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August 25, 2001

Fonorable Vernon Williams

Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

RE: 141i Corp — Exemption — in Lancaster County, Pa, AB 581X;
Middletown & Hummelstown Railroad Co. — Exemption — {n Lancaster,
Pa, AB-529X

Dear Mr. Williams,

The Borough of Columbia Planning Commission voted unanimously during its
August 20, 2601 meeting to support the redevelopment of the long inactive Middletown
and Hummelstown Railroad corridor as a greenway and trail. This action occurred after a
thorough review of the master plan document fllustrating the 2.4-mile corridor. The
implementation of the greenway and trail would realize the accomplishment of a 35- -year

old planning concept and current component of the Borough’s Comprehensive Plzn
(adopted 1995) and Zoning Ordinance (adopted 1999) that will provide numerous
benefits to the residents of our town.

The Planning Commission views the greenway and trail not only as a recreational
amenity but as a critical iinking element that provides safe access from densely populated
residential neighborhoods to public parks and the downtown commercial district. Fa light .
of Governor Tom Ridge’s announcement this week (Wednesday, August 22, 200:)
designating Lancaster and York Cowuties as the Lancaster- York Heritage Region, we
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Shawnee Run Greenway, Ioc.

In light of this potestial, the Planning Commission envisions this project as a long term
component of sustainability for the Borough aad remains available to offer future support as
needed.

Sincerely,

THE BOROUGH OF COLUMBIA PLANNING COMMISSION

Qﬁu Yo tans T

KOLAUS, HOI, ATA
CHAIRMAN

ROSEMARY T. ROBINSON
SECRETARY

cC.

Jeff Helm, Assistant Z.oning O fficer, The Borough of Columbia

Mike Slelly, Community Planner, Lancaster County Planning Commission
Rob Visniski, P.E., Borough Engineer

Joseph Wright, Chairman, Corz:munity Development Committee
Planning Commission File




The Borough of Columbia

Planning Commission
308 Locust Street
Columbia, Pennsylvania 17512
January 24, 2000
Columbia Borough Council
308 Locust Street
Columbia, Pennsylvania 17512
Re: Rails to Trails Planning Study

Dear Council Members, Mr. Amald and Mayor Welsh,

The Borough of Columbia Plaoning Commissi imousl ly supports the Shawnee Run (originally
Rca&nngd\mhanﬂhm)R:ﬂsmehphnmngmmmmdsm@ymmmdshtBomugh
Couacil fully endorse the efforts being undertaken by the Columhbia Do D Cozporation in
thsmpdmdndmgﬁcpa@hndmgthtwbungmqumedh?hmng%mnmuupamht
the conclusions of such a study will q ing the day to day management of a teail as well
as enable funding sources to be serdously p d We also believe that a Treil would have mumercus direct
and indirect benefits to the Borough,  few of which follow:

. moppo:mmtymwmkwnhWestHempﬁddTmbponmmmmupdpm;cctofdns
is i with the L County Planning Commission’s objectives in promoting
inter-mmanicipal cooperation.

®  The creation of a linear patkway through the Borough will provide for a safe walking, jogging and
biking path in 2 natural eaviranment.

e The linear parkway would permit outdoor study areas to be developed for school programs that
could address ecology, ion 20d historical issues.

e The study would ill the esophasis on contimmity of Borough planning in that the Trail
mmthekwuﬁomCommemﬂstmc;thenvufmntmmdtbeBuﬂnessstmamd
therefore is consistent with the Comprehiensive Plan.

*  The successful completion of the study and implementation of the plan would provide current
mdﬁmmres:dentsofCohmhaBomughandWestHempﬁddTmsthwlthaumqu
recreational amenity adjacent to residential neigliborhood:

. Theﬁmmlmppo:tofthephnmﬂybyﬁchwwﬂlmmmmamgeof

o the D ion axd Natoral Resources and other poteatial
ﬁmdm,gsouxcuforﬂmmectandnkmdmcm

. Theﬁmnmlmppouoftheplm:mdywmﬂdﬁuﬂuenugﬂe&edfo:sof&ecd\mha
D Development Corpotation a8 a peit g the use of
mmngBmughmsmmnndﬁaTnﬂummmolformmm

Finally, the Planning Commission believes that the Trail would traly be an asset to the Borough and
its resideats. Without question, it would enhancs the Borough’s image as a “}ivesble conmunity” and provide a
permanent amenity that improves the quality of life for Borough residents. For the sbove reasons we
encourage the Council to act in support of the Trail.
Sincerely,

The Columbis Borough Planning Commission
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Columbia Borough Planning Commission

Charles Douts, West Hempfield Township

Michael Skeiley, Lanczster Couaty Planning Commission

Robert visnisky, RAV Associates

Michael Warren, Columbia Downtown Development Corporation
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