BIO—ENéRGY WELLNESS CENTER 3021 N Classen Bivd., Oklahoma City, OK-73106
Dr. Michael Richards, N.D. (405) 524-4000

November 5, 2005
oo R ings @ -
RECEVED ~
Vernon Williams, Secretary NOV 7 = 2005 \@%\ t
Surface Transportation Board Pubiic Record M
1925 K Street NW. _ / 0 (0 STy
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 2 | 5

JOYOX - 9/»’5‘70 ‘/

RE:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 430X) /5 -
Dear Secretary Williams:

We oppose the abandonment of the historic Burlington Northern-Santa Fe (originally St.
Louis-San Francisco) rail line linking the Oklahoma City Union Station rail yard to Will Rogers
Airport, the FAA/Mike Monroney Center and cities along that route from Wheatland/Mustang to
Lawton-Ft. Sill, Altus-Altus Air Force Base and Quanah, Texas,

Apparently there is a cover-up in regards to current usage of this line. BNSF and SLWC have
claimed that the line has not been used in two years. This is false. BNSF may not have used it,
but leased it to SLWC. Trains run on it daily (see attached pictures of trains running on 11/4/05;
a CD is also enclosed showing the trains and the environment). The tracks are bright and shiny,
as seen in the attached photo.

This abandonment procedure probably stems from Oklahoma's Department of Transportation
(ODOT) efforts to replace the Union Station railyard with a new urban crosstown expressway.
Building this expressway with Federal funds will prove to be illegal as less expensive
alternatives were not really considered. The expressway would effectively obliterate the BNSF
rail line, which is still a useful and functional rail system. We are disappointed that BNSF would
cave into ODOT's one-sided plan to sacrifice existing rail lines and rail heads in favor of the
trucking and road building interests. If these rails are destroyed now, they will soon have to be
replaced to meet Oklahoma's needs.

By arrangement with BNSF this line is used daily by an SLWC train from east to west and back
from west to east to switch cement plants and other businesses located southwest of Union
Station. Any claims otherwise are false. We have written documentation from two residents and
two businesses near the tracks, who state that the line is used daily. ‘



In light of surging demands nationwide for rail services as alternate trapsportation means due to
the ever burgeoning traffic on highways and expressways, this abandonment could create
far-reaching effects upon our transportation options in the greater metro area of Oklahoma City,
as well as throughout southwest Oklahoma and even into Texas.

Secretary Williams, we know that you are dedicated to serving the truth, and that you will find
out the truth in this matter. We demand a public hearing and an investigation into the cover-up.
Thanks for you attention to this matter.

SINCERELY,

Nl feld,

Michael Richards

Enclosed:

* Photo #1 11/4/05 @ 1:37 p.m.
Photo #2 11/4/05 @ 1:33 p.m.
Photo #3 11/4/05 BNSF crossing near Wheeler Park
Notice to Mr. Strickland
Notice to Mr. Morell
Petition #1
Petition #2
Petition #3
Petition #4
Petition #5
Oklahoma City, OK Trackage Map
CD ROM (original)
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STG Docker No. Ab-lo(Sve-No 4389 Peiion ™ 4
Proposed abandoment of historic BNSF rail line connecting Oklahoma City
Union Station to Will Rogers Airport and southwaestern Oklahoma is unacceptable

Comment Date: November 2, 2005 .
Regarding: Surface Transpottation Board ‘ Y
| TOGATRY T8 Docket No. AB-8 (Sub-No. 430X) FAX (’)“735) 565-9009

We opposa the abandonment of the historic BNSF {originally St. Louis - San Francisco) rail line
linking the Okiahoma City Union Station rail yard to Will Rogers Airport, the FAA / Mike
Monroney Center and cities along that route from Whaatland / Mustang to Lawton-Ft. Sill, Aktus-
Altus Air Force Base and Quanah, Texas.

It is entirely plain that this abandonment proceeding is being driven, NOT by any real or
overriding need of the railrcad companies operating it, but under great pressure from the
Oklshama Department of Transportation (ODOT) which desires to replace the Union Station rail
yard with a new urban expressway.

