FLORIDA WEST COAST RAILROAD COMPANY

416 MAIN STREET

P.0. Box 1267
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(352) 463-1103
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Part of January 21, 2004
Public Record Y

TO: ALL PARTIES ON THE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST --
PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(b)

Re:  Florida West Coast Railroad Company, Inc. — Abandonment and
Discontinuance of Service — In Alachua and Gilchrist Counties, Florida —
Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB-347 (Sub-No. 3X)

Dear Sir/Madam:

In connection with the preparation of the Environmental and Historic Report in
the above referenced matter, by notice dated November 6, 2003, the Florida West Coast
Railroad Company solicited commentary from the parties identified on the attached
service list.

On or about February 15, 2004, the Florida West Coast Railroad Company
expects to file a Petition for Exemption with the United States Surface Transportation
Board pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR 1152.50, Subpart F, seeking authority to
abandon and discontinue service over a line of railroad between approximately railroad
milepost 734.0 in Trenton, FL and railroad milepost 721.0 in Newberry, FL. Attached is
an Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected
environmental impact and/or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the Surface Transportation Board's independent environmental analysis
of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe
that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the Board's
environmental review process, please contact the Section of Energy and Environment
(SEE), Room 3219, Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423, telephone
number (202) 927-6211, and refer to the above Docket Number. Because the applicable
statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your
written comments to SEE (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks.
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Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental
and/or historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action.

If there are any questions concerning this proposal, please contact our
representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Attorney David H. Anderson
who may be contacted at 288 Littleton Road, Suite 21, Westford, MA 01886,
Telephone: (978) 392-9995.

e

David H. Andérson
Counsel for the

Florida West Coast
Railroad Company, Inc.

Enclosure



Before the
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC

DOCKET NO. AB-347 (Sub-No. 3X)

FLORIDA WEST COAST RAILROAD COMPANY, INC. --
ADANDONMENT AND DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE
IN ALACHUA AND GILCHRIST COUNTIES, FLORIDA

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
MADE PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 AND 1105.8

INTRODUCTION

The Florida West Coast Railroad Company, Inc. ("FWCR"), a Class Il common
carrier by railroad, intends to file a Petition for Exemption with the United States Surface
Transportation Board pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. 1152.50, Subpart F, seeking
authority to abandon and discontinue service over a line of railroad between
approximately railroad milepost 734.0 in Trenton, FL and railroad milepost 721.0 in
Newberry, FL (the "Line"). A map depicting the Line is attached as Exhibit A to this
Report.

Pursuant to the requirements set forth at 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 and 1105.8, LVRC
hereby submits its Environmental and Historic Report (the "Report"). In preparing this
Report, FWCR consulted with certain federal, state and local agencies, as indicated on
the Service List that accompanies this Report. All representations made herein are made
to the best of FWCR's knowledge, information and belief, and are based upon
information from such correspondence and materials that was otherwise available to
FWCR as of the date of this Report.

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

1. Proposed Action and Alternatives - Section 1105.7(e)(1)

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the
planned disposition, if any, of any rail line and other structures that may be
involved, and any possible changes in current operations or maintenance
practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.
Include a readable detailed map and drawing clearly delineating the project.
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The proposed abandonment will eliminate a Line that no longer carries any
traffic. No arrangements to reroute overhead traffic over other lines are necessary, as the
Line does not carry overhead traffic. The only alternative to this action would be to not
abandon the Line and to pass the costs of retaining the Line on to all other FWCR
shippers, resulting in an inefficient use of FWCR's assets. FWCR plans to salvage the
rail, ties, OTM and other railroad appurtenances located along the Line, leaving the right
of way in a neat, clean, smooth and safe condition for future use by third parties. In
response to the preliminary environmental notices in this matter, FWCR was contacted
by telephone by Doug Hathaway (850-222-7911) of the Trust for Public Land, a non-
profit organization with an interest in trails use of abandoned rail lines. For this reason,
FWCR believes that the Line may be suitable for conversion to certain public purposes,
including recreational uses. A map of the Line is attached as Exhibit A to this Report.

2. Transportation System - Section 1105.7(e)(2)

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation
systems or patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight)
that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of
the proposed action.

As no traffic currently exists on the Line, the proposed action will have no effect
on regional or local transportation systems or patterns, and no diversion of either
passenger or freight traffic will result.

3. Lane Use - Section 1105.7(e)3)

(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.
Describe any inconsistencies.

By letters dated November 6, 2003, FWCR addressed the Alachua County
Commissioners and the Gilchrist County Commissioners, seeking information as to their
current land use plans. To date, no reply has been received from either agency. For the
reasons to be set out in FWCR's Petition for Exemption, FWCR believes that continued
rail use of the Line would not be economically viable. Accordingly FWCR concludes
that the proposed action is consistent with local and regional land use plans.
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(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the
effect of the proposed action on any prime agricultural land.

