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AUG 11 2002 q VIA: FEDERAL EXPRESS

Part of
Hon. Vernon A. Williams Public Recorg
Secretary :
Surface Transportation®Board
Mercury Building, #711
1925 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Re:  Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption - Elk and Cameron
Counties, Pennsylvania
Docket No. 854 (X)
Environmental/Historic Report

Dear Secretary Williams:

Enclosed for filing are the original and ten copies of the Environmental/Historic Report
being filed in connection with the above-referenced matter. As indicated in the Report,
Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. expects to file its verified Notice of Abandonment on or

about September 8, 2003. Please time-stamp the extra copy of this letter to indicate receipt,
and return it to me in the stamped, self-addressed envelope provided for your convenience.

Respectfully,
4

Leanore D. Bellis

Enclosures

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



Dated:

Before the

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

ALLEGHENY & EASTERN RAILROAD, INC.
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION OF ABANDONMENT
FROM REGULATION
PURSUANT TO
49 C.F.R. §1152.50

Elk County and Cameron County, Penns%lvania
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ENVIRONMENTAL/HISTORIC REPé%T

ERIC M. HOCKY

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.
Four Penn Center

Suite 200

1600 JFK Blvd.

Philadelphia, PA 19103

(215) 563-9400

Attorney for

Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc.

August 8, 2003



Before the

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

ALLEGHENY & EASTERN RAILROAD, INC.
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION OF ABANDONMENT
FROM REGULATION
PURSUANT TO
49 C.F.R. §1152.50

Elk County and Cameron County, Pennsylvania

Docket No. 854 (X)

ENVIRONMENTAL/HISTORIC REPORT

Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("Applicant") will be
filing a verified notice of abandonment on or about September 8§,
2003. This vreport is being filed in connection therewith in
accordance with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§1105.7 and 1105.8.
To prepare this report Applicant consulted with various state and
federal agencies. See the letters attached as Exhibit A. Based on
the written responses attached as Exhibit B, and the oral responses
noted in the Response Log attached as Exhibit C. Applicant states

as follows:



A. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
(49 C.F.R. §1105.7)

1. Proposed action and alternatives

Applicant proposes to abandon a portion of its line of
railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s inéElk
County, Pennsylvania {(milepost 131) and a point in the southeas#ern
corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania (milepost
149.9%"). No service has been provided on this line by Applicant
for over two years. Abandonment of the line will allow Applicant
to salvage the track and materials. At this time, there appears to
be no alternative to the proposed action. See Exhibit D for a
topographical map of the line to be abandoned.

2. Effects on transportation system

Since no traffic has been handled on the line for over
two years, no traffic will be diverted. The proposed abandonment
will have no effect on regional or local transportation systems or
patterns.

3. Land use

(i) Applicant is unaware of any regional or local land
use patterns with which the proposed abandonment would be

inconsistent. Applicant served notices of the proposed abandonment

'In the letters sent by Bpplicant, the ending milepost was stated as
“149.95". Applicant has determined that the proper end point of the abandonment
is at milepost 149.9.



on: Pennsylvania State Conservation Commission, National Park
Service (Northeast Region), National Park Service (National Center
For Recreation and Conservation), National Park Service (Land
Resources Division), Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, Elk County Commissioner, Cameron County Board of
Commissioners, The National Geodetic Survey N-NGS2, Cameron County
Conservation District, Elk County Conservation District, USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service (State Conservationist), and
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. See

Exhibit A. No responses have been received.

Applicant did receive a copy of a letter, dated June 25,
2003, from Mr. Richard A. 8Snay, Chief of the National Geodetic

Survey (National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration) addressed to
Victoria J. Rutson, Chief of the Section of Environmental Analysis
(Surface Transportation Board), that provides a listing of 30
geodetic markers that may be affected by the proposed abandonment.
Mr. Snay notes that if the markers are to be disturbed or
destroyed, at least 90 days notice is required. The proposed
abandonment will not affect these markers.

(ii) The proposed action is believed to have no affect on
any prime agricultural land. Notice of the abandonment has been
served on the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, a copy
of which is attached as part of Exhibit A. No response has been

received.



(iii) ©Notice of the abandonment has been served on the
Office For River Basin Cooperation, Coastal Zone Management
Program, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, a
copy of which is attached as part of Exhibit A. The Coastal Zone
Management Program’s response by letter, dated June 12, 2003, see
Exhibit B, stated that the abandonment is located outside of
Pennsylvania’s Coastal Zones and will not impact these zones.

(iv) This property is located primarily in a rural afea.
Although there are no current plans for the right-of way té be
turned over for public use, the Borough of Emporium telephonea on
behalf of Elk County and Cameron County, and expressed interest in
a rail banking agreement. See the Response Log attached as
Exhibit C. During a telephone call, the Borough of Emporium’s
Manager stated that the parties understood that it was too soon to

file a request for a rail banking agreement.

4. Energy

(i) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on
the transportation of energy resources.

(ii) The proposed abandonment will have no effecﬁ on
recyclable commodities.

(iii) Since the line has not been used for at léast
the past two years, there will be no effect on overall enérgy
efficiency.

(iv) The proposed abandonment will not divert any



traffic from rail to motor carriage since there has been no local
traffic on the line.

5. Air

The proposed abandonment will not result in any increases
in rail or truck traffic or activity.

6. Noise

The proposed abandonment will not result in any increase
in noise levels.

7. Safety

The proposed abandonment will not have any effect on
public health or safety.

8. Biological Resources

(i) Applicant has given notice of the proposed
abandonment to the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s Pennsylvania
Regional Office, see Exhibit A. The US Fish and Wildlife Service’s

response letter, dated June 24, 2003 (see Exhibit B), states that

there are no “National Wildlife Refuges, National Fish Hatchefies
nor National Environmental Centers operated by the Fish and
Wildlife Service within the wvicinity of the proposed site”. lThe
letter further notes that “except for occasional transient species,
no federally listed or proposed threatened or endangered ‘

species ... are known to occur within the project impact area”Eand
that “no biological assessment nor further consultation under the

Endangered Species Act ... are required with the Service. This



determination is valid for two years from the date of this letter.”

Based on this response, Applicant does not believe the
action will adversely affect endangered or threatened species or
critical habitats, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, or National or
State parks or forests.

(ii) Applicant does not believe wildlife sanctuaries or
refuges, National or State parks or forests will be adversely
affected by the proposed abandonment. Further, based oh a
suggestion in the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s response letﬁer,
dated June 24, 2003, Applicant sent additional notice of ithe
proposed abandonment to the Pennsylvania Game Commission andéthe
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, see Exhibit A. The US ﬁish
and Wildlife Service’s response letter also recommended contacﬁing
the following agencies who were already included in Applicant’s
initial mailing for the abandonment, see Exhibit A: Pennsylvania
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the Department
of Environmental Protection. To date, no response has been
received from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources.

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
(“PA DEP”) responded in a Certified letter dated June 27, 2003,3§§§
Exhibit B. The response states that “Chapter 105 of the Departaent
of Environmental Protection’s regulations requires a permit p#ior

to the abandonment of any stream crossings”. Applicant} is



consulting further with PA DEP to determine what permits if any,
will be required in connection with abandonment and salvage of the
rail line. Applicant will comply with any applicable regulations.

The Pennsylvania Game Commission telephoned Applicarnt on
July 22, 2003 to determine the exact location and ownership of the
line. Applicant faxed the history of the line, a copy of which is
attached to this report as Exhibit H. A log of the rele&ant
telephone calls is included in Exhibit C.

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission respondeé by
letter dated July 10, 2003, that the “Commission had no commen£ on

this issue.” See Exhibit B.

9. Water

(i) The proposed abandonment will be handled in a manner
that is consistent with the applicable local, State and Federal
water guality standards. No effect is expected on water quality.
Further Applicant received a response from PA DEP, stating tﬁat:
“Crossings that may affect adjacent property owners because they
are too small or deteriorated may need to be removed during:the
abandonment of the line. Structurally sound culverts/bridges:may
remain in place under a permit that would be issued...” As noﬁed,
Applicant will comply with any applicable regulations.

(ii) Applicant has received a letter dated July 15, 2003
from the Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, stating that

no permit is required from them because the project does not



include “the placement of fill into any wetland area or other
waters of the United States” (gee Exhibit B). Further, to the best
of Applicant’s knowledge, the proposed abandonment does not contain
either wetlands or 100-year flood plains.

(1ii) Applicant has =sent notice of the intended
abandonment to the US Environmental Protection Agency (Region 3),
the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’sg Northwest
Regional Office and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental

Protection’s Northcentral Regional Office, sgee Exhibit: @ A.

Applicant has received no response from the US Environmental
Protection Agency (Region 3) or from the Pennsylvania Departmenﬁ of
Environmental Protection’s Northwest Regional OCffice. The respénse
from the Pennsgylvania Department of Environmental Protectién's
Northcentral Regional Office, discussed previously, contained no
reference to the Clean Water Act. The proposed abandonment will be
handled in a manner that is consistent with the applicable loéal,
State and Federal water quality standards.

10. Proposed Mitigation

Since no adverse environmental impacts are expected, no
mitigation is proposed.