Claims by the BNSF and Stiilwater Central Railroad (SLWC) Companies thet no traffic has moved
over the line for at least two years are manifestly false. The rail on the old Frisco line through
Union Station is shiny from regular use today. Reliable observers report daily movement of at
ieast one SLWC train from east to west and back from west to east over this line each day to
switch cament plants and other business located southwaest of Union Station.

While claims are made that other rautes are available for treffic presantly handled by this line, it
is plain that the substitute lines are of lower quality, especially as regards grade crossing safety.

in todey s liebility, litigation and security environment, what raifroad company serious about
grade crossing safety would, entirely of its own considerations. petition for abandonment of
long-standing, entirely functianal overpasses of arterial street trath:c in & dense urban
environment in favor cf at-grade crossings on those same streets? Tha answer is as ¢cerain a8
the absurdity of the question.

ODOQTs claims thet “rail traffic on the new BNSF / SLWC main will be light" are called into much
question in light of surging demand for rail services driven by uncertain motos fuel prices.

If QDOT gaets its way in this case (and this abandoment petition is clearly much more "ODOT's"
than "BNSF /. SLWC's"), users of the arterial Robinson and Walker corridors from south Okishomea
City to downtown will face interruptions by at-grade rail traffic for the first time in 75 years, It is
an entirely unacceptabis endangerment of the public to no good end.

We urge the Surface Transpostation Board 10 reject this abendonment. For purpases of safaty,
mobility and future muftimodal transportation options, the current BNSF alignment through
Union Station is very close t¢ "optimum” as it stands today. Allowing the deliberate destruction
of this irreplaceable, high-quality facility by a state agency distinguished only by its inerrant
racord of massive debt creation makes no serse at sil.
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Proposed abandoment of historic BNSF rail line connecting Oklahoma City
Union Station to Will Rogers Airport and southwaestern Oklahoma is unacceptable

Comment Date: November 2, 2005

Regarding: Surface Transportation Board
' STB Docket No. AB-8 (Sub-No. 430X)

We oppose the abandonment of the historic BNSF {originally St. Louis - San Francisco) rail line
linking the Oklahoma City Union Station rail yard to Will Rogers Airport, the FAA / Mike
Monroney Center and cities along that route from Wheatland / Mustang to Lawton-Ft. Sill, Altus-
Altus Air Force Bass and Quanah, Texas.

it is entirely plain that this sbandonment proceeding is bsing driven, NOT by any real or
overriding nead of the railroad companies operating it, but under great pressure from the
Oklshoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) which desires to replace the Union Station rail
yard with a new urban expressway.

Claims by the BNSF and Stillwater Central Railroad {SLWC) Companies that no traffic has moved
over the line for at least two years are manifestly false, The rail cn the old Frisco line through
Union Station is shiny fram regular use today. Reliable observers report daily movement ot at
least one SLWC train from east to west and back from west to east over this line each day to
switch cement plants and other business loceted southwest of Union Station.

While claims are made that other routes ars available for traffic presently handied by this line, it
is plain that the substitute lines are of lower quality, especially as regards grade crogsing safety.

in today's liability, litigation and security environment, what railroad company sefious about
grade crossing safety would, antirely of its own considerations. petition for abandonment of
long-standing, entirely functional overpasses of arterial street traffic in a dense urban
environment in favor cf at-grade crossings on those same streets? The answer is as carain as
the absurdity of the question.

OCOT's claims that "rail traffic on the new BNSF ; SLWC main will be light* ate callaa into much
question in light of surging demand for rail services driven by uncertain motot fuel prices.

if ODOT gets its way in this case (and this abandoment petition is clearly much more “ODOT's*
than "BNSF /. SLWC's"), usars of the arterial Robinson and Walker corridors from south Qklzhome
City to downtown will face interruptions by at-grade rail traffic for the first time in 75 years. it is
an entirely unacceptable endangerment of the public 10 no good end.

