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Vernon A. Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit, Suite 713
1925 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20423- 0001

Dear Mr. Williams:

RE: Docket numbers: FD 34917 (CIRY Alternative Rail Servwe) 2 / s 0 4
"AB - 1066 (CIRY Abandonment) 2./ ¢ 0 S/
AB - 878 CIRY Abandonmen ,
( ment) 2 €05 )

This letter is addressed to you regarding the Trails' vs. Rails issue in Peoria, IL,
- involving what is known as the Kellar Branch.

I am the president of the Illinois Prairie Railroad Foundation and we have been
working on this project since the beginning, when the city of Peoria gave the
Peoria Park District permission to turn the Kellar Branch railroad line into a trail
before pursuing the proper sequence of affairs to allow this to happen. The Kellar
Branch was at the time a working railroad line.

We have done extensive investigation into the situation and do believe and can
support the fact that the trail and rail line can share a joint right-of-way. Very
little of the trail would have to be moved over a block or two along the way to
accommodate it. The actual length of the rail line is 8.29 miles and the tran
advocates want less than four mules of that.
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At this point in time there is one business left on the Kellar Branch located in
what is known as Pioneer Industrial Park. It is being served by CIRY (Central
Illinois Railway). This company is not serving the user (Carver Lumber Co.)
properly and the customer has incurred a lot of transloading fees, along with
- other problems. CIRY does not deliver on a regular basis thus interfering with
Carver's business and affecting its bottom line. They (CIRY) have let it be known
that they do not want to serve Carver on what is now called the West End Line
that connects with UP. The cost of using CIRY for service has put Carver in a
tenuous financial position and may force it out of business or to move from
Peoria. There are 50 people employed by this company and they and their
families will be drastically affected. There are approximately 200 people. that will
be affected. Their livelihood will be lost and the city will lose the tax base and the
customers will lose a much used and needed business that has been here in this
commumty paying taxes and employing people for 60 years.

A simple solution to the problem is to remstate PIRY as the operator the Kellar
Branch and build the trail alongside the rail line. It can be done and would solve
the problem for everyone, which is the true definition of a “win-win” situation.
- Pioneer Railcorp has offered to assist in the building of the trail a|ongsnde the rail
line if allowed a long-term lease or even purchase of it.

We have been in touch with the Park District in the past and they said that their
engineering research said that the trail could not be built along side the rail line.
- We asked them for copies of this study and they couldn't find them. This was
several years ago. Recently, we asked for a copy of this study and they still said
they couldn’t find it. In effect, they are refusing to produce this document and yet
are continuing to say that the trail and rail line can't co-exist. We have proof that
it is being done in other areas in the state and in fact is being done right here in
Peoria on the riverfront. The same trail and rail run side-by-side right down Water
St., in Peorla, IL, having done so for several years with a fence separating the
two.

We are also working with a number of groups in the area to use the Kellar Branch
for a park-n-ride trolley for use as a tourist draw and

also to provide commuter rail service if deemed feasible by the commumty Along
with its continuing use for rail freight service, the Kellar Branch right-of-way
would provide three different functions. ‘
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Th|s would be beneficial for all of Peoria and not just for a select few. It will
increase economic development in the area and also assist in increasing the local
tax base. :

We are building a $65 million museum along Peoria’s downtown riverfront
fronting a railroad mainline. This line also connects to the Kellar Branch and can
_be very beneficial to the tourism of Peoria and the new museum. Given the
opportunity for'economic development, tourism, and competitive rail service, |t S
imperative that the Kellar Branch be preserved as a rail corridor.

- Carver Lumber has been a good citizen to the City of Peoria for many years. They
have produced services and goods for this community and have employed dozens
and dozens of people over the years. It would be a shame for them to be forced
out of business because of the short sightedness of local officials. Not only will
keeping the Kellar Branch as a freight line help Carver, but if it is reinstated,
other businesses will then move into the area because they will be assured of rail
service. '

This rail service will be subject to competition of several rail lines that serve
Peoria, whereas the “western connection” only connects to UP, which has no
competition and therefore has total control of rates and service. At this point they
are charging Carver nearly twice the amount it originally paid per car as when
-they used the Kellar Branch. Many businesses have not come to the area because -
of the uncertainty over whether rail service would be available and that the lack
of competitive rail access has given an advantage to other communities in the
region. ‘

If cooler heads will prevail over this problem, and joint-use of the‘rallroad right-
of-way is allowed, then everyone can win. No segment of the local population will
be left out. .