11. Additional Information for Rail Constructions

Not applicable.
12. Consultation

As shown by the copies of letters attached hereto?as



Exhibit A, Applicant has consulted with Secretary of - the
Commonwealth, Pennsylvania State Conservation Commission,
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (Northwest
Regional Office), Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection (Northcentral Regional Office), Office For River Basin
Cooperation (Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protectibn),
Elk County Commissioner, Cameron County Board of Commissionérs,
Environmental Protection Agency (Region 3), US Fish and Wildiife
Service (Regional Office for Pennsylvania), U.S. Army’s Corpé of
Engineers (Pittsburgh District), National Park Service (Northéast
Region), National Park Service (National Center For Recreationéand
Conservation), National Park Services (Land Resources Divisién),
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Pennsylvénia
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, The Natiénal
Geodetic Survey (National Ocean and Atmospheric Administratién),
Cameron County Conservation District, Elk County Conservaéion
District, Pennsylvania Game Commission’s Bureau of Law Enforcement
(North Central Regional Office), and Pennsylvania Fish and éoat
Commission (Northcentral Region). Written responses were received
only from the following agencies: Secretary of the Commonwealth,
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (Northcentral
Regional Office), Office For River Basin Cooperation (Pennsylvahia
Department of Environmental Protection), United States Fish and

Wildlife Service {Pennsylvania Regional Office), Department Of The



Army Corps of Engineers (Pittsburgh District), National Geodetic
Survey (National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration), and
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (Northcentral Region).
Copies of the written responses are attached hereto as Exhibit B.
The only oral contact, subsequent to the receipt of a
written response, was with PA DEP - Northcentral Regional Office
and with the Pennsylvania Game Commission Bureau of Law Enforceﬁent
(North Central Regional Office) [for the latter, gee above
Paragraph A. 8(ii)l]. PA DEP responded to a request by :the
Applicant for clarification as to the required Permit. Althbugh
not sent an Environmental Notice, telephone calls were also
received from the Borough of Emporium pertaining to rail banking.
A log of the responses and all telephone calls is attached as
Exhibit C. ‘
13. Certifications
Applicant certifies that it:
(a) Consulted with the agencies listed in 49 C.E.R.
§1105.7(b), as described in paragraph No. 12 above;
(b) Sent on this date copies of this report to éach
of the agencies consulted;
(c) Published on July 10, 17" and 24th, 2005, a

notice in the The Daily Press, a paper with general circulation in

Elk and Cameron Counties in Pennsylvania in the form specified in

49 C.F.R. 8§1105.12, that alerted the public to the proposed

10



abandonment, to available reuse alternatives, and to how it may
participate in this proceeding. A copy of the proof of publication
is attached as Exhibit E; and

(d) Will not file its verified notice of
abandonment until at least twenty (20) days after the agencies have

been served with a copy of this report.

11



B. HISTORIC REPORT
(49 C.F.R. §1105.8)

The information required by 49 C.F.R. §1105.7(e) (1) is

set forth in Section A.1 above.

1. U.S.G.S. Topographic Map

U.8.G.S. topographic map showing the location of : the
proposed abandonment is attached hereto as Exhibit D.

2. Description Of Right Of Way

Applicant proposes to abandon a portion of its line of
railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk
County, Pennsylvania (milepost 131) and a point in the southeas&ern
corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania (mileﬁost
149.9). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Cédes
15857 and 15834. This property 1is located primarily in a
mountainous rural area. At pointsg, small streams parallel ana/or
cross under the line. See Exhibits D, F and G. The width of the
right of way varies. However, the right of way is predominately 66
feet wide.

The proposed abandonment includes a stone inlet arcﬂway
and four deck bridges. Photographs of these structures and tﬂeir
surrounding terrain are attached as Exhibit F. The locations{and
the dimensions of these structures are included in the chart
attached as Exhibit G. Applicant does not currently intend to

alter or remove these structures.

12



3. Dates Of Construction

Information in Applicant’s possession concerning the
stone inlet archway and deck bridges, their dates of construction
and known repairs is shown in the attached chart as Exhibit:@ gG.
Information on mid-sized culverts along the line is also inclﬁded
in Exhibit G.

4. Photographs

Photographs of the 1line, including the stone iﬁlet
archway, the deck bridges, and the immediate surrounding area are
attached as Exhibit F.2

5. History Of Carrier Operations In The Area

A history of the line proposed to be abandoned and‘its
carrier operations is attached as Exhibit H. Because of the lack
of service, Applicant proposes to abandon the line and to sal%age
the track materials. All track removal work will be done on toé of
the road bed. Nothing beneath the road bed will be disturbed!

6. Documentation of Historic Structures

The structures on this line that are 50 years oldior
older are the stone inlet archway and the four deck bridges ghat
are identified in Exhibit G. Their dates of construction andiany
known repairs are included in the chart. The Applicant’s recdrds

on these structures are contained on microfilm in the Applicant’s

ZApplicant has not included photographs of these culverts as they are not
prominent structures, and they handle only intermittent water flows.

13



possession. The line also contains one known historic mid-sized
culvert, see Exhibit G. This culvert was constructed of concrete
in 1952. This information was derived from a review of the maps of

the proposed abandonment and the Applicant’s inspection reports.

7. National Register of Historic Places/ Archaeological
Resources :

The proposed abandonment consists of the tracks, ' the
track bed, deck bridges, a stone inlet archway and culverts. iThe
historic features are: the stone inlet archway, the four &eck
bridges and the concrete culvert. Notice of the planned

abandonment was served upon the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum

Commigsion (“PA Historical Commission”). See Exhibit A. Th% PA
Historical Commission responded by letter, dated July 10, 2603,
that they required more information in order to evaluate the effect
of the abandonment on the historic properties, see Exhibit B. This
Historic Report will serve as Applicant’s response to the PA
Historical Commission’s request.

As the proposed abandonment is not anticipated to afﬁect
the historic stone inlet archway, the deck bridges or the concﬁete
culvert beyond the removal of the rails, the abandonment shouldinot

raise any concerns with the PA Historical Commission.

14



8. Environmental Conditions

Applicant

is unaware of any prior subsurface ground

disturbance or f£ill, or environmental conditions which might affect

the archaeological recovery of resources or the surrounding

terrain.

Dated:

August 8,

2003

Respectfully submitted,

ERIC M. HOCKY ........... "/

GOLLATZ, GRIFF@EM& EWING P.C.
Four Penn Center

Suite 200

1600 JFK Blwvd.

Philadelphia, PA 19103

(215) 563-9400

Attorney for

Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc.

15
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GOLLATZ

‘213 WEST MINER STREET

PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEeEST CHESTER, PA 19381

TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177

WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT -~ L AW

LEANORE D. BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com
June 30, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
Northcentral Region

466 Robinson Lane

PO Box 5306

Bellefonte, PA 16823

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") proposes to abandon
its line of railroad which runs hetween a poirt north-of St. Mary’s in 71k County, Pennsvivatia (milepost
131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania (milepost
149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 15834. A map
showing the location of the line is attached.

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulations, we are
consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

)

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON
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PA Fish and Boat Commission, page2 June 30, 2003

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment proposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322).

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Beliis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire



GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET
PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381
TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT - L AW

LEANORE D. BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com
June 30, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

Pennsylvania Game Commission
Bureau of Law Enforcement
North Central Regional Office
1566 South Route 44 Highway
Post Office Box 5038

Jersey Shore, PA 17740-5038

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

Dear Sir or Madar:

This ietter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") propce2s.to abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsyivania (milepost
131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania (milepost
149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 15834. A map
showing the location of the line is attached.

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulations, we are

consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON
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PA Game Commission, page 2 ’ June 30, 2003

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment proposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322).

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire
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GOLLATZ
213 'WEST MINER STREET
PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381
TELEPHONE ©10.692.8116 & E w ! N G
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177 .
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT - L AW

LEANORE D. BELUIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com

June 26, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

PA Department of Transportation
400 North Street

8™ Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17120

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") proposes to abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvania (milepost
131) ~=d a point in the coutheastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania {milepost-
149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 15834. A map
showing the location of the line is attached.

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulations, we are

consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



PA Department of Transportation, page 2 June 26, 2003

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment proposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322).

Thank you for your cooperation. ‘

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cC: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

s

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

SNEZT CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



GOLLATZ

213 WEST MINER STREET

PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381

TELEPHONE ©610.6922.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177 .

WWW.CGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT - LLAW

LEANORE D. BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com

June 5, 2003 :
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

Elk County Conservation District
P.O. Box 448

Courthouse

Ridgway, PA 15853-0448

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") proposes to abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary's in Elk County, Pennsylvahia (milepost
131) and a paint in the coutheastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County,-Penrisylvania - mnilepest
149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 15834. A map
showing the location of the line is attached.

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. ALY
believes that the abandonment autharization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulations, we are

consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



Elk County Conservation District, page 2 June 5, 2003

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment proposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322). ‘

Thank you for your cooperation.

Véry truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTOM;
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GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET

PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381

TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.8177

WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT - L AW

LEANORE D. BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com

June 5, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

Cameron County Conservation District
P.O. Box 136
Empotium, PA 15834

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X).

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is to advise you tiiat Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") proposes to abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvania (milepost

© 131} and a point in the southeastern corner of Empotium in Camercn County, Penrisylvania (miepost -

149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 15834. A map
showing the location of the line is attached.

No local service has been provided on the fine for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulations, we are

consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



Cameron County Conservation District, page 2 ' June 5, 2003

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment proposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322).

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPH!IA WIHLMINGTOM



GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET
PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381
TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT - LAW

LEANORE D. BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com

June 5, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

Mr. Edward McKay

The National Geodetic Survey N-NGS2
Station 8813

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Raiiroad, Inc. ("ALY") proposes to abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvania (milepost
1321) and a point in theutheastern cornar of Emporium in.Cameron County, Pennsylvania (milepost
149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 15834. A map
showing the location of the line is attached.

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulations, we are

consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA - WILMINGTON



Mr. Edward McKay, page 2 June 5, 2003

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment proposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322).

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET
PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA {9381
TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT - L AW

{_EANORE D. BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
ibellis@ggelaw.com

June 5, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Executive Office
7th Floor

Rachel Carson State Office Building

P.O. Box 8767

Harrisburg, PA 17105-8767

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") proposes to abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvania (milepost
131) and 2 pointin the scutheastern -orner of Encriura in Cameron County, Pannsylvaniz (milepost -
149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 15834. A map
showing the location of the line is attached.

