152 29 will be due no later than ,

2007 Each trail use request must be accompanied by a $200 00 filing fee. See 49

CFR 10022(f)(27)

All filings in response to this notice must refer to STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-

No 293X) and must be sent to (1) Surface Transportation Board, Office of the

Secretary, Case Control Unit, 395 E Street, S W , Washington, DC 20423-0001, and

(2) James R Paschall, Norfolk Southern Railway Company, Three Commercial Place,

Norfolk, VA 23510

Replies to the NSR petition are due on or before , 2007.

Persons seeking further information concerning abandonment procedures may

contact the Board's Office of Public Services at (202) 245-0230 or refer to the full

abandonment or discontinuance regulations at 49 C F R part 1152 Questions
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concerning environmental issues may be directed to the Board's Section of

Environmental Analysis (SEA) at (202) 245-0295 [TDD for the hearing impaired is

available at 1-800-877-8339 ]

An environmental assessment (EA) (or environmental impact statement (EIS), if

necessary) prepared by SEA will be served upon all parties of record and upon any

agencies or other persons who commented during its preparation Other interested

persons may contact SEA to obtain a copy of the EA (or EIS) EAs in these

abandonment proceedings normally will be made available within 60 days of the filing of

the petition The deadline for submission of comments on the EA will generally be

within 30 days of its service

Board decisions and notices are available on our website at www stb dot gov

Decided. ,2007

By the Board, David M Konschnik, Director, Office of Proceedings

Vemon A Williams,

Secretary

[FR Doc Filed

BILLING CODE
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CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify (1), pursuant to 49 C F R §1105 11, that Environmental and

Histonc Reports related to the Petition for Exemption in Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No

293X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Abandonment - Petition for Exemption -

Norfolk and Virginia Beach, Virginia, were submitted to the agencies identified in 49

C F R §1105 7(b) and to the Virginia State Historic Preservation Officer (see Exhibit 2),

and (2)thatthenewspapernottcerequiredby49CFR §1152 50(d)(1) was given

through publication on June 28,2007, in The Virginian Pilot, which is a newspaper of

general circulation in Norfolk and Virginia Beach, VA (see Exhibit 3)

James R Paschall

Dated July 17, 2007

19



^DELORMC Exhibit 1 Street «la« USA® 2007

IWIcomico

fK-r

rorktown

-
" Q

x *

i J.

Poquoson
*"V= * „ • - • - iV

*'*f£gf'm*ft9J*

. torniirr

/SmflMajj

•• •* x\y N-:tt?iC . Battwy.Partu
K_ J9 •*-•*-—^.— '

ftnAfltî '
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EXHIBIT 2

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
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NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 293X)
PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT

BETWEEN MP VB 0.12 IN NORFOLK AND MP VB 15.46
AT OLDFIELD (VIRGINIA BEACH), VIRGINIA

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

June 15,2007

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
THREE COMMERCIAL PLACE

NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23510-9207
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NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 293X)

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ON
PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives.

Descnbe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned
disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any
possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices Also descnbe any
reasonable alternatives to the proposed action Include a readable, detailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project

RESPONSE Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) proposes to abandon

15 34 miles of rail line between milepost VB 0 12 at a point near Park Avenue in

Norfolk, Virginia and VB 15 46 at a point near Birdneck Road at the railroad's Oldfield

station in Virginia Beach, Virginia The line proposed for abandonment, has been

dormant for about five years, except for the movement of about one car per month on

the segment of the line between milepost VB 0 12 and VB 1 75 until August, 2006

The only alternative would be not to abandon the line and to retain the track in

place This alternative is not satisfactory Service on the portion of the line between

Milepost VB 1 75 and Milepost VB 15 46 was discontinued effective December 30, 2004

pursuant to a notice of exemption in Norfolk Southern Railway Company -

Discontinuance of Service Exemption -In Norfolk and Virginia Beach, VA, STB Docket

No AB-290 (Sub-No 258X) (STB served November 30, 2004) Service on the
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remaining portion of the line between Milepost VB 0.12 and Milepost VB 1 75 was

discontinued effective August 6, 2006 pursuant to the STB decision in Norfolk Southern

Railway Company - Discontinuance of Rail Service- Petition for Exemption -In Norfolk

and Virginia Beach, VA, STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 269X) (STB served July 7,

2006)

NSR would incur opportunity and other holding costs that would need to be

covered by other customers were this line segment to be retained without being used

for active rail freight service

NSR had previously served Environmental and Historic Reports in the first

quarter 2006 anticipating an abandonment filing covering the subject line The

information gathered and responses received from agencies during that process have

been incorporated into the present reports.

The segment of the line located within the City of Norfolk, between Milepost VB

4.8 and its western terminus at Milepost VB 012, is the subject of a Memorandum of

Understanding in which the City of Norfolk would acquire the right of way following

abandonment for use as a public transit corridor No salvage would occur on the Norfolk

segment, as it would be acquired with track, bndges and other improvements intact

Once abandoned, the remainder of the line between Milepost VB 4 8 and its eastern

terminus at Milepost VB 15.46 could be salvaged of track and materials and the

property sold to be put to a more productive use, especially for other corridor purposes

Such uses could include an extension of the planned light rail transit system or other
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public uses such as walking or biking trails, a trolley line or a dedicated bus lane Any

of these potential uses would produce long-term environmental and social benefits

A map delineating the line proposed for abandonment is attached as Appendix

A. IMSR's letter to federal, state and local government agencies is attached as

Appendix B. Responses to the letter or other comments received as a result of

consultations can be found in Appendix C

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation system.

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems
and patterns Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted to
other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action

RESPONSE* Effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation

systems and patterns are expected to be negligible. There is no rail freight or

passenger traffic on the line segment proposed for abandonment, and consequently no

rail traffic will be diverted to highway or other modes as a result of the abandonment.

Service on the portion of the line between milepost VB 1 75 and milepost VB 15 46 was

discontinued in 2004, and service on the portion of the line between milepost VB 0 12

and milepost VB 1 75 was discontinued in August 2006 Pnor to discontinuance of

service on the latter segment, the sole customer on it received approximately one car

per month
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49 CFR 1105.7(e)(3) Land use.

(t) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a review
of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans Describe any
inconsistencies

RESPONSE* The Department of Planning and Community Development in the

City of Norfolk previously responded favorably to the proposed action, stating that the

action is consistent with city plans for the segment within Norfolk city limits from MP VB

0 12 to MP VB 48 The City Manager of Virginia Beach previously provided Norfolk

Southern with excerpts from the City's 2003 Comprehensive Plan, a copy of the City's

Master Transportation Plan Map, and excerpts from the City's 2004 Bikeways and Trails

Plan The segment within Virginia Beach city limits from MP VB 48 to MP VB 1546

has been identified by the City as an area to be protected for future transportation

options The City Manager of Virginia Beach also advised Norfolk Southern of various

utility facilities existing within or near the nght-of-way and requested consultation prior

to invasive work to prevent damage to water and sewage lines A copy of this

correspondence is attached in Appendix C

(H) Based on consultation with the U S Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of
the proposed action on any pnme agricultural land

RESPONSE: Based on consultation with the United States Department of

Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service, no effects on pnme agricultural

land are anticipated as a result of the abandonment There are no prime agricultural

lands located near this segment of rail
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(Hi) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include the
coastal zone information required by Sec 1105.9

RESPONSE- The line proposed for abandonment is within the Commonwealth

of Virginia's coastal zone The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality Office of

Environmental Impact Review evaluated the previously proposed abandonment under

the Coastal Zone Management Act and did not state any concerns or inconsistencies

with the coastal zone management plan and the proposed project

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is
suitable for alternative public use under 49U SC 10906 and explain why

RESPONSE The right-of-way should be suitable for alternative public use As

discussed above, the segment of the line located within the City of Norfolk, between

Milepost VB 48 and Milepost VB 012, is the subject of a Memorandum of

Understanding in which the City would acquire the right-of-way following abandonment

for use as a public transit corridor In addition, the City of Virginia Beach has identified

the segment of the line located within the City from MP VB 4.8 to MP VB 15 46 as

suitable for public use for transportation purposes.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(4) Energy.

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources

RESPONSE: Development and transportation of energy resources will not be

affected by the abandonment as no freight or passenger traffic is moving over the line
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(n) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities

RESPONSE Movement or recovery of recyclable commodities will not be

affected by the abandonment as no freight or passenger traffic has moved over the line

for many years

(tu) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall
energy efficiency and explain why

RESPONSE The proposed action will not result in an increase or decrease in

overall energy efficiency as no freight or passenger traffic is moving over the line

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carnage of more than
(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or
(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected line,
quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and
methodology used to arrive at the figure given

RESPONSE No traffic will be diverted from rail to motor carnage as a result of

the proposed action

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(5) Air.

(i) If the proposed action will result in either.
(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected
by the proposal, or
(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload
activity), or
(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect
on air emissions

RESPONSE The above thresholds will not be exceeded
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(it) If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air
Act, and will result in either
(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line,
(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity),
or
(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected
increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation
Plan

RESPONSE The above thresholds will not be exceeded Norfolk and Virginia

Beach, Virginia are in attainment for all National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS)

pollutants, except for 8-hour ozone, according to the U S Environmental Protection

Agency

(HI) If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and Freon®)
is contemplated, identify: the matenals and quantity; the frequency of service, safety
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills, and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting matenals
in the event of a collision or derailment

RESPONSE. Not applicable

49CFR1105.7(e)(6) Noise.

If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, state
whether the proposed action will cause"
(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more, or
(n) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater.
If so, identify sensitive receptors (e.g, schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed

RESPONSE The* above thresholds will not be exceeded
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49CFR1105.7(e)(7) Safety.