Nearly a decade ago, a previous city council made the decision to convert the
Kellar Branch to a hiking and biking trail, failing to use the proper process before
. the Surface Transportation Board. We do believe that the existing city councnl
desnres to do what is right and beneficial to the entire community.
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Nearly a decade ago, a previous city council made the decision to convert the
Kellar Branch to a hiking and biking trail, failing to use the proper process before
the Surface Transportation Board. We do believe that the existing city council
desires to do what is right and beneficial to the entire community.

Technically there are two users of the Kellar Branch at this time - O’Brien Steel
and Carver Lumber. O'Brien Steel is on the south end of the track where it
connects to the Tazewell & Peoria Railroad (TZPR) and therefore is not affected
- by the closure of the Kellar Branch. .

Carver Lumber, however, is being forced to use an inefficient, slow and much
more costly “western connection” for rail service, and thus is deeply affected by
the closure, financially, since their costs have nearly doubled, not including the
$41,000 in transloading fees they had to absorb because the Kellar Branch was
closed and the western connection was not yet opened, forcing them to use
trucking to receive their materials. The city of Peoria had promised them in
writing that they would receive comparable service and rates if they would agree
to go with the western connection. Carver went along with the city’s promises
.and ended up with no rail service for a time and transloading fees which no one
has seen fit to reimburse since the city’s written promises were broken.

We are enclosing several copies of articles from the local newspaper the Journal
Star. These show the past users of the Kellar Branch and include Carver Lumber
Co. Another article is the Industrial Directory showing the other companies
formerly serviced by the Kellar Branch as far back as 1971, as per this directory.

The potential future use of this line is for freight starting with Carver Lumber Co.,
and other companies that can and will buy the old Cohen Furniture Company
location on the Kellar Branch in Peoria Heights, and any other companies that will
come into Pioneer Industrial Park and into Growth Cell Two that was especially
built for attracting manufacturing companies that need rail service. If the Kellar
Branch is restored to service, Peoria’s only greenfield zoned for industrial
development will finally be competitive with others.in the region. This promotes
business and economic development to the area and increased tax base for the
community and employment.
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We are also looking at “park-n-ride” along the Kellar Branch. Many people live out
of the city and come in town to work every day. According to IDOT statistics,
29,817 come into Peoria to work everyday. We are the type of community that
has a lot of small suburbs on the outskirts, thus allowing people to “live in the
.country” and work in the city. Those using the park-n-ride, would leave their
vehicles in secure lots along the line, board the trolley and ride downtown to the
riverfront and disembark and get on a city run bus line, which would deliver them
to their various places of employment. This would free up the traffic on the
downtown streets of Peoria, which are undergoing problems at this time. It would
also reduce emissions by cutting vehicular traffic and there would be money
saved from not having to build more parking decks and surface lots downtown. At
this time leaving a parking deck in downtown Peoria at 5 p.m. in the afternoon is
a horrendous chore. Another thing the park-n-ride would do is promote
entrepreneurship by allowing a company to create enclosed trolley stops which
would market newspapers, coffee, etc., at each stop. The drivers of the vehicles
would not have to negotiate the stop and go traffic all the way through town, and
still would leave them within the city limits after work so they could go shoppmg,
to dinner or some other event in the city. ,

The trolley is also slated to be used as a tourism addition to the new museum
being built on the riverfront and the newly-remodeled civic center just four blocks
from the riverfront and the newly.built O'Brien Ball Field also just three blocks
from the rail line. Tourism dollars are among the largest dollars spent in the
United States, but they only count if the tourist stays overnight. Then they visit
the museum, ride the trolley, go to an event at the civic center or to the ball
field, stay overnight in a hotel, have meals, buy gas and shop. This is Tourism
dollars that add to our community and increase economic development.