We urge the Surface Transportation Board to reject this abendonment. For purposes of safety,
mobility and future muitimodal transpaortation options, the current BNSF alignment through
Union Station is very close tc "optimum” as it stands today. Allowing the deliberste destruction
of this irreplaceable, high-quality facility by a state agency distinguished only by its inerrant
recard of massive debt creation makes no sensae at all.
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DB Vocketr No. Bid-l (Sub-No, 14Z0X)  Tehh on® 3
Proposed abandoment of historic BNSF rail line connecting Okiahoma City
Union Station to Will Rogers Airport and southwestern Oklahoma is unacceptable

Comment Date. November 2, 2005

Regarding: Surface Transportation Board
‘ STB Docket No. AB-8 (Sub-No. 430X)

We appose the abandonmaent of the historic BNSF {originally St. Louis - San Francisco) rail fine
linking the Okiahoma City Union Station rail yard to Will Rogers Airport, the FAA / Mike
Monronasy Cemnter and cities along that route from Wheatland / Mustang to Lawton-Ft, Sill, Altus-
Altus Air Force Bese and Quanah, Texes.

It is sntirely plain that this abandonment praoceeding is being driven, NOT by any real or
overriding need of the railroad companiss operating it, but under great pressure from the
Okishoma Department of Transportation (OBOT) which desires to replace the Union Station rail
yard with a new urban expressway.

Claims by the BNSF and Stillwater Central Railroad {SLWC) Companies thet no traffic has moved
over the line for at least two years are manifestly false. The rail on the old Frisco line through
Union Station is shiny from regular use today. Raliable observers report daily movement of at
least one SLWC train from east to west and back from west to aast over this line each day to
switch cement plants and other business located southwest of Unian Station.

While claims are made that other routas ara available for traffic pressertly handled by this line, it
is plain that the substitute lines are of lower quality, especially as regards grade crossing safety.

in taday s liability, litigation and security environment, what railroad company sarious about
grade crossing safety wouid, entirely of its own considerations. petition for abandonment of
long-standing, emirely functional ovarpasses of acterial street traftic in a dense urban
snvironment in favor of at-grade crossings on those same streets? Tha answer is as cenain as
the absurdity of the question.

ODOT's claims that "rail traffic on the new BNSF / SLWC main will be light® are callea into much
question in light of surging demand for rail services driven by uncertain motor fue! prices.

It ODOT gats its way int this case {(and this abandoment petition is clearly much more "ODCT's’
than "BNSF /. SLWCs"), usars of the erterial Robinson and Walker corridors from south Okishome
City to downtown will face interruptions by at-grade rail traffic for the first time in 75 years. It is
an entirely unacceptable andangsrment of the public to no good end.

We urge the Surface Transportation Board to reject this abandonment. For purpases of safsty,
mobility and future muitimodal transportation options, the current BNSF alignment through
Union Station is vary close tc "optimum® as it stands today. Allowing the deliberate destruction
of this irreplaceable, high-quality facility by a state agency distinguished.only by its inerrant
racord of massive debt creation makes no sense at sll.
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OB Ducket No. Bl lo( Sdo-No. uzdx) o # 1
Proposed abandoment of historic BNSF rail line connecting Oklahoma City
Union Station to Will Rogers Airport and southwestern Oklahoma is unacceptable

Comment Date: November 2, 2005

Regarding: Surface Transportation Board
STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 430X)

We oppose the asbandonment of the historic BNSF (originally St. Louis - San Francisco) rail line
linking tha Oklahoma City Union Station rail vard to Will Rogers Airport, the FAA ; Mike
Monroney Center and cities along that route from Wheatland / Mustang to Lawton-Ft, Sill, Altus-
Altus Air Force Base and Quanah, Texas.

ltis entirely plain that this abandonment proceeding is being driven, NOT by any real or
overriding need of the railroad companies operating it, but under greet pressure from the
Oklshoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) which desiras to replace the Union Station rail
yard with & new urban expressway.

