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ttorneys and Counselors at Law

@Cg OTIS, COAN & STEWART, LLLC A

November 16, 2006

The Honorable Vernon A. Williams
Surface Transportation Board

925 K Street NW, Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20423-001

Part of
Fublic Recorg

RE: STB Docket No. AB 857X, Great Western Railway of Colorado, L.L.C. —
Abandonment Exemption — In Weld County, CO
Reply to Objection of Steve and Colleen Nealy Filed by Douglas S. Widlund

Dear Secretary Williams:

This letter is in response to a letter from Doug Widlund of Butcher & Widlund, LLC dated
Q.ctopen?é 2006, in. whxch Mr. Widlund indicates that he represents Steve and Colleen Nealy

who are, 0' )__ners of property adJ ar:ent to the Gr;at Weste.m Rallway of Colorad@ L L C nght-of-
way.
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Pu;wam,"to fb,e authonty granted by the Surface Transportation Board’s decision served October
4,2006 in this proceeding extend;pg, the Notice of Interim Trail Usg (NITU) through April 22,
2007 the Great West. Trafﬂ Authont,}qhas mncluded its negotlatlons with Great Western’
Railway of Colorado L.L.C. A Donation Agreement dated November 13, 2006, was signed
between the two parties which included a Donative Quit Claim Deed and Bill of Sale. The

agreement is in place and comphes with the National Trail System Act. No further extension
will be needed h

As to the other pomts ralsed by Mr Wldlund lIl{hlS October 26, 2006 letter:
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As was indicated in the Surface Transportation Board’s March 28, 2006 decision in the instant
proceeding:

“The purpose of the Trails Act is to preserve rail corridors for possible
reactivation of rail service by permitting and encouraging their interim trail use
as recreational trails.”

and

“Thus, the Agency’s primary concern here is with preserving the rail line for
future rail service, a purpose served by extending the NITU. Although the
parties have rot been able to conclude a trail use agreement, the instant
extension request is an indication that they are still attempting to do so.”

The STB is requested to ratify and affirm its October 23, 2006 decision granting a replacement
NITU to the Trail Authority.

Sincerely

Atiorney at Law

cc: Doug Widlund

I hereby certify on thel [¢ . day of November 2006, the pafties of record in this proceeding were
served with this document via United States Mail.

Ny

Fred L. Otis