The trolley will also be used for rental to corporate businesses for meetings,
weddings, retirement parties, etc. The Trolley itself can be obtained by Economic
Development Grants without cost to the cnty, but it has to have the Kellar Branch
open to run on

The second and definitely the highest dollar spent in the countfy is advertising.
Marketing people tell us that advertisers love having the trolley and its park n
ride stop stations to advertise in.
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It's what they call a “captive” audience They can use inside billboards as you

have seen on busses. They can use LED signs and monitors both in the trolley
and the station stop. They can change their ads daily if they wish and this gives
them a much bigger market. These advertising dollars along with small user fees
from passengers are what will pay for the maintenance of the trolley and the line.
This along with the efforts and money from the freight rail user will maintain the
track and no one company will bear all of the burden and it will bring money to
the city coffers and not take money from it. '

So with freight, park-n-ride trolley, tourism use and business rental and
advertisers income this is a major impact on the Peoria community.

And the biggest bonus of all is that the freight, trolley and the trail can run side-
by-side, and thus everybody from all segments of the community wins.

We appreciate your taking the time to read this letter and hope that it may help
you to understand a little better what a problem we have here. Most of it is the
"me, me" situation; Everyone wants their pet pro;ect and can't think out of the
box to include everyone. , :

Attached are signatures of those who feel that this win-win situation for the Kellar
Branch will benefit the community and keep the Kellar Branch alive and well and
productlve

Sincerely

J //ZM/}? Mﬁ},/f/
Sharon Deckard

Enclosures:  Articles from the Journal Star regarding the Kellar Branch
x Signatures of interested parties. Pictures of rails and trails
Ce: CIRY, PIRY, Carver Lumber, Peoria Park District,
RTA, Peoria City Council, Peoria County Board, UPRR

Sllaron Declzard, 3124 W. Farmington Rd. Peoria, IL 61604
309-687-3513 sha_dec@msn.com
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Signatures from
supporters of

Keeping the Kellar
Branch alive well and

productive as a
railroad line

You don’t have to Include your address If yoil don’t wish too. -
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ENDUSTRAL DIRECTORY

_ CHRCULAP NO. 740

LIST OF INDUSTRIES
LOCATED ON INDUSTRIAL TRACKS

'ON ALL RAILROADS
AT | |
STAT&ONS ON C.R.1.&P (e cucnco)

THAT ARE = ' )

COMMON POINTS WWH OTHER LINES

APRIL 1871

Issued by
N. L. SCHULTZ
MANAGER PRICING

LaSalle Street Station s Chicago, lilinois 60605
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NAME

ADDRESS

L BUSINESS

I © TRACK
LOCATION

E

'

Peoria 8arge Terminal Inc.
Peoria Builders Supply Co.
Peoria Candy Co.

Peoriz Cordage Co.

Peoria Cup & Spectally Company
Peoria Dry Hall Inc.

Peorfa Journal Star Inc.
Pesria Mallesbie Lastings Co.
Peoria Hetal Spscialty Co.
Peoria Paper House Inc.

{3} Peoria Plastics Co,
Peoria Union Stock Yards Co.
Peaorta Hheel and Rim Co.
P1llsbury Co.

pPittsburgh Plate Glass Co.

{ Putram Ccal Co.

1 {3) Reed, C. A. Co.

{3) Reserve Supply Coop. Corp.
Ritschel Coal Co.

Riverside Elevator Co.

Sears Roebuck & Co,

Seneca Petroieum Company
Sharpe's Warehouse

{3) Shertdan Read tumber Co,
i Smith-Scharff Paper Co.

i Socony Mobile 011 Co.

South Side Foundry Co.
Stoeckar Seed Lo,

Sun Aire Hater Co.

Superior Foundry Co.

(35 Super Valu Stores Inc.
Tabor & Ceo.

Untted Facilities inc.
 United Facllities Iac.

United States Cold Storage Co,
Vita Hineral Products
Hahll'feld ﬁ.fg‘ Co...

Walker Hiram & Sons
wWeinstein Feed Store
Westarn Coal Company
Hestinghouse Air Brake
Hilkins Pipe & Supply Co.