(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety (including
vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings)

RESPONSE Abandonment of the captioned rail line will have no significant

effect upon public health or safety Any effect that does occur will be beneficial as

several grade crossings will be eliminated within the Cities of Norfolk and Virginia

Beach These crossings are listed in Appendix D In addition, implementation of a

public transit corridor in the City of Norfolk would provide citizens with a relatively safe

and fuel efficient alternative transportation method in the local area.

(11) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify the matenals and
quantity, the frequency of service, whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds, safety practices (including any
speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments,
accidents and hazardous spills, the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and
the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.

RESPONSE Not applicable.

(m) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been
known hazardous matenals spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites
and the types of hazardous matenals involved

RESPONSE NSR has no knowledge of hazardous waste sites or sites where

there have been known hazardous material spills on the right of way or in adjacent

areas A search of company records was conducted

30



49 CFR 1105.7(e)(8) Biological Resources.

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether the
proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas
designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects

RESPONSE* The U S Fish and Wildlife Service advises that the proposed

action will not adversely affect federally listed species or federally designated critical

habitat because no federally listed species are known to occur in the project area A

copy of this response is attached in Appendix C

(u) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will
be affected, and describe any effects

RESPONSE- Based on the site investigation, the line segment proposed for

abandonment does not pass through state parks or forests, national parks or forests, or

wildlife sanctuanes No adverse effects on wildlife sanctuaries, National Parks or

Forests, or State Parks or Forests are anticipated

49CFR1105.7(e)(9) Water.

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the proposed
action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards
Describe any inconsistencies

RESPONSE Salvage of materials would not be required on the segment between

Milepost VB 012 and Milepost VB 4.8, as it would be acquired by the City of Norfolk with

track, bridges and other improvements intact for use as a public transit corridor Norfolk

Southern does not intend to either appreciably remove or alter the contour of the roadbed

underlying the remainder of the rail line to be abandoned Since there are no plans to
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undertake m-stream work, or dredge and/or fill any materials in connection with the

proposed abandonment, water quality impacts are not expected in connection with the

proposed action

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality Office of Environmental Impact

Review evaluated the proposed abandonment under the Coastal Zone Management Act

and the National Environmental Policy Act and found no requirements for the project

within the City of Norfolk as no track and materials will be salvaged However,

depending on the scope of salvage operations for the line segment within Virginia

Beach, there may be a need for erosion and storm water protection

Consultation also has been requested from the U.S Army Corps of Engineers.
\

s

(u) Based on consultation with the U S Army Corps of Engineers, state whether
permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC. 1344) are required for the
proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
affected. Describe the effects

RESPONSE The rail line proposed for abandonment does cross waterways,

passes through 100-year flood plains, and is adjacent to wetlands, but there are no

planned alterations to the roadbed Given these circumstances the Army Corps of

Engineers has determined that a Section 404 permit is not required, but further

consultation is needed should the proposed work change A copy of the response is

attached in Appendix C
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(Hi) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33USC 1342)
are required for the proposed action

RESPONSE To the knowledge of NSR, a permit under Section 402 of the

Federal Water Pollution Control Act will not be required as there are no intentions to

remove or alter the roadbed underlying the line to be abandoned, to undertake in-

stream work or to dredge or use any fill materials There should be no significant

effects to water quality or the need to acquire a Section 402 permit under the Federal

Water Pollution Control Act. The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality stated

that permits were not required for the project as there are no plans to alter the existing

roadbed A copy of this response is attached in Appendix C

Consultation also has been requested from the Environmental Protection Agency

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(10) Proposed Mitigation.

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts,
indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate

RESPONSE* Abandonment of the involved rail line is not expected to produce

adverse environmental impacts Only minimal physical activity may occur, such as

removal of rail, ties, and other railroad appurtenances NSR will undertake all

reasonable mitigation associated with these activities to assure the abandonment does

not produce adverse environmental impacts
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RECIPIENT LIST

Proposed Rail Line Abandonment of the segment of rail line between IMP VB 0.12 and MP
VB 15.46, a distance of 15.34 miles, located in Norfolk, and Virginia Beach, Virginia.

Mr David S Ekern, Commissioner
Virginia Department of Transportation
1401 East Broad Street
Richmond. VA 23219

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Region 3 - Water Protection Division
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029

Virginia Dept of Environmental Quality
Water Quality Division
P O Box 10009
Richmond, VA 23240

Mr James K Spore, Manager
City of Virginia Beach
2401 Courthouse Drive, Suite 234
Municipal Center Building 1
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

Ms Regma Williams, Manager
City of Norfolk
1101 City Hall Building
810 Union Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

Mr Jim Gildea, Assistant Director
Department of Planning and
Community Development
810 Union Street, Room 508
Norfolk, VA 23510

USDA-NRCS
310 Shea Drive
Chesapeake. VA 23322

Ms Karen Mayne
U S Fish and Wildlife Service
Virginia Field Office
6669 Short Lane
Gloucester, VA 23601

Ms Kathryn Edgar, Environmental Scientist
U S Army Corps of Engineers
District Regulatory Branch
803 Front Street
Norfolk. VA 23510

Ms Chrysandra Walker, Acting Director
National Park Service
U S Custom House
200 Chestnut Street, Fifth Floor
Philadelphia. PA 19106

National Geodetic Survey
1315 East/West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Ms Laura McKay
Virginia Coastal Program Manager
Department of Environmental Quality
Division of Environmental Enhancement
629 East Mam Street
Richmond. VA 23219

Ms Jayne B Whitney
Vice President - Development
Hampton Roads Transit
3400 Victoria Boulevard
Hampton, VA 23661
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Norfolk Southern Corporation
Three Commercial Place Strategic Planning Department
Norfolk. V,rg,n,a 23510-2191 Three Commercia| P|ace

Norfolk, VA 23510-9207

June 15.2007

RE Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 293X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company
Abandonment - in Virginia Beach. Virginia and Norfolk. Virginia

Dear Sir/Madam

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) plans to request authority from the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the segment of rail line between Milepost VB 0 12 and
Milepost VB 15 46, a distance of 15 34 miles, located between the stations of Norfolk and
Oldfield in Norfolk, Virginia and Virginia Beach, Virginia respectively

Enclosed is an Environmental Report which describes the proposed abandonment and other
pertinent information A map of the proposed track abandonment can be found in Appendix A of
this report

NSR does not anticipate adverse environmental impacts, however, if you identify any adverse
environmental effects please describe the actions that would assist in alleviating them Please
provide us with a written response indicating any concerns or tack thereof, which will be included
in an Environmental Report and sent to the Surface Transportation Board (STB) Appendix B of
this report lists the various agencies receiving it

This report is also being provided so that you may submit information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of the proceeding If you believe any of the
information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the Board's Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Environmental
Analysis (SEA) by telephone at (202) 245-0295 or by mail to

Surface Transportation Board,
395 E Street, S W , Room 1106
Washington DC 20423-001

Please refer to the above Docket when contacting the STB Applicable statutes and regulations
impose stringent deadlines for processing this action For this reason your written comments
(with a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks
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Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental impacts of the
contemplated action In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, NSR must
receive your comments within three weeks Please provide information to Kathy Headnck by
email at kathv headrick@nscorp com, or by mail to

Kathy Headnck
Coordinator-Abandonments
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Strategic Planning Department
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510

Sincerely,

MarcellusC Kirchner
Director Strategic Planning
Norfolk Southern Railway Company
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Norfolk
Department of Planning and Community Development

December 23, 2005

M* Donna Braun
Not folk Southern Corporaaon
3 Commercial Phre
12h Floor — Strategic Planning
Noifolk.VA 23510

RE Docket No AB-290 Sub-No 269X
Norfolk Southern RaiK\a\ Compam
Proposed Abandonment

Dear Ms Braun

In response to Mr Kirchner's recenc letter on the above referenced subject, this letter confirms that
Norfolk full) supports and endorses the proposed abandonment of Norfolk Southern's Virginia
Beach rail line between milepost VB 4 8 and its western terminus at milepost VB 012 in the cit\
This pioposcd action is fullv consistent with all officially adopted cm plans and programs to convert
this cusung rail line into a new public transportation corridor Specifically and as noted in Mr
Kirchner's December 7, 2005, the Cin of Norfolk recently entered into a Memorandum of Under-
standing with Norfolk Southern Corporation to purchase this corridor in support of the proposed
Noifolk Light Rail project Also, a cop\ of Map T-4 Planned Transportation Improvements from
the General Plan of Norfolk (1992) official!} designating this corridor in the City's long range plan
as A passenger light rail line is attached here for \our information and use

Thank \ ou for the opportunity to comment on this issue Please advise if there are arn questions or
if uc can be of further assistance at this time

Sincerely,

Stanley Stem
Acting Director
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January 31,2006

Donna Braun
Norfolk Southern
3 Commercial Place
12th Floor-Strategic Planning
Norfolk, Virginia 23510

Subject Norfolk Southern Rail Line Proposed Abandonment
Docket No AB-290, Sub-No 269X

Dear Ms Braun

In response to Mr Marcellus Kirchner's letter dated December 7, 2005, the City of
Virginia Beach does not require the continued use of the Norfolk Southern right of way as a rail
line, but the City does wish to preserve the Virginia Beach segment of the right of way for future
use as a public transit comdor

City planning documents support future use of this corridor for public transit purposes

• The Norfolk Southern rail line is located within the Virginia Beach Boulevard
comdor of the City This comdor, in large degree, encompasses the areas
identified by the City*s Comprehensive Plan Strategic Growth Area #4, Pembroke
Area, which recommends that the planning of structures on the property located
adjacent to the railroad right of way should remain flexible enough to
accommodate future connections to commuter transit systems that may emerge
along this corridor

• The Master Transportation Plan identifies the Norfolk Southern railroad right of
way as an area to be protected for future transportation options

• The Bikeways and Trails Plan for the City identifies the Norfolk Southern railroad
right of way as an area to be protected for future transportation options

• The City's Bikeways and Trails Plan for the City identifies the Norfolk Southern
railroad right of way within the primary network route, which builds upon
existing and programmed facilities and forms the framework of the bikeways and
trails system The Plan identifies the right of way as an important link in the

43



Ms Donna Braun
January 31,2006
Page 2

overall primary network and interjunsdictional planning, to accommodate a
shared-use facility The right of way provides an ideal avenue of travel for non-
motorized and multi-modal travel across this highly urbanized section of the City

• There is a potential use with Southern Boulevard, which runs adjacent to the right
of way, for a trail or bikeway or for park use

• The right of way contains City utility lines and other public utilities, and the City
expects continued future use of the line for such purposes

I am enclosing for your reference, excerpts from the City's 2003 Comprehensive Plan, a copy of
the City's Master Transportation Plan Map and excerpts from the City's 2004 Bikeways and
Trails Plan

The City remains interested in purchasing the segment of the railroad nght of way once it has
been abandoned

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions

Sincerely yours,

Cc Mr Marcellus Kirchner

JKS/amg

Enclosure
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March 7,2006

Ms Donna Braun
Norfolk Southern
3 Commercial Place
12Ih Floor—Strategic Planning
Norfolk. Virginia 23510

BUUGif.Q. POO11:3-
ao COUP "HOUSE OP •bE

5cJCH \, fl,3,\ A 234=5 'A.'

