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ENTEREDNELTT

Office of the Seoretnsy
Via Facsimile and First Class Mail MAR 08 2002
Mr. Vernon A Williams ' ﬁ*ubﬁg%gaéﬁm
Secretary .
Surface Transportation Board
Room 700
1925 X Streei, N.'W.

Washington, D.C. 20423

Re:  Riverview Trenton Railroed Company; petition for an exemption from
49 13.8.C. 10901 1 acquire and operate & rail line iv Wayne County, MT;
STB Finance Docket No. 34040

Dear Mr. Williams:
1 write o oppose the petition of Riverview Trenton Railroad Cumpany {RTR) foran

individual exemption in the above matter because of the adverse impact of RTR’s proposed
operation on my adjoining business as well as the communities of Riverview, Trenton aud

- Grosse e, Michigan,

1 am the President of Grosse Tle Bridge Company (GTBC), the immediate (north or op-
river) neighbor of the property on which RTR proposes 1o operate a railroad and develop an
imermodai terminal for rail, road and river traffic. GIBC owns and operates = toll bridge
(Bridge) connecting the residentia] community of Grosse le to the mainland commumities of
Riverview and Trenton, Grosse Be is a 10-1/2 square acre island populated by over 10,800
people (2000 census). Grosse Ile is & bedrooin community from which the great majority of
residents commute off-island to their jobs.

Virtualfy all cemmuters access the mainland by car across one of only two bridges. The
Bridge, which was built by my great-prandfuther and has operated continuously since it opened
in 1913, is depicted in a drawing attached as Exhibit A The Bridge counects the north portion of
Grosse Ile with Riverview. A public bridge maintsined by Wayne Coumnty approximately four
wmiles to the south runs from Grosse e to Trenton. The Bridge is a two-lane, throngh-truss
drawbridge with a 1,008-foot span. Also called s swing bridgs, it can be opened to permit
watcrcrafl to navigate the Detroit River by rotating the span from perpendicular to the tiver to
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parallel. The Bridge operaiea under the jurisdiction: of the United States Coast Guard and
pursiant to federal regulations governing vessel passage on the river. Under penaity ofa
$10,000 fine, GIBC must open the Bridge or demand for commercial vessels, including barges,
These openings can ocour at unexpected times ﬂ‘:rougho‘ft the day and often happen during the
rush hour periods of peak vehicular traffic.

As a business owner and member of the communities affected by the proposed railroad
and intermodal operation, I se¢ significant problems with RTR s plans. K

- RTR’s proposed operation would result in considerable traffic problems. Currently,
vehicular traffic can access the Bridge from the mainland by tuming onto Bridge Road fram
West Jefferson Avenpe (sce Exhibit A). When the Bridge is opensd to permit watercraft to
proceed noxth or south on the Detroit River, backups car occur. Bridge Road provides a queuing
area for mofor vehicles off of the main thoroughfare, 1 e., West Jefferson Avenue, Inan
advertisement placed by RTR in 7he News-Herald, the local newspaper serving Riverview aznd
Trenton, RTR suggests that West Jefferson be relocated along the river, presumebly fo permit
RTR greater access i0 a railrosd right of way. That proposal would prevent quening and instead
create significant backups on West Jefferson Avenue. Curiously, that advertissment (a copy of
which 15 atteched as Exhibit B) was not published in the Jle Camera, the Grosse Te local paper.
More imporiently, the adveriisement describes RTR’s operation (albelt inaceurately) as “Rail
service - NOT ships.” RTR subsequently has admiited it will use barges in its planned operation.

The county bridge is closed from time to time for magintenance and improvemeits. When
that happens, the Bridge is the sole vehicular access to Grosse Tle and daily Bridge crossings ean
triple. The Bridge has a booth at iis center where traffic stops to pay the toll. When GIBC
reseives edequate notice that the county bridge will be closed, it creates a temporery toll plaza on
the maintand side of the Bridge to address the atiendant backups and to minimize the risk of
interference with West Jefferson Avenuve. GIBC has received final site plan approval from the
City of Riverview to construct, at significant expense, 2 permanent toll plaza in the same arca
and plans to place this project for bid. If permitied, RTR"s proposed opsrations could prevent
this much-needed improvement fo the Bridge.

RTR’s propossl will also lead io significant congestion and traffic interruptions. At
present, rail traffic accesses RTR’s facility across a trestle (which is not owned by RTR) at the |
south end of its propexty. The RTR’s use of the at-grede crossing at West Jefferson Averme at
the north end of its property near the emtrance o Bridge Read, however, will resolt in significant
mtecference with road traffic on West Jefferson. The marked inctease in truck raffic to and
from the property will significantly worsen this problem. According fo an Augast 17, 2001




Lsns

: 313 393 7579 BODMAN, LONGLEY
03/08/2002 14:18 FAX 313 399 Le757ass &IB N

GrossE TLE
Mr. Vernon A, Willizns ﬂQM@tM\’Y

STB Finance Dockat No. 32040 RO.Baz24 Groselle MI48138  (734) 6750511
March 7, 2002
Pape3

report prepared by the Southeast Michigan Council of Governinents (2 coalition of local
governments that engage in joint planning and palicy processes regarding issues of planning, -
building, maintaining and re-building the physicel infrastructure-of southeastern Michigan), RTR
has advised that up to 300 trucks per day will be traveling through the areg, i.c., one truck every
two minutes (the reliability of this figare is not certain, and presumabily it could be low).
Moreover, that report also uotes the effects on Jocal roads: “the cost of upgrading roads will be
between $40 and $60 million” notwithstanding “the already poor condition of the region’s
freeways and major roads.” The rail and road congestion will be compounded by the
accompanying increase in river traffic in the form of commereial vessels and barges, Thus,
RTR’s proposed use of trains, trucks and ships or barges trough the area will result in
significant and serious local problems. The comhination of the increased rail, road and river
waffic with RTR’s proposed relocation of West Jefferson Avenue will greatly interfese with the
operation of the Bridge and access o snd from Grosse Te.

