
GALLAND, KHARASCH, GREENBERG, FELLMAN &
ATTORNEYS AT LAW I".

CANAL SQUARE 1054 THIRTY-FIRST STREET, NW WASHINGTON, DC 20007-4492 y.
TELEPHONE: 202/342-5200 FACSIMILE: 202/342-5219 V

C,

RICHARD BAR
0EREKA. BLOOM

L HOROWITZ
KATHARtNI-FOSTEB MtYKR

. YOUNGER* WAYZATA.MN 55391
STEVEN JOHN FELLMAN
EDWAKBD. GREEMBBRO
DAVIDK. MONROE
TROVA.ROU

ROBERTN. KHARASCIP
JtjtfM CRAIG WBI.LERP WBLfirat's Dmrer E.MAK.

KEITH G.

*W<rt AOMI nHUN Dt

OOF COUNSEL

March 6,2007

VIA HAND DEUVERY

The Honorable Vernon A. Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company - Abandonment
Exemption - Slatersville Secondary Track (Woonsocket, RI and

- «^t t^ VBlackstone, MA), Docket No, AB-254

Dear Secretary Williams;
^

Enclosed for filing is an original and ten copies of a Notice of Exemption in the above
referenced docket, together with a check made payable to the Board in the amount of $3,100.00,

If you have any questions regarding this filing, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Very truly yours,

Edward D. Greenber

cc; Marie Angelini, Esq.

INTERLAW
An Int&mational Association of /ndependenf Law Firms in Major World Centers



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOAKD

I -

DOCKET NO. AB-254 (SUB-NO. 9X) Xx>

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - SLATERSVILLE SECONDARY TRACK

(WOONSOCKET, RI AND BLACKSTONE, MA)

-î 'O • " - . . . - .
f t * • • ' • "

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

Mary Tanona, Esq.
Marie Angelini, Esq.
Providence and Worcester

Railroad Company
75 Hammond Street
Worcester, MA 01610
Phone; 508-795*0748

Edward D, Greenberg, Esq.
Galtand., Kharasch, Greenberg,

Fellman & Swirsky, P.C.
1054 Thirty-First Street, NW
Washington, DC 20007-4492

.Phone; (202)342-5277

Attorneys for
Providence and Worcester
• Railroad Company

,fc

Date: March 6,2007



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB-254 (SUB-NO. 9X)

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY --
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - SLATERSVILLE SECONDARY TRACK

(WOONSOCKET, RI AND BLACKSTONE, MA)

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

Providence and Worcester Railroad Company ("P&W") submits this verified

Notice of Exemption pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50, Subpart F - Exempt

Abandonments and Discontinuances of Service and Trackage Rights, for an exempt

abandonment of a portion of the Slatersville Secondary Track located in Woonsocket,

Rhode Island from Miiepost 0.85 +/- at the north side of Boyden Street and continuing to

a point that is 1480 +/- feet northerly of the end of the track at Miiepost 0.0 in

Blackstone, Massachusetts,, a total distance of approximately 1.1 miles (the "Line").

Proposed Consummation Pate: 49 C.F.R. S 1152.50M)a)

The abandonment is proposed to be consummated on or after April 26, 2007 (at

least 50 days after filing the Notice of Exemption).

Certification: 49 C.F.R. S 1152.50(b)

P&W certifies that no local traffic has moved over the Line for at least two years,

and that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the Line (or filed by a state

or local governmental entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service

over die Line either is pending with this Board or any U.S. District Court or has been

decided in favor the complainant within the two-year period. P&W further certifies that

there is no overhead traffic on the Line.



Additional Information Required: 49 C.F.R. 1152.22(a)(n (4), (7)-(8) and (e)(4)

(a) General

(a)( 1) The railroad's exact name is Providence and Worcester Railroad

Company,

(a)(2) P&W is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C. Subtitle IV,

Chapter 105,

(a)(3) P&W intends to abandon the Line from Milepost 0,85 +/- in Woonsocket,

Rhode Island and continuing to a point that is 1480 +/- feet northerly of the end of the

track at Milepost 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts, a total distance of approximately 1.1

miles. The Line is located in Providence County, Rhode Island, and Worcester County,

Massachusetts.

(a)(4) A map showing the location of the Line in conjunction with other rail

lines, highways and major roads in the area is attached hereto as Exhibit A and hereby

made a part hereof.

(a)(7) The representative to whom correspondence regarding this abandonment

should be sent is:

Edward D. Greenberg
Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg, Fellman & Swirsky, P.C.
Canal Square
1054 Thirty-First Street, N,W.
Washington, D.C. 20007
Phone: 202-342-5277
Fax; 202-342-5219

(a)(8) ZIP Code. The Line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 02895

and 01504.

(e)(4) Rural and Community Impact. P&W believes that the Line was

originally constructed in the late 19th or early 20th centuries and was used by P&W and its



predecessors primarily to serve local shippers. Very little traffic has moved over the

portion of the Siatersvilie Secondary Track to be abandoned in recent years and no traffic

has moved in the last four years. The right-of-way varies in width from approximately 22

feet to 105 feet, with most of the right-of-way having a width of 82 feet. This track runs

through commercial and industrial areas and a minimal amount of resident areas.

P&W is unaware of any adverse affects on local and existing land use plans. The

various state planning agencies in Rhode Island and Massachusetts have been contacted,

but P&W has received no response to date.

The property proposed for abandonment is not suitable for public purposes such

as roads, highways or other forms of mass transportation, conservation, energy

production or transmission, or recreation because the area is adequately served by

existing roads and utility lines. There will be no increase in rail traffic, rail yard activity

or truck traffic as a result of the proposed action.

There are no shippers on the Line and no commodities have originated or

terminated on the Line for over two years. There is no overhead traffic over the line. No

formal complaint regarding a cessation of service has been filed, is pending with the

Board, or has been decided in favor of a complainant for well over two years.

Based on information in P&W's possession, the line proposed for abandonment

does not contain a federally-granted right-of-way. There will be no effect on regional or

local transportation systems and patterns and no diversion of traffic to other

transportation systems or modes.



Labor Protection

The interests of railroad employees will be protected by the conditions discussed

in Oregon Short Line Railroad Co. - Abandonment - Goshen, 360 ICC 91 (1979),

Certifications

Attached hereto as Exhibit B and hereby made a part hereof is a Certificate of

Service and Publication pursuant to the notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§

1152.50(d)(l), 1105.11 and 1105,12.

Environmental and Historic Report

A copy of the Transmittal Letter of P&W's Combined Environmental and

Historic Report containing the information required by 49 C.F.R §1105.7(e) and 1105,8,

and delivered in accordance with 49 C.F.R. 1105.11, is attached hereto as Exhibit C and

made a part hereof. The Combined Environmental and Historic Report indicates that the

proposed abandonment does not involve historic properties or structures over fifty (50)

years in age.

Respectfully submitted,

Ilidward D. Greenberg
Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,

Fellman & Swirsky, P.C.
Canal Square
1054 Thirty-First Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20007
Telephone: 202-342-5277
Facsimile; 202-342-2311

Mary Tanona, Esq.
Marie Angelini, Esq.