Subject: Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 269X)
Norfolk Southern Railway Company Proposed Abandonment in Norfolk.
Virginia and Virginia Beach. Virginia

Dear Ms Braun

This letter is in response to Marcellus Kirchner's Febniar) 15, 2006 letter regarding the
Preliminary Environmental Report in connection with the above-referenced
abandonment

The City has utility facilities \vithm the right-of-\\ay to be abandoned, including a major
\\atcr line that runs for several miles of the corridor and \anous smaller utilities at
intersections or in other locations along the right-of-way HRSD also has a major force
mam and other sewer facilities in the rail corridor The City's water line and the HRSD
force mam arc critical facilities, and there would be major disruptions if either line is
damaged The Cit> requests that Norfolk Southern use care when taking up the rail track
so as not to disturb the facilities Please call Miss Utility at 1-800-552-7001 prior to
starting any invasive work and notify Gary Jones at 757-385-8653 in the Cit\"s
Department of Public Utilities to review removal plans, because hea\> equipment can
cause damage to underground water and sewer lines

I \\ould also like to address the statement in the Report on page 3 regarding the removal
of rails at the South Great Neck / London Bridge Road crossing The Virginia
Department of Transportation ("VDOT") controls that road project, not the Cit> of

VDOT managed the design and construction for the road project and isVirginia Beach
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Ms Donna Braun
Subject Norfolk Southern Railway Company Proposed Abandonment in Norfolk,
Virginia and Virginia Beach, Virginia
March 7,2006
Page 2

administering the construction contract with E V Williams, the construction contractor
Nevertheless, based on the City's monitoring of the project, it is our understanding that
after an initial disagreement as to how the tracks would be handled, further discussions
led to Norfolk Southern agreeing to let VDOT and E V Williams remove the tracks For
further information on this subject, please contact VDOTs Richmond office

In addition, below are a few minor corrections to be made to the Report

Page 4. paragraph 3 - ''Director of Land Management in the City of Virginia Beach"
should be ''Director of Planning and Community Development in the Cu\ of Virginia
Beach " Also make the above change on the Recipient List and the Environmental
Report Certificate of Service attached to the Report.

Appendix D - Item No 2 on the list of Public Crossings should be ''Potters/London
Bridge Road "

Please let me know if \ou ha\c any questions

Sincerely >ours.

I \
Jaraesjt Spore
City Manager

JKS/dsc

cc Mr Marcellus Kirchner. Norfolk Southern
Surface transportation Board. Section of Environmental Analysis
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Strategic Growth Area #4
Pembroke Area

- -__ . _ . v r « v

Description

The Pembroke Strategic Grow th Area consists of many tracts of land that differ widely with
respect to type, intensity, character and \alue of land use This SGA enjoys a locational
advantage within the City of Virginia Beach and the region Significant investments and
ongoing economic growth is occurring within many sectors of the Central Business District
This Strategic Grow th Area is comprised of three subareas including the Town Center, West
Pembroke Area and Bonney Road West Corridor

Town Center Description
The Central Business District's Town Center
encompasses the area bound by Independence
Boulevard, Virginia Beach Boulevard,
Constitution Drive and the railroad right of way
Recent development in this area has begun the
transformation from a mostly wooded area
dominated by a single 11-story building and other
scattered buildings to an array of well-planned
mid to high-rise structures within an attractive,
mixed use, pedestrian-oriented urban setting The
planning goals envisioned in the 1991 Central
Business District Master Plan are being realized

, *--

Tranfornung from suburban to urban
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Town Center Recommendations
The planning and development policies for this
area are embodied in the Pembroke Central
Business District Master Plan, which is adopted as
pan of this Comprehensive Plan The general
goals and objectives of the Master Plan should be
implemented by continuing the high quality,
urban pattern of development These goals and
objectives should be accomplished, in pan,
through the provisions of conditional zoning and
other appropriate land use planning and financing
mechanisms to help advance the long term
economic viability of this area The Master Plan
recommends the vertical and horizontal
integration of urban designed uses including
office, retail, restaurant, entertainment, residential,
cultural, education, leisure and open space Well
designed, centralized parking structures coupled
with urban streetscapes that are designed to
accommodate pedestrian movement in a safe,
interesting and attractive environment are also
critical components of the Town Center's urban
design strategy The planning of structures on
property located adjacent to the railroad right of

ua\ should remain flexible enough to accommodate future connections to commuter transit
systems that may emerge aJons [hi** corridor

West Pembroke Area Description
The West Pembroke Area is located pci
\\ itchduck Road. Independence BuuK:\ard,
Virginia Beach Boulevard and 1-264 Tor the
most part, the area consists ot r.umerojs, older
and single-story commjrci.il structures that
occupy relati\el> small parcels of land on a
modified grid street pattern A few. targe-size
commercial bu:ldipgs c\st here '1 hese include
the former Builders Square and FX structures
Many of these structures are cither vacant or have
not realized their full economic potential This
area adjoins the Pocahoma* Village
neighborhood Most of the uses in this sub-area
include small commercial 01 industrial related
businesses with outdoor storage, limited parking

Example of redevelopment opportunity
site
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• Continue to protect the Nimmo Parkway corridor east of General Booth
Boulevard

Virginia Beach Boulevard Corridor

This corridor, to a large degree, encompasses the areas identified as strategic growth
areas Consequently, the plan offers specific guidance with regard to future
improvements In many cases the exact nature of the proposed improvements are
unknown In those cases, a listing of the location suggests the need for a study to better
identify specific transportation improvements

» Improve Newtown Road and its intersection with Virginia Beach Boulevard

• Improve VVitchduck Road and its intersections with 1-264 and Cleveland Street

• Improve Cleveland Street and complete the connection of this roadway between
Witchduck and Newtown Roads

• Protect the Norfolk Southern Rail road right of way for future transportation
options

• Improve Rosemont Road and its intersections with 1-264 and Virginia Beach
Boulevard

• Improve the accessibility of the Town Center

• Realign Bonney Road to better serve Town Center and connections to Rosemont
Road

• Improve the accessibility of the Lynnhaven office and retail district
i

• Improve the Lynnhaven Parkway interchange with 1-264
• Construct 1-264 interchange improvements at Great Neck Road
• Improve intersection at Lynnhaven and International Parkways

• Improve Virginia Beach Boulevard from Laskin Road to Pacific Avenue
• Improvements in this corridor should include the following

access controls, aesthetic treatments, and safety improvements

• Extend Norfolk Avenue west to connect with Southern Boulevard

• Extend the Norfolk Avenue Trail to connect with Southern Boulevard

Cit\ of\'irgiKia Beach
2003 Compref-trMie Piar. Polic\ Document

Master Transportation Plan / Page Amended October 12, 2004
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Recommendations

Findings of the inventory and analysis of the existing system, along uj-h the results of
•he Cr.ize". Bike Survey, were utilized by a group of stakeholders to d-r-elop goals, facility
type recommendations, and identify a prioritized system of facilities Staker.o.cers included
various City departments, adjoining jurisdictions, the Virginia Depanrren: of Transportation
iVDOT). and :.-.e Hampton Roads Planning District Commission (HRPDC; The fol'owmg
three goals were established to guide the development of the network '

» Estc olish Virginia Beach as the premier biking and trails destination in the
trid~At!jnnc region of the United States

• Establish connectivity throughout the City with the dtsignxuot' and
implementation of a safe, continuous, and coordinated system of bikeways
and trails that provide access to recreational, employment, arid commercial
activtty centers

• Provide a variety of facilities (on-road. off-road, and shared use) to satisjy
the transportation and recreation needs of different user types and abilities

The recommended network is comprised of three system components, a primary network, a
secondary network, and specialized facilities Each of these system components forms an
important part in meeting the goals stated above

Primary Nefrvork

The primary network (see Figure 2, p 21) builds upon
existing and programmed facilities and forms the framework of the
bikewavs and trails system It consists of a number of Cit> streets
and other rights of way designated as bikeways and trails These
corridors are the recommended priorities for facility fur.d ng and
implementation It is the arterial component
of the City's bikeways and trails system,
connecting major destination points
throughout the City Chosen destination

points range from urbanized locations, such as the developing Town
Center and Princess Anne Commons, to rural locations such as
Mur.den Point District Park and Back Bay National Wildlife
Refuge

cr.:s- - Co ires t
CMSS Arcni:ec[3 PC'

Back Bay N W P -USFW3

Several connection points have also been established with adjoining jurisdictions
Through inter-, Uiisdictiona! planning, the potential to bike from the Oceanfror.t to Downtown
Norfolk or from Sandbndge to the Greenbner area of Chesapeake is possible An important
link in the overal l primary network and inter-junsdictional planning is :he use of the Norfolk
Southern Railroad right of way, that traverses east-west across the City, to accommodate a
snared use faciVv I: provides an ideal avenue of travel for non motorized aid mult.-modal
travel across thus highly urbanized ponion of the City where numerous vehicular conflicts
and safeis .ssu:s ''mil the viability of other routes
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Executive Summary

Six areas are highlighted on the primary network map as critical areas These are areas
where current conditions and uncertain future development or redevelopment patterns inhibit
the designation of an appropriate facility at this time Both public and private coordination is
necessary in these areas to ensure that as roads are improved and areas redeveloped these
important links are addressed

Secondary Network
The secondary network (see Figures 5-1 to 5-9, pgs. 32 - 40) forms the inner web of the
overall bikeways and trails system, providing access to destinations such as community
parks, recreation centers, libraries, and neighborhood commercial areas Several network
guidelines and strategies have also been recommended in addition to the network maps, due
to uncertain future development patterns and opportunities in which these localized facilities
may need to be adjusted over time. These guidelines and strategies assure that local civic
groups and community members are involved in the planning process on a continuous basis,
and that during the evaluation of rezonings and development plans, opportunities to provide
appropriate linkages are addressed.

