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nion Pacific Railroad’s
Bailey Yard in North
Platte, Nebraska, is the

Targest railroad classification yord in
the world. It was named in honor of
former Union Pacific President

Edd H. Baley,

If the University of Nebraska
Cornhuskers were to play here,
they'd have enough room for 2,759
Fotball Fields.

This massive yard covers 2.850
acres, reaching a total length of eight
miles, well heyond the borders of
North Platte, a community of 24,500
citizens.

Put end-to-end, Bailey Yard's
260 miles of track wauld reach
nearly from North Platte in western
Nebraska east tu Omaha on the lowa
border along the Missauri River.

Every 24 hours, Bailey Yard
handles 10,000 railroad cars.

OF those, 3,000 are sorted
daily in the yard's eastward and
westward yards, nicknamed “hump”
yards. Using a mound cresting 34
feet for eastbound trains and 20.!
Feet For those heading west, these
two hump yards aflow four cars a

minute to rol gently into any of

Looking east to overpass, receiving
yards, bowl tracks and finally North
Platte in far background

Classitication bowls for eastbaund
and westbound traffic, shown in
center and upper left of photo,
contain 1M tracks and thousands
of cars. Diesel shop at right.

114 “howl!" tracks where they

become part of trains headed for
dozens of destinations. Together,
these two yards have 18 receiving

and 16 departure tracks.

“

" This massive yard covers 2,850 acres,
reaching a total length of 8 miles.




Bailey Yard's goods tell the story of
merican commerce.

ailey Yard daily
handles an average
of 120 teains bound far cities as
distant as the East, West and Gulf
Coasts of America as well a5 the
Canadian and Mexican borders.

Bailey Yard's goads tel the
story of American commerce, for
through here pass refrigerators,
TV's, coal, automobiles, potataes,
fruit, wine, lumber, corn, sugar,
steel, chemicals and hundreds of
other commadities used every day.
As goes Bailey Yard, so goes the
nation, for it is an ecanomic
barometer of America.

Mare than ane hundred million
dollars has been spent in the mod-

ern era of diesel-electric Jocomotive

arge photo at left shows car

Large ph Jeft sh

pulled by gravity into one of 64 tracks
in eastbound classification bowl.

Looking across bowl tracks
where cars are sorted for many

destinations.

In bottom photo, Terry Lally
makes sure everything looks
good during track maintenance

project in yard.

power to boost Bailey Yard to its
position a» the world's leacing
vailroad yard.

North Platte is home to 2,200
Union Pacitio employees, including
those who wark in the yard and

shops and those who operate over-

the-road trains,




esides sorting

cars to build new

teains, Bailey Yard
also accommodates a growing num-
ber of “unit” trains which carry only
one commodity to one customer.
Seventy per cent of the traffic
through Bailey Yard is of this nature.

Up to 27 coal trains originating
daily in the Powder River Basin of
northeast Wyoming are good exam-
oles of unit trains which need only
inspecting and quick servicing befare
continuing. Thus, “run-thraugh”
tracks were constructed at Bailey
to avoid delays.

Energy growth has also required
construction of 10 westbound depar-
ture tracks and the coal yard, where
450 coal cars can be stored on seven
<pare tracks until needed to il trains
to contract length. Plans are under-
way to add enough track For another
1,500 cars.

Union Pacific continues to invest
heavily in capital projects at North
Platte in orcer to accommodate the
demands of our customers. This
demonstrates our commitrment to

customers and the community

Spike drivers swing those hammers
while Fixing yard track. In photo
From left: Mario H. Miramontes,

Joseph J. Gonzales, Jose L. Rivas.

Jose W. Hernandez, Dale E.
Hendrickson, and Juan Malina.

Every day, Bailey Yard sorts 3,000
cars; at right is the westbound
bow! surrounded by receiving and
departure yard tracks.

Looking acrass
Bailey Yard are
some of the
10,600 cars.
handled daily.

More than a hundred million dollars has been
spent to boost Bailey Yard to jts position as
the world's leading railroad yard.




Union Pacific Railroad

Bailey East

€ Service
Fadiity
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Center
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Eastbound Bowl - 64 Tracks
‘Westbound Bowl - 50 Tracks

Run-Through Tracks - 7

East Receiving Yard - 9 Tracks
West Recening Yard - 9 Tracks

East Departure Yard - 7 Tracks
West Departure Yard - 10 Tracks

Van Yard - 13 Tracks
Westbound Coal Tracks - 11

Main Line Tracks
Future Main Line

Union Pacific Fruit Express Track

- Spare Car Yord

Yard Tracks

Visttor's Center Route

Diesel Repair Shop

“One Spot” Car Repar Facility/Track
Car Cleaning Facility

Bailey Command Center




New “one-stop” servicing facilities for locomotives (above and lower right) for eastbound and westbound
traffic keep trains on the ga. These include auto, trailer-container, coal, grain and mixed freight trains.