Providence and Worcester
Railroad Company

75 Hammond Street
Worcester, MA 01610
Phone: 508-795*4000

Attorneys for
Providence and Worcester Railroad

Company

Dated: March 6, 2007



VERIFICATION

STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS )
) ss:

COUNTY OF WORCESTER . )

I, Marie A. Angelini, Assistant General Counsel of Providence and Worcester

Railroad Company, declare under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the United States

of America, that I have read the foregoing document and that its assertions are true and

correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. I further declare that I am

qualified and authorized to submit this verification on behalf of Providence and

Worcester Railroad Company. I blow that willful misstatements or omissions of

material facts constitute Federal criminal violations punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001 by

imprisonment up to five years and fines up to $10,000 for each offense. Additionally, I

know that these misstatements are punishable as perjury under 18 U.S.C. 1621, which

provides for fines up to 52,000 or imprisonment up to five years for each offense.

Dated at Worcester, Massachusetts, this 26Ih day of January, 2007.

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant Secretary

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
County of Worcester

On this $k '"day of January, 2007, before me, the undersigned Notary Public, personally
appeared Marie A, Angelini, Assistant Secretary, of Providence and Worcester Railroad
Company, proved to me through satisfactory evidence of identification, which was
personal knowledge to be the person whos'e-name is signed on the preceding or attached
document, and acknowledged to me that;she signed involuntarily for its stated purpose(s).

• • /%''jty/&/r/ J? l^&^f '<£& —(Seal) \ ».. _/ /
Signature of-'Notarv,, , m m ^/f ' ̂  y -My Commission Expires ̂ //^//^Ofy^' i
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE AND PUBLICATION

49 C.F.R. S 1152.5(Kd>a) - Notice

The undersigned certifies that on January 10, 2007 (at least 10 days before a

Notice of Exemption is filed), written notice was given of Providence and Worcester

Railroad Company's intent to use the exemption, notice procedure to abandon the

Slatersville Secondary Track in Providence County, Rhode Island and Worcester County,

Massachusetts in Docket No. AB-254 (Sub-No. 9X). Written notice (copies of which are

attached hereto as Attachment 1) was served on the following:

Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission Massachusetts Department of
89 Jefferson Bvld. Telecommunications
Warwick, RI 02888 1 South Station

Boston, MA 02110

Department of Defense The National Park Service
Military Traffic Management Command Recreation Resources Assistance Division
Transportation Engineering Agency Regional Director
Railroads for National Defense Program U.S. Custom House
720 Thimble Shoals Blvd., Suite 130 200 Chestnut St., Third Floor
Newport News, VA 23606-2575 Philadelphia, PA 19106

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of the Forest Service
4th Floor, N.W., Auditors Building
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250-003

49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 - Transmittal Letter for Applicant's Report

The undersigned certifies that on December 12, 2006 (at least 20 days before a

Notice of Exemption is filed), a Combined Environmental and Historic Report pursuant

to 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8 was served in Docket No. AB-254 (Sub-No. 9X) for

abandonment of the Slatersville Secondary Track in Providence County, Rhode Island

and Worcester County, Massachusetts on the following:



1. State Clearinghouse (or alternate)
2. State Environmental Protection Agency
3. State Coastal Zone Management Agency
4. Head of each County
5. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (regional office)
6. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
7. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
8. National Park Service
9. U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service
10. The National Geodetic Survey
11. State Historic Preservation Office
12. Other Agencies Consulted (as listed)

(The Certificate of Service attached to the Combined Environmental and Historic Report
lists the names and addresses of the federal, state and local agencies served.)

49 CF.lt §1105.12 - Newspaper Notice

The undersigned further certifies that a "Notice of Intent to Abandon" was

published in the form prescribed by the Board for a Notice of Exemption, The notice was

published on time in a major newspaper in the county in which the Line is located as

follows:

County Newspaper Date

Worcester County Milford Daily News January 19, 2007
(Massachusetts)

Providence County The Call January 19,2007
(Rhode Island)

Dated this 26th day of January, 2007.

Marie A, Angelini i
Assistant General Counsel "'"





FOUNDED 1844

January 10,2007

Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Blvd.
Warwick, RI02888

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed
Abandonment of Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On January 26, 2007, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to
abandon a 1,1 +/- mile portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary
Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing a point
that is 1480 +/- feet northerly of the end of the track at Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone,
Massachusetts. The line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 02895 and 01504.
Based on information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights-
of-way.

If there are any questions concerning this proposal, please contact our representative
directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg, who may he
contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007. Any
documentation in the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those
requesting it.

Very truly yours,

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant General Counsel

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER. MA 01610 P.O. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA O1601

TELEPHONE (508)' 755*4000 FAX (SOS) 795-0748



FOUNDED 1844

January 10,2007

Massachusetts Department of Telecommunications
1 South Station
Boston, MA 02110

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed
Abandonment of Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On January 26, 2007, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to
abandon a l.l +/- mile portion of its branch line known as the Slalersville Secondary
Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing a point
that is 1480 +/- feet northerly of the end of the track at Mile Post 0,0 in Blackstone,
Massachusetts, The line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 02895 and 01504.
Based on information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights-
of-way.

If there are any questions concerning this proposal, please contact our., representative
directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg, who may be
contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007. Any
.documentation in the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those
requesting it.

Very truly yours,

Marie A. Angelim
Assistant General Counsel

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER, MA 01610 RO. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA 016O1

TELEPHONE (508) 755^4000 FAX (508) 795-0748



FOUNDED 1844

January 10,2007

Department of Defense
Military Traffic Management Command
Transportation Engineering Agency
Railroads for National Defense Program
720 Thimble Shoals Blvd., Suite 130
Newport News, VA 23606-2575

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed
Abandonment of Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On January 26, 2007, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to
abandon a 1.1 +/- mile portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary
Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing a point
that is 1480 +/- feet northerly of the end of the track at Mile Post 0.0 in Bkckstone,
Massachusetts. The line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 02895 and 01504.
Based on information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights-
of-way.

If there are any questions concerning this proposal, please contact our representative
directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg, who may be
contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Felhnan & Swirsky, P.O., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007, Any
documentation in the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those
requesting it.

Very truly yours,

"
' /

—*"VL

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant General Counsel

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER, MA 01610 P.O. BOX 16551. WORCESTER, MA O1601

TELEPHONE (508) 755MOOO FAX (SOS) 795-0748



FOUNDED 1844

January 10, 2007

The National Park Service
Recreation Resources Assistance Division
Regional Director
U.S. Custom House
200 Chestnut St., Third Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed
Abandonment of Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam;

On January 26, 2007, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to
abandon a 1,1 +/- mile portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary
Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing a point
that is 1480 +/- feet northerly of the end of the track at Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone,
Massachusetts. The line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 02895 and 01504,
Based on information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights-
of-way.