Specialized Facilities
Specialized facilities provide unique venues for various
bikeway and trail users and are intended to serve special
events, users, and functions. Recommended facilities
include a 50 mile on-road loop as a safe route for
sponsored events and experienced bikers, an off-road
unpaved soft path biking course, an off-road unpaved soft
path trail system for equestrian use, a one mile off-road
paved shared use path criterion bike course for special
events and race training, and a specially designated
Virginia Scenic Bywav motor vehicle and bike route

Pungo Ferry Bridge

Facility Types
The development of appropriate, safe, and
consistent bicycle and trail facilities requires
standard design guidelines Therefore,
standards and guidelines taken directly from
those developed by the American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO) and the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) are provided as
reference in this document Standards are
included for the four types of on-road facilities
bike lane, paved shoulder, wide outside lane,
and bike route, and one type of off-road facility,
shared use path These standards are considered
sound guidelines for the development of safe
bicycle and shared use facilities
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Existing £r Proposed Network - Bicycle & Trails Planning
Eayside Planning Area
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N

A .' Primary Network Route - -Proposed Bike Route or Paved Shoulder

—Bike Route or Paved Shoulder - -Proposed Share Use Path

—Shared Use Path

Widened Sidewalk

FBubrarv

B Distnct Park

9 Rec Center

• -Proposed Shared Use Path & Wide Outside Lane

i Middle School

High School

Public Water Access
55

Figure j- 33



Page I of 1

Braun, Donna L.

From Crabtree, Gene - Chesapeake. VA [Gene Crablree@va usda gov]

Sent Tuesday, December 13. 2005 12 45 PM

To donna braun@nscorp com

Subject NS Proposed Abandonment

Re Docket No AB-290 Sub-No 269X

Ms Braun.

This is in response to the above referenced project as received in a letter dated 12/7/2005 from Marcellus C
Kirchner

There are no prime agricultual lands in the proposed abandon rail line segment

Please contact our office if additional information is needed

Gene Crabtree
District Conservationist

USDA-NRCS
310 Shea Drive
Chesapeake, VA 23322
PH (757)547-7172x3
FAX (757)436-0285
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L PKMI.II ifrMiu jr DF.PAR7 \IE\T OF E\URO\ \IE\TU QLr I/./7J
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5riiVf f h A A i " 62** L.IM \Kiin Street KiLlinuiiHl \ ir»mu 23219
\hnlniy atttliL^ P 0 Box nWty RiLhmont! Viiymu 232-IU ,xu4,^i> ,.

hj\ ( WM) fiOS-4501) TDD (S04» 6<'S-40:i I M.I- *o':..

ij io\

March 21,2006

Mr Marccllus C Kirchner
Director Strategic Planinnj:
Norfolk Southern Corporaiiun
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk. \ -rgmia 23510-2191

R.h Norfolk Southern Railway Company
Abandonment - in Norfolk Virginia and Yiruima Bcai.h Virginia

Dear Ms

1 \u\f relieved your r-qiust ,b. sropmi; 'Oinmenti toward my the abjpdnii'iieP1 >: iN Norfolk i.u ¥u"i k.nU i.
Accorciiii1 lo 'IIL r-jport the railnaj. dots cross, -vjtei AJ>S and passes through 1.1-1! irJ arm bi-i *!v*e art nn pi.i,i
to alter ilic existing roadbed Die p'opoied ab^iulonment wi l l ixcur uiMiin the ?v«tmt: ri^iu-ol-'.a; !i^u*i • v .^
Virgn« a \\ ater Protection permit aoe* no1 appear to he required

In g-.nerai DM« encourage* tht u»r jl erosion and sediment cnntio! measi re- adheienu t:. ••••irv i«auri
management reuj la lions, and careful construction practices to minimize tempuran. impact* re. su-fao: ' \atJi . dm r.i
site constniction actiMties In addition standard erosion and sediment control measures a> prtiontcJ in ihe 1
Cimitui (iiii/ .Si'f/r'Uti;/ Cnhinil lltiiulhut'k should be implemented to (uither ret'it-e pniriui?' i.rpji •* to '
waters

Df.Q appreciates the opportunitv to comment on this project It I can be of am- further assistance please feel tree to
contact me at (S04) OQ3-400?

SincereU.

, : - • - • ' ' " l< • : •-.
Mkhclle Ilemche^k PWS
En\ ironmental Specialist II '

' i

cc File
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AGENCY TELEPHONE CONSULTATIONS
Virginia Beach and Norfolk, Virginia

Agency Mr John Fisher
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
Office of Environmental Impact Review
Richmond. VA 23240
804-698-4339

Date 2/21/2006
Time (E.S.T.) 4 00 PM

Comments Project reviewed under the Coastal Zone Management Act and the NEPA
Based on the nature of the project described there would be no requirements in Norfolk,
however, there may be some constraints for the sections in Virginia Beach to prevent
erosion and control of storm waters depending on what if any salvage activities Should
the rail be salvaged in Virginia Beach, check before initiating activity The agency will not
reply by written correspondence

Agency Mr Travis Campbell
Planning Department
City of Virginia Beach
757-385-8593

Date 2/28/2006
Time (E.S.T.) 10 00 am voicemail

10 09 am return call, message left

Comments Voicmail mquistion regarding the environmental report and our desired response
Returned phone call and advised that we are required by the STB to serve the report to
interested parties so that those parties can comment, show support, or express concerns
about the proposed project
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Agency Ms Dominique Lueckenhoff
Region 3 Water Protection Division
United States Environmental Protection Agency
1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA

Date 3/21/2006
Time (E.S.T.) 2 26 PM

Comments Left voicemait advising that I was following up for concerns or questions related to Norfolk
Southern's environmental report for a proposed rail line abandonment in Norfolk and
Virginia Beach. VA

Agency Ms MaryBomar
National Park Service
US Customer House
200 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA

Date 3/21/2006
Time (E.S.T.) 3 38 PM

Comments Left message advising that I was following up for concerns or questions relate to Norfolk
Southern's environmental report for a proposed rail line abandonment in Norfolk and
Virginia Beach, VA

Agency Mr Joe Evjen
National Geodetic Survey
1315 East/West Highway
Station 8853
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Date 3/21/2006
Time (E.S.T.) 400PM

Comments Frank Maida has retired and his duties have not been reassigned In the interim Mr
Evjen is responsible for finding someone to respond to inquiries relating to potential
markers Emailed Mr Evjen a copy of the environmental report and advised him he could
respond to the email with any comments
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United States Department of the Interior r
HSU AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

CcoIogical Sen ices
6669 Short Lane

Gloucester. V A 23061

January 20, 2006

Project name LING

Project number SuC "/~C13C14 City/County. VA Vft

The U S Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed your request for information on
federally listed or proposed endangered or threatened species and designated critical habitat for
the above referenced project The following comments are provided under provisions of the
Endangered Species. Act (ESA) of 1973 (87 Slat SS4, as amended, 1 6 U S C 1531 ctscej)

</ We have reviewed the information you have provided and believe that the proposed
action w ill not adversely affect federally listed species or federally designated cntical habitat
because no federally listed species are know n to occur in the project area Should project plans
change or if additional information on listed and proposed species becomes available, this
determination may be reconsidered

We recommend that >ou contact both of the following Stale agencies for silo specific
information on listed species in Virginia Each agency maintains a different database and has
differing expertise and/or regulatory responsibility

Virginia Dcpt of Game &. Inland fisheries
environmental Services Section
PO Box 11104
Richmond. VA 23230
(804)367-1000

Virginia Dept of Conservation and Recreation
Division of Natural Heritage
217 Governor Street, 2nd Floor
Richmond. V A 23219
(804)786-7951

If either agency indicates a federally listed species is present, please resubmil >our project
description with letters from both agencies attached

If appropriate habitat may be present, we recommend surveys within appropriate
habitat by a qualified surveyor Enclosed are county lists with fact sheets that contain
information the species' habitat requirements and lists of qualified survc>ors If this project
involves a Federal agency (Federal permit, funding, or land), we encourage the Federal agency to
contact this office if appropriate habitat is present and if they determine their proposed action
ma> affect federally listed species or critical habitat

60



_ Determinations of the presence of waters of the United Slates, including wetlands, and
the need for permits are made by the U S Army Corps of Engineers They may be contacted at
Regulatory Branch, U S Army Corps of Engineers, Norfolk District, S03 Front Street, Norfolk,
Virginia 23510, telephone (757) 441-7652 "

Our \\ebsite hup /'Mrgmuficldofficc C\vs gov contains many resources that may assist \\ ith
project KMCWS Point of contact is v\vfe ^Q\j»Vni^D __ at (S04) 693-6094. e\i l\4