Claims by the BNSF and Stillwater Central Railroad (SLWC) Companies that no traffic has moved
over the line for at least two years are manifestly false, The rail on the old Frisco line thro ugh
Union Station is shiny from regular use today. Reliable observers report daily movement of at
least one SLWC trein from east to west and back from west to east over this line each day to
switch cement plants and other business located southwost of Union Station,

While claims are made that other routes are available for traffic presently handled by this line, it
is plain that the substitute lines are of lower quality, especially as regards grade crossing safety.

In today's liability, litigation and security environment, what railroad company serious about
grade crossing safety would, entirely of its own considerations, pstition for abandonment of
long-standing, entirely functional overpasses of arterial street traftic in a dense urban
environment in favor of at-grade crossings on those same streets? The answer is as cartain as
the absurdity of the question.

ODOT's claims that *rail traffic on the new BNSF / SLWC main will be light" are called inte much
question in light of surging demand for rail services driven by uncertain motor fuel prices.

If ODOT gets its way in this case (and this abandoment petition is clearly much more "ODOT's"
than "BNSF /. SLWC's"), users of the arteriai Robinson snd Walker corridors from south Okiahoma
City to downtown will face interruptions by at-grade rail traffic for the first time in 75 years. It is
an entirely unacceptable endangerment of the public to no good end.

We urge the Surface Transportetion Board to reject this abendonment. For purposes of safety,
mobility and future mulitimodal transportation options, the current BNSF alignment through
Union Station is very close to "optimum" as it stands today. Allowing the deliberats destruction
of this irreplaceable, high-quality facility by a state agency distinguished only by its inerrant
record of massive debt creation makes no sense st all.
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STB Docket No. AR-(Svb- No. 30Xy ke hhon 5
Proposed abandoment of historic BNSF rail line conne 'IIY Okiahoma City
Union Station to Will Rogers Airport and southwaestern Okiahoma is unacceptable

Comment Date: November 2, 2005

Regarding: Surface Transportation Board
STB Docket No. AB-8 (Sub-No. 430X)

We oppose the abandonment of the historic BNSF (originally St. Louis - San Francisco) rail line
linking the Oklahoma City Union Station rail yard to Will Rogers Airport, the FAA ; Mike
Monroney Center and cities along that route from Wheatland / Mustang to Lawton-Ft. Sill, Aius-
Alus Air Force Base and Quanah, Texes.

It is entirely plain that this abantonment proceeding is being driven, NOT by any real o¢
overriding need of the railroad companiés operating it, but under great pressure from the
Oklehoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) which desires to replace the Union Station rait
yard with a8 new urban expressway.

Claims by the BNSF and Stiliwater Central Railroad (SLWC) Companies that no traffic has moved
over the line for at least two years are manifestly false. The rail on the old Frisco line through
Union Station is shiny from regular use today. Reliable observers report daily movement of at
least one SLWC train from east to ‘west and back from west to east over this line each day to
switch cement plants and other business located southwest of Unicn Station.

While claims are made that other routes ars available for traffic presently handled by this line, it
is plain that the substitute lines are of lower quality, especially as regards grade crossing safety.

in today's liability, litigation and security enviranment, what railrosd company saerious about
grade crossing safety would, antirely of its own considerations. pstition for abandonment of
long-standing, entirely functional overpasses of anerial street traffic in s dense urban
environmaent in favar of gt-grade crossings on those same streets? The answaer is as cartain as
the absurdity of the question.

OCOT's claims that "rail traffic on the new BNSF / SLWC main wil! be light" are callea into much
question in light of surging demand for rail services driven by uncertain motor fuel prices.

it ODOT gets its way in this case (and this abandoment petition is clearly much more "ODOT's*
than "BNSF /. SLWC's"), users of the arterial Robinson and Walker corridors from south Okishome
City 1o downtown will face interruptions by at-grade rail traffic for the first time in 75 years. it is
an entirely unacceptable endangerment of the public to no gaod end.