By letter dated November 6, 2003, FWCR addressed the State Conservationist,
USDA Soil Conservation Service in Bronson, FL. To date, no response has been
received from this agency. Accordingly, FWCR concludes that the proposed action will
not impact local soil.

(iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone,
include the coastal zone information required by Section 1105.9

The Line is located inland, and the proposed action will not affect land or water
uses within a designated coastal zone.

(iv) I the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right
of way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and
explain why.

FWCR believes that the Line is suitable for public purposes, including roads,
highways and recreation.

4. Energy - Section 1105.7(e)(4)

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources.

The proposed action will not affect transportation of energy resources.
(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.
The proposed action will not affect recyclable commodities.

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease
in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

The proposed action will result in an increase in energy efficiency, as FWCR will
be permitted to better utilize its assets, including energy resources, to serve its remaining
railroad line and customers.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage
of more than (a) 1,000 rail carloads per year or (b) an average of 50 rail
carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected line, quantify the
resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and
methodology used to arrive at the figure given.
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No diversion of traffic from rail to motor carriage will result from the proposed
action.

5. Air - Section 1105.7(e)(5)

(i) If the proposed action will result in either (a) an increase in rail traffic of
at least 100 percent or an increase of at least eight train miles a day on any
segment of rail line affected by the proposal, or (b) an increase in rail yard
activity of at least 100 percent, or (c) an average increase in truck traffic of
more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any
affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.

The proposed action will not result in such increases in rail or truck traffic.

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment areas under the
Clean Air Act, and will result in either (a) an increase in rail traffic of at least
S0 percent of an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail
line, or (b) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent, or (¢) an
average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles on an given road segment, then state whether any
expected increased emissions are within the parameters established by the
State Implementation Plan.

The proposed action will not result in such increases in rail or truck activity.

(iii) If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide
and freon) is contemplated, identify the materials and quantity, the
frequency of service, safety practices, the applicant's safety record on
derailments, accidents and spills, contingency plans to deal with accidental
spills, and the likelihood of accidental release of ozone depleting materials in
the event of a collision or derailment.

The transportation of such materials is not contemplated.

6. Noise - Section 1105.7(e)(6)
If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed,
state whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental increase in
noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more or (ii) an increase to a noise level of

65 decibels Ldn or greater.

None of the thresholds identified in Section 1105.7(e)(5)i) will be surpassed.




7. Safety - Section 1105.7(e)(7)

(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).

FWCR believes that public health and safety (including vehicle delay time at
railroad grade crossings) will be improved due to the elimination of the Line.

(ii) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are
being transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous
compounds; safety practices (including speed restrictions); the applicant's
safety record on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; contingency
plan to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release
of hazardous materials.

Hazardous materials are not expected to be transported.

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste site or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spills on the right of way, identify the
location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.

FWCR is not aware of any such sites on the Line.
8. Biological Resources - Section 1105.7(e)(8)

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat and, if so, describe
the effects.

By letter dated November 6, 2003, FWCR addressed the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service office in Panama City, FL to determine whether any such species or habitats
might be so affected. To date, FWCR has received no reply to that correspondence. For
that reason, FWCR believe that the proposed action will not adversely affect any
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as critical habitats.

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or state parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

No wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or state parks or forests will be
affected by the proposed action.




9. Water - Section 1105.7(e)}9)

(i) Based on consultation with State water officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable federal, state or local water
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

By letters dated November 6, 2003, FWCR solicited comments from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency and the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection. To date, no response has been received from these agencies. Accordingly,
FWCR has no reason to believe that the proposed action is inconsistent with applicable
federal, state and local water quality standards.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act are required for
the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100 year flood
plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

By letter dated November 6, 2003, FWCR addressed the Jacksonville, Florida
office of the Army Corps of Engineers in these regards. To date, no response has been
received from this agency. For this reason, and based on FWCR's limited plan to remove
salvageable materials from the Line without disruption to the right of way or adjacent
lands, FWCR does not believe that any permit would be required with respect to the
proposed action. Similarly, FWCR does not believe that any designated wetlands or 100
year flood plains will be affected by the proposed action.

(iii) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act are
required for the proposed action.

Please see responses above.
10. Proposed Mitigation - Section 1105,7(e)(10)

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental
impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

FWCR has not prepared a plan to mitigate adverse environmental impacts of the
proposed abandonment and salvage activities because no adverse environmental impact
will result from the proposed action. Again, FWCR has no plans to disrupt the railroad
right of way or adjacent lands. In the event that any concerns arise regarding adverse
environmental impacts, FWCR will work with the appropriate federal, state and local
authorities in order to mitigate the effects, if any, of the abandonment and salvage
activities on the environment.
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11. Additional Information for Rail Constructions - Section 1105.7(e)(11)
Not applicable.
12. National Geodetic Survey — Section 1105.7(b)(10)

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration was contacted by letter
dated November 6, 2003. The response received from that Agency is attached hereto at
Exhibit B.