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulations, we are

consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, page 2 June 5, 2003

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment proposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322).

Thank you for your cooperation,

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Beliis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

i
tindh

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET :
PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 \
TELEFHONE 610.692.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT - L AW

LEANORE D. BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com

June 5, 2003 |
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
One Credit Union Place, Suite 340
Harrisburg, PA 17110-2993

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") proposes to abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary's in Elk County, Pennsylvania (milepost
131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania (milepost
+432.95). - This line tiavereses through United States Postal ZIF Codes 1547 and 15834. £ map
showing the location of the line is attached. :

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No. 854 X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulations, we are

consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment. 3

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, page 2 June 5, 2003

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area%of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the

environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322).

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

proposal or if

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA

WILMINGTON



GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET i
PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 i
TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE  610.692.9177 i
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT - LAW

L EANORE D. BELLIS ‘
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com

\
|
June 5, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

|
|
National Park Services |
Land Resources Division i
M.S. 3622

1849 C Street, NW - \
Washington, DC 20240-0001 |

Docket No. 854 (X)

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment ‘
|

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is to advise you that Alleghenty & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") propeses to abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvania (milepost
131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvanib (milepost
149.95).. This line traverses through United Stares Postal 7IP Codes 15857 and 15834, Amap = o
showing the location of the line is attached.

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any

documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

ALY does hot believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

|
|

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulations, we are
consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment. 1

|
|
\
|
|
|
|
|
|

|
GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C. l
.
\

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA i WILMINGTON



National Park Services, page 2 June 5, 2003

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the areé of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant efﬁect upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonmentproposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322). 3

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET |
PO Box 796 IGRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 }
TELEPHONE 610.692.8116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177

LEANORE D. BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132

Ibellis@ggelaw.com |

June 5, 2003 |
VIA: FIRST CLAS$ MAIL

|
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS—A:\T—LAW
|

National Park Service |
National Center For Recreation and Conservation }
M.S. 3622 4 |
1849 C Street, NW . i
Washington, DC 20240-0001 ‘

Docket No. 854 (X)

\
RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment \

Dear Sir or Madam: ' ‘\‘

This letter is to advise you that Aliegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY"™) proposjs to abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvania (milepost
131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvanja (milepost
149.95). TThis line “averses through Hnitzd States Postal ZIF Codes 15857 aid 15834. - A map
showing the location of the line is attached.

Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to sefk Surface
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket N

. 854 (X).

|
ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requeFting it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed acgtion. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulatibns, we are
consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have asto
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

ﬂ"

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA | WILMINGTON
|



National Park Service, page 2 June 5, }2003

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the aref? of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment‘proposal orif
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322). \

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



&

GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET .
PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 '
TELEPHONE 610.692.8116 ) & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177 ,
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT - L AW

LEANORE D. BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com

June 5, 2003

Northeast Region

Regional Director

National Park Service

U.S. Custom House

200 Chestnut St., Fifth Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

Dear Sir or Madam:

VIA: FIRST CLAS$ MALL

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. (“ALY") o -Jposels to abandon

its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvai
131) and a point inthe southeestern corne::of Ermporium in Cameron County, Penn:/iveni
149.95). This line traverses thruugh United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 15834. A
showing the location of the line is attached. 1

nia (milepost
a (milepos?:
map

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment

pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. ALY

believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the en

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulati
consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may ha
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

ironment.

ons, we are
e as to

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA

WILMINGTON
i



National Park Service, page 2 ; June 5, 2003
We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant efﬁect upon the

environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment jproposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322).

1
Thank you for your cooperation. ‘;
\

Very truly yours, |

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



GOLLATZ

213 WEST MINER STREET ;

PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381

TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE  610.692.9177 !
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT - L AW

LEANORE D. BELUIS

DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132

Ibellis@ggelaw.com
June 5, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh District
2032 William S. Moorhead Federal Building

1000 Liberty Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

\
Dear Sir or Madam: ‘
|
|

This leter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") proposés to abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvdnia {mitepost
131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania (milepost
149.95). This iine traverses through United States Postzi ZIP Codes, 15857 and 15834. A map
showing the location of the line is attached. }

|

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to se(tsk Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket N?. 854 (X).

|

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonmé:ant. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those reque‘bting it.

|

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed aé;tion. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the enyironment.
|

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulatiions, we are

consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may hayve as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON




U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh District, page 2 June 5, 2003
|
We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment proposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322). |

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire |

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA | WILMINGTON



GOLLATZ

213 WEST MINER STREET

l}
PO Box 796 . GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 |
TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177 |
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT ~-LAW

LEANORE D. BELUS ‘«
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com
June 5, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

US Fish and Wildlife Service
Regional Office - PA

300 Westgate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035-9589

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

Dear Sir or Madam:

|
|
This letter is to edvise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") pmpose% to abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvania (milepost
131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania (milepost
149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 1583 A-map =
showing the location of the line is attached. |

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandponment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those reque%ting it.

|
ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed acﬁion. ALY -
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulati(ins, we are
consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment. l

|
|
\

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA “ WILMINGTON



US Fish and Wildlife Service, page 2 June 5, ;003

|
We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant efféct upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment proposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322).

Thank you for your cooperation.

|
|
|
il
|
|
|
|
|

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

]
WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA “ WILMINGTON
|



GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET |
PO Box 796 » IGRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 1
TELEFHONE 610.682.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177 ‘
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - * T - LAW
[

LEANORE D. BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
ibeliis@ggelaw.com

June 5, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

Region 3

Environmental Protection Agency
1650 Arch Street -
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is to advise you that. Allegheny & Fastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") proposes %o ubandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Eik County, Pennsylvania (milepost
131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania (milepost
149.95). This line traverses through U itec States Postal ZIF Codes 15857 and 158./4. A map
showing the location of the line is attached.

Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment

. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to segk Surface

pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket N )

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.
|

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulatilnns, we are

consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA ‘\ WILMINGTON



Environmental Protection Agency, page 2 June 5, 2003

|
i
i
|
\

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area &‘)f your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment p(roposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322). w

Thank you for your cooperation.

|
|
Very truly yours, \

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

|

|

|

|

\

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire l
I

\

|
|
|
|
-
WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA ‘\ WILMINGTON
\

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.




C

GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET i
PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 }
TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 l\& E W [ N G
|

FACSIMILE 610.692.9177
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ATTORNEYS - AT - LAW
|
\
|

LEANORE D. BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com

June 5, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

|
|
|
Board of Commissioners Chair |
Cameron County }
20 East 5th Street ' ‘
County Courthouse

Emporium, PA 15834-1469 |

|
|
RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment i
Docket No. 854 (X) ‘\
|
|
|
|

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") proposes to abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvama (milepost
131) and a paint in the southeastern: corner >f Emporiv i in. Cameron County, Pennsyi vanna (rikepost
149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 15834. A map
showing the location of the line is attached.
|

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface

Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment

pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket Nd. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonmént Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those reque$tmg it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed actlon ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the en\(lronment

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulations, we are
consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may ha\‘(e asto
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA

|

|

|

|

|

\

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C. J
“ WILMINGTON



Board of Commissioners Chair, page 2 June 5, 2003

|
|

|
We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area\of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment proposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322). }‘
Thank you for your cooperation. ‘3

Very truly yours, |

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map) |

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire |

|
GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C. |

WeEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA \\ WILMINGTON
|



213 WEST MINER STREET GOLLATZ

PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 |

I
TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177 |

|
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT - L AW

|
LEANORE D. BELLIS |
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132 }
Ibellis@ggelaw.com w}

June 5, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

|

|
Commisioner ‘\
Elk County \
Court House Annex Building \
300 Center Street ‘
P.O. Box 448 ‘
Ridgway, PA 15853

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment ‘
Docket No. 854 (X) \

Dear Sir or Madam: v : ' \

\
|
\
i
[
|
i
i
|
|
|

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") propose\ to abandon
its line ¢ railrozd which runs between a point north of St. Mary's in izlk County.: Perngyivania (milepost
131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameror: County, Pennsylvan|$ (milepost
149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 15834. A map
showing the location of the line is attached. i

|

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board autharization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No| 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights.of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those reques ing it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed acmon ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulatidns we are
consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may havie as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMII\GTON

N



Commisioner. Elk County, page 2 June 5, 2003

|
We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment proposal or if
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322).

Thank you for your cooperation. “

Very truly yours, 1

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map) \\

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET

PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 ’
TELEFPHONE 610.692.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177 |
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT - L AW

LEANORE D. BELLIS

DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132

Ibellis@ggelaw.com
June 5, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Northcentral Regional Office

208 W. Third Street

Suite 101

Williamsport, PA 17701-6448

RE: Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") propose:l, to abandon
-its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvaiia (milepost
131) and a point in the southeastan corner of Emiporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania {milepost .
149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 15834. A hlap
showing the location of the line is attached. 3
No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to segk Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No‘ 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonme%t. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those reque#ting it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulations, we are
consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA

WILMINGTON



Pennsylvania Dept. of Environmental Protection, page 2 June 5, 2003
|

environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment}proposal orif
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322). ‘;
|

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis \
Legal Assistant |
|
\
\
|

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA I WILMINGTOM



GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET !
PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 ‘

. |
TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.682.9177 '
WWW.GGELAW.COM

i
ATTORNETYS - AT - L AW

LEANORE D, BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
bellis@ggelaw.com |

June 5, 2003

VIA: FIRST CLASSIL MAIL

|
|
Pennsylvania Dept. of Environmental Protection i
Northwest Regional Office }
230 Chestnut Street ‘ }
Meadville, PA 19335 |
|

|

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment \
Docket No. 854 (X)

|
|
Dear Sir or Madam: \‘

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastﬂrn Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") pr upoae)‘s o abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvama (milepost
131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emponum in Cameron County, Pennsylvam@ (milepost
149.95). This lins traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 -and 15824, Almap
showirig the location of the line is attached. |

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abanqonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket Nq. 854 (X).

|
ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of wby Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those reque$t|ng it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed actlon ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment.

|
In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulations, we are
consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have asto
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment. w

|
\

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area bf your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effett upon the

|

|

|

I

|

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C. j
I
|

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA

‘ WILMINGTON



=

Pennsylvania Dept. of Environmental Protection, . page 2

|

June 5, 2003
|

environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment f‘proposal orif

you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322).