We urge the Surface Transportation Board to reject this abendonment. For purposes of safety,
mobility and future muitimodal transportation aptions, the current BNSF alignment through
Union Station is very close to "optimum"” as it stands today. Allowing the deliberate destruction
of this irreplaceable, high-quality facility by a state agency distinguished only by its inerrant
racord of massive debt creation makes no sensa at all.
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BIO-ENERGY WELLNESS CENTER 3021 N Classen Bivd., Oklshoma City, OK-73106
; Dr. Michac! Richmrds, N.D. (405) 524-4000

Noverober 4, 2005

Burlingion Northern-Santa Fe Railroad
Attn: Skdney Strickland, Jr. & Associstes
3050 K. Street, N.W., Suite 101
Washingwn, D.C. 20007

RE: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 430X)
Dear Mr. Strickiand:

This letter is to serve notice to you that we protest the abandonment of the BNSF rail line
comeeﬁngOkMomaCityUnionSuﬁoumWﬂlkmsAirmmePMlMMMmmey
w,mmmmwmwmmwmﬁsmmmrm
Base and Quanah, Texas.

This abandontment procedure probably stems from Oklahoma's Department of Transportation
(ODOT) efforts to replace the Union Station railyard with & new urban crosstown expressway,
which wonld effectively obliterate the BNSF rail line, which is still a useful and functional il
system. We are disappointed that BNSF would cave into ODOT and Kie, saying that the track hes
not been used in two years.

By arrengement with BNSF this line is used daily by an SLWC train from cast to west and back
from west 10 east to switch cement plants and other businesses located southwest of Union
Station. Any claims otherwise are false. We have filed ample documentation of this contioved
use with the Surface Transportation Board.

In light of surging demands nationwide for rail services as alternate transportation means due to
the ever burgeoning traffic on highways and expressways, this abandonment could creste
far~reaching effects upon our transportation options in the greater metro area of Oklahoma City,
as well as throughoit southwest Oklahoma and even into Texas. This is not the only
repercussion effect caused by abandoning this rail service. Long-standing artesial corridors
ranging from downtown OKC and south, will also be congested and clogged during the proposed
construction of this expressway. Additionally, with today's high fuel costs, this rail system in the
near future could help reduce these costs, and boost railroad business.
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BIO-ENERGY WELLNESS CENTER 3021 N Classen Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK-73106
Dr. Michael Richards, N.D. (405) 524-4000

November 4, 2005

Stillwater Central Railroad
At Kadd Morell _ .
1455 F Smeet, NW, SV Y€ D25
Washington, D.C. 20005

RE:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 430X)

Dear Mr. Morell:

This letrer is to serve notice 1o you that we protest the abandonment of the BNSF/Stillwater
Central rail line connecting Okiahoma City Union Station to Will Rogers Airporn, the FAA/Mike
Monroney Center, and cities along that route from Wheatland/Mustang to Lawton-Ft.Sill, Alms
Ajr Force Base and Quanah, Texas.

This abandonment procedure probably stems from Oklaboma's Department of Transportation
{ODOT) efforts to replace the Union Station railyard with a new urban crosstown expressway,
which would effectively obliterate the BNSF rail line (leased by Stiliwater Central), which is still
a useful and functional rail system. We are disappointed that BNSF and Stiltwater Central wounld
cave into ODOT and lie, saying that the track has not been used in two years.

By arrangement with BNSF this line is used daily by an SLWC train from east to west and back
from west to east to switch cement plants and other businesses located southwest of Union
Station. Any claims otherwise are false. We have filed ample documentation of this continued

use with the Surface Transportation Board.

In light of surging demands nationwide for rail services as alternate transportation means due to
the ever burgeoning traffic on highways and expressways, this abandonment could create
far-reaching effects upon our ransportation options in the greater metro area of Oklshoma City,
as well as throughout southwest Oklahoma and even into Texas. This is not the only
repercussion effect caused by abandoning this rail service. Long-standing artetial corridors
ranging from downtown OKC and sotith, will also be congested and clogged during the proposed
construction of this expressway. Additionaily, with today's high fuel costs, this rail system in the
near future could help reduce these costs, and boost railroad business,
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