If there are any questions concerning this proposal, please contact our representative
directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg, who may be
contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, KJharasch, Greenberg,
Fellraan & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007. Any
documentation in the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those
requesting it.

Ver^traly yours

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant Genera] Counsel

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER, MA 01610 P.O. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA O1601

1 TELEPHONE (5O8) 755-4000 FAX (508) 795-0748



FOUNDED 1844

January 10, 2007

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of Forest Service
4th Floor, N.W., Auditors Building
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250-0003

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed
Abandonment of Portion of Siatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On January 26, 2007, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to
abandon a 1.1 +/- mile portion of its branch line known as the Siatersville Secondary
Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing a point
that is 1480 +/- feet northerly of the end of the track at Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone,
Massachusetts, The line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 02895 and 01504.
Based on information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights-
of-way.

If there are any questions concerning this proposal, please contact our representative
directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg, who may be
contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kbarasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007. Any
documentation in the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those
requesting it.

Very truly yours,

n, A. ~^—<~***(.~*tZ£\ fj^1^—*^-
AMarie A. Angelini /\

Assistant General Counsel ^

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER. MA 01610 P.O. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA 01601

TELEPHONE (SOS) 755-4000 FAX (508) 795-0748



NEWSPAPER
NOTICES



D-2 - THE CALL, Friday, January 19. 2007 CLASSIFIED ADS: 401
v 'or

parcel of land with all the
buildings and improve
ments thereon sftuatpfl
on School Street in the
Toym of. North Smith-
field, County of Provi-
dence, State of Rhode
Island designated at Lot
33 on Assessor's Plat 5.

If you desire to make
any objection of defense
to said petition you or
your attorney must file a
written appearance and
answer, under oath, set-
ting forth clearly and
specifically your objec-
tions or defense to each
part of said petition, in
fhs office of the Super-
.ior Court in Providence
on or before the 15th
day "of February next,
that you may then and
there show cause, if any,
why the prayer of. the
petition should not be

Unless your appearance
is filed by or for you,
your default will be re-
corded, the said petition
will be taken as con-
fessed and you will be
forever barred from
contesting said petition
or. any decree entered
there on. And in addition
to the usual service ot
this .notice as required
by law, it is ordered that
the foregoing citation be
published forthwith
once each week for
three successive weeks
in. the THE WOQN-
SOCKET CALL a news-
paper published in said
County ol Providence
VIZ January 12,19,26,
2007.

Phyllis-Warner
pfijput^CJerk

LEGAL NOTICES
INFORMATION

Legal Notices may be
mailed to:
LEGAL NOTICES, The
Gail, 75 Main Street, Box
A, Woonsocket, R.I.

Providence and Worcester
Railroad Company

Providence and Worcester Railroad Company
gives notice that on or about January 26,2007,
it intends to file with the Surface Transportation
Board, Washington, D.C. 20423, a notice.of
exemption under 49 C.F.R. 1152 Subpart F
Exempt Abandonments permitting the
abandonment of a 1.1 mile line of railroad
known as the Slatersville Secondary Track,
between railroad .milepost 0.85 .+/•- in
Woonsockel, Rhode Island, which traverses
•through United States Postal Service ZIP Code
02895, and a point that is 1480 +/- feet
northerly of the end of the track at railroad
milepost 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts,
which traverses through United States Postal
Service ZIP Code 01504 in Providence County,
Rhode Island and Worcester County,
Massachusetts.
The Board's Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA).will generally prepare an Environmental
Assessment <EA), which will normally be
available 25 days after the filing of the notice of
exemption. Comments on .environmental and
energy matters should be filed no later than 15
days after the EA becomes available to the
public and will be addressed in a. Board
decision. Interested persons may obtain a copy
of the EA or make inquiries regarding
environmental matters by writing to the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, Washington,
D.C. 20423 or by calling that office at (202)
565-1545.
Appropriate offers of financial assistance to
continue rail service can be filed with the
Board. Requests for environmental conditions,
public use conditions, or rail.bankmg/trails use
also can be filed with the Board. An original
and 10 copies of any pleading that raises
matters other than environmental .issues (such
as trail use, public use, and offers of financial
assistance) must be filed directly with,the
Board's Office of the Secretary, 1925 K Street,
N.W,, Washington, D.C. 20423 (See 49 C.F.R.
1.104.1 (aj and 11p4.3(a}), and one copy must
be served on applicants' representative (See 49
C.F.R. 1104:12(3)}. Questions regarding offers
of financial assistance, public use or trails use
may be directed to the Board's Office of
Congressional and Public Services at (202)
565-1594. Copies of any comments or
requests for conditions should be served on
the applicant's representative:

Edward D. Greenberg
Galland, Kharascti, Green berg,

Feilman&Swirsky, P.C.
1054 Thirty-First Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20007
.Phone:202-342-5277

FORD Taurus 2002'SE, 80k
miles, n«wtiattery& tires,
excellent shapo. $5000-
401-7W-2274

PDWTIAC BunnlvlHo '97,
auto, a/c, 6 cyt.. full
power, 1 owner, vary
cl«an.$3498.301-696l

133 Junk Cars
Wanted

$100.00 CASH paid for junk
, trucks a cars.' Brlrm lo ii
Privilege ' St., Woon-
socket, Rl. D & J Auto

AA All AUTOS & TRUCKS
WAHTED1I MA/RI $25 -
$100 FREE SAME DAYRE-

AAAutos. irucks, $511 & up!
FREE tow! Scrap metals
irnrrrauiate removal, 7
ti*ys.5Da-:i69-8312

JUNK Cars & Trucks
wanted, cash paid $7S •*,
free' removal, 401-965-
8949

123 Autos For Sale

Each Apartm

Now Electric Range
New Refrigerator
Garbage disposal
Intercom System

Some other amen
Fully equipped

Walking distaii
bank.sctiool
LoftSlyto*

Ort-Site Mat
24hour emerge!

Just Imaglno .-J
all at a rent afti

Rental
1BR-I
2BR-4

. 3BR-S

Applications tor 1h*» n
auatlable by contacting th
ing at (401) M7-H07.
available for qualified ap|

APPLICANTS MUST MEET

123 Autos For Sale

, Call Our Classified D

401-766-3



MHJiQRf) DAILY NEWS • FRIDAY, JANUARY 19,

FROM THE LOCAL FRONT

For rnortflaffor'B(a') lltle see d&ed
recorded witti Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds in Book 34403. Page 338.

These pramfeKw wtt be sold and ew
wyed subject to and wflh the benefit
of all rights, rights ol way, restric-
tions, eawmentt, covenants, liens or
claims 'in the nature ol liens,
Improvements, public aase-samefttB,
any and an unpaid taxes* tax WJw,
tax liens, water and MMW tons tind
any other munMpof ttaannmimtt «
Hens or existing *ncumb*atwe* of
record which are In tore* and «m
applicable, having priority wet sett
mortgage. whether ot not refenmcxi
to such restrictions, easements,,
improvements, tten$ or encum-
brances is masto in the deed,

SECONDARY"

Secretary. 1925 K Stroel, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20423 (See 49
CfJt 1 lM.1(a) and 1 104.3(n)), and
one copy mum bo served on appli-
cant's nprtwentatlve {Sao 49 C.F.R.
M04.12{a». Qusstlons regarding
oflew of financial assistsncs, public

i we or IraHs use may be directed lo
; Hw Board's Office of Congressional
I snd Public Services at (202} 565-

1594. Copies of any comments or
requests for condlllons should be
served on the uppllcanl's reprasonta-

Edward D.
Gallsnd, Kharasch.