Thank you for your cooperation.

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

|
|
|

|
|

WEST CHESTER

PHILADELPHIA

WILMINGTON



GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET |
PO Box 796 \GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 |
TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177 |
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - ﬂ T - L AW

LEANORE D. BELUIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com

June 5, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

Pennsylvania State Conservation Commission |
Agriculture Building, Room 407 |
2301 North Cameron Street " |
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17110 i

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

Dear Sir or Madam:

Thic letter is to advise vou that Allegheny & Eastern Railrcad, Inc. ("ALY") proposes to abariion
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylv&nia (milepost
131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania (milepost
149.95).  This line traverses through Unite”' States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 15824, Almap
showing the location of the line is attached. i

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those reque%ting it.

|
ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed adtion. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the en{/ironment.

|
In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulations, we are
consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may ha\(e asto
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment. \

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon the

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA ‘ WILMINGTON
|



' Pennsylvania State Conservation Commission, page 2 June 5, 2003
1

|
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment \proposal orif
you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322). \

Thank you for your cooperation.

|

|

|

|

Very truly yours, ‘\

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant
|
|
|

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire |

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON



GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET i
PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEeST CHESTER, PA 19381 i
TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 \\& EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.8177 |
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - A T - LAW

LEANORE D. BELLIS ‘«‘
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132 \‘
tbellis@ggelaw.com ‘
June 5, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

Secretary of the Commonwealth
302 North Office Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120 |
|
RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

|
|
|
Dear Sir or Madam: “

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") proposes to abandon
its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsyivania (milepost
131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania (milepost
149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and 15834. A|map

|

|

|

|

showing the iocation of the line is attached.

1
No Jocal service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No. 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment. Based
upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. ALY
believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the enyironment.

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable regulatifns, we are
consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment. |

|

|

We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of your

authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant eﬁeh upon the
environment or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment ﬁroposal orif

you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322).

GOLLATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA WILMINGTON

|
\
l
|



Secretary of the Commonwealth, page 2 June 5, 2003

Thank you for your cooperation.

|
3
I
i
|
|
|
|
!
I
I
|

Very truly yours, \

Legal Assistant

Leanore D. Bellis \

Enclosure (Map) \
\

|

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

GOLIATZ, GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA \ WILMINGTON



SIZET CeESTER PrHILADELPHIA

GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET

|
PO Box 796 . IGRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 i
TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 | & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177 [
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - AT - L AW

LEANORE D. BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com \

June 5\ 2003
VIA: FIRST CLAS§ MAIL

Office For River Basin Cooperation

Coastal Zone Management Program

PA DEP

P.O. Box 2063

400 Market Street, 15" Floor )
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandanment
Docket No. 854 (X)

|

|
Dear Sir or Madam: ‘

abandon its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County,
Pennsylvania (milepost 131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameron
County, Pennsylvania (milepost 149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal Z1p
Codes 15857 and 15834. A map showing the location of the line is attached. |

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") proposeito

No local service has been provided on the line for over two years. ALY plans to seek
Surface Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of
abandonment pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in
Docket No. 854(X). |

|

Please advise us whether the proposed abandonment is within Pennsylvania’s coastlal
zone. If it is within the coastal zone, please advise further (1) if the proposed abandonment is
an action listed for review in Pennsylvania’s coastal zone management plan, and (2) if the |
action is so listed, whether the proposed action is consistent with the coastal zone managerinent
plan. |

|
|
|
|
]
|
|

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C

Wi MINGTON



Coastal Zone Management Program, p. 2

the abandonment proposal or if you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (61

June 5,:2003

|
|
|
I

We would appreciate a response prior to July 7, 2003. If you have any questions“‘about

9116 (ext. 4322).

Enclosure

(Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C.

1
\
1

|
|

0) 692-

PHILADELPHIA

WILMINGTON
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GOLLATZ
213 WEST MINER STREET !
PO Box 796 GRIFFIN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 |
TELEPHONE 610.622.9116 & EWING
FACSIMILE 610.692.9177 |
WWW.GGELAW.COM ATTORNEYS - A‘ T - L AW

LEANORE D. BELLIS
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132
Ibellis@ggelaw.com

June 5, 2003
VIA: FIRST CLASS MAIL

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
300 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120

RE:  Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854 (X)

Dear Sir or Madam: \

This letter is to advise you that Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. ("ALY") proposes to
abandon its line of railroad which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvania
(milepost 131) and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania
(milepost 149.95). This line traverses through United States Postal ZIP Codes 15857 and T5834. A map

showing the location of the line is attached.

No local service has been rrovided on the .ine for over two y=ars. ALY plans to seek |Surface
Transportation Board authorization for its abandonment by filing a verified notice of abandonment
pursuant o the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §1152.50 on or about August 4, 2003 in Docket No| 854 (X).

ALY plans to salvage the rail and to remove the ties following the line's abandonment.
Based upon information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights of way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

The deck bridges and inlet archways along this line are over 50 years old. ALY does not
currently intend to alter or remove these structures.

ALY does not believe that there are any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.
ALY believes that the abandonment authorization will not have a significant effect upon the environment
or any historic structures. \

In advance of preparing an environmental and historic report as required by applicable
regulations, we are consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns \:Nhich they
may have as to environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment.

|

|
We would appreciate an expression from you by July 7, 2003 that, within the area of ybur authority,
you do not perceive that the abandonment of the line will have a significant effect upon thq environment

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING. P.C. |

WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA LWILM[NGTON
|




( ¢

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, p. 2 June 5, 2003

or historic preservation. If you have any questions about the abandonment proposal, or if \you need
assistance in this matter, please call me at (610) 692-9116 (ext. 4322).

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

Enclosure (Map)

cc: Eric M. Hocky, Esquire

GOLLATZ. GRIFFIN & EWING, P.C.

I
WEST CHESTER PHILADELPHIA ‘\ WILMINGTON
|
i
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213 WEST MINER STREET

GOLLATZ
PO Box 796 }
WEST CHESTER, PA 19381 GRIFFIN
TELEPHONE 610.692.9116 |
FACSIMILE  610.692.9177 & EWING
WWW.CGELAW.COM

Lea D. BELUSs
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132

ATTORNEYS - ATI’LAW
Ibellis@ggelaw.com \
\
|

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL FORM

DATE: JULY 22, 2003 \

TO: JASON RAUP (717) 787-6957 PA Game &m’%"“r%
|
FROM: LEA BELLIS

|
|
THE ORIGINAL WILL NOT BE MAILED TO YOU. \
NO. OF PAGES (INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET): 2 |

MESSAGE: Let me know if you need anything more. Lea

\

|
THIS FAXED MATERIAL AND THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN IT IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE

USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN
INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE. Ifithe
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or an employee or agent responsible for delivering the
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us

immediately by telephone and return the original message to us by mail. Thank you.
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Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. |
Brief History of Construction & Operation of the “
Emporium to St Marys, PA Rail Line

The rail line between Emporium and St Marys was constructed in 1864 by the

i
Philadelphia and Erie Railroad Company (Pennsylvania Railroad Company was lessee
and was subsequently operated by same.

The Philadelphia and Erie Railroad Company was merged into The Pennsylvania
Railroad Company in 1907.

The New York Central Railroad Company merged into The Pennsylvania Railroad
Company in 1968 and the surviving entity became the Penn Central Transportation

Company. Penn Central Transportation Company filed for bankruptcy in 1970.

Penn Central Transportation Company conveyed the rail line to Consolidated Rail
Corporation in 1976.

Consolidated Rail Corporation conveyed the rail line to Allegheny Railroad Company A
subsidiary of Hammermill Paper Company) in 1985.

Allegheny Railroad Company (then a subsidiary of International Paper Company) \
conveyed the rail line to Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. in 1992. L
0

Both freight and passenger services were provided on n the line from its inception in 186

until the early 1960’s, when passenger service was dlscontmued

ik

From the time ot acqmsmon by Allegheny Railroad Company in 1985 to the present
there were no customers of common carrier freight services located on the Emporium t
St Marys rail line. A small amount of interchange traffic with Consolidated Rail
Corporation at Emporium was handled over the line into the 199()’5 by Allegheny
Railroad Company and later Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc.!

Other carriers operated unit trains over the line under special contract service for
International Paper Company. This overhead contract service ended in late 2001 with the

closure of International Paper Company’s Erie Mill. There is not currently any overhea
traffic on the line.

Hammermill Paper Company (later International Paper Company) at Hammermill’s Emporium Wood Yard
This service terminated in late 2000, when the Emporium Wood Yard was closed.