Sinccrclv,

Karen L Maync
Supervisor
Virginia Field Office
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U S Arm} Coips of Engineers *
Norfolk District, Southern Virgiu
803 Front Street
Norfolk. VA 23510

October 23.2003
..eguUtory Section

Project Number 03-R18S1 Waterway several

1 Participant
Norfolk Southern Corporation
c/o Larr> Western
110 Frank! in Ro ad, SE
Roanoke. VA 24042-0013

2 Authorized Agent
None

3 Address of Job Site
Railroad proposed to be abandoned is between Milepost VB 0 12 in Norfolk and Milepost VB 15 40 m Oldfield (near ocean front in
Virginia Beach)

4 Project Description
Review of environmental report associated with proposed abandonment of approximate!) IS miles of railroad sen-ice

5 Findings

This is in response to your environmental report for the proposed abandonment of the Norfolk Southern railroad service between Milepost
VB 0 12 in Norfolk and Milepost VB 15 40 in Oldfield, Virginia. Based on aenal photography and application of the National Wetland
Inventory maps, the stretch of railroad that you propose to abandon crosses wetlands and waters of the United Slates at a minimum of 11
locations These waters and wetlands are regulated under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act (33 U S C 403) and Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act (33 U S C 1344) respectively So long as the rail track and other materials are removed within the right of way and
die roadbeds are left intact m these locations, no further authorization will be required from this office

If your proposed removal methods change, please consult with this office before beginning work

6 Corps Contact KathrynEdgarat (757) 441-7389

K\O FL 13 REVISED DEC 90

ft Harold Jones, P W S
Chief, Southern Virginia Regulator) Section
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Braun, Donna L.

From1 Edgar, Kalhryn A NAO [Kathryn A Edgar@nao02 usace army mil]

Sent* Friday. February 10. 2006 3 31 PM

To donna braun@nscorp com

Cc- Edgar. Kathryn A NAO

Subject Docket No AB-290 Sub-No 269X

Ms Braun.

We received a request from Marcellus Kirchner concerning the above referenced proposed abandonment of
railway and requesting concerning Section 404 permits I was the project manager that reviewed an
environmental report associated with this proposed abandonment in 2003—1 issued a letter following that review
to Larry Western in Roanoke, Virginia I believe a copy of that letter may satisfy your needs under this request as
well, as it stated "So long as the rail track and other materials are removed within the right of way and the
roadbeds are left intact in these locations, no further authorization will be required from this office If
your proposed work changes, please consult with this office before beginning work " Your most recent
request indicates that the removal of the railway (if abandoned) is as described in that letter, therefore. I have
made a copy of this letter and will be mailing it to you If you should require any further assistance, please don't
hesitate to contact me

Sincerely.

Katie Edgar

Kathryn A. Edgar
Environmental Scientist
US Arm> Corps of Engineers, Regulator> Branch
803 Front Street
Norfolk, VA 23510
Office (757)201-7389
Cell (757) 376-S964
Fax (757)201-7678
e-mail kathryn a cdgarfjgusace armv mil
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COMMOXIVEALTH of T^ 'IRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

•401 EAST BRC*: STPEE-

Virg naDOT 013
GREGORY A WHIRLEY

ACTING COMMISSIONS
Fcbiuaix 27.20U6

Mi MaicellibC Kiichnci
Ducctoi Stiategic Planning
Noifolk Soullicin Railway Company
Thice Commcicul Place
Noi folk, Viigmia 23510-9207

Dcai Mi Knchnci

Subject Docket No MJ-290 (Sub-N'o 2fi9\), Noifolk Southern Railway Conipanv
Abandonment- in N'oilolk. Viigmiaand Viigmia I3each. Viigimn - 804-S6I-6507

As lequesicd in yom Fehiuaiy 15 Icttci. the Viigmia Department of Tianspoiration has ie\ieued
the piopOiCd abandon me ntb ihoun abo\e and has no objections 01 comments

Thank > ou Ibi [he oppoi tunny to comment

Sincciclv

S A \Va\mack
State Dneetoi. Rmht of Wa\ and Utilities

CC Ms Donna L LJiaun
Noifolk Southern Rail\\a> Compan>
Thiec Commeicial Place
Noifolk. Vimima 23510-V207

YEARS OF
TRANSPORTATION EXCELLENCE,

1 9 0 6 1 0 0



GREGORY A WHIRLEY
•ACTING COMMISSIONER

I I 'EAL TH of T 'IRGIXIA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

•if s*S~ 3*3-3 S~»EE's >• -•,: Rji'i-;:. ; 2 .:

""li!" " "'

March 10,2006

Mr Marccllus C K.irchncr
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 2351 0-2191

Re Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 269X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company
Abandonment - in Norfolk, Virginia and Virginia Beach, Virginia

Dear Mr Kirchner

The Virginia Department of Transportation has reviewed the information provided for the
referenced project Our review covers impacts to existing and proposed transportation facilities
After checking the Six Year Plan and the 2026 Plan. \\c ha\c concluded that there are no
conflicts \uth current or future construction projects

Any land use requirements, lane closures, traffic control or work zone safety issues should be
closely coordinated with affected counties and VDOT's Norfolk Residency (757-494-2451)

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project

Sincerely,

Mary Stanley
Environmental Engineer
Virginia Department of Transportation
(804) 786-0868

II
-i c ;

VEARS ot •
(CEL.EHCE m
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APPENDIX D
At-Grade Crossings

Milepost VB- Location
020
030
040
1 15
225
320
330
365
375
380
390
420
460
480
505
515
540
630
650
676
680
705
753
770
785
805
850
860
865
870
905
929
990
1040
1050
1140
11 70

Park Avenue
Brambleton Avenue
Clay Avenue
Ballentme/Mernmac
Ingleside Drive
Curlew Avenue
Corporate Boulevard
Selger Drive
Private
MP380
MP390
Kidd Boulevard
Bristol Avenue
Newtown Road
Princess Anne Road
Fneght Lane
MP540
Greenwich Road
Witchduck Road
MP676
MP680
Euclid Road
Kellam Road
Independence Road
Garret! Drive
Constitution Drive
Private
S Fir Avenue
S Thalia Road
Budding Avenue
Kentucky Avenue
S Lynnshore Road
Rosemont Road
Plaza Trail
Private (Lmdsey)
Lynnhaven Road
Lynnhaven Parkway |
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1245
1310
1328
1340
1360
1410
1475
1516

S Great Neck Road
Private
Private
Private
Potter Road
First Colonial Road
Private (Sykes Avenue)
Birdneck Road
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Environmental Report
Certificate of Service

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(c), the undersigned
hereby certifies that a copy of the Environmental Report in Docket No. AB-290
(Sub-No. 293X) was mailed via first class mail on June 15,2007, to the
following parties:

Mr David S Ekern, Commissioner
Virginia Department of Transportation
1401 East Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23219

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Region 3 - Water Protection Division
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029

Virginia Dept of Environmental Quality
Water Quality Division
P O Box 10009
Richmond, VA 23240

Mr James K Spore, Manager
City of Virginia Beach
2401 Courthouse Drive, Suite 234
Municipal Center Building 1
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

Ms Regina Williams, Manager
City of Norfolk
1101 City Hall Building
810 Union Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

Mr Jim Gildea, Assistant Director
Department of Planning and
Community Development
810 Union Street, Room 508
Norfolk. VA 23510

USDA-NRCS
310 Shea Drive
Chesapeake. VA 23322

Ms Karen Mayne
U S Fish and Wildlife Service
Virginia Field Office
6669 Short Lane
Gloucester, VA 23601

Ms Kathryn Edgar, Environmental Scientist
U S Army Corps of Engineers
District Regulatory Branch
803 Front Street
Norfolk. VA 23510

Ms Chrysandra Walker. Acting Director
National Park Service
U S Custom House
200 Chestnut Street, Fifth Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106

National Geodetic Survey
1315 East/West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Ms Laura McKay
Virginia Coastal Program Manager
Department of Environmental Quality
Division of Environmental Enhancement
629 East Mam Street
Richmond, VA 23219

Ms Jayne B Whitney
Vice President - Development
Hampton Roads Transit
3400 Victoria Boulevard
Hampton, VA 23661

Marcellus C. Kirchner

June 15,2007
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Historic Report
Proposed Rail Line Abandonment

Proposed Action and Alternatives

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) proposes to abandon 15 34 miles of rail

line between milepost VB 0 12 at a point near Park Avenue in Norfolk, Virginia and VB

15.46 at a point near Birdneck Road at the railroad's Oldfield station in Virginia Beach,

Virginia The line proposed for abandonment, has been dormant for about five years,

except for the movement of about one car per month on the segment of the line between

milepost VB 0 12 and VB 1.75 until August, 2006. The only alternative would be not to

abandon the line and to retain the track in place This alternative is not satisfactory

Service on the portion of the line between Milepost VB 1 75 and Milepost VB 15 46

was discontinued effective December 30,2004 pursuant to a notice of exemption in

Norfolk Southern Railway Company-Discontinuance of Service Exemption -In Norfolk

and Virginia Beach, VA, STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No 258X) (STB served November

30, 2004) Service on the remaining portion of the line between Milepost VB 0.12 and

Milepost VB 1.75 was discontinued effective August 6,2006 pursuant to the STB decision

in Norfolk Southern Railway Company- Discontinuance of Rail Service- Petition for

Exemption-In Norfolk and Virginia Beach, W\, STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 269X)

(STB served July 7,2006)

A map delineating the line proposed for abandonment is attached as Appendix A
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The segment of the line located within the City of Norfolk, between Milepost VB 4.8

and its western terminus at Milepost VB 012, is the subject of a Memorandum of

Understanding in which the City of Norfolk would acquire the right-of-way following

abandonment for use as a public transit corridor. No salvage would occur on the Norfolk

segment, as it would be acquired with track, bridges and other improvements intact. Once

abandoned, the remainder of the line between Milepost VB 4.8 and its eastern terminus at

Milepost VB 15.46 could be salvaged of track and materials and the property sold to be put

to a more productive use Such uses could include an extension of the planned light rail

transit system or other public uses such as walking or biking trails, a trolley line or a

dedicated bus lane Any of these potential uses would produce long-term environmental

and social benefits

The alternatives to abandonment are to retain the track in place over all portions of

the line or to only maintain the track in place to service one active shipper; however these

are not feasible alternatives A targe portion of the segment has been dormant with no

active rail service and the abandonment of the entire line will provide the City of Norfolk

with a corridor over which light rail service can be provided to the residents and visitors of

Norfolk, Virginia.