FeUman & Swireky, P.C.
1054 TWrtH^M Street, M.W-

, D,C. 20007
202-342-627?

TRACK

Providence and Worcester Rntlroad
Company gives notice lhat on .or
about January 26, 2007, It Intends to
file with the Surface Transportation
Board, Washington, D.C. 20423, .a
notice of exemption under 49 C.F.FL
1152 Subpart F - Exempt
Abandonment permitting the aban-
donment ofa 1.1 -mRe tine of railroad
Nnown as ttia-SlertsrsvltlB Secondary
Track, between railroad milepost
0.85 */- In Woonsockst, Rhode
Island, which Iravorses Ihrough
United States Postal Service ZIP
Code 021195, and a point that IB 14BO
W~ loaf northarly of the end ol the
trsck at talltoab milepost 0.0 In
Blackstone, Massachusetts, which
traverses through United Sinles
Pustnl Service ZIP Coda 01504 in
Providencs County. Rhode Island
and Worcester County.
Massacfiuseits.

Ths Board's Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA) will
generally prepares Environmental
Assessment (£A) whkjh will normally
be available 25 days sftorth* flllng iif
tfw notice of exemption. Comments
on environmental and energy matters
should be Wed no later tnan 15 days
after ih« EA becomes available to
the public and win b« addreaaed in a
Board decision. Interested persons
may oblain a copy o( Ihe EA or make
Inqulrias regarding environmental
matters by writing to Iho Section of
EnwlronmentHl Analysis (SEA),
Surface Trans portal tori Board,
Washington, D,C. 20423 or by calling
that Olflce at (202) 565-1 545. '

Appropriate oflere of flnandel nssle-
tance to continue rail service can be
filed with the Board, Requests for
environmental conditions, publte use
conditions, or rail banking/trails use
also can be filed With the Board. An

"original and 10 copies ot any plead-
ing that' raises matters other than
environmental Issues (such as trail

• use, public use, anil offers of finan-
cial assistance), roust 'be flted dlratJty
with trm Board's Office of the'

ADtl 1228325
MDN 1/19*07

In addition, you must lite a written
affidavit of objections to lire petition,
slating specific facts and grounds
upon which the objection IB baaad,
wllhln thirty [30} days after Ihe relum
day (or sucfi olher time as ths court,
on motion with ncttee to Itie petition-
er, may allow) in accordance wllh
Probeta Ruls 1B,

.WITNESS, HON. DAVID H. KOPEL-
MAN, ESQUIRE, First Justice ot
said Court at CANTON this day,
January 10,8007.

Patrick W. McDormott
Register ol Probate

AD#11228761
MDN V19/0?

20 ARCHER AVE
LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF TO6 TRIAL

COURT

Case No, 335421 \

Toi Henry 3. Bsrtulll and Michelle'
BertufH and to all persons sntltled to;
the benefit'of the Servlcemembsrs;
CMl Relief Acl: Mortgage Electronic1!
Registration Systems, Inc. ("MERS")j
sorely as nominee lor Lender,
(Countrywide Home Loans, Inc.f and;
Lenders successors and assigns;
claiming to be the holder ol mortgage)
covering real property In Mllfoid,,!
n urn bored 20 Archai Avenue olven:
by Henry S. Bertulll and Miwelle
Bo'rtulll to Mortgage Electronic]
Registration Systems, Inc. (*MERS")i
solely ns nominee for Lender!
{Countrywide Home loans, Inc.) and'
Londers successors' and assigns;
dated December 06, 2005, recorded
In tho Worcester County (Worcester1

District) Registry of Deeds in Book1

37891, Page 110 has filed wttti saWi
court a complalnl for authority to.
foreclose said mortgage In the mnn-
rior following: by entry and |>osHe9-'
sion and exorcMw of power ol sals.

II you am entitled to the bsnafits of



EXHIBIT C



BEFORE THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB DOCKET NO. AB-254 (SUB-NO.

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - SLATERSVILLE SECONDARY TRACK

(WOONSOCKET, RI AND BLACKSTONE, MA)

COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORICAL REPORT

Providence & Worcester Railroad Company ("P&W") is proposing to abandon: a

portion of the track known as the Slalersville Secondary Track in Woonsocket, Mode

Island from Mile Post 0.85 +/- at the north side of Boyden Street and continuing to a

point that is 1480.3 +/- feet northerly of the end of track at Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone,

Massachusetts, a total distance of approximately 1.1 miles., a portion of which is located

lying within Providence County, Rhode Island, and the remainder of which is located in

Worcester County, Massachusetts, in United States Postal Service zip codes 02895

(Woonsocket) and 01504 (Blackstone). In regard thereto., P&W submits this Combined

Environmental and Historical Report in compliance with the reporting requirements of

the Surface Transportation Board regulations at 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8.

(1) Proposed action and alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported* the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed
action. Include a reasonable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

Response:

P&W proposes to abandon a portion of the track known as the Slatersville

Secondary Track from Mile Post 0.85 at the north side of Boyden Street in Woonsocket.,



Rhode Island, to the end of the line, 1480.3 +/- feet northerly of the end of track at Mile

Post 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts, a total distance of approximately 1.1 miles.

No traffic has moved over this line, in either local or overhead service, for at least

the past four years and P&W is not aware that any user of rail service has filed any

formal complaint with the Board or any U.S. District Court regarding cessation of service

over the line.

There are no reasonable alternatives to the proposed abandonment, as there is no

further need for rail service along the subject track.

P&W intends to abandon in place track materials, such as rails arid ties, and to

leave the underlying roadbed intact. P&W does not intend to perform any activities that

would cause sedimentation or erosion of the soil.

A copy of a map reflecting the track being abandoned is attached as Attachment

1.

(2) Transportation system. Describe the effects of the proposed action on
regional or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic
(passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a
result of the proposed action.

Response:

The proposed abandonment would have a minimal effect on regional or local

transportation systems or patterns. As explained above, there has been no local or

overhead rail service over this line for at least the last four years.

(3) Land use.

(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies,
state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.
Describe any inconsistencies.



Response:

P&W has reviewed planning documents of the area of the proposed abandonment

and believes the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Nonetheless,

the Rhode Island Department of Administration Statewide Planning Program for the State

of Rhode Island ("RIDOA") and the Massachusetts Executive Office of Communities &

Development ("Mass Clearinghouse") were notified by letters dated November 22 and

December 12,2006, respectively, of the proposed abandonment. (See Attachments 2 and

3.) Although RIDOA did respond on December 8, 2006 (See Attachment 2), as of the

date of this report, the Mass Clearinghouse has not responded. P&W will provide the

Board with copies of any responses it receives.