! Limited exempt contract (non-common carrier) freight service was provided thereafter by other carriers ko
|
|
\
|
71972003 }

|

|

\

|

\

|
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Lea D. BeLls
DIRECT DIAL 610.350.4132

Ibellis@ggelaw.com

DATE: JULY 22, 2003
TO:! JASOM RALP
FROM: LEA BELLTS

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL FORM

717) 787-6957

THE ORIGINAL WILL NOT BE MAILED TO YQOU.

NO. OF PAGES (INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET): 2

MESSAGE:  Let me know if you need anything mare. Lea




REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

July 15,

Operations and Readiness Division
Regulatory Branch
200300892

Ms. Leanore D. Bellis

Gollatz, Griffin & Ewing, P.C.
213 West Miner Street

PO Box 796

West Chester, Pennsylvania 19381

Dear Ms. Bellis:

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

PITTSBURGH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
WILLIAM S. MOORHEAD FEDERAL BUILDING
1000 LIBERTY AVENUE
PITTSBURGH, PA 15222-4186

2003

I refer to your June 5, 2003 letter, received in this of

ice

on July 9, 2003 to abandon the Allegheny & Eastern Railroad line,
located near St. Mary’s, Elk County, Pennsylvania.

any wetland-area or other waters of the United States,
Nepartment of the Army Zermit is not reguired for this aCthl
You may begin the work after you have received any required S

and local permits.

If the project does not involve the placement of flll 1nE

atce

If the progect does involve the placement of £ill into a#y

wetland area or other waters of the United States,
of the Army Permit will be required.

for permit requirements.

If you have any questions, please contact Nancy Mullen aé

(412) 395-7170.

Sincerely,
A bert H. Rég‘aEEZa

Chief, Regulatory Branch

a Department
Please contact this office



Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
mnsylvania Historical and Museum Commis
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Commonwealth Keystone Building, 2nd Floor
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093 !

July 10, 2003

Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant
Gollatz Griffin Ewing !
PO Box 796

West Chester, PA 19381

Re: Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Docket No. 854(X) '

Dear Ms. Bellis:

1 am responding to your June 5 letter to the Pennsylvania Historical and Museu
Commission concerning the Notice of Exemption/Abandonment, Docket No. 854(X) fo
the Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc., that runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in

Elk County, Pennsylvania, and a point in the southeastern corner of Emporium in
Cameron County, Pennsylvania.

We have received no information to date on this project with the exception of the

above referenced letter. In order to evaluate the effect of the abandonment on historic
properties, we require information on the history of this railroad and photographs of
structures along the line such as bridges, railroad station/freight stations, and culverts an
the general condition of these structures.

Please forward this information to this office. If you have any further questions,
please contact Susan Zacher of my staff at 717.783.9920.

Thank you.

n H. Cutler
irector

Sincerely,

il

2//

>

L//u

-
5
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
FISH & BOAT COMMISSION

450 Robinson Lane
Bellefonte, PA 16823-9620

,{yly 10, 2003

Gollatz, Griffin, & Ewing, P.C.
Attn: Ms. Leanore D. Bellis
213 West Miner Street

P. O. Box 796

West Chester, PA 19381

Re: Exemption/Abandonment Notice - Docket No. 854(X)
Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc.
St. Marys, Elk County to Emporium, Cameron County

Dear Ms. Bellis:

* Thank you for providing the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission an
opportunity to have input on the subject notice; however, the Commission has no
comment ou this issue.

.

LES : :':\:‘, 2 . "‘f;‘ EUPE

Please feel free to contact me at 814-359-5108 if you have any concerns or

questions in this matter.
Bemade Kiesroski

Chief of Real Estate

dw

c: J. Simmons
J. Arway
B. Burger
BJK (K03L77B) File

Lec!

d

7/ 74/
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Pénnsylvania Historical and Museum Commis: !

Bureau for Historic Preservation
Commonwealth Keystone Building, 2nd Floor
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

July 10, 2003

Leanore D. Bellis :
Legal Assistant - ‘
Gollatz Griffin Ewing . : !
PO Box 796

West Chester, PA 19381

1
|
: |

Re: Notice of Exemption/Abandonment i
Docket No. 854(X) ) |

|

|

|

Dear Ms. Bellis:

|
I am responding to your June 5 letter to the Pennsylvania Historical and Muscd‘m
Commission concerning the Notice of Exemption/Abandonment, Docket No. 854(X) for
the Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc.; that runs between 2 point north of St. Mary’s in
Elk County, Pennsylvania, and a point in the southeastemn corner of Emporium in |
Cameron County, Pennsylvania. i
|

W2 hava received nc information to date on this project with the exception ¢f \Fe
above referenced letter. In order to evaluate the effect of the abandonment on historic
properties, we require information on the history of this railroad and photographs of |
structures along e line such as sridges; raiiroad station/freiglit stations, sad culver‘s Ln;
the general condition of these structures. |
Please forward this information to this office. If you have any further questions
please contact Susan Zacher of my staff at 717.783.9920.

s

Thank you.

Ll tlnd |
H. Cutler . |
irector ) ' |

Sincerely,

07/10/2003 THU 10:46 ({TX/RX NO‘\‘SBSS] ooz
I
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Bureau for Historic Preservation
Commonwealth Keystone Building, 2°* Floor
. 400 North Street |
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093 . ' “
(717)783-8947 ‘
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: |
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UNITED STAT ERPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Ocean d Atmaspheric Administration
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE )

Jic /

National Geodetic Survey

Silver Spring, Maryland 20810-3282

: 2
'7[;(}) i Ry]
JUN 25 2003

Chief, Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Ms. Victoria J. Rutson \
|

rail line abandonment of Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. for a portion of rail line-betwee
Milepost 131 near St. Mary’s, Elk County, Pennsylvania, to Milepost 149.95 in Emporium,
Cameron County, Pennsylvania, STB Docket No. 854 (X), has been reviewed within the areas of
National Geodetic Survey (NGS) responsibility and expertise and in terms of the impact of the
proposed actions on NGS activities and projects.

As a result of this review, 30 geodetic station markers have been identified that may be affected
by the proposed abandonment; a listing of these markers is enclosed. Additional informatio
abut these station markers can be obtained via the Internet or NGS CD-ROM. A fact sheet fi

Dear Ms. Rutson:

The area in question on the map with the Environmental and Historic Reports for the proposed

these two data retrieval methods is enciosed If thereare any planned activities which will %
f

T

disturb or destroy these markers, NGS requires not less than 90 days notification in advance
such activities in order to plan for their relocation. )
If further information is needed for this geodetic marker, contact Mr. Frank C. Maida.

His address is NOAA, N/NGS2, Room 8736, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring,
Maryland 20910-3282, telephone: 301-713-3198, fax: 301-713-4324, e-mail:

Frank Maida@noaa.gov.
Sincerely,
L)l Lo A,
Richard A. Snay , |
Chief, Spatial Reference System Division \
1
Enclosures

cc: N/NGSI1 - G. Mitchell
“Leanore D: Bellis; www.GGELAW.com: #

@ Printed on Recycled Paper




ALLEGHENY AND EASTERN RAILROAD
BETWEEN ST. MARY’S AND EMPORIUM
IN ELK AND CAMERON COUNTIES, PENNSYLVANIA
STB DOCKET NO. AB-854 (X)

30 GEODETIC CONTROL MARKS IN THE PROPOSED ABANDONMENT AREA/

PIDS _ DESIGNATION LATITUDE LONGITUDE
AA8979 P26 RESET N412541 W0783340
MA0462 ST MARYS N412540 W0783339
MAO0461 68 N412545 W0783332
MA0460 Y26 N412708 W0783313
MAO0457 L 26 N412750 W0783034
MAO458  TTS 91 TN N412750 W0783034
MA0456 63 A N412756 W0783016
MAO0338 K26 N412911 W0782829
MAO0337 126 N412905 W0782610
MA0336 60 ' N412905  Wu782610
MA0333  H26 N412850 WO0782404
MA0334 58 N412850 W0782404
MA0335  TTS 93 TN N412850 W0782404
MAO0332 56 N412828 W0782128
MA0331  G26 N412821 W0782055
MA0330 11602 N412840 W0781928
MA0329 53 N412908 W0781833
MA0328  F26 N412922 W0781801
MA0327 52 N412927 WO0781738
MA0326  TTS 95 TN N412936 WO0781642

MAO0136 1080.2 N412949 _ W0781613




MAO0135
MAO0134
MAO0133

MAO0132
MAO0131
MAO0130

MAO0129
MAOQ126
MAO125

E 26
50
1052.6

1040
1038.2
D 26

U 25
1017.5
S 25 RESET 1944

N413008
N413008
N413018

N413033
N413035
N413035

N413032
N413024
N413022

W0781535
W0781535
WO0781515

W0781445
W0781441
W0781441

W0781323
W0781320
WO0781318

s
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National Geodetic Survey - News Flash!  §

GEQDETIC DATA AVAILABLE FREE ON THE INTE NET

Are you interested in getting the most current position, height, and
descriptive information for all the geodetic control points in the National
Spatial Reference System? Are you interested in getting this information
immediately, free of cost, and whenever you want it? With an Internet
connection, this information is yours to download.