GIBC respectfully proposes that these local problerns and thoss raised by others objecting
to RTR’s proposed ratlroad and intermaodal facilify be considered and addressed by the
comnymities that will be directly affected. I agree with the Hon. John D. Dingell’s observation
that there exist many questions regarding the impact of the RTR’s proposal and ask that the
Board deny the RTR’s petition for exemption and petmit a full review by local government of
the RTRs proposed facility. \

Please place this letter and any responses to it into the record.
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Sincerely,
Paul J. Smeke
Enclosures

o6 w/ encl.: Linda MOI'gaII.

J. William Koggel, Jc.
David H. Cobumn
Richard 8. Edelman
Hon Carl M. Levin

- Hon, Jobn D. Dingell
Daniel C. Sullivan
Whallace C. Long
David A. Hirsh
Randa]t A. Pentiuk
Jayson J. Haill
Jonathan M. Broder
Mark J. Zausmer
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'An Open Letter from Riverview Trenton Railread Company ...

Ir bes beem nesrly 2 yws fince Rivarview Teonjon Railmed (RTRR) parchsed b porfian of the famoer McClouth
Stz2] propsty. We have beon woldng At & (1ate-0f-Aeart TRIpartitod faltiny 1o ezt the nseds of sar Tegiols
IRrgset job providers. Onr wall-eenied Immedit plans have haen befors pudlic 3geocios for qmw soma time 30d
Phase I of the project has bosn operaring for several mcnthe.

RTRR would ks to st be wpoord suaighi, becanss acgalive wices have distarted hs true plomre. While RTRR
has workad with responsible {csal efficield. incorporating their'suggestians for fulne developmeny nogalivm
voices bave apread LIBS and FALSE RUMORE. Unsigned flyor have cireulassd dhis falsehoods and sremepred
10 tamish te repumdan of obe companies.

Hore e the facta sbout the fubare of RTRR's developmenr:

* Absolutaly NO TRASH « noss}
* Bolocated Jefferson'Avonue, next fa poriland along the Damu Riven
* Rail serykeo,» NOT ghips.
- Jebu'and vital services, NOW old, idle bufidings,
* $100 Million fvestmen), inaluding axteotion tolulds:p(nf,
« Canilnued deap op of contninatad rverfront land.
A pmdm.redbudwsplu that s viadile sud dimely,

Telow la 2 annaspm! reuderigg-far the fynae of e RTRR initilive. Jt is & work ia progress, Meorponsing 1bo
mueszlenx of stalehalders and we welcoms: mumuﬂ mpur from cltizens reeking # win-win sesult.

Don't be misied by “pie i the shy~ oral bal!ocmﬁ-nm ume)‘as negative vaires incenr on Jistaeting the tat abows
osw proposal RIRR's credibis development offers e oppotunity 1o get invalved with & puszﬂv:. anaineble funre.
Thet i§ sormerhing cur wansporation campsay.can deliver.

Sinzgely,

. Ametd M. Mutuew
‘ Preridsm, Riverview Treston Railrcad

PROPUIAT RIVER DMIQHE'
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Re:  Riverview Trenton Railroad Company; petition for an exemption from
49 U.S.C. 10901 to acquire and operate a rail line in Wayne County, MI;

STB Finance Docket No. 34040

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

T cextify that on this 7th day of March, 2002, I caused copies of the attached support letter
by Paul J. Smoke of the same date in response to the Surface Transportation Board’s February
14, 2002 decision in STB Finance Docket No. 34040 to be served on all parties to those
proceedings, by causing a copy to be delivered to each of the following by first-class mail:

T. William Koegel, Jr.
David H. Coburn
Steptoe & Johuson LLP

1330 Connecticut Avenue, NN'W.

Washington, DC 20036

The Honorable Carl M. Levin
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Daniel C. Sullivan

Sullivan & Hincks

2 West 22nd Street, Suite 350
Qak Brock, I1. 60523

David A. Hirsh
Harkins Cunningham
‘Suite 600

801 Pennsylvania Avenne, N.W.

Washington, DC 20004

Jonathan M. Broder

Conrail

2001 Market Street, 16th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Richard S. Edelman

O’Donnell, Schwartz & Anderson, P.C.
1900 L Street, N.W., Suite 707
‘Washington, DC 20036

The Honorable John D. Dingell
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

‘Wallace C. Long

Howard & Howard, P.C.

39400 Woodward Avenue, Suite 101
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304

Randall A. Pentiuk

Jayson J. Hall

Pentiuk, Couvrenr & Kobiljak, P.C.
Suite 230, Superior Place

20300 Superior Street

Taylor, MI 48180

Mark J. Zausmer

Fink, Zausmer & Kaufman, P.C.
32700 Middlebelt, Suite 150
Farmington Hills, MI 48334

Cle

Charles S. Hegarty Q
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