In addition, P&W notified the City of Woonsocket, Rhode Island and the Town of

Blackstone, Massachusetts of the proposed abandonment in letters dated November 22

and December 12, 2006. (See Attachments 4 and 5.) Although the City of Woonsocket

responded in a letter dated December 12, 2006 (Attachment 4), there has been no

response from the Town of Blackstone. P&W will provide the Board with copies of any

responses it receives.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, stale
the effect of the proposed action on any prime agricultural, land

Response:

The United States Department of Agriculture., Natural Resource Conservation

Service ("NRCS"), was notified of the proposed abandonment by letter dated December

12, 2006. (See Attachment 6.) As of the date of this report, the NRCS has not

responded. P&W will provide the Board copies of any response it receives,

(in) If the action effects land or water uses -within a designated coastal
zone, include the coastal zone information required by § J105.9.



Response:

The Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council ("Council") and the

Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management Program ("Mass CZMP") were notified by

letters dated December 12, 2006 of the proposed abandonment. (See Attachments 7 and

8.) As of the date of this report, neither the Council nor the Mass CZMP has responded.

P&W will provide the Board copies of any responses it receives.

fiv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the
right-of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and
explain why.

Response:

P&W is not aware that the right-of-way proposed for abandonment is suitable for

alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905. Although the relevant state agencies

have been notified of P&Ws proposal to abandon this track., no agency has indicated that

it has an interest in using the property for any alternative public use.

(4) Energy.

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources.

Response:

No traffic has moved over the line over the past four years has and P&W is not

aware of any potential need for rail sendee,, so that the proposed abandonment will have

no effect on the transportation of energy resources.

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

Response:

No traffic has moved over the line over the past four years, so that the proposed

abandonment will have no effect on recyclable commodities.



(Hi) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall, energy efficiency and explain why,

Response:

The proposed action will have no effect on overall energy efficiency, as there

have been no rail shipments on this track over the past four years.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor
carriage of more, than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the-
affected Line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and
show (fie data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given.

Response:

As there have been no rail shipments over this track in the past 4 years, the

proposed abandonment will not cause any diversion of rail traffic to motor carriage.

(5) Air.

(i) If the proposed action will result in either:

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in gross ton
miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of
rail line affected by the proposal, or

. (B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100% (measured by carload
activity), or

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the average
daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the
anticipated effect on air emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. § 10901
(or § 10505) to construct a new line or re-institute service over a previously
abandoned line, only the eight train, a day provision in §§ (5)(i)(A) will apply.

Response!

(i) As there have been no rail shipments over this track in the past four years,

the proposed abandonment will not result in any increase in rail traffic, any increase in

rail yard activity, or any increase in truck traffic.



(ii) If the proposed action affects a class 1 or non-attainment area under
the Clear Air Act, and will result in either:

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail
line,

(B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 20% (measured by carload
activity), or

(C)an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the average
daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether
any expected increased emissions are within the parameters established by the
State Implementation Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S,C.
§ 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505), or a case involving the reinstitution of
service over a previously abandoned line, only the three train a day threshold
in this item shall apply.

Response:

(ii) As there have been no rail" shipments on this track over the past four years.,

the proposed abandonment will not result in any increases in rail or truck traffic or rail

yard activity.

(in) If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide
andfreon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of
service; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety
record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and spills; contingency
plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of
ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or derailment.

Response:

(iii) As no traffic that has moved over the line in the past four years, the

proposed abandonment does not involve or affect the transportation of ozone depleting

materials.

(6) Noise. If any of the thresholds identified in item (5) ft) of this section are
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause:

fi) an incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more
or



(ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the
noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

Response:

The thresholds identified in item (5)(i) will not be surpassed.

(7) Safety.

(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).

Response:

The proposed abandonment will have no adverse effect on public health or safety;

to the contrary, the elimination of several existing grade crossings will have a positive

effect on public safety.

(if) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the
extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency
plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of
hazardous materials,

Response:

The proposed abandonment does not, involve or affect the transportation of

hazardous materials.

(in) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.

Response:

P&W's records do not indicate that there are any hazardous waste sites, or sites

where there have been hazardous material spills, on the track that is proposed for

abandonment.



(8) Biological resources.

ft) Based on consultation with (he U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

Response:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was notified by the proposed abandonment by

letter dated December 12, 2006 and responded by tetter dated January 3, 2006. (See

Attachment 9.)

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks
or forests will be affected, and describe any effects,

Response:

P&W does not believe the proposed abandonment will affect any wildlife

sanctuaries or refuges, National or Suite parks or forests. The U.S.D.A. Natural Resource

Conservation Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service were notified of the

proposed abandonment by letters dated December 12, 2006. (See Attachments 6 and 9.)

As of the date of this report, no response has been received in regard to the proposed

abandonment from the U.S.D.A. Natural Resource Conservation Service. However, the

U.S. Fish and Wildlife service advised that there were no adverse effects on wildlife due

to the proposed abandonment. (See Attachment 9.) P&W will provide the Board copies

of any responses it receives.

(9) Water.

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether
the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

Response:

The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management ("RIDEM") and

the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection ("Mass DEP") were notified

8



of the proposed abandonment on December 12, 2006. (See Attachments 10 and 11.) As

of the date of this report, no response has been received from these agencies. P&W will

provide the Board with copies of any response it receives.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state
whether permits under section. 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are
required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe effects.

Response:

The U.S. Army Corp. of Engineers was notified of the proposed abandonment by

letter dated December 12, 2006. (See Attachment 12.) As of the date of this report, no

response has been received. P&W will provide the Board with copies of responses it

receives.

(Hi) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental protection
agency or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits are
required.)

Response:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,, the RIDEM and Mass DEP were

notified of the proposed abandonment by letters dated December 12, 2006, (See

Attachments 13, 10 and 11.) As of the date of this report, no response has been received.

P&W will provide the Board with copies of any responses it receives.

(JO) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

Response:

, There have been no rail shipments on this track in the past four years. The

proposed abandonment will accordingly not have any adverse environmental impacts in

the area and no mitigating action will be necessary.



(11) National Geodetic Survey.

Response:

By letter dated December 12, 2006, P&W notified the National Geodetic Survey

of the proposed abandonment, (See Attachment 14.)

10



HISTORIC REPORT
49 C.F.R. S 1105.80))

(1) Map.

A U.S.G.S. topographic map showing the location of the portion of the

Slatersville Secondary Track proposed to be abandoned is attached hereto as Appendix 1.

There are no railroad structures, other than track, that are 50 years old or older.

(2) Description of Line.

The portion of the Slatersville Secondary Track proposed to be abandoned runs

from Mile Post 0.85 to a point 1408.3 +/- feet beyond the end of track at Mile Post 0.0, a

distance of approximately 1.1 miles. The right-of-way varies in width from

approximately 22 feet to 105 feet with most of the right-of-way having a width of 82 feet.