The National Geodetic Survey's (NGS) data sheet contains position, height,
and descriptive information for approximately 750,000 control points
throughout the United States. The data sheet provides:

The geodetic coordinates and the orthometric height for each point

The horizontal and vertical datums on which the infarmation is based

State plane coordinates and Universal Transverse Mercator coordinates
Modeled geoid height, ellipsoidal height, rriodeled gravity, and Laplace correction
A description of the station's location and how to reach it

To obtain his infc-mation, set your Web browser to
http//www.ngs.noaa.gov/products_serviceshtml

- For more information contact:
NOAA, National Geodetic Survey, N/INGS12
1315 East-West Highway, Station 03202
Silver Spring, MD 20810
Telephone: (301) 713-3242; Fax: (301} 713-4172
Monday through Friday, 7:00 am. - 430 p.m., Eastern Time

- http//www.ngs.noaa.gov
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Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
208 West Third Street, Suite 101 }
Williamsport, PA 17701-6448 1
June 27, 2003 |
|

Northcentral Regional Office Fax 570-327-3565
CERTIFIED MAIL NO. 7002 3150 0003 8443 5872

Ms. Leanore D. Bellis
Legal Assistant

GGNE

213 West Miner Street
P.O.Box 796

West Chester, PA 19381

Docket No. 854(x)

Re: Notice of Exemption/Abandonment
Dear Ms. Bellis:

railroad between a point north of St. Mary's in Elk County and a point southeast of Emporium
Cameron County. Please be advised that Chapter 105 of the Department of Environmental Frotection's

regulations requires a permit prior to the abandonment of any stream crossings. It is suggested that your
staff contact Mr. George Grose, of our office, at 57°.-327-3702 for a field view of stream cros«i
this railroad in Cameron County; it is also suggested that you contact Mr. Pat Williams, of our
Northwest Regional Office, at 814-332-6660 regarding the stream crossings in Elk County. Crossings
that may affect adjacent property owners because they are too small or deteriorated may need toLbe

Your letter of June 5, 2003, requests our comments on your proposal to abandon a sectiorhof
i

gs along

Chief, Soils and Waterways Section
Water Management Program

removed during the abandonment of this line. Structurally sound culverts/bridges may remain in place
under a permit that would be issued to you.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me at 570-327-3700.
Sincerely,
[
—w
F. Alan Sever, P.E.

cc: Pat Williams, Meadville \\
George Grose
File

FAS/sr

47 Equal Opgortunity Employer www.dep.state.pa.us Printed on Recycled

Paper @9



Lea Bellis

From: Burger, Brian [bburger@state.pa.us]

Sent: Thursday, July 03, 2003 11:07 AM

To: ‘Idb@ggelaw.com’

Subject: RE: ALY Rail Abandonment - Elk & Cameron Counties

OK...we'll do our best. As said, we DO appreciate the inclusion.

B. Burger

————— Original Message-----

From: Lea Bellis [mailto:ldbeggelaw.com]

Sent: Thursday, July 03, 2003 10:13 AM

To: Burger, Brian

Subject: RE: ALY Rail Abandonment - Elk & Cameron Counties

Mr. Burger -

We apologize for the short notice. We sent you this notice at the™
suggestion of the US Fish and Wildlife Service who suggested that your
agency be given an opportunity to comment on the abandonment. The
abandonment regulations do not require us to do include your agency in the
original Environmental Notice mailing. We understand that the time
requested for a response is short and that you may not be able to meet the
suggested deadline. We appreciate any response as soon as possible. If we
receive responses after we have filed our report with the STB, they can be
included in a supplemental filing. Again we apologize for any
inconvenience.

Very truly yours,

Lea Bellis

————— Original Message-----

From: Burger, Brian [mailto:bburger@state.pa.us]

Sent: Wednesday, July 02, 2003 3:46 PM

To: 'lbellise@ggelaw.com!’

Subject: ALY Rail Abandonment - Elk & Cameron Counties

Ms. Bellis -

Because of your own short notice requesting response by 7 July on the
subject issue, I am taking liberty to email you. As the regional law
enforcement headquarters, we would have little reason to weigh in on this
project. However, it would be appropriate that this request be reviewed by,
both, our Division of Environmental Services (POC is John Arway at
814-359-5147) and our Real Estate Section (POC is Bernard Kiesnoski at
814-359-5108). I will be forwarding your letter to those offices and, as a
courtesy copy, I will forward to our local officers in the specified area to
allow their input should they be aware of any local issues / concerns.

We just received this correspondence today (7/2/03). It is highly unlikely
that you will receive any further response by 7 July. That is a rather

impractical expectation, but we appreciate the notice and will do our best
in advising you.

Brian B. Burger
Northcentral Region Manager
PA Fish & Boat Commission



~s

814-259-5250




Lea Bellis

From: Burger, Brian [bburger@state.pa.us]

Sent: Wednesday, July 02, 2003 3:46 PM

To: 'Ibellis@ggelaw.com'

Subject: ALY Rail Abandonment - Elk & Cameron Counties

Ms. Bellis -

Because of your own short notice requesting response by 7 July on the
subject issue, I am taking liberty to email you. As the regional law
enforcement headquarters, we would have little reason to weigh in on this
project. However, it would be appropriate that this request be reviewed by,
both, our Division of Environmental Services (POC is John Arway at
814-359-5147) and our Real Estate Section (POC is Bernard Kiesnoski at
814-359-5108) . I will be forwarding your letter to those offices and, as a
courtesy copy, I will forward to our local officers in the specified area to
allow their input should they be aware of any local issues / concerns.

We just received this correspondence today (7/2/03). It is highly unlikely
that you will receive any further response by 7 July. That is a rather

impractical expectation, but we appreciate the notice and will do our best
in advising you.

Brian B. Burger
Northcentral Region Manager
PA Fish & Boat Commission
814-259-5250
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Lea Bellis

From: Lea Bellis [[db@ggelaw.com] 1

Sent: Monday, June 30, 2003 3:46 PM i

To: Eric Hocky 1

Subject: AYL/St. Mary's «‘
|

\
Called the Emporium Borough Mgr. and let her know that we do need to go througﬂ the

abandonment/environmental assessment procedures. She knows that she has to wai\t for us to
file in order to file her request. |

|
Just for the record, I did not speak with the STB - only the Rails To Trails pebple.

Neither the regional nor the national office believed that there were any short| cuts for
rail banking.
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Lea Bellis

From: Sislo, Andrew [asislo@state.pa.us]

Sent:  Friday, June 27, 2003 12:51 PM

To: ‘Eric Hocky'

Cc: Lea Bellis

Subject: RE: A & E Railroad - Abandonment of Line

Thank you. We just wanted to make sure that we were not missing something here. We didn't have any reason
to believe that we had any duty or responsibility concernig this issue. | appreciate your reply. Thank you.

From: Eric Hocky [mailto:EMHocky@ggelaw.com]
Sent: Friday, June 27, 2003 12:37 PM

To: Sislo, Andrew

Cc: Lea Bellis

Subject: RE: A & E Railroad - Abandonment of Line

Thank you for your email. The abandonment of rail lines that have been used in interstate commerce is
subject to the jurisdiction of the Surface Transportation Board (“STB"). Its regulations require that, in
connection with any abandonment, the rail carrier must notify various state and federal agencies to
determine if they have any environmental or historic concerns. 49 CFR 1105.7. Among the agencies to be
consulted are the "State Clearinghouse” or "other State equivalent agency" if the state has no
clearinghouse. We sent the letter to the Secretary of the Commonwealth on this basis. We have since
been informed by staff at the STB that PennDOT has been designated as the equivalent agen
Pennsylvania for these purposes.

me knoveif you need any additicwal informaticn. - We :apteciate your bringing ¢his error to cur ot
and we apologize for any inconvenience.

Eric M. Hocky N
Gollatz, Griffin & Ewing, P.C.
215.320.3720 (direct)

215.563.9400 (telephone)

215.665.9988 (fax)

emhocky@ggelaw.com

-----Original Message-----

From: Sislo, Andrew [mailto:asislo@state.pa.us]
Sent: Tuesday, June 17, 2003 1:16 PM

To: 'lbellis@ggelaw.com'’

Cc: 'emhocky@ggelaw.com'

Subject: A & E Railroad - Abandonment of Line

Dear Ms. Bellis.

The Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania received a letter from you on behalf of your
client, Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. concerning its proposed abandonment of a line running
between the Pennsylvania municipalities of St. Mary's and Emporium.

|

\

\

\

E

6/27/2003 \
|



Page 2 of 2

Itis unclear to us as to why you sent this correspondence to the Secretary of the Commonwealth.
You suggest that we are “an appropriate agency" that may have concerns with respect ta
environmental or historic preservation effects of the proposed abandonment. We ponder why that is
the case. Please provide a citation to statutory or case law authority setting forth the authority or
jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Commonwealth concerning rail line abandonment. Wel suspect
that your correspondence has been misdirected since we are not cognizant that the subjéct matter
is within the jurisdiction of the Department of State or the Secretary of the Commonwealth. From
time to time, ancient statutes, and often freestanding statutes, assigning various duties and
responsibilities to the Department of State and/or the Secretary of the Commonwealth come to our
attention, and this may be one of them. However, often those ancient provisions of law are no
longer effective for a host of reasons. Of course, if you have authority to the contrary we will readily

stand corrected and welcome the opportunity to offer our comments as requested. Please advise.
Thank you.

Andrew Sislo

Chief Counsel
Department of State

302 North Office Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120
717.783.1520 (voice)
717.787.1734 (fax)
asislo@state.pa.us

6/27/2003
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United States Department of the Interior

U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Pennsylvania Field Office
315 South Allen Street, Suite 322
State College, Penusylvania 16801-4850

Leanore D. Bellis
Gollatz, Griffin & Ewing
213 West Miner Street
P.O. Box 796

West Chester, PA 19381

|
June 24, 2003 \

Dear Ms. Bellis:

This responds to your letter of June 5, 2003, requesting information about natural resource|areas
of special concern, and federally listed and proposed species in the vicinity of the propose
railroad abandonment project (milepost 131 to 149.95) located in Elk and Cameron Counties,
Pennsylvania.

|

There are no National Wildlife Refuges, National Fish Hatcheries nor National Environmental
Centers operated by the Fish and Wildlife Service within the vicinity of the proposed site.

endangered species under our jurisdiction are known to vccur within the project impact are
Therefore, no biological assessment nor further consultation under the Endangered Species| Act
(87 Stat. 884, as 1mended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seg.) are required with the Service. This
deterruination is valid for two years from the date of this letter. If the proposed project hasnot
been fully implemented prior to this, an additional review by this office will be necessary.
Should project plans change, or if additional information on listed or proposed species beches

|

|

In addition, except for occasional transient species, no federally listed or proposed threatenfﬂ or

available, this determination may be reconsidered. A compilation of certain federal status
species in Pennsylvania is enclosed for your information.