PEOGRIA, ILLINDIS (Continued)

Foat of Matn Harehouse RI-PPU Gpen
1412 SY Hashington Plaster 8y Open
1001 SW Washington Candy BN Gpen
1506 SW Hashington Rope & Tuine B Gpen
405 SW Hashington Paper Spetialties 2N Spen
401 £ Sctiota Ave P. Hots. Building Material R Closed
Mar Memorial Drive Rewspaper RI Open
Foot of Alexander Foundry n1 Open
2501 SH Washington Tinware BN Qpen
203 RE Hater dholesale paper PPU Open
1825 H Altorfer Orive Plastic Prod. Mfg. 3 Closed
Fast of South Stock yards PPU Open
2425 SH Washirgton Whee] and rims PPY Open
403 Pillsbury Lane Harehouse TPH Qpen
8202 H. University Glass 8 Gpen
Feat of Spring Coal f1 Open
1427 . Pioneer Parkway Paper Products ]I Closed
1700 . Chanute Rd. Building Matls, L3 Closed
98 E, State Coal aN Open
foot of Edrund .. Grats .ﬁl&!émr__.___?r"li__*__..,ﬂggn_.,
3 Altorfor Lane E. Peoria Warehouse PH © 7 Opam®
Hesley Road E. Peoria petroleum Prod. PPU Open
foot of Alexander Harehouse Rl Open
6600 N. Sheridan Lumber yard RI Closea
3400 SH Washington Paper Froducts CHH Open
Hesley Road E. Peoria Petroleum Preducts poy Open
2900 SW Washington Foundry BH Open
906 SH Rdams Yholesale seed BN Open
207 Voris Dist{lied water R1 Bpen
151 W. Herschel E. Peoria Foundry P2U Open
8201 H. University Grocery ¥hse Rl Closed
Center E. Peorla Grain Elevator PPU Open
Altorfer Lane L. Peoria Publie warghouss TPH Gpen
Darst Street Harehouse RI Open
258 Ctlce Lane E. Peorta Cold Storage TPH Open
1520 kY Adams Hineral Products Rl Open
1100 5¥ UHashington Building Materfals BN Open
1100 SW Yashington Mi11 work PPU Open
Foot of tdmund Distillery RI-PPU Open
100 South Feed 8N Cpen
2628 SH Adams Ceal BN Open
2301 HE Adams Road HMachiuery Rl Open
1008 S¥ Adams Plupbers Supplies PPY Gpen




- ] TRACK

PEORIA, ILLINOIS (Continued)

Carge Carriers Inc. } R. R. A3 Barge Term. Bulk Comm. PPU Open
(3) Carver Lumper Co. 8700 . University Butlding Haterials RI Closed
Caterpiilar Tractor Company 1321 S. Washington Tractors Mfg. PPU Open
Ceco.Steel Products Corp. S..Bartonville . Sheet Steel & Wire PPU Open
Celotex Corp. 2226 W. Clarke Reafing paper PPU Open
Central I1linois Dock Company Kesley Road E. Peoria Coal & VYarious Comm. PPU Qpen
Central Illinois Light Co. Industrial Spur £. Peorta Electric Plant TPW Open
{(3) Central Illinofs Light Co. 8500 M. Unfversity Line Materfal Vard RI Closed
Clark Products Inc. 406 SW Washington Paper specialties BN Open
Cohen Furniture Warehouse 336 SN Adams Furniture Warehouse PPU Open
Construction Material Co. 100.Cass Bldg. Mtis. 8N Open
(3) Contineatal Can Co., Inc. 1420 M. Altorfer Dr. Can W¥Q. RI Closed
fooley Brothers 1207 SH Washington Mine Supplies BK Open
Dust All Manufacturing Co. Inc. 110. . Camp E. Pearia Chemicals TPW Qpen
E. Peoria Ready Mix Concrete Co. Wesley E. Peorta Cement PPY Open
friichman, 1. Company 3213 SN Washington Barrels & Junk CNw Open
Evans Building Products Co. 2700 S¥ uWashington Plywood BN Open
Faber-Musser Co. . .100 Edmund Butlder's Supply BN Open