This track runs through commercial and industrial areas and a minimal residential area.

(3) Photographs.

There are no railroad structures on these branches that are 50 years old or older.

(4) Information on Structures.

The right-of-way that is proposed for abandonment has been operated by P&W

since 1973, although it was not acquired by P&W until 1982. Based on information in

P&W's files, the company believes that the line was originally constructed in the late

nineteenth (19th) or early twentieth (20th) centuries and was used by P&W and its

predecessors primarily to serve local shippers. Very little traffic has moved over the

portion of the Slatersville Secondary Track to be abandoned in recent years, and no

traffic has moved in the past four years.

11



(5) Brief History of Operations.

No operational changes by P&W are contemplated as a result of the proposed

abandonment of these affected portions of the Slatersville Secondary Track.

(6) Engineering Documents.

Not applicable. There are no railroad structures on the portion of the Slatersville

Secondary Track that is proposed for abandonment that are 50 years old or older, other

than track. P&W does not believe, based on readily available information in its

possession, that the track proposed for abandonment meets the criteria for listing on the

National Register of Historic Places. Further, P&W does not believe that there is a

likelihood of archaeological resources or any other previously unknown historic

properties in the project area. The Rhode Island Historical Preservation and Heritage

Commission ("RI Historical Commission") and the Massachusetts Historical

Commission ("Mass Historical Commission") were notified by letters dated December

12, 2006 of the proposed abandonment. (See Attachments 15 and 16.) As the date of this

report., no response has been received in regard to the proposed abandonment. P&W will

provide the Board copies with any response it receives.

(7) Historic Criteria,

P&W does not believe, based on readily available information in its possession,

that the portion of track proposed for abandonment meets the criteria for listing on the

National Register of Historic Places. Further, P&W does not believe that there is a

likelihood of archaeological resources or any other previously unknown historic

properties in the project area. The Rt Historical Commission and the Mass Historical

Commission were notified by letters dated December 12, 2006 of the proposed

12



abandonment. (See Attachments 12 and 13.) As the date of this report., no response has

been received in regard to the proposed abandonment. P&W will provide the Board

copies of any responses it receives.

(8) Ground Disturbances,

Based on readily available information in its possession, P&W does not know of

any other sub-surface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (natxirally

occurring or rnan-rnade) that might affect the archaeological recovery of resources and

the surrounding terrain.

250222
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November 22, 2006

State of Rhode Island FOUNDED 1844
Department of Administration
Statewide Planning Program
Division of Planning
One Capitol Hill -4th Floor
Providence, RI02908

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On December 29, 2006, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile
portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0,85 +/- and continuing to a point that is 1480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts, Attached is an environmental and historic report
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historic effects, as well as a map
of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect., if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or i f you have any questions about the
Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 565-1500.
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,

your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C, 20007.

Very truly yours

Marie A. Angelim
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET. WORCESTER. MA 01610 P.O. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA 01601

TELEPHONE (508) 755-4000 FAX (SOS) 795-0748



STATE OF REODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

Department of Administration
STATEWIDE PLANNING PROGRAM
One Capitol Hill
Providence, RI 02908 - 5872

December 8, 2006

Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20423

RE; Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of Portion of
Slatersville Secondary Track in Woonsocket> RI

Dear Madam or Sir:

We are in receipt of a letter dated November 22, 2006 from the Providence and Worcester
Railroad Company (P&W) notifying us of their intent to abandon a portion of the Slatersville
Secondary Track, Our comments on the draft Combined Environmental and Historical
Report were requested.

Page 3 of the report, item (3)(iv) states "If the proposed action is an abandonment, state
whether or not the right-of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. Section
10905 and explain why." The response provided by P&W states "P&W is not aware that the
right-of-way proposed for abandonment is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C.
Section 1.0905."

The City of Woonsocket is currently conducting a Commuter Rail Feasibility Study, funded
through RI Statewide Planning using PL funds from the Federal Highway Administration.
The project began in August 2006. An Advisory Committee established for this study
includes a representative of the P&W, The study will determine the feasibility of the
establishment or re-establishment of passenger rail service from Woonsocket to Boston,
Providence, and Worcester. The service to Boston could potentially be run on the tracks
proposed for abandonment. The study is anticipated to be completed by June of 2007. Major
findings will likely be available before that date. Until the study is complete or substantially
complete, it is premature to determine whether or not the right-of-way is suitable for future
public use.

Additionally, several elements of the State Guide Plan, adopted by the State Planning
Council, contain statements and policies that are relevant to this proposed action.



TRANSPORTATION 2025, State Guide Plan Element 611,2004

LU.2.d Promote protection of property and rights of way to secure the long term
transportation needs of the state, (p. 80)

LU.3.q Acquire and preserve active and abandoned rail rights-of-way for future
transportation use. These include the Pontiac Secondary, the Newport Secondary, and
others designated in the Freight Rail Plan, They can have multiple uses over the long
term. (p. 82)

FREIGHT RAIL PLAN, State Guide Plan Element 661,1993

"In situations where the track is removed or conditions dictate that viable passenger or
freight rail service cannot be re-established^ rail right-of-way should be land banked
by the state, Public ownership can make these rights-of-way available for other
interim transportation options., recreational use, open space, or other public purposes.
Linear rights-of-way have proven their value when converted to such uses as bike
paths and utility corridors for telecommunications, pipelines, and electric power
transmission," (p. 7.2)

INDUSTRIAL LAND USE PLAN, State Guide Plan Element 212,2001

This plan identifies the industrial area served, or formerly served, by the portion of
the track to be abandoned in Woonsocket as having "moderate potential" for
expanded industrial use. The industrial area straddles the track and comprises 42
acres, 39 of which are in industrial use and three vacant (ie., undeveloped). Rail
access and proximity to a state highway are considered amenities in the Industrial
Land Use Plan; this area has both, in addition to being fulry serviced with utilities.

The Statewide Planning Program respectfully requests deferral of any action by the Surface
Transportation Board until the Study has been completed and the re-use potential of this
corridor has been fully examined.

Sincerely,

Kevin Flynn
Assockte Director

Cc; Edward D. Greenberg, Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg, Fellman & Swirsky, P.C.
Marie A, Angelini, Providence & Worcester Railroad Company
Ralph Rkzo, Federal Highway Administration
Steve Devine, RI Department of Transportation
Mayor Susan Menard, City of Woonsocket
Joel Matthews, City of Woonsocket
Catherine Ady, City of Woonsocket
George Johnson, Bruce ViJd, Katherine Trapani





December 12,2006

FOUNDED 1844

Massachusetts Executive Office of Communities & Development
I Congress Street
Tenth Floor
Boston, MA 02114

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of Portion of
Slatersvillc Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On December 29,2006, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface Transportation
Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile portion of its branch line known
as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing to
a point that is 1480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts.
Attached is an environmental and historic report describing the proposed action and any expected environmental
and/or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the STB's
independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading or incorrect, if you
believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the Board's environmental review
process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K
Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 565-1500. Because the applicable statutes and regulations
impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our
representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic preservation
impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal, please contact our
representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg, who may be contacted by
telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg, Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-
First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007.