Additional Information

U.S.G.S Topographic Map

Maps were furnished to the Virginia Department of Historic Resources
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Written Description of Right of Way

The width of the corridor is 64' Property surrounding the right of way is 35%

unimproved, 37% residential 20% industrial and 8% forest

Photographs

Photographs were furnished to the Virginia Department of Histonc Resources

Date of Construction of Structures

NSR does not have information to indicate the dates of construction of the railroad

bridges listed in Appendix B

History of Operations and Changes Contemplated

The Norfolk and Virginia Beach Railroad and Improvement Company constructed

the Virginia Beach Line from a point just east of Broad Creek near downtown Norfolk,

Virginia to the Virginia Beach Oceanfront from 1882-1883 After several corporate

successions described below, the Virginia Beach Line became part of the property of the

old Norfolk Southern Railway Company that was incorporated on September 19,1939 as

successor in reorganization to Norfolk Southern Railroad Company Norfolk Southern

Railroad Company, which was incorporated in 1910, had been operated under

receivership since 1932

In 1974, the Norfolk Southern Railway Company that was incorporated in 1939 was

acquired by Southern Railway Company and became part of Southern Railway Company's
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railroad system. Southern Railway Company and Norfolk and Western Railway Company,

which had been consolidated as subsidiaries under Norfolk Southern Corporation in 1982,

merged into a single operating railroad, Norfolk Southern Railway Company, in 1990

Thus, in 1990, the old Norfolk Southern Railway Company property that included the

Virginia Beach Line became part of the property of the current, much larger Norfolk

Southern Railway Company

Marshall Parks (1821-1900), a Norfolk, Virginia businessman who owned property

on the Atlantic Ocean in Princess Anne County, Virginia which is east of Norfolk, organized

the Norfolk and Sewells Point Railroad Company, incorporated by the Virginia General

Assembly in March 1872 Princess Anne County was then a sparsely settled rural area

with fewer than 9,000 residents The Norfolk and Sewells Point Railroad Company had

little capital and built no track in its nearly ten years of corporate existence In 1882, Mr

Parks secured additional financing and changed the name of the Norfolk and Sewells Point

Railroad Company to the Norfolk and Virginia Beach Railroad and Improvement Company

The Virginia General Assembly approved the reorganization of the company under the

new name on January 14, 1882. Later that year, the company purchased the Seaside

Hotel and Land Company and that company's land holdings on the oceanfront

approximately 6 miles south of Cape Henry

In 1883, the Norfolk and Virginia Beach Railroad and Improvement Company built

and opened a narrow gauge line of railroad approximately 17 miles long, soon thereafter

consisting of about 189 total miles of track The line originally ran between Broad Creek,

a point about 3 miles east of downtown Norfolk, Virginia and the company's holdings of

72



approximately 1,600 acres of real estate on the Atlantic Ocean at the eastern end of

Princess Anne County, Virginia The line also ran along the beach for approximately 2 %

miles The Virginia Beach Line was built in about seven months because the level terrain

and the need to bridge only one waterway of consequence, the Lynnhaven River, made

the construction relatively easy. The line originally had a 3-foot narrow gauge and was

constructed of steel rail weighing 30 pounds per yard, which was quite light, even for that

era. The company originally owned 3 locomotives, 15 passenger cars, 3 box cars and 6

platform cars

Mr. Parks named the oceanfront area in Princess Anne County, which the Norfolk

and Virginia Beach Railroad and Improvement Company owned and planned to develop,

'Virginia Beach."

The tnp to the oceanfront from downtown Norfolk ongmally required a short boat

nde from a wharf in downtown Norfolk to a landing about three miles away at Broad Creek.

The tnp to Virginia Beach from Norfolk originally took one hour but the company soon

reduced the time to thirty-five minutes. In the summer of 1884, the company completed

the line back across Broad Creek and into Norfolk, making possible an all-rail trip from

Norfolk to the Atlantic oceanfront at Virginia Beach The alignment on which the present

rail line is constructed is essentially the same as the line in the1880's

The Norfolk and Virginia Beach Railroad and Improvement Company encountered

financial difficulties soon after its formation The railroad earned 6,565 passengers over a

total of 4,680 miles for the first summer season from July 28,1883, when the line officially

opened, to September 30, 1883 The company's total caprtal stock and debt outstanding

73



on this date was $255,612, of which $197,000 was owed under 6 percent, 30-year

mortgage bonds and $12,000 was floating debt The road's earnings of $5,994 44 did not

meet its expenses of $9,250 00 in 1883. On December 19,1884, Corporation Court Judge

D. Tucker Brooke appointed a receiver for the company Mr Parks stepped down as

president of the railroad

In 1884, Pennsylvania Congressman James H. Hopkins of Pittsburgh, one of the

company's original directors, replaced Marshall Parks as president of the Norfolk and

Virginia Beach Railroad and Improvement Company Mr. Hopkins could do no more than

Mr. Parks had done to keep the company solvent. On May 17, 1887, the railroad, and

1,500 acres of land were sold under foreclosure at public auction for $170,000 to Mr C W

Mackey, also a Pennsylvania Congressman Mr Mackey reorganized the company as the

Norfolk and Virginia Beach Railroad Company.

The only further information that we have concerning the Virginia Beach Railroad

and Improvement Company is that they were the successor company to the Seaside Hotel

and Land Development Company, incorporated in 1880, which built the Virginia Beach

Hotel and a pavilion at the oceanfront In the foreclosure sale referenced above, the

Virginia Beach Hotel was sold and thereafter remodeled and reopened as the Princess

Anne Hotel Otherwise, we have no information, other than the general information

concerning passenger service to the oceanfront area stated in the narrative, on the extent

to which the railroad had an impact on the development of Virginia Beach It should be

apparent, however, that with the foreclosure and the sale of the hotel and the oceanfront

land owned by the company in 1887, the company played no further direct role in the
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development of Virginia Beach except as a rail carrier of passengers and freight.

In 1891, the Norfolk and Virginia Beach Railroad Company acquired the Danville

and Seaboard Railroad Company, which had never constructed any track, and

consolidated the two companies to form the Norfolk, Albemarle and Atlantic Railroad

Company The consolidation was motivated by the desire of the Norfolk and Virginia

Beach Railroad to expand its gauge to standard gauge The company's charter would not

allow this without amendment by the Virginia General Assembly and the company did not

want to spend time securing a charter amendment The Danville and Seaboard Railroad

chart enabled anyone with the necessary resources to build a broad-gauge line from

Danville to anywhere in Virginia that they desired

The Norfolk, Albemarle and Atlantic Railroad became insolvent by May 1893,

putting railroad improvements and expansion that had been planned for four years on hold.

The company had assumed the liability of the interest on bonds issued by its predecessor,

which totaled $25,000. Although the railroad earned a record 142,441 passengers to

Virginia Beach for the year ending June 30, 1893, the company's net income of over

$10,000 was not enough to offset its liabilities As a result, the company was placed in

receivership George S. Jones was named receiver and took possession of all the

company's property and accounts on May 25,1893

After two years of staving off foreclosure, because of a default of interest payments

on certain bonds, the Norfolk, Albemarle and Atlantic Railroad Company suffered a

foreclosure sale of its property by decree of court in 1896 The Norfolk, Albemarle and

Atlantic Railroad Company was acquired at the public auction by the New York Vanderbilt
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interests on April 26, 1896 and reorganized as the Norfolk, Virginia Beach and Southern

Railroad Company, which was incorporated under Virginia law in May 1896 The new

company had the capital to make necessary improvements, in particular, to finally change

the gauge of the track to standard gauge The Norfolk, Virginia Beach and Southern

Railroad soon arranged with the Norfolk and Western Railway Company to run a coach on

its famed "Cannonball" tram daily between Richmond, Virginia and the siding in Virginia

Beach next to the Princess Anne Hotel. The Norfolk, Virginia Beach and Southern

Railroad also provided for the sale of tickets from all pnncipal points In the United States

and Canada to the lobby of the Princess Anne Hotel at Virginia Beach Within one year of

broadening the gauge of the track in 1897, the number of passengers earned by the

railroad between Norfolk and Virginia Beach increased from 113,190 to 148,817

When the Norfolk, Virginia Beach and Southern Railroad Company acquired the

Norfolk, Albemarle and Atlantic Railroad Company, its pnncipal railroad asset was the

Virginia Beach Line. The Norfolk, Virginia Beach and Southern Railroad proceeded to

build a 22 14-mile branch line from Euclid, VA (near present-day Wrtchduck Road in

Virginia Beach) on the Norfolk-Virginia Beach Line to Munden, VA on Curntuck Sound in

Princess Anne County, VA. This expansion gave the company a total of 41 miles of rail

line. This was the extent of the company's railroad property when Norfolk & Southern

Railroad Company acquired the Norfolk, Virginia Beach and Southern in 1900

Norfolk & Southern Railroad Company bought the property of the Norfolk, Virginia

Beach and Southern Railroad Company in January 1900 Norfolk & Southern Railroad

Company was a successor to an earlier company that was named Norfolk Southern
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Railroad Company This latter name also became the name of the 1910 successor

company That company kept the Norfolk Southern Railroad Company name until it was

reorganized in 1939 as Norfolk Southern Railway Company

The earlier Norfolk Southern Railroad Company was successor, by change of name

effective January 1, 1883 to The Elizabeth City and Norfolk Railroad Company. That

company was chartered by special act of the North Carolina Legislature in 1870, to build a

line between Elizabeth City, North Carolina, and Norfolk, Virginia. The company

completed the line, along with additional mileage to Edenton, North Carolina, in 1881 The

1883 Norfolk Southern Railroad Company went into receivership in 1889. The Norfolk

Southern Railroad Company property was sold under foreclosure in May 1891 to the

Norfolk & Southern Railroad Company.