.l Federal Warehoguse Company 800 Z¥ Adums Storage ati kinas 8N Open
Federal Warehouse Company 200 Katl. Rd. E. Peoria Storageall kinds TP Qpen
Fleming-Potter Company 1028 SW Adams Lithographing 8H Open
Foster & Gallagher lnc. 6523 N. Galena Road Mail Order House BN Open
Fredman Brothers 530 S. Adams Storage BN Open
Georgla Pacific Corp. 206 ¥. Camp E. Peoria Building Materials i Open
(4) Gooderham & Worts (td. Foot aof Edmund Alcoholic liquors RI-PPY Open
Greater Peorfa Sanitary District 2322 S. Darst Disposal Plant PPU Open
Hagerty Brothers 601 Caterpillar Trail EPeoria Steel Distributor TPY Open
Hart Carter Co. 1209 Pioneer Parkway Farm Machinary Mfg. RI Closed
Hawkeye Steel Products 65 Leland Hog feeders PPU Open
Heating Supply & Service Co. 107 Cass Furnaces 8N Gpen
Heller Tin Compress Cs. 3548 SW Adams Scrap iron & Junk ChiW Open
Herschel R. Mfg. Co. Inc. 648 W Washington £ Peoria Implements Mfg. PPU Open

‘t Hitcheock Sprinkler & Heating Co. 813 SW Washington Sprinkler & Heaters BN . Open
Hoerr, Chris & Son 600 K. Camp E Peoria Whol. grocers TPH Cpen
Hoffman George 94 S. Sanger Cantractor PPU Qpen
Hyster Co. 1800 NE Adams Machinery ¥Nfg. RI Open
f1iYinois Grain Corp. Wesley Road E. Peoria Grain Elevator PPY Open
Insulation Dealers & Supply 521 N. Mater Insulation Mtrils. RI Open
International Harvester Co. 407 NE Rock Island Agr. Implements RI Open
Irions Quality Concrete Co. 600 Van Buren Building Macerials Rl Opan
{2) Keystone Steel & Wire Co. 7000 SH Adams Bartonville Steel & Wires PT-PPU Open
Kiefer Electrical Supply Co. 318 SH HWashington Electrical Supplies BN Open q
Klaus Radio & Elec. Co. 8400 N. Pioneer Parkway Appliance Distr. CN¥ Closed
Knaggs Coal ] 421 £. Monata Ceal Yard ]I Gpen
Kroger o. - 200 Carver E. Peoria Chain Food Distr. TP Open
Laidlaw Wire Co. : 217 Industriai Bartonville Manufacturer Wire Prod. PT-PPU Open
tauterbach, W. H., Home Builders Inc. 6000 SW Washington Barton. Builders Supply T Open
Leu Collinms . 108 W. Camp E. Peoria Fruits and Vegts. TPH Closed
Lipsett Steel Products Inc. 7000 S. Adams Bartonville Scrap Iron PPY Open
Little Giant Products Inc. 1600 NE Adams Machinery Mfg. RI _Open__ |
Lowenstein’s Inc. . 2}8 SH Adams - Ficniture-- : PPU T Bpen
Lucas, A. & Sons 1318 SN Washington Structural iron BN Open

‘Lumber Yard Supplies 105 Hancock Buildina Materials PPy Open
McKesson & Robbins 812 SH Washington Nhol. Druggists PPU Open
McKesson Chemfcal 7000 SW Washington Bartonville Chem:.cais PT Qpen'
Mackemer, J. Y. Lumber Company 2600 NE Adams Lumber RI Open
(3) Hartin-Brover Corp. 1610 ¥ Altorfer Drive Paper Products R% losed
Martin 01l Service Co. 2200 W. Darst Petro. Prads. R pen
Meyer Furnace Company 1300 SW Washington Furnaces BN Gpen
Mid-West Sales Company 301 Alexander Beer HWine R1 Open
Midwest Yeneer Distributors 900 SW Adams Veneer & plywood BN Gpen
Midwest Wholesale Material Co. 105 Hancock Warehguse rFru Open
Miller, A & Co. 1612 S. Adams Scrap Iron & Junk BR Open
Muirson Label Co. 8401 H. University Paper Products CNH Closed
Murray, George Tire Company 512 SW RWashington Tires PPU Open
National Cylinder Gas Co. 2110 NE Adams Oxygen Gas RI Open
Nelson, L. R. Mfg. Ca. 1725 SW Mashington Brass Specialties BN. Gpen
Nutrena Mills Inc. 66 S. Sanger Feed PPU Open
g'ftieill Transfer Company 706 SW Commercial Transfer & Stg. PPU Open
(3) Overmyer, D. H. Co. Inc. 8810 N. University Harehouse g1 Closed
Pabst Brewing Co. Plaat 42 foot of Mac Arthur Hwy Halting Plant R1-PPU Open
Pabst Brewing Co. Plant #3 4541 H. Prospect Peoria Hot.Brewery i RI Open
Pabst Brewing Co. Plant 64 Erving & Bond Grist Mill -1 Open
Parnham Coal Company 126 W. Washington : Coal PPU Open