< “Union Pacific continues to invest

*heavily in capital projects at North Platte.

orth Platte’s new
fueling and servicing
centers at the westbound and east-
bound yards cut as many as 12 hours
off the time needed to prepare loco-
motives for departing trains. The 180
cervice track employees process
more than 8,500 engines per month.
In an average day, 300 locomotives
are serviced,

One of Union Pacific’s largest
Tocomative repair shops is located
here. The L-shaped structure is large
enough to house three football fields.
Its 600 employees can repair 750
Jocomotives manthly, operating 24

hours a day. Eleven tracks, remote-

controlled overhead cranes and
elevated wark bays help speed
the work.

Bafley Yard mechanical forces
fill Tocomtives with 14 million

gallons of diesel fuet every month.

At left, Doug Kirts services

locamotives with sand.

Welder Bill Freeman, below, making
repairs in shop at Bailey Yard.

Percy Kight stops his maintenance
vehicle For a moment.




car repair facility
with three complete-
ly equipped “one-
spot” tracks repairs an average of
50 cars daily. The shop replaces
10,000 pairs of wheels yearly and has
3 fleet of trucks to repair small
defects in teains. Its employees do
1,000-mile car inspections. Light
repairs are completed in less than an
hour sa cars can be quickly moved
back into trains. The shop can repair
18 to 20 cars per hour, with shifts
ranning 24 hours.

Maicolm Hamff controls all
traffic from the Bailey Yard
Command Center.

“One Spot” car
shop replaces
18,000 pairs of
wheels annually

Unicn Pacific Fruit Express, a
subsidiary of Union Pacific Railroad,
has a fleet of more than 4,000
mechanical refrigerator cars and
trailers. It largest pre-trip apera-
tion s at Bailey, where up to 75
cars per day are conditioned. fueled
and prevared fur the next shipment
of fresh Fruits and vegetables.
These “reefer” cars are distributed
to Joading territories, primarily in
Idaho and the Pacific Northwest.
North Platte also inspects loaded
reelers to insure proper tempera-
ture and fuel supply.

The Bailey Command Center
controls all movements through

Bailey Yard, utlizing the latest

55

computer-based contrals. Baley is
tied to the Harriman Dispatching
Center in Omaha, which controls
hundreds of inter-sity trains perating
dally throughout Union Pacific’s
23:state system

Union Pacific employees in
North Platte are paid about $100 mil-
lion annually. Besides 2,200 UP work-
ers and their Families, North Platte is
home ta 1500 UP retirees. North
Platte and Union Pacific are truly
synonymous terms.

Bailey's importance was recog-
nized this year when it was entered
into the Guinness Book of Records as

the world’s largest railroad yard.

Ron Cooper repairs 2 lacomotive in the diesel shop.

Fai/ey Yard shops

acomotives mont

i
h’/Y 750

Bob Knoll uses oversize wrenches

to fix giant focemotives.




[ ] ‘ istory

Situated along the Great Platte River Road, North Platte was & stosping point for settlers

using the Oregn, Mormon, Overland and Pony Express trails in the 19th Century. Then came

Union Pacific Railroad when Gen. Grenville Dodge et aside land For 4 railruad Division Point in Augast of 1866,

It so0n became apparent that Narth Platte was geograchically blessed. being the midpoint between Chicago and Salt Lake

City as well as the half-way marker between Omaha and Denver. . Ut Pt g, Mok Pl £

On December 3, 1866, the First
train entered what then was
knewn as a "Hell on Wheels”
town Filled with railroad construe-
tion workers and their tay alangs,

In 189,
EH. Hariman
purchased Unian
Pacific at auction
in Dmaha.

In 1910,
construction of
the second main
Tine cemmenced

thraugh North

From December
25,1941 ta April 1,
1946, the Narth
Platte Canteen
Tosated in the
cassenger depat
served more than 6
million members of
the armed furces.

in April 1971,

the new diesel shop.

was opened,

Between 1964 and
1970, the eastbound
hump yerd and
diesel shop were
constructed,

Brtween 1988 and
1991, westtound

In October of 1973, and eastbound Fueling
a “one-spot” car Facilities were con.
recair faciliy was  structed and  coal
opened. yard was excanded,

On November 1, 1973, the
passenger depot was demalished
and replaced with a historical
marker and mini-park in 1975,

Pl ot o
1995 Guinness Boak of Records

In 1994, the ezstbound
fuel Facilty was cpered.

On Janvary 2, 1867,
main line operations
uficially nommenced
in North Platte.

show via rail and wagn.

replaced the following year.

North Platte Canteen

a communication
and multi-purpose
building was opened

1n 1985, the new
westbaund hump
yard was dedicated.

and comguter
aided dispatching
was installed.

In 1995, the new
westhound fuel
Facility was opened,
This was also the

Platte. _
| I Depot and Hotel |
‘ Fram 1878 t0 1913, William “Butfalo 81" Cody 0On November 17. 1915, In November 1948, the west in 1992, the
‘ lved and organized his Wild West show From his Union Pacific Hatel and retarder yard was cpened. westhound coal
r ranch north of the rail yard. He transported the Depot burned and was In March 1979, yard was expanded
i

rst year Baley
Yard was officially
recognized in the
Guinmess Book of
Requrds 25 the
world's largest
il yord
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