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Dear Sirs: Pub‘lzigr!t?ggord

We, Northwest Petroleum Company and Propane Services, Inc. are in favor of Finance Docket
No. 34330 permitting the sale of the Montana Western Railway (MWR) assets to Burlington
Northern/Santa Fe. Provided, however, that the concerns we have with assuring that rail service in and
around Butte-Silver Bow County remains at a high quality service level and at competitive rates.
Some of our concerns are as follows:

® Good service and rail car availability to and from the Union Pacific rail head located at Silver
Bow, Montana.

e The service to and from the Union Pacific rail head at Silver Bow Montana is maintained in a
timely, cooperative manner.

* General level of "very good quality" service from BNSF stays the same as at present.

e Days of week and hours of service availability to railway facilities in Butte-Silver Bow is
maintained or improved.

e Competitive rate structure will be maintained or improved.

We recently completed a multimillion dollar investment in rail road dependent facilities. This
substantial investment was made with the assurance and commitment of reliable and cost effective rail
road service. Our companies have also invested monies in off rail road properties for improvements in
an approximate 250-mile radius. These improvements/investments would also become "stranded" if
proper historic rail road service was not maintained at/to the "very good quality" service level and
competitive rates that have been now and in the past.

Sincerely,
WO
Cc: Chris Randall, BNSF Q Jim Kenneally @
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