1 PAGE 203 L : ! :




PEORIA, ILLINDIS

Rail Carriers Serving -- BN-CIM-CHH-FBL-GKO-IC-1TC-NH-PC-PPU-PTC-RI-TPE. Oirect Connecticns With: BN FBL-PPU-
PIC-TPH, Other than direc ITC interchange via TPH. CIH-CNN-GHO-1C-HH-PC interchange via PPU.
R. I. Team Track Is Locater .t: 1. Peoria-Foot of Hancock Streect. .
_ ‘ 2. Keller, 111,-Northmoor Road at Highway 88
3. Bartonville, ITl. -6200 SW Hashingtan (PTC)

Closed. (1) Rock Islsnd switches coal track only.
{2} Keystone Steel & Wire Co. Stee) Hil) served by PPU only. Wire Mill served by FTC & PPU.
{3) Outside Peorta switching district-railroad destination Keller, I11. local Rock Islan< station,
{4} Packaged goods lgoaded on Rpck Island. bulk merchandise loaded on PPU. :

(T; AftTT{ated O1stiTlers Brands Corp. 1925 . Crowl Alcoholic Liguors TPPU-KRT Open

(3} Adwance Billwork Iec. 1813 Tawnltae Road Buflding Haterfals Rl Closed I
Agrico Chemical Campany o Hesiey Road E. Peorfa Fert{lizer taterfals PPU : Upsn
Alexander Warehouse and Salis Ce, 1926 S. Lydia Buflding Hatls. )17 Open
Aliied lron and Steel Foot of W. Clark . Scrap [ron & Jurk BN Open .
Allfed 8#f11s Inc. 75301 S. Adams . Feed Mixtures ) PPU QOpen
American 041 Company Wesley Road E. Peorta i1 PPY Open
Armour Packing Company ) 1818 SH washington Heat Depot PPy Open
Atles Supply Co. 40] E. Sciota Ave Peoria Hgt Buflding Materials Rl Closed
Beeney H. S. Inc. 100 Eaton lmplements Rl Open .
Bemis Company Inc. Foot of Sloan Paper . RI Open
Bergners Dept Store Warehouse ) Warehause BN Open
3ernard Distributing Co. 100 E. State Hareghouse PPU Open
8ork, I & Sen, Inc. 2424 4. Clarke Scrap Iron & Junk aN Open
3ramlet & Company . 1 Altorfer Lane E. Peorfa  Bullding Matertals PN Open
Brecer's Oistributing Co. 1003 SH Hashington Beverages BN Open
Broderick &Bascom Rapg Cc. 5. Bartonville Hire Products PY-PPY Gpen
Builders Products Co. 300 S. Hain E. Peorta Lumber PPU Open
Bushell, J. K. . 1914 4. Krause Roofers PPU Open
Callihan Packing Company - Foot of South Packing House PPU Open '
Zapftol Plumding & Heating Suopply Ce. 5 Altorfer Lane £, Peoria. Plumbing & Heating ™y Open l

! _Page 202 I ! 1
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that on November 14, 2006, 1 served the foregoing letter by United States
Mail, postage fully prepaid, on each of the parties of record, at their address as disclosed
by the filings of record in the above-referenced proceedings.

Iton Lahined

Sharon Deckard

3124 W. Farmington Road
Peoria, Illinois 61604
(309) 687-3513
Sha_dec@msn.com



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that on November 14, 2006, I served the foregoing letter by United States
Mail, postage fully prepaid, on each of the parties of record, at their address as dlsclosed
by the ﬁhngs of record in the above-referenced proceedings.
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Sharon Deckard
3124 W. Farmington Road
Peoria, Illinois 61604
(309) 687-3513
Sha_dec@msn.com