HISTORIC REPORT
1. Maps - Section 1105.8(d)(1)

A map depicting the Line is attached as Exhibit A to this Report. No significant
bridges or other significant structures are located on the Line.

2. Right of Way - Section 1105.8(d)(2)

The right of way comprising the Line is typically 60 to 100 feet in width. The
Line passes primarily through farm lands and small towns, with customary private and
public vehicular crossings. The Line possesses no other significant features.

3. Photographs - Section 1105.8(d)3)

Please see responses above.

4. Description of Structures - Section 1105.8(dX4)

Please see responses above.

S. History of Operations - Section 1105.8(d)5)

The Line extends between Trenton and Newberry, FL. The Line was purchased
by FWCR in 1987 from CSX Transportation, Inc., which had determined that the Line
was 10 longer viable for CSX's operations. Since that time, FWCR has attempted to
revive traffic on the Line with little success. Over the past number of years, rail traffic on
the Line has dwindled to only a few carloads per year.

6. Documents - Section 1105.8(d)(6)

Please see responses above.
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7. National Register of Historic Places - Section 1105.8(d)(7)

By letter dated November 6, 2003, FWCR solicited comments on the proposed
abandonment from the State Historic Preservation Officer ("SHPO") at Tallahassee, FL.
To date, no reply to that letter has been received. Accordingly, to FWCR's knowledge,
information and belief, the Line does not meet the criteria for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places. Abandonment of the Line and salvage of the track materials
would not affect archeological evidence, as the Line will be left in good, clean, neat and
smooth condition, and any damage done by railroad activities at the site would have been
done during the original construction of the Line.

8. Environmental Conditions - Section 1105.8(dX8)

FWCR knows of no prior subsurface ground disturbances, fills or environmental
conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery
of resources (such as swampy condition or the presence of toxic wastes) and the
surrounding terrain.

CERFITICATION OF DELIVERY OF INITIAL
ENVIRONMENTAL NOTICES — Section 1105.7(¢c)

As required by Section 1105.7(c), FWCR hereby certifies that, by letters dated
November 6, 2003, it solicited comments from the agencies identified in Section
1105.7(b). The Service List for such notices is attached hereto.

CERTIFICATION OF DELIVERY OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND
HISTORIC REPORT -- Section 1105.7(b)

FWCR hereby further certifies that copies of this Environmental and Historic
Report have also been sent to the agencies identified in Section 1105.7(b). The Service
List for such notices is attached hereto.

CERTIFICATION OF PUBLICATION OF
NEWSPAPER NOTICES — Sections 1105.7(c) and 1105.12

As required by Section 1105.7(c), FWCR hereby certifies that a copy of the
preliminary environmental notice that was sent to the agencies identified in Section
1105.7(b) was also published in the Gilchrist County Journal, a newspaper of general
circulation in Alachua and Gilchrist Counties, on or about November 16, 2003.
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FWCR further certifies that, as of the date of this Environmental and Historic
Report, it forwarded the public notice, in the form specified by Section 1105.12, for
publication in a newspaper of general circulation in Alchua and Gilchrist Counties.
FWCR's Petition for Exemption shall not be filed less than twenty (20) after such
publication.

Further certification of these publications shall be provided at the time of FWCR's
filing of its Petition for Exemption.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: January 21, 2004 FLORIDA WEST COAST
RAILROAD COMPANY, INC.




EXHIBIT A

MAP OF RAILROAD LINE TO BE ABANDONED

Please see attached map.

Topographical features and related references can be found by accessing the following
topographical may web site.

WWW.TOPOZONE.COM
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EXHIBIT B

GEODETIC SURVEY RESPONSE
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WOV 26 2002

Ms. Victoria J. Rutson

Chief, Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street, N.W,

Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Dear Ms. Rutson:

The area in question on the map with the Environmental and Historic Reports for the proposed
rail line abandonment of Florida West Coast Railroad Company, Inc., for a line of railroad
between approxamately railroad milepost 734.0 in Trenton, Florida, and railroad milepost 721.0
in Newberrv, Florida, STB Docket No, AB-347 {Sub-No, 3X), has been reviewsd within the
areas of National Geodetic Survey (NGS) responsibility and expertise and in terms of the impact
of the proposed actions on NGS activities and projects.

As aresult of this review, 8 geodetic station markers have been identified that may be affected by
the proposed abandonment; a listing of these markers is enclosed. Addiiional information about
these station markers can be abtained via the Internet or NGS CD-ROM. A fact sheet for these
two data retrieval methods is enclosed. If there are any planned actvities which will disturb or
destroy thess markers, NGS requires not less than 90 days notification in advance of such
activities in crder to plan for their refocation.