In 1904, Norfolk Southern Railroad Company acquired the Chesapeake Transit

Company. The Chesapeake Transit Company was an electric, standard-gauge line that

was built from Norfolk, Virginia to Cape Henry, Virginia in Princess Anne County on the

Atlantic Ocean near the entrance to the Chesapeake Bay It was then built down the

oceanfront to Virginia Beach, Virginia The Chesapeake Transit Company line was

opened for operation in November 1902. The Chesapeake Transit Company line was built

to compete with the Norfolk & Southern Railroad Company's line to Virginia Beach, but

separate operations of the two lines were not economically feasible and did not provide the

best service to the public The Chesapeake Transit Company line consisted of 26 3 miles

of route mileage when taken over by the Norfolk & Southern Railroad Company in 1904

The combined trackage of the two companies then constituted a single-track loop enabling
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operations in both directions between Norfolk and the Virginia Beach resort area on to

Cape Henry and finally back to Norfolk through the use of sidetracks After the

combination of the two companies' lines, the company had the loop trackage electrified.

In 1904, Norfolk & Southern Railroad built a 7 40 mile extension to connect Euclid,

Virginia Beach, on the line eastward from Norfolk, Virginia to Providence Junction, Virginia,

which was on a disconnected line running southward from Norfolk, Virginia. Other track

building and acquisitions brought the total mileage of the "Beach Lines" (between Norfolk,

Virginia and Virginia Beach, Virginia, most of which was then Princess Anne County,

Virginia) and the two branches from Euclid, Virginia in Pnncess Anne County, to about 80

miles of line

In 1906, Norfolk & Southern Railroad Company, Virginia & Carolina Coast Railroad

Company, Raleigh and Pamlico Sound Railway Company and Atlantic and North Carolina

Company consolidated to form Norfolk & Southern Railway Company. One of the other

predecessor companies included in the 1906 consolidation that formed Norfolk & Southern

Railway Company was The Suffolk and Carolina Railway Company Also in 1906, Bernard

P Holland, who had nsen to the job of supenntendent of the railroad at Virginia Beach by

1894 and who had assumed management of the Pnncess Anne Hotel on August 1,1894,

became the first mayor of the newly incorporated town of Virginia Beach, Virginia.

In 1906 the Norfolk & Southern Railway built Seaside Park, a vast amusement area

at what is now 30th Street, in order to attract additional passengers. One source indicates

the park did not open until 1912 Just as the railroad was trying to attract additional rider-

ship, a severe loss was incurred when just before dawn on June 10,1907, a fire broke out
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in the kitchen of the Princess Anne Hotel and it was destroyed This loss hurt the railroad

for many years to come because the line to Virginia Beach depended to a greater extent

than many other tines on revenue from passenger traffic. It was about twenty years before

a large, first-class hotel, the Cavalier Hotel, was again built at Virginia Beach

In 1910, Norfolk & Southern Railway Company was reorganized and remcorporated

as Norfolk Southern Railroad Company. Norfolk Southern Railroad Company then

comprised a continuous connected system of 504 miles of railroad from Norfolk, Virginia

and Suffolk, Virginia on the north to Raleigh, North Carolina on the west, and to New Bern,

North Carolina on the south The network also included branches from Norfolk, Virginia to

Virginia Beach, Virginia and Munden, Virginia, from Mackey's Ferry, North Carolina to

Columbia, North Carolina and Belhaven, North Carolina and from New Bern, North

Carolina to Oriental, North Carolina. In addition to this owned property, the company

operated under lease the 95 miles of line of the Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad,

which, with a disconnected piece of company owned track mileage between Morehead

City, North Carolina and Beaufort, North Carolina gave the company a line westward from

Beaufort, North Carolina through New Bern, North Carolina to Goldsboro, North Carolina

In 1913, Raleigh, Charlotte and Southern Railroad Company merged into Norfolk

Southern Railroad Company By January 1,1914, after absorption in 1913, of the Raleigh,

Charlotte & Southern Railway Company, Norfolk Southern Railroad Company owned 787

miles of rail line and leased another 113 miles of rail line

Beginning in June 1928, direct Pullman service over the lines of the Norfolk and

Western Railway Company and the Norfolk Southern Railroad Company became available
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between Chicago, IL and the Cavalier Hotel in Virginia Beach The Cavalier Hotel had

opened in April 1927. Direct Pullman runs also started between New York and

Washington and the Cavalier Hotel in that same month. The Pullman service continued

until nearly the time the passenger service on the Virginia Beach Line ceased to operate in

1947 The segment of the Virginia Beach Line up the beachfront was abandoned in 1948.

Freight traffic on the Virginia Beach Line dunng the 1920s and 1930s consisted of

food, mainly potatoes and produce, coal, lumber and sand and gravel The line was never

very profitable It became even more uneconomical to operate the line, especially the

track along the oceanfront and to Pungo, Back Bay and Munden, with the rapid decline in

passenger traffic in the 1930s that accompanied the rise of the automobile and the

construction of good, paved roads

In 1935, Norfolk Southern introduced "railbus" cars, similar to trolleys, for service on

the line Maintenance of track and equipment suffered dunng World War II in part due to

wartime shortages of materials Then in late 1947, passenger service on the Virginia

Beach Line ceased and was formally discontinued on Norfolk Southern Railway Company

lines in 1948. In 1961, the Norfolk Terminal Station was razed and Norfolk Southern

Railway Company moved its headquarters to Raleigh, NC

Southern Railway Company acquired Norfolk Southern Railway Company, along

with its Durham and South Carolina Railroad Company and Norfolk Southern Industnal

Development Corporation subsidiaries, on January 1,1974, pursuant to an ICC decision in

ICC Finance Docket Nos 27078 and 27079, for $19,479,616 (374,608 shares of serial

preference stock) Carolina and Northwestern Railway Company merged into Norfolk
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Southern Railway Company, January 1, 1974, pursuant to the same ICC decision in ICC

Finance Docket Nos 27078 and 27079

On June 1, 1982, Norfolk and Western Railway Company, headquartered in

Roanoke, Virginia, and Southern Railway Company, headquartered in Washington, DC

with a substantial number of its offices also in Atlanta, Georgia, and their subsidiaries,

consolidated as subsidianes of Norfolk Southern Corporation, a non-earner holding

company, pursuant to authonty granted by the Interstate Commerce Commission Norfolk

Southern Corporation made Norfolk, Virginia its corporate headquarters

After the Norfolk and Western Railway Company and Southern Railway Company

consolidation as subsidianes of Norfolk Southern Corporation, the Carolina and

Northwestern Railway Company name was revived when Norfolk Southern Railway

Company's name was changed to Carolina and Northwestern Railway Company to

prevent confusion of the name of the smaller Southern Railway Company subsidiary with

that of the larger parent holding company

Durham and South Carolina Railroad Company was merged into Carolina and

Northwestern Railway Company on April 1, 1987 Danville and Western Railway

Company was merged into Carolina and Northwestern Railway Company on July 1,1987.

Assets of Southern Railway Company's Blue Ridge Railway Company subsidiary was

transferred to Carolina and Northwestern Railway Company and Blue Ridge Railway

Company dissolved November 18, 1987 On June 1, 1988, Carolina and Northwestern

Railway Company was merged into Southern Railway Company
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Effective December 31, 1990, Norfolk and Western Railway Company became a

subsidiary of Southern Railway Company, which changed its name to Norfolk Southern

Railway Company and remained as a subsidiary of Norfolk Southern Corporation Norfolk

and Western Railway Company thus became a wholly owned subsidiary of Norfolk

Southern Railway Company rather than a subsidiary of Norfolk Southern Corporation

Pursuant to a notice of exemption filed in STB Finance Docket No 33648, Norfolk

Southern Railway Company-Merger Exemption-Norfolk end Western Railway Company,

served August 31, 1998, Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) merged Norfolk and

Western Railway Company (NW) into NSR, effective September 1,1998 The transaction

was undertaken to simplify NSR's corporate structure and eliminate costs associated with

separate accounting, tax, bookkeeping and reporting functions

Norfolk Southern Corporation ("NSC"), parent to Norfolk Southern Railway

Company ("NSR"), entered into a Transaction Agreement (the "Conrail Transaction

Agreement") among NSC, NSR; CSX Corporation ("CSX"); CSX Transportation, Inc

("CSXT"), a wholly-owned subsidiary of CSX, Conrail Inc. ("CRR"), Consolidated Rail

Corporation ("Conrad"), a wholly-owned subsidiary of CRR, and CRR Holdings LLC, dated

June 10, 1997, pursuant to which CSX and NSC indirectly acquired all the outstanding

capital stock of CRR The Conrail Transaction Agreement was approved by the Surface

Transportation Board ("STB") in a decision served July 23, 1998 in STB Finance Docket

No 33388, CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc., Norfolk Southern Corporation

and Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Control and Operating Leases/Agreements -

Conrail Inc and Consolidated Rail Corporation The transaction was closed and became

82



effective June 1,1999.

Throughout the history of operations in the Virginia Beach, Virginia and Norfolk,

Virginia areas, several abandonments have been consummated.