Very truly yours, ^,.

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant General Counsel

Enci°TO>VIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER. MA 01610

TELEPHONE (508) 75S--4000
P.O. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA 01601

FAX (508) 795-0748
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November 22,2006
FOUNDED 1844

City of Woonsocket
169 Mam Street
Woonsocket, ILL 02895

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of SlatersviUe Track

Dear Sir or Madam;

On December 29, 2006, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board C'STB'1) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile
portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0,85 +/- and continuing to a point that is 1480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts. Attached is an environmental and historic report
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historic effects, as weU as arnap
of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB*s independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the

1 Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C, 20423, telephone (202) 565-1500.
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,
your written comments to SEA (with a copy to ou^ representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action, If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007.

Very tndy yours.

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
o

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER. MA 01610 P.O. BOX 16561. WORCESTER, MA 01601

TELEPHON E (SQffj 755*4000 FAX (506) 795-0748



CITY OF WOONSOCKET, RHODE ISLAND
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

December 12, 2006

Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
L 925 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20423

RE: Providence & Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of Portion of Slatersvilie
Secondary Track in Woonsocket, RI

Dear Madam or Sir:

I am writing this letter in response to the proposal by the Providence & Worcester Railroad
Company (P&W) to abandon a portion of the Slatersville Secondary Track in Woonsocket, RI. 'I have
had the opportunity to review their draft combined environmental and historical report, dated
November 22, 2006. Please now allow me to address some of the comments provided and to provide
you with additional information, which was omitted from the abandonment proposal.

Under section (1) entitled, Proposed action and alternatives, P&W writes, "there are no
reasonable alternatives to the proposed abandonment, as there is no further need for rail service along
the subject, track." On this point the City of Woonsocket ardently disagrees. In August 2006, the City
initiated a Commuter Rail Feasibility Study. Under this study, this portion of the Slatersville
Secondary Track is the key to connecting Woonsocket and Northern Rhode Island to existing
commuter vail lines with service to Boston and it may be that this feasibility study will show that the
use of this subject track for commuter rail service is a reasonable alternative. This study is funded
through the RI Statewide Planning Program with funds from the Federal Highway Administration and
will be completed before June 2007.

Under section (2) entitled, Transportation system. P&W writes, "the proposed abandonment
would have a minimal effect: on regional or local transportation systems or patterns." While it is true
that this portion of the Slatersville Secondary Track is hot now tied into an existing regional or local
transportation systems, it is attached to an intact rail corridor in Massachusetts, and the potential exists
to reconnect this section of track to a regional system, tt is because- of this potential, that the city
sought and received federal funding to explore this transportation opportunity.

Under section (3) entitled, Land use, P&W writes that the proposed abandonment is
"consistent: with existing land use plans." I have had the opportunity to review a number of state arid
local lane! use plans and based on this review, I must respectfully disagree with P&W's assessment
that the proposed abandonment is consistent with existing land use plans. The City of Woonsocket's
Comprehensive Plan states "the.return of passenger rail service connecting Woonsocket wi th . . .Boston
is a desirable goal for the future. The City should oppose any proposals to dismantle, or cause to be
removed from future service, any existing railroad righls-of-way that, would be needed for the return of

FORWARD WOONSOCKET
"A CITY ON THE MOVE"

169 MAIN STREET » WOONSOCKET, RHODE ISLAND 028954379 • TELEPHONE (401) 762-6400 • FAX (401) 766-9312



these passenger routes.11 The State of Rhode Island's Transportation 2025 plan, Freight Rail plan, and
Industrial Land Use plan, all contain language that strongly supports the preservation of existing rail
rights-of-way.

Also under section (3)., Land use, P&W writes that they are "not aware that the right-of-way
proposed for abandonment is suitable for alternative public use." Part of the City's Commuter Rail
Feasibility Study included the creation of a Project Advisory Committee. A representative from P&W
sits on this committee. This committee assists the City over the course of the project, as we assess the
potential for using the Slaters ville Secondary Track for the expansion of commuter rail service in the
area.

Thank you for providing the City of Woonsocket with the opportunity to comment on the
proposed abandonment of the Slatersville Secondary Track. Examining the commuter rail reuse
potential of this portion of track is a great priority for the City. This feasibility study has generated a
high level of interest in the local community and has gained the support of numerous community
groups and neighboring towns and cities., as evidenced by high attendance at our public meetings and
through positive press coverage in local and state newspapers (copies enclosed). Because of the
possibility for commuter rail reuse of this section of track, the City of Woonsocket respectfully
requests that any decision regarding the abandonment of the Slatersville Secondary Track be put off
until the City can complete its Commuter Rail Feasibility Study. This study is being completed by the
firm of Edwards and Kelcey, one of the leading transportation planning and engineering firms in the
area. By June 2007 this study will be complete and the true potential for reuse of this line will be
known. The City of Woonsocket appreciates your attention in this matter. If you have any questions
regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to contact me directly, I may be reached at 401-767-1418.

Sincerely,

Catherine Ady
City Planner

cc: Edward D. Greenberg, Gal land, Kharasch, Greenberg, Fell man & Swirsky, P.C. "^
Marie A. Angel ini, Providence & Worcester Railroad Company
Ralph Rizzo, Federal Highway Administration
Steve Devine, RI Department of Transportation
Mayor Susan D. Menard, City of Woonsocket
Joel D. Mathews, Director of Planning and Development
Kevin Flynn, RI Statewide Planning Program
Katherine Trapani, RI Statewide Planning Program
David Nelson, Edwards and Kelecy





December 12,2006
FOUNDED 1844

Town of Blackstone
15 St. Paul Street
Blackstone, MA 01504

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On January 12, 2007, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile
portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing to a point that is 1480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts. Attached is an environmental and historic report
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historic effects, as well as a map
of the affected area,

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or i f you have any questions about the
Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 565-1500.
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,
your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C 20007.

Very truly yours.,

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER, MA O1610 P.O. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA 01601

TELEPHONE (5O8) 755*4000 FAX (5O8) 795-0748





December 12,2006
FOUNDED 1844

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Natural Resource Conservation Service
Rhode Island State Office/Service Center
60 Quaker Lane, Suite 46
Warwick, RI02886

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of SlatersvHte Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On December 29, 2006, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile
portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0,85 +/• and continuing to a point that is 1480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0,0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts. Attached is an environmental and historic report
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historic effects, as well as a map
of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 5654500.
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,

your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007,

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant General Counsel

AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER, MA 01610 P.O. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA 01601

TELEPHONE (508) 755^4000 FAX (508) 795-0748





December 12,2006
FOUNDED 1844

Executive Director ^
Coastal Resources Management Council v

Stedman Office Building
4808 Tower Hill Road
Wakefield,RI 02879

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On December 29, 2006, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile
portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing to a point that is 1480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts. Attached is an environmental and historic report:
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historic effects, as well as a map
of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 565-1500.
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,

your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellrnan & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007.