For information regarding State resources of special concern, including State-listed endangered
and threatened species, please contact the Pennsylvania Game Commission (birds and mammals;
State Game Lands), the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (fish, reptiles, amphibians and
aquatic invertebrates; trout streams), the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources (PNDI; plants and plant sanctuaries; State Forests; State Parks; Natural Areas; State
Wild and Scenic Rivers) and the Department of Environmental Protection (Special Protection
Watersheds; Wetlands). “

This response is based on an office review of the proposed project's location. No field inspection
of the project area has been conducted by this office. Consequently, this letter is not to be |
construed as addressing potential Service concerns under the Fish and Wildlife Cootdination Act
or other authorities.



#*%

If we can be of further assistance, please contact Robert Anderson of my staff at 814-234-4090.
|

|
Sincerely,

ooy .

|

i
David Densmore ]
Supervisor \

Enclosure



FEDERALLY LISTED, PROPOSED AND CANDIDATE SPECIES
(in Pennsylvania)

Common Name

FISHES

Shortnose sturgeon?
REPTILES

Bog Furtle

Eastern massasauga
rattlesnake

BIRDS
Bald eagle

Piping plover

MAMMALS

Indiana bat

MoLLUSKS

Dwarf wedgemuissel

Clubshell mussel

Northern riffleshell

PLANTS

Northeastern bulrush

Small-whorled
pogonia

Scientific Name

Status’

Acipenser brevirostrum

Clemmys muhlenbergii

Sistrurus catenatus
catenatus

-Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Charadrius melodus

Myotis sodalis

Alasmidu.:ta heterodon

Pleurobema clava

Epioblasma torufosa
rangiana

Scirpus ancistrochaetus

Isotria medeoloides

m

\
Distribution {by County and/or W?tershed)
Delaware River & other Atlantic coastal waters

Current - Adams, Berks, Bucks, Chester, Cumberland,
Delaware, Franklin, Lancaster, Lebanon, Lehigh,
Monroe, Montgomery, Northampton, Schuylkill, York.
Historic - Crawford, Mercer, Philadelphia Co.

Current - Butler, Crawford, Mercer and Venange Co.
Historic - Allegheny and Lawrence Co.

Suitable habitats across the state. Recent| nesting in
Butler, Cameron, Centre, Chester, Crawford, Dauphin,
Erie, Forest, Huntingdon, Lancaster, Lebanon, Mercer,
Northumberland, Pike, Tioga, Venango, Warren,
Wayne and York Co. Wintering concentrations occur
near ice-free sections of rivers, lakes and reservoirs,
including the Delaware River.

Migratory. No nesting in Pennsylvania since 1950s.
Designated critical habitat on Presque Isle,|Erie Co.

Winter hibernacula: Armstrong, Blair, Lawrence,
Luzerne, Mifflin and Somerset Co.

Current - Delaware River (Wayne Co.}. Historic -

Delaware River watershed (Bucks, Carbon,|Chester
and Philadelphia Co.); Susquehanna River watershed
{Lancaster Co.)

French Creek and Allegheny River watersheds
(Clarion, Crawford, Erie, Forest, Mercer, Venango and
Warren Co.); Shenango River (Ohio River watershed;
Mercer and Crawford Co.)

French Creek and Allegheny River watersheds
{Clarion, Crawford, Erie, Forest, Mercer, Venango and
Warren Co.) )

Current - Adams, Bedford, Blair, Carbon, Centre,
Clinton, Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Huntingdon,
Lackawanna, Lehigh, Lycoming, Mifflin, Minroe,
Perry, Snyder and Union Co. Historic - Northampton
Co.

Current - Centre, Chester and Venango Co.| Historic -
Berks, Greene, Monroe, Montgomery and Philadelphia

Co.
\

E = Endangered, T = Threatened, PE = Proposed Endangered, PT = Proposed Threatened, C = Candidate
Shorinose sturgeon is under the jurisdiction of the National Marine Fisheries Service

i

Revised| 2/27/03

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
315 SOUTH ALLEN ST., SUITE 322, STATE COLLEGE, PA 16801
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FEDERALLY LISTED AND PROPOSED SPECIES \

THAT NO LONGER OCCUR IN PENNSYLVANIA |

COMMON NAME

MAMMALS
Canada lynx

Delmarva Peninsula fox squirrel

Eastern cougar

Grey wolf

NMoLLUSKS

Fanshell*

Orange pimpleback*

Pink mucket pearly mussel*
Ring pink mussel*

Rough pigtoe*

INSECTS

American burying beetle

Karner blue butterfly
Northeastern beach tiger beetle

PLANTS
Eastern prairie fringed orchid

Sensitive joint-vetch
Virginia spiraea®

Smooth coneflower

SCIENTIFIC NAME

STATUS** FORMER DlSTRIBUTI‘ON

Lynx canadensis

Sciurus niger cinereus

Felis concolor couguar

Canis lupus

Cyprogenia stegaria
Plethobasus striatus
Lampsilis abrupta
Obovaria retusa

Pleurobema plenum

Nicrophorus americanus

Lycaeides melissa samuelis

Cicindela dorsalis dorsalis

Platanthera Iéucaphaea

Aeschynomene virginica
Spiraea virginiana

Echinacea laevigata

PT

m m m m m

north-central PA (Tioga Cb.)

mature forests of sautheastern PA
(Delaware and Chester Co.)

state-wide

state-wide

Ohio River drainage
Ohio River drainage
Ohio River drainage
Ohio River drainage

Ohio River drainage

state-wide

pine barrens, oak savarne (wild,
lupine habitat) {(Wayne Co.

along large rivers in southeastern PA

wet prairies, bogs (Crawford Co.}

freshwater tidal marshes of Delaware
river {Delaware and Philadelphia Co.)

along Youghiogheny River
{Fayette Co.)

serpentine barrens (LancastFr Co.)

E = Endangered, T = Threatened, PT = Proposed Threatened

Revised 10/19/00

It is possible that remnant papulations of some of these species (indicated with an *) may still occur in Pennsylvania,
however, there have been no confirmed sightings of these species for over 70 years.

|
|

The following is a partial list of additional species that no longer occur in Pennsylvania: moose, bison, wolverine, passenger pigeon, Bachman's
sparrow, greater prairie-chicken, olive-sided flycatcher, Bewick's wren, eastern tiger salamander, blue pike, butterfly mussel, Diana fritilfary butterfly,
precious underwing moth, deertoe mussel, marbled underwing moth, cobblestone tiger beetle, mountain clubmoss, crested yellow orchid, red
milkweed, American barberry, small white lady’s-slipper, etc, etc.

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
315 SOUTH ALLEN ST., SUITE 322, STATE COLLEGE, PA 16801
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Lea Bellis \\

From: Sislo, Andrew [asislo@state.pa.us] }
Sent:  Tuesday, June 17, 2003 1:16 PM ‘}
To: ‘Ibellis@ggelaw.com'’ !
Cc: ‘emhocky@ggelaw.com’

Subject: A & E Railroad - Abandonment of Line

Dear Ms. Bellis.

The Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania received a letter from you on behalf of your client,
Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. concerning its proposed abandonment of a line running between the
Pennsylvania municipalities of St. Mary's and Emporium.

Itis unclear to us as to why you sent this correspondence to the Secretary of the Commonwealth. You suggest
that we are "an appropriate agency" that may have concerns with respect to environmental or historic
preservation effects of the proposed abandonment. We ponder why that is the case. Please provide a gitation to
statutory or case law authority setting forth the authority or jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Commonwealth
concerning rail line abandonment. We suspect that your correspondence has been misdirected since we are not
cognizant that the subject matter is within the jurisdiction of the Department of State or the Secretary of the
Commonwealth. From time to time, ancient statutes, and often freestanding statutes, assigning various duties
and responsibilities to the Department of State and/or the Secretary of the Commonwealth come to our attention,
and this may be one of them. However, often those ancient provisions of law are no longer effective for a host of
reasons. Of course, if you have authority to the contrary we will readily stand corrected and welcome th
opportunity to offer our comments as requested. Please advise. Thank you.

Andrew Sislo

Chief Counsel o
Department of State

. 302 North Office Building . . . P

Harrisburg, PA 17120

717.783.1520 (voice)

717.787.1734 (fax)

asislo@state.pa.us

6/19/2003
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Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection

Rachel Carson State Office Building
P.O. Box 2063
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063
June 12, 2003

l
|
|
l
|
Office for River Basin Cooperation 717\772—5622

Leanore D. Bellis

Legal Assistant

Gollatz, Griffin & Ewing
213 West Miner Street
PO Box 796

West Chester, PA 19381

Re:  DEP File No. CZ7:FPL

Dear Ms. Bellis:

The Pennsylvania Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Program has reviewed informatio
received in this office on June 9, 2003, concerning Notice of Exemption/Abandonment Docket No.
854 (X). In this notice Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. proposes to abandon its line of railroad
which runs between a point north of St. Mary’s in Elk County, Pennsylvania (milepost 131) and a pomt
in the southeastern corner of Emporium in Cameron County, Pennsylvania (milepost 149.95}
abandonment is located outside of Pennsylvania’s Coastal Zones, and will not impact upon the
such, we have determined that this railroad abandorymert is consistent with Pennsylvania’s CZM
Program. \

Please note that this determination pertains only to CZM federal consistency review |
requirements, and does not constitute a waiver from further Department of Environmental Prottlrction’s
review or other Departmental permits.