In 1943, pursuant to authonzation received in 1942 from the Interstate Commerce

Commission (ICC), predecessor of the Surface Transportation Board (STB), Norfolk

Southern Railway abandoned 5.09 miles of line between Back Bay (Pungo), Virginia and

Munden, Virginia in Pnncess Anne County, Virginia. In 1948, Norfolk Southern Railway

Company abandoned 3 5 miles of the Beach Lines, 16 5 of the 16.9 miles of line between

Euclid, Virginia and Back Bay, Virginia and 6 29 of the 7 31 miles of line between Euclid,

Virginia and Providence, Virginia in Pnncess Anne County, Virginia

In 1950, Norfolk Southern Railway Company abandoned the two small remaining

segments of 0 4 miles and 0 98 miles of the two Euclid branches.

Norfolk Southern Railway Company also abandoned 6 58 miles of the Beach Lines

consisting of the Cape Henry-Virginia Beach-Lake Station segment The 1948 and 1950

rail line abandonments facilitated the building or expansion of several roads, including

Pacific Avenue, one block west of the closest street paralleling the Oceanfront in Virginia

Beach

In 1954, Norfolk Southern Railway Company abandoned another 8 35 miles of the

Beach Lines between Little Creek and Cape Henry

In 1955, Norfolk Southern Railway Company abandoned a 0 93-mile segment of the

Beach Lines, reducing the railroad mileage operated in Norfolk and Pnncess Anne County,

Virginia (Virginia Beach) to about half of its original size
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In 1971, Norfolk Southern Railway Company abandoned another 0.66-mile segment

of the Beach Lines.

In 1977, Norfolk Southern Railway Company abandoned a 1 36-mile segment of rail

line between Diamond Springs, Virginia and Shelton, Virginia in the City of Virginia Beach,

Virginia.

In 1995, Norfolk Southern Railway Company abandoned a 1.64-mile line between

Milepost VB 15 46 near Birdneck Road and Milepost VB 17.1 near Mediterranean Avenue

at Virginia Beach, Virginia at the Oceanfront. Norfolk Southern sold the property to the

City of Virginia Beach for intended use as a bike and walking trail.

Two studies of the Norfolk and Western Railway Company and Southern Railway

Company systems provide detailed information on their history. They are E F. Pat Stnplm,

The Norfolk and Western. A History (Roanoke, Va The Norfolk and Western Railway Co ,

1981) and Burke Davis, The Southern Railway Road Of The Innovators (Chapel Hill, N C.:

University of North Carolina Press, 1985) Historical information on many of the railroads is

also provided in the early archives of these railroads which are now in the collections on

deposit at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

Norfolk and Virginia Beach both lie on the Chesapeake Bay and are part of a

broader area known as Hampton Roads, named to honor Henry Wnothesly, Earl of

Southampton and Treasurer of-the Virginia Company in London The earliest known

inhabitants and first known history of the area dates back to 9500 B C. Prior to 1607 the

Chesipean Indians inhabited the area with a settlement near Great Neck Point located in

what is now known as Virginia Beach This settlement was called the Chesepioc
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Settlement A second settlement, the Skicoac Settlement, was located in what is now

known as Norfolk By the time English colonists reached the area these Indian settlements

had been destroyed by the Powhatan Indians In 1607 the first English ships arrived at

Cape Henry, located in Virginia Beach In 1634 the area consisted of 8 shires or counties

Virginia Beach and Norfolk were both part of the Elizabeth City Shire. Sometime between

1634 and 1691 Norfolk County was created and named for a county in England. In 1691

the Lower portion of Norfolk County was taken to form Princess Anne County which was

named in honor of the youngest daughter of King James Princess Anne County later

merged into the City of Virginia Beach.

Norfolk incorporated as a city in 1845 and has long been an important seaport and

served as an early center of trade with England and the West Indies The city has also

been plagued with many catastrophes including complete destruction at the hands of

Colonial troops to prevent the British from occupying the territory during the Revolutionary

War. Norfolk was the only American town completely destroyed and rebuilt. The city also

survived a large fire in 1804 which destroyed more than 300 homes and warehouses and

the Yellow Fever in 1855 which claimed one-third of Norfolk's residents Dunng the Civil

War Norfolk suffered destruction again, but its waterways and fertile farmland enabled it to

quickly recover Railroads opened the way for transportation of coal to the Norfolk port

and enabled trade activities that made Norfolk a great world port

The first landfall of the Jamestown colonists in 1607 was at Cape Henry, in the

northeastern part of what is now called Virginia Beach, however, the settlers quickly left

the area because they were unable to grow food Today, the site is within the boundaries
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of Fort Story, a U.S. Army installation used for training by the Army, Navy, and Marines

Since the 1880's Virginia Beach has been a popular resort destination, with passenger rail

service beginning in 1883 to transport visitors from Norfolk to the oceanfront Railroad

operations are an integral part of the history of the area and have contributed to trade,

commerce and overall economic success The city is the most populous in the

Commonwealth of Virginia and the fortieth largest city in the United States Virginia Beach

is listed in the Guinness Book of Records as having the longest pleasure beach in the

world and it is located at the southern end of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel, the

longest bridge-tunnel complex in existence Virginia Beach incorporated as a town in 1908

and as a city in 1952

Sources concerning the development of Virginia Beach, which contain some

references to the railroad line between Norfolk and the oceanfront at Virginia Beach

include Stephen S Mansfield, Princess Anne County and Virginia Beach" A Pictorial

History (Virginia Beach: Donning, 1989), The Virginia Beach Public Library (team of 5

writers), The Beach, A History of Virginia Beach, Virginia, revised edition, 1996; an Internet

essay by J Mark Souther, Twixt Ocean and Pines' The Seaside Resort at Virginia Beach,

1880-1907 and an Internet site MEET MARSHALL PARKS, Founder of Virginia Beach by

C W Tazewell, Editor, which in turn contains references to some stones in the Virginian-

Pilot newspaper of Norfolk, VA, mainly from the 1980s Norfolk: The First Four Centunes,

by Thomas C Parramore with Peter C Stewart and Tommy L Bogger, Norfolk, Virginia.

The Sunnse City by the Sea, A Tribute to Photographer Carroll H. Walker, Sr, by Amy

Waters Yarsinske, and Norfolk- Historic Southern Port, by Thomas J Wertenbaker with
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Marvin W Schlegel are among the sources for additional information on the history of the

City of Norfolk.

Summary of Documents in Carrier's Possession that Might be Useful for

Documenting a Structure that is Found to be Historic

While plans may be available for the structures on the line, it is most likely that any

such plans are standard plans used for the construction of similar structures on the dates

of construction

Opinion Regarding Criteria for Listing in the National Register of Historic

Places

NSR's opinion is that neither the structures on the line to be abandoned nor the line

itself meets the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places The only

structures on the line are bridges, there are no railroad buildings or other types of

structures present. The bridges are mostly very short and are all relatively modern and

ordinary in design and construction. None of the present bridges is original to the line. The

bridge structures are not distinguished in any way The line passes through industnal,

residential and unimproved areas NSR has no reason to believe that there is any

likelihood of finding histonc properties on the line proposed for abandonment
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Subsurface Ground Conditions that Might Affect Archaeological Recovery

NSR is not aware of any prior subsurface ground disturbances or environmental

conditions that would affect archaeological recovery Moreover, abandonment of the line

and any salvage of material from its surface which may occur will not affect any potential

archaeological resources The subsurface of the right-of-way was initially disturbed in the

construction of the railroad line by grading and filling. Abandonment and any salvage of

the line which may occur will not result in activities below the surface, or below the level of

initial disturbance.

Follow-Up Information

NSR will provide any relevant and available additional information as required or

appropriate
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Norfolk Southern Railway Company

Abandonment in Norfolk and Virginia Beach, Virginia

Bridge List

Appendix B

MMepost
VB090
VB200
VB280
VB430
VB830

VB1210

Spans
4
6

76
2
10
13

Bridge Type
Timber Trestle
Timber Trestle
Mixed Span
Concrete Box
Timber Trestle
Timber Trestle

Deck
Construction

Open
Open
Open
Ballast
Open
Open

Length
In Feet

52
74

1.014
20

120
162

Year
Constructed

unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown

Name of
Crossing

Ohio Creek
Cedar Creek
Broad Creek

waterway
Thalia Creek

London Bridge
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Marcellus C. Kirchner
Norfolk Southern Corporation Director Strategic Planning
Three Commercial Place (757) 629-2679
Norfolk. Virginia 23510-2191 (757j 823-5807 FAX

June 15.2007

Ms Kathleen Kilpatnck
Virginia Department of Historic Resources
2801 Kensington Avenue
Richmond, VA 23221

RE. STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 293X). Norfolk Southern Railway
Company - Abandonment - in Norfolk. Virginia and Virginia Beach. Virginia

Dear Ms. Kilpatrick'

Norfolk Southern Railway Company soon expects to file with the Surface Transportation
Board a Petition for Exemption seeking authority to abandon 15.34 miles of rail line between
railroad mileposts VB 012 and VB 15.46 in Norfolk and Virginia Beach, Virginia. Enclosed
is a Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected historic effects, as well
as a map of the affected area, a topographical map, and photographs of the structures on
the line

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis
for the Board's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding If you believe any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing,
or rf you have any questions about the Board's environmental review process, please
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E
Street, S W, Washington, D C 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the
above Docket Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines
for processing this action, your written comments (with a copy to us) would be appreciated
as soon as possible Please refer your comments to me by mail at the above address or by
email at marc kirchner@nscorp com

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the histonc impacts of the
contemplated action If there are any questions concerning this proposal, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Marcellus C Kirchner

Enclosures
cc James R Paschall, Esq
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Historic Report
Certificate of Service

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C F R § 1105 8(c), the undersigned
hereby certifies that a copy of the Histonc Report in Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No.
293X) was mailed via first class mail on June 15,2007 to

Ms Kathleen Kilpatnck
Virginia Department of Histonc Resources
2801 Kensington Avenue
Richmond. VA 23221

Marcellus C Kirchner

June 15,2007
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