Very truly yours,

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER, MA O1610 P.O. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA 01601

TELEPHONE (508) 755>4000 FAX (508) 795-0748





December 12, 2006
FOUNDED 1844

Massachusetts Coastal Zone ManagemenkProgram ^
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs
251 Causeway Street
Eighth Floor
Boston, MA 02114

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On December 29, 2006, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile
portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket> Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing to a point that is 1480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts. Attached is an environmental and historic report
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historic effects, as well as a map
of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 565-1500.
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,

your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C, 20007.

Very truly yours,

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER. MA 01610 P.O. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA 01601

TELEPHONE (508) 755^4000 FAX (SOB) 795-0748





December 12, 2006
FOUNDED 1844

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Region 5
300 West Gate Center Drive
Hartley, MA 01035

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of Slaters ville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On December 29, 2006, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile
portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing to a point that is 1480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts. Attached is an environmental and historic report
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historic effects, as well as a map
of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect,, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 565^1500.
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,

your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will'be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street," NW, Washington, D.C. 20007.

Very truly yours,

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER, MA O161 0 P.O. BOX 165S1 , WORCESTER. MA 01601

TELEPHONE (508) 755-4000 .FAX (508) 795-0748



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
New England Field Office

70 Commercial Street, Suite 300
Concord, New Hampshire 03301-5087

January 3,2007

Reference: Project
Railroad abandonment
(Slatersville)

Location
Woonsocket, RI
Blackstone, MA

Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20423

Gentlemen:

This responds to Providence and Worcester Railroad Company's Marie Angelina's recent
correspondence requesting information on the presence of federally-listed and/or proposed
endangered or threatened species in relation to the proposed activities) referenced above.

Based on information currently available to us, no federally-listed or proposed, threatened or
endangered species or critical habitat under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
are known to occur in the project area(s). Preparation of a Biological Assessment or further
consultation with us under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act is not required.

This concludes our review of listed species and critical habitat in the project location(s) and
environs referenced above. No further Endangered Species Act coordination of this type is
necessary for a period of one year from the date of this letter, unless additional information on
listed or proposed species becomes available.

Thank you for your coordination. Please contact us at 603-223-2541 if we can be of fiirther
assistance. In the future, in order to expedite your reply, please direct any inquiries of this
nature to this office at the above address.

Sincereiv vours,

Anthony P. Tur
Endangered Species Specialist
New England Field Office

CC: Edward Greenberg, Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg, Fellman & Swirsky, P.C.





December 12,2006
FOUNDED 184-4

Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management
235 Promenade Street
Providence, RI 02908-5767

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On December 29, 2006, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile
portion of its branch line known as me Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing to a point that is 1480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts. Attached is an environmental and historic report
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historic effects, as well as a map
of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STETs independent: environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 565-1500.
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,
your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007.

Very'-truly yours,

U-"

Marie A, Angelini
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER MA 01610 P.O. BOX 16551. WORCESTER. MA 01601

TELEPHONE (508) 755^4000 FAX (508) 795-0748





December 12, 2006

FOUNDED 1844

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs
251 Causeway Street
Suite 900
Boston, MA 02114

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On December 29, 2006, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile
portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing to a point that is 1480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts, Attached is an environmental and historic report
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historic effects, as well as a map
of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
Board's enviromnental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 565-1500.
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,

your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D, Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007.

Very truly yours,

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
WORCESTER. MA 01610 RO. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA 01601

TELEPHONE (508) 755-4000 FAX (508) 795-0748





December 12, 2006
FOUNDED 1844

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New England District
696 Virginia Road
Concord, MA 01742

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On December 29, 2006, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile-
portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing to a point that is 1480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0,0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts. Attached is an environmental and historic report
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historic effects, as well as a map
of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 565-1500.
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,
your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007.

Very truly yours,
j/ S*""'\ --""•<,.)

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
PR°VIUI=r WORCESTER, MA01610 P.O. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA O1601

TELEPHONE (508) 755^4000 FAX (508) 795-0748





December 12, 2006
FOUNDED 1844

U.S. Department of Environmental Protection
Northeast Regional Office
1 Congress Street
Boston, MA 02114

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of Shitersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On December 29, 2006, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile
portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located-in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing to a point that is 1480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts. Attached is an environmental and historic report
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historic effects, as well as a map
of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 5654500.
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,
your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would he appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007.

Very truly yours,

C^- '̂i

Marie A. Angelini 0
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET. WORCESTER, MA 0161O P.O. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA 01601

TELEPHONE (508) 7S5MOOO FAX (508) 795-0748





Dec-ember 12, 2006 FOUNDED 18*4

National Geodetic Survey
131 5 East- West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On January 12, 2007, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile
portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing to a point that is 1 480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0,0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts. Attached is an environmental and historic report
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and^cr historic effects, as well as a map
of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1 925 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 565-1500.
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,

your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks,

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swirsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007.

Very truly yours,

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER, MA 0161O P.O. BOX 16551, WORCESTER, MA 01601

TELEPHONE (5O8) 755^4000 FAX (508) 795-Q748
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December 12, 2006
POUNDED 1844

Historical Preservation and Heritage Commission
Old State House
150 Benefit Street
Providence, RT 02903

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or Madam:

On December 29, 2006, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile
portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing to a point that is 1480.3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts. Attached is an environmental and historic report
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historic effects, as well as a map
of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 565-1500.
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,
your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D, Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Fellman & Swtrsky, P.C., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007.

Very truly yours,

n /- O<^tA-

Marie A. Angelini / I
Assistant General Counsel J

Enclosures
PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER, MA 01 61 0 P.O. BOX 1 6551 , WORCESTER, MA 01 601

TELEPHONE (SOS) 755J-4000 FAX (508) 795-0748





December 12,2006

*¥•
FOUNDED 1844

Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

Re: Providence and Worcester Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment of
Portion of Slatersville Track

Dear Sir or.Madam:

On December 29, 2006, Providence and Worcester Railroad Company is filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon a 1.1 +/- mile
portion of its branch line known as the Slatersville Secondary Track, located in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island at Mile Post 0.85 +/- and continuing to a point that is 1480,3 feet northerly of the end of track at
Mile Post 0.0 in Blackstone, Massachusetts. Attached is an environmental and historic report
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historic effects, as well as a map
of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
Board's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 KStreet,NW, Washington, D.C. 20423, telephone (202) 565-1500,
Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action,
your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated within 3 weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Edward D. Greenberg,
who may be contacted by telephone at (202) 342-5277 or by mail at Galland, Kharasch, Greenberg,
Feilman & Swirsky, P.O., 1054 Thirty-First Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007.

truly yours,

Marie A. Angelini
Assistant General Counse

P nclo sures
PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
75 HAMMOND STREET, WORCESTER, MA 0 1 61 0 P.O. BOX 1 6551 , WORCESTER, MA O1 601

TELEPHONE (508) 755*4000 FAX (508) 795-0748


