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The Honorable Vemon Williams, Scerclary

Surface Transportation Board FI LED

395 E St SwW

Washington, DC 20423 JUN ¢ 2 2007
FACE
Dear Sccictary Wilhams TRANSP(S)IJRII‘RTTON BOARD

The Surface Transportation Board's decision scrved May 7, 2007, took the unpreccdented step of
terminating the Board's approval of the National Classification Commuttes's classification-making
agreement (case numbers EP 636-0 and EP 056-1) that has governed the acuvilies of the NCC for over 50
vears On May 18, 2007, the Natinal Motor Freight Traffic Assocition and the NCC requested the STB
to extend the effective date of its decision from September 4, 2007, to November 4, 2008 | understand
that not only the NMFTA's motor carrier members but also many shippers depend upon the NMFC as a
core component of their trinsportation-related systems and operations

The NMFTA nnd NCC have indicated therr interest in revising the classification-making process
as necessary m order to operate without intilrust immunity In view of the mportance of the NMFC (o the
transportation community, and 1n order 1o avord unnecessary disruption to their members and customers
as well as the many other users of the ClassHication while the fundamental changes are made, 1 weuld
vige vou to gve full and fan consideration to the NMFTA and NCC's request for an ¢xiension

It 1s important to notc that the Board's decision does not find that the NC('s classificaton-making
activitics, as conducted under its Secuen 5a Agreement, have ever harmied the pubhe interest §also
beheve that caution and dehiberation should be exercised when changing a status quo of 50-year duration
An cxtension would enable the NMFTA's 1100 meniber carmers (o des clop their new structure and
operatimg procedures while continumg to fulfill therr statutory responsibihity of mamntaming a reasonable
classification It1s my opimon that the amount of ime requested by NMETA 1s appropnate in view of the
magnitude of the task that 1s to be accompleshed

I Jook forward to your ongoing conssderation wn this matter and request that you mnclude these
concems in the public record of this cast Please do not hesitate to contact me if | may be of further
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