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4M1 NORTH PROSPECT PROR1A HEIGHTS. IL ftlftlt

The Honorable VemonA Williams . ' •' ' .
; - Secretary - f . * . . • . • * ' '

Surface Transportation Board ' " • * * • • .
395 E Street S.W. • ' . • : ' - . ' t • ' • ' .

' Washington."D.C. 20423401 • . • ' - '-

RE: SIB Docket No. AB-878 ••". .. r " '• . ' •-" '*
• . .', .Kellar Branch Line, Peoria.HeigtitsJL •

• " - • * "' '. l * " - '
Dear Secretary Williams:.1 / ' '.' ' ' ' .'

1 ' • ".' * ' ", i '
• The Village1 of Peoria ileights recently con^ledtw public meetings to provide . *

• information regarding the fiitore of the Kellar Branch Line through our Village. The
• "''pcesentat ion on March 12,2007 was presented by E^necr Rail Corporation, with specific ' ' - '

information for the possible trolley car line, and also for possible rail service in-Peoria " - '
Heights. An additional meeting was held on March 28.2007, and this meeting was

, presented by the Peoria Park District and '1 rail Advocates. t ' ...
1 "' • i " S ' . •

A great amount of information was provided, and specific conclusions have been made
• by the Board of Trustees and me First, the Tailbacks, and inparticular the grounds - .

surrounding the tracks, are in deplorable condition. The Village of Peoria Heights wants *
(. something positive to be done on the Kellar Branch as quickly as possible: something that '

, .. will be a draw for economic growth. Second, the Village has not had any due'rail freight •
. scnricc'forXnumber of years, and yel our do^ <-r

r to grow and thrive. Additionally, we have not.Rcervedanyrequests.or inquiries from •
_ business fteople for rail service in Peoria Heights. , • •

"' " "* - ' • » " - • " • .. •
Ita! is why we feh that the public forum would be the best course to gather information .
for the possible trolley car line from Peoria, through1 Peoria Heights, and to the Rock •
Island Trail. Because the concept was recent, we believed that we had to address it now.

'*' 'so"as to not impede any progress, that the proposed trail would have. What we-have found
• .from the meetings we had are the following: t .*' • V . ' s ^ .-, .'

1. We have received1 very little public support for the rail, whether it be for freight- .,
'• . anoVbr the proppsod trolley car route. ' • ,

\ ' 2. No local government official or government entity has stepped forward with a- . '
positive response to the proponed trolley car route'. • • • .



olean.lhe'.ralcOTcrpro^^
.'.'• „ *• ;.•'.•: 'w hwe IK> fraght beiiddivwed in Peoria Heights: We have not had freight'deli vered • . . '•'*' -

* ; • - ' " '"'• ̂ for many years, and uuthfull>. have no interest in any freight deliveries b>;rail cor to the"' ' . ' ' ..'"*•"
' /'' '- . Village in the future. V '' -1 • " • • '" *' ' " V ' i ' * ' " ^ '. ' "* \
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Mark B. Allen, certify that the foregoing letter was served on April 5,2007, by
first-class mail, postage prepaid to the following:

William A. Mullins, Esq.
Baker A Milter, PLLC
2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW - Suite 300
Washington, DC 20037

Daniel A. LaKemper, Esq.
Pioneer Industrial Railway Company
1318 S. Johanson Road
Peoria,IL 61607

Thomas F. McFarland
Thomas F. McFarland, PC
208 South LaSalle Street- Suite 1890
Chicago, IL 60604-1112

Carver Lumber Company
8700 North University Street
Peoria,IL 61615

Mack H. Shumate, Jr., Esq.
Union Pacific Railroad Company
101 N. Wacker Drive - Suite 1920
Chicago, IL 60606-1718

J. P. O'Brien
O'Brien Steel Company
1700 Northeast Adams Street
Peoria,IL 61603

Tim Cassidy, Esq.
416 Main Street
Suite 323
Peoria, IL 61602

City of Peoria
Randy Ray, Corporate Counsel
410 Fulton Street
Peoria, IL 61602

John D. Heffner, PLLC
1920 N. Street, NW
Suite 800
Washington DC 20036

Mayor James Ardis
Mayor of Peoria
City of Peoria
410 Fulton Street
Peoria, IL 61602

Bonnie Noble
Executive Director
Peoria Park District
2218 N. Prospect Road
Peoria, IL 61603.

Friends of the Rock Island Rail, Inc.
George M Burner, Jr., President
701 E. Polk Street
Morton, IL 61550-1714

Mayor Mark B. Allen


