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Honorable Vernon Williams Aig (‘,f ! V_E D ®
Surface Transportation Board o s =
1925 K Street, N.W. M,‘,“G"E';l:\ . &
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 N 5ig a\ )
A b /_/ R
\f:[g?\ijﬂ}‘ )

RE: 141i Corp — Exemption — in Lancaster County, Pa, AB 581X;
Middletown & Hummelstown Railroad Co. — Exemption — {n Lancaster,
Pa, AB-529X

Dear Mr. Williams,

The Borough of Columbia Planning Commission voted unanimously during its
August 20, 2001 meeting to support the redevelopment of the long inactive Middletown
and Hummelstown Railroad corridor as a greenway and trail. This action occurred after a
thorough review of the master plan document illustrating the Z.4-mile corridor. The
implementation of the greenway and trail would realize the accomplishment of a 35-year
old planning concept and current component of the Borough’s Comprehensive Plen
(adopted 1995) and Zoning Ordinance (adopted 1999) that will provide numerous
benefits to the residents of our town.

The Planning Commission views the greenway and trail not only as a recreational
amenity but as a critical iinking element that provides safe access from densely populated
residential neighborhoods to public parks and the downtown commercial district. In light -
of Governor Tom Ridge’s announcerment this week (Wednesday, August 22, 2007)
designating Lancaster and York Couuties as the Lancaster- York Heritage Region, we

308 LOCUST STREET, PO BOX 509, COLUMBIA, PENNSYLVANIA 17512
PHONE 717 684 2467  FAX 717 634 7764
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Shawnee Run Greenway, Inc.

In light of this potential, the Planning Commission envisions this ptoject as a long term
component of sustainability for the Borough aauJ remains available to offer future support as
needed.

Sincerely,

THE BOROUGH OF COLUMBIA PLANNING COMMISSION

Gp;, Wofortaes

IKOLAUS, ITIL, ATA
CHARMAN

T

ROSEMARY T. ROBINSON
SECRETARY

cc.
Jeff Helm, Assistant Zoning Officer, The Borough of Columbia

Mike Slelly, Community Planner, Lancaster County Planning Commission
Rob Visniski, P.E., Borough Engineer

Joseph Wright, Chairman, Corzmunity Development Committee
Planning Commission File




The Borough of Columbia
Planning Commission
308 Locust Street
Columbia, Pennsylvania 17512

January 24, 2000

oluinbia Borough Council
308 Locust Street
Columbiz, Pepnsylvania 17512

Re: Rails to Trails Planning Study

Dear Council Members, Mr. Amold and Mayor Welsh,

The Borough of Columbia Planning C ission i ly supports the Shawnee Run (originally
Rcadmngolumhanﬂhm)RﬂkandsphnmngmmmcandsmongymmmmdsdutBomugx
Counnlfuﬂyendoucdxeﬁ'ombungundmkenbydm(" bia Do Develop Corporation in
this regard inchading the partial fuoding that is being req: d. The Plansing Commission antici that
the conclusions of such a study will q dd: rhcdzytodzymamgemmtofnmﬂaswcll
as enable funding sources to be seriously p d. We also believe that a Trail would have mumercus direct

and indirect benefits to the Borough, a few of which follow:

. Th:oppom:m!y mwoﬂ:wnthstHunpﬁddTowmhponanmmmupdpm;euofthw

with the I County Plaaning C j ing ting
mte:mumc:pﬂlcoopenunn.
» The jon of a linear patkway through the Borough will provide for a safe walking, jogging and

biking path in 2 natural eavitonment.
o mhnu:parkwxywmﬂdpcmtwdomsnﬂywstobedzvdoped&:schodpmg:msmn
could address ecology, n and hi ] issues.
¢  The study would illustrate the emophasis on continuity of Borough planning in that the Trail
connects to the Riverfront Commercial District, the riverfront area and the Business District and
therefore is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.
®  The successful completion of the study and implementation of the plan would provide current
nndﬁmmmsdemodeumanomughdeestHﬂnpﬁddmehpwmbaumq\m
recreational amenity adjacent to residential
. mﬁmnudwofmephmﬂybythmm@xCMﬂWwawuf
o the and Natoral Re: and other poteatial
ﬁmdmgsoumesforﬂmr: an'd Jated proj
. mwwdhmmwwm&@mﬁko&m
sration as ap fit corporation promoting the use of
mnngBmxghuwumulnd&chﬂummcmolfmvam

Fmﬂy,theplmmrgcoanmmnbaﬁzvutbnﬂmeﬂwouldndybemmmtheBomu@md
its resi Withrm., ion, it would enhanc= the Borough’s image as a “livesble community” and provide a
that improves the quality of life for Borough residents. For the above reasons we
encoungetbeCouncﬂtoactmmppo:tdfthaTmﬂ.

Sincerely,
The Columbia Borough Planning Commission




cc.

Columlia Bosough Planning Commission

Chardes Douts, West Hempfield Township

Michael Skelley, Lancaster County Plaoning Commission

Robert visnisky, RAV Associates

Michael Warren, Columbia Downtown Development Corporation
Porough File
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