Law OFFICE

THoMAS E McFaARLAND, PC.
208 SouTH LASALLE STREET - SUITE 1890
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604-1112
TELEPHONE (312) 236-0204
Fax (312) 201-9695
mcfarland@aol.com
TrOMAS E MCEARLAND

October 17, 2006
By e-filing

Vernon A. Williams, Secretary

Surface Transportation Board , :
Case Control Unit, Suite 713 , 3 Qg
1925 K Street, N.W. . /\%
Washington, DC 20423-0001 /}\

/
Re:  Finance Docket No. 34890, PYCO Industries, Inc. -- Feeder Line Application -- -
Lines of South Plains Switching, Ltd. Co.

Finance Docket No. 34922, Keokuk Junction Railway Co. -- Feeder Line j/ \
Application -- Lines of South Plains Switching, Ltd. Co.

Dear Mr, Williams:

In behalf of Respondent, South Plains Switching, Ltd. Co. (SAW), the Board is
respectfully requested to take official notice of the attached article from the October 14, 2006
issue of the Lubbock (Texas) Avalanche-Journal, entitled “High Expectations: Cotton Farmers
On Track For Big Haul - If Rain Stays Away.” See 49 C.F.R. § 1114.6.

The fact that the 2006 cotton crop in the Lubbock, TX area is expected to be third largest
on record, and that a majority of the Lubbock-area cotton crop is a “high level of quality,”
corroborates SAW’s evidence that strong cotton crops can be realized even when weather
conditions are less than ideal, and that cotton production levels will not return to the low levels
experienced prior to 2004. That is so because two-thirds of the upland cotton in the Lubbock
area is now under irrigation, and because more land is currently being used for cotton production
inasmuch as cotton requires less watering than com.

This newspaper article was published on October 14, 2006. The article refers to a U.S.
Department of Agriculture crop production forecast that was released only two days earlier. The
newspaper article and the USDA forecast were released after the filing of SAW’s final evidence
on October 12, 2006. Consequently, it was not possible for SAW to have filed the article or the
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USDA forecast as part of its evidence on October 12, 2006. Accordingly, it is appropriate for the
Board to take official notice of that news article and USDA forecast.

Very truly yours,

‘/l/mv\ Wic phf\/(ﬂ\/vvuo\

Thomas F. McFarland
Attorney for Respondent

TMcF:kl:enc:wp8.0\M 169-A; Blefilestb6

cc:  (by e-mail) _
All Parties of Record, w/copy of article
Mrs. Delilah Wisener
Mr. Dennis Olmstead
Mr. Joseph Plaistow
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COTTON: Crop prospeqts -

rise above early expectations

) _
Farmers are starting to Producers are Say_ oo
chomp at the bit to get to those  Ing Cotfon is coming in

1" Gelds, though, as many who kigher than expected !

have started their harvest find
-a more plentiful crop than ex-
pected.

 “Producers are saying cot- Shawn Wade
. ton is coming in higher than ;
expected,” said Shawn Wade, Plains Cotton Growers
PCG's communications diree-
tor. - ¥ On the Net

With temperatures in Lub- i 4
bock dipping into the 40-degree M Plains Cotton Growers: http:
range, harvest aids (chemicals  //www.plainscotton.ong/
used to make the leafy greenery S - .
on cotton plants defoliate) are In addition to length, cotton
being applied, and the growth gunality is graded for color, .

" periad for cotton is nearing its micronaires (a measure of
density in the cotton bolls}and

end.
“We're not going to matire sirength — each reported fa-.. -
apy more cotton,” said Craig vorably in the Lubbock Class- .

Bednarz, a crop physiclogist at  ing Ofice. . it
Texas Tech. “We’re not gaining With fingers crossed, cottoe -

any weight at that temperature. producers may get out of+ghia -

Py:

When we go up into the T0s or 'seasona little less scathed fhaR ™

80s during the days and back expected: If has not been 43837

down fo below 60 at night, the of circumstances building ¢8R - -

. erop's not going anywhere in fidence.
terms of maturity.” The new prospects follow o
With growth stages complete, year of grim foreeasts brought -
the only obstacle left to hurdle by dry, het weather, ST
As dry and warmer than nioi®

is the weather that could limit
the quality of the cotton. mal conditions parched Higlf
According to a cotton qual- Plains soils from Ngvember
ity report released Friday from . 2005 through . early August, -
- the USDA’s Lubbock Classing drought conditions brought
-Office, fiber length for 60 per- little optimism ameng colton

it

" cent of the Lubbock-area crop farmers despite the golden

151,125 inches long — revealing shadow cast upon their crop
a high level of guality. - " by two straight years of record

The eotton Jength determines harvests.

The precipitation farmers =

the fber’s ability 1o be woven
as textile. The longer the fber, prayed for in the first two
the better for the producer, who  quarters of the year came late,
+ takes a premium price. pourishing fields in mid- to late

Lubbock’s fiber lenpth is a Angust. Now, things aren't look-
good sign for farmers. ing so gloomy.
“That's closer to what the

international people want,”
last year if the USDA’s numbers

Though the production would - -
be 2.2 million fewer bales than _

" Bednarz said. :
But the weather hasto hold.  are righi, what would become
Quality can wane if bad the third-largest crap for the .

weather strikes with the crop High Plains of Texas is enough
waiting in the feld. to bring a little optimism to an

~  “Ifwe keep getting these rain
- showers coming in, that could concerns from energy-costs (o
impact us. If the erep sits out international trade.
there and gaes through a few
rainfall events before you can
harvest it, that will affect qual-
7 ity Bednarz said.

To commen! on Ihis story:

branwiliamsBlubbockondine.com ¥ 766.8717

industry facing a number of -

lance unslord@Ubbockantine.com ¥ 7668735
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