If further information is needed for this geodetic marker, contact Mr. Frank C. Maida,
His address 18 NOAA, N/NGS2, Room 8736, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring,
Maryland 20910-3282, telephone: 301-713-3198 fax: 301-713-4324, e-mal;

Frank.Maidz {25 QY
Sincerely,
R Y R
Lo e bl LTy
Pt
iof

Richard A. Snay

Chief, Spatial Reference System Division
Enclosures
ce: NANGST - G, Mitchell

N/NGS1x1 - R, Taylor
David H., Anderson. Florida West Coast Railroad Co., Inc.

@ Privted oo Rovreled Paper

T8 V4 Had

4
1

4

1
[¥u)
il
1

1

A
-l
o
on )

R




FLORIDA WEST COAST RAILROAD COMPANY, INC.
IN ALACHUA AND GILCHRIST COUNTIES, FLORIDA
BETWEEN TRENTON AND NEWBERRY
DOCKET NO. AB-347 (SUB-NO. 3X)

§ GEODETIC CONTROL MARKS IN THE PROPOSED ABANDONMENT AREA

PIDS DESIGNATION LATITUDE LONGITUDE
AR0190 T30 N2938353 W0824225

- ARD189 S50 N293901 W0824432
AR0186 TYLER2RM3 N293907 W0824549
ARO187 TYLER RM 2 N293908 W0824548
AR0184 R 30 N263906 WOR24550
AR1569 TYLER . NZ293907 WO0824551
ARQOISS TYLER 2 N293907 W0824551
ARO221 P50 N293700 W0824905
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National Geodetic Survey - News Flash!

g

Are you interested in getting the mast current position, height, and
descriptive information for ali the geodetic control points in the National
Spatial Reference System? Are you interested in getting this information
immediately, free of cost, and whenever you want it? With an Internet
connection, this information is yours to download.

* GEODETIC DATA AVAILABLE FREE ON THE INTERNET
|

The National Geodetic Survey's (NGS) data sheet containg position, height,
and descriptive information for approximately 750,000 control points
throughout the United States. The data sheet provides:

The geodetic coordinates and the orthometric height for each point

The horizontal and vertical daturms on which the information iz based
State plane coordinates and Universal Transverse Mercator coordinates :
Modeled -geoid height, ellipsoidal height, modeled gravity, and Laplace correction
A description of the station's location and how to reach it E :

T v oY ¥ 5

To obtain his information, set your Web hrowser to r
http//www.ngsnoaa.gov/products_services htiml : i

For more information contact:
E NCAA, National Geodetic Survey, N/NGS 12 i
J 1315 East-West Highway, Station 08202 ;i
Silver Spring, MD 20210 1

| Teiephone: (301} 713-3242; Fax: {301) 713-4172 1
Eﬁi} Monday through Friday, 7:.00 am. - 430 pm. Eastern Time i
http; %’VWW ngs nosa.gov ; 1




SERVICE LIST
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT (49 CFR 1105.7(b))
Florida West Coast Railroad Company, Inc. — Abandonment and Discontinuance of
Service — In Alachua and Gilchrist Counties, Florida
Docket No. AB-347 (Sub-No. 3X)

FEDERAIL. AGENCIES CONSULTED:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region IV

Mail Code APT-AE

345 Courtland Street, NE

Atlanta, GA 30365

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1612 June Avenue
Panama City, FL. 32405

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019
Attention: SAJRD

National Park Service
National Park Service
1100 Ohio Drive, SW
Washington, DC 20242
U.S. Soil & Conservation Service
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

P.O. Box 37
Bronson, FI. 32621




22-

National Geodetic Survey

National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282
(301) 713-3425

STATE AGENCIES CONSULTED:

State Clearinghouse

Florida State Clearinghouse

Executive Office of the Governor / OPB
The Capitol

Tallahassee, FL. 32399-0001

State Agency of Transportation

Rail Office
Department of Transportation
State of Florida

605 Suwannee Street - Mail Sta. 25
Tallahassee, FL. 32399-0450

State Environmental Protection Agency

Department of Environmental Protection
State of Florida

3900 Commonwealth Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL. 32399-3000

State Historic Preservation Office

Office of the Director

State Historic Preservation Officer
Florida Department of State
Capitol Building

Tallahassee, FL. 32301-8020




State Coastal Zone Management Agency

Florida Coastal Program Manager
Department of Environmental Reg.
Twin Towers Office Building
2600 Blair Stone Road
Tallahassee, FL. 32301

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSIONS:

Gilchrist County

Gilchrist County Board of Commissioners
P.O. Box 37
Trenton, FL 32693

Alachua County

Alachua County Board of Commissioners
P.O. Box 2877
Gainesville, FL. 32602-2877
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