@
5
g
&

Lawrence J. Toth
Environmental Planner
Coastal Zone Management Program

cc: Tabor ‘
Elaine Kaiser, Interstate Commerce Commission l‘
Main File ' ‘
LIT:cjk

An Equal Opportunity Employer www.dep.state. pa.us Printed on Rea/cleJ Paper
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EXHIBIT E




Proof of Publication of Notice in The Daily Press
(Under Act of May 16th, 1929, P. L. 1784)

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, S:
COUNTY OFELK, SS:

.............. Wayne A. Baver. .. ..., being duly sworn according to law, deposes and says that
he is the. . . .General Manager . of The Daily Press, a newspaper of general circulation published in the City
of St. Marys, Elk County, Pennsylvania, which was established in February, 1910, and has been published
continuously as a daily newspaper of general circulation since that date, ini said county, and that the printed
notice of publication attached hereto is exactly the same as was printed and published in the regular editions
and issues of The Daily Press on the following dates, viz:

10th,. 17th

andthe.................... 5 e et

GAY OF o eeiee e July A.D.20.03.

Affiant further deposes and says that he is duly authorized by The Daily Press, a newspaper of general
circulation, to verify the foregoing statements under oath, and that neither the affiant nor The Daily Press is
interested in the subject matter of the aforesaid notice or advertisement; and that all allegations in the forego-
ing statements as to time, place and character of publication are true. Affiant further deposes and says that the
costs, charges and expenses incurred in such publication have been paid as will appear by receipted bill
attached to this proof.

L
and subscribed before me this.‘?’z\.{ﬁ\. ....day
................. A.D 209)
....... @\ T T
Notary Public
NOTARIAL SEAL

issi ires |. JAMES R, BAUER, NOTARY PUBLIC
My Commission EXPIfes | iy oF ST MARYS, ELKCOUNTY -
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES JANUARY 4, 2006

STATEMENTS OF ADVERTISING COSTS

Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad Inc.

To THE DAILY PRESS Dr.
For publishing the notice or publication attached hereto on the above stated dates,. . ..$ _360.,00
1.50
Probating SAME. . . .« .t v eitee et et $
) 361.50
TOAL .+« v e et e et et e e $

Publisher’s Receipt for Advertising Costs

The Daily Press, a newspaper of general circulation, above named, hereby acknowledges receipt of the

aforesaid notice and publication costs and certifies that the same have been duly paid.

THEDAILY PRESS




. NOTICE .
Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. gives -
notice that on or about August 4, 2003, it intends ,
to file with the Surface Transportation Board,
Washington, DC-20423, .a notice of exemption
under 49 CFR 1152 Subpart F - Exempt
Abandonments - permitting the abandonment - of
-an 18.95 mile line of ra;ltfoad which runs between -
a point north of St.Marys-in Elk County, ;
Pennsylvania (milepost:131) and a point in the
southeastérn - corner - of ‘Emporium. in ‘Cameron !
Coiinty, Pennsylyania (mﬂepost 149.95). This line ;
traverses ‘through: United States Postal ZIP codes
;15857 and 15834, The proceedmg will be docket-
ed as AB No. 854 (x).. =
* The. Board’ ““Section’ of Env1ronmental
Analysxs (8] :
& Env:ronmentc,

. Surface" Transportauon
, 1925. K Street, NW,

ofﬁce ar 202 56 1
G Appmpr- e |

. 1 1
ﬁled Wwith the: Board An or nd 10 copies of
any pleadmg that raises mat ', ' ther than envi-

Washmaton DC ,042 001"‘. [see 49 CFR_

1104. l(a) and. 1104 3(a)] one copy must be

served on apphcants representative [see 49 CFR
110413 (). Questions’ regardmg offers of finan-
cial ‘assistance, public- use or trails use may be
_-directed to the Board’s Ofﬁce of Public Services at
202-565-1592, Copies’of “any - comments or
“.requests for conditions should be served on the
«-applicant’s - representative: - Etic. M.  Hocky,
~ Esquité, Gollatz, Griffin & Ewing, P.C., Four
~PennCenter, Suite 200, 1600 John F. Kennedy
“Blvd,, Philadelphia, PA 19103 (215) 563-9400.
7/10 17,2473t - -




EXHIBIT F
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Picture 3:

Picture 4:

M.P. 134 Looking West

Inlet Archway/Southside




e

Picture 5: M.P. 134.5 - Continuous Welded ‘
Railway ‘

Picture 6: Jackson Road Crossing



Picture 7: M.P. 136 - Continuous Welded
Railway

Picture 8: Rathbun Crossing/Looking West



Picture 9:

Picture 10:

M.P. 137.54 - Looking West/
Side View

M.P. 137.54 - Looking West/
Top-Side View




Picture 11:  M.P. 138 - Looking West

Picture 12: ~ M.P. 139.51 - Looking West/
Ballast Deck Bridge/Side View



Picture 13:

M.P. 139.51 - Looking
West/Ballast Deck Bridge/Top
View
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M.P. 144 - Looking East

Picture 18

M.P. 145 - Looking East

Picture 19
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M.P. 149 - Looking East

Picture 25

M.P. 149.2 - West End/

Customer Siding

Picture 26
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EXHIBIT G
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EXHIBIT H



Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc.
Brief History of Construction & Operation of the
Emporium to St Marys, PA Rail Line

The rail line between Emporium and St Marys was constructed in 1864 by the

Philadelphia and Erie Railroad Company (Pennsylvania Railroad Company was lessee)
and was subsequently operated by same. |

The Philadelphia and Erie Railroad Company was merged into The Pennsylvania
Railroad Company in 1907.

The New York Central Railroad Company merged into The Pennsylvania Railroad |
Company in 1968 and the surviving entity became the Penn Central Transportation |
Company. Penn Central Transportation Company filed for bankruptcy in 1970.

Penn Ceniral Transportation Company conveyed the rait line to Consolidated Rail
Corporation in 1976.

Consolidated Rail Corporation conveyed the rail line to Allegheny Railroad Company (a
subsidiary of Hammermill Paper Company) in 1985.

Allegheny Railroad Company (then a subsidiary of International Paper Company) |
conveyed the rail line to Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. in 1992. |
Both freight and passenger services were provided on the line from its inception in 1864 \
until the early 1960’s, when passenger service was discontinued.

From the time of acquisition by Allegheny Railroad Company in 1985 to the present, |
there were no customers of common carrier freight services located on the Emporium to “
St Marys rail line. A small amount of interchange traffic with Consolidated Rail E
Corporation at Emporium was handled over the line into the 1990’s by Allegheny 1
Railroad Company and later Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc.' ‘

Other carriers operated unit trains over the line under special contract service for J
International Paper Company. This overhead contract service ended in late 2001 with th

closure of International Paper Company’s Erie Mill. There is not currently any overhead |
traffic on the line. |

! Limited exempt contract (non-common carrier) freight service was provided thereafter by other carriers to
Hammermill Paper Company (later International Paper Company) at Hammermill’s Emporium Wood Yard |
This service terminated in late 2000, when the Emporium Wood Yard was closed.

7/9/2003



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this date a copy of. the

foregoing Environmental/Historic Report was served on the per%ons

shown on the attached list by first class mail, postage prepaﬁ.d.

Dated: August 8§,

5 77 /
4 1,: ;§ X

e - &
L/’///Z/? [#/,Vf/
ERIC M. HOCK

2003 -



SERVICE/ADDRESS LIST

Pennsylvania State Conservation Commission

Agriculture Building, Room 407
2301 North Cameron Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17110

PA Dept. of Environmental Protection
Northwest Regional Office

230 Chestnut Street

Meadville, PA 19335

PA Dept. of Environmental Protection
Northcentral Regional Office

208 W. Third Street

Suite 101

Williamsport, PA 17701-6448

Office For River Basin Cooperation
Coastal Zone Management Program

PA Dept. of Environmental Protection
P.O. Box 2063

400 Market Street, 15 Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063

Commigsioner

Elk County

Court House Annex Building
300 Center Street

P.O. Box 448

Ridgway, PA 15853

Board of Commissioners Chair
Cameron County

20 East 5th Street

County Courthouse

Emporium, PA 15834-1469

Vicki Petrazio
Borough Manager
Borough of Emporium
421 N. Broad Street
Emporium, PA 15834

Pennsylvania Game Commission
Bureau of Law Enforcement
North Central Regional Office
1566 South Route 44 Highway
Post Office Box 5038

Jersey Shore, PA 17740-5038



Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commigsion
Northcentral Region

466 Robinson Lane

PO Box 5306

Bellefonte, PA 16823

Region 3

Environmental Protection Agency
1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029

US Fish and Wildlife Service
Regional Office - PA

300 Westgate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035-9589

David Densmore

Supervisor

Fish and Wildlife Service
Pennsylvania Field Office
315 South Allen Street

Suite 322

State College, PA 16801-4805

U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh District
2032 William S. Moorhead Federal Building ‘
1000 Liberty Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186

Northeast Region

Regional Director

National Park Service

U.S. Custom House

200 Chestnut St., Fifth Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106

National Park Service

National Center For Recreation and Conservation
M.S. 3622

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240-0001

National Park Services

Land Resources Division

M.S. 3622

1849 C Street, NW y
Washington, DC 20240-0001 |



USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
One Credit Union Place, Suite 340
Harrisburg, PA 17110-2993

PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
Executive Office

7th Floor

Rachel Carson State Office Building

P.O. Box 8767

Harrisburg, PA 17105-8767

Mr. Richard A. Snay

The National Geodetic Survey N-NGS2
Station 8813

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

Cameron County Conservation District
P.O. Box 136
Emporium, PA 15834

Elk County Conservation District
P.O. Box 448

Courthouse

Ridgway, PA 15853-0448

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
300 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120
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