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~ November 25,2000

Office of the Secretary

Case Control Unit j
STB Finance Docket No. 33407 =~ &+ = . ..

* Surface Transportation Board : 00 1ot 9
1925 K Street, NW ‘

Washington, DC 20423-0001
Attn: Victoria Rutson

Re: DM&E Powder River Basin Expansion Project Draft EIS
Dear Ms Rutson: | |
Background

Desplte what our above stated address seems to indicate; we are residents of the City of
Skyhne—not Mankato. Skyline is contiguous to Mankato; it is an incorporated city. It contains
123 homes and a municipal building. It is 100% residential. It does not have its own post office,
but is served by the Mankato post office. I regard this information as relevant as the focus of this
letter is upon‘what we perceive as the impact upon our home and the City of Skyline if the above
captioned request is granted.

The above captioned request, if granted, will have a devastating impact upon Skyline, and for
reasons that this letter will make clear we are joining an ever increasing group of individuals who
are in opposition both to Alternative M-2 and M-3, and favor Alternative M-1-—M-1 being the
no build alternative.

The railroad trackage contemplated by this request will be built along one of Skyline’s borders.
We are told that it will result in the condemnation of about 15% of our tax base
Comments Concernlng Certam Aspects%%t ﬁé ‘

As you know the above captioned request asks approval to discharge dredged and ﬁll material
into waters and wetlands within the State of Minnesota. Of the 240 acres of wetlands involved,
24 acres could be impacted by the southern by-pass route (M2) in the Mankato area.

Since the M2 route would have a cumulative effect not only on wetlands, but also on fish and
wildlife, aesthetics, and cultural values, we are emphatically opposed to this project. Please look
at the reverse side of this sheet for an article taken from the November 22,2000 issue of The
Free Press for further information on this subject.

We are told that this request contemplates 37 trains a day. Each of these trains would be
approx1mately one mile in length and will have to be powered by a large engine. The length of
these trains is such that it will take each train a significant length of time just to go by our city.
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Just in case the noise and vibration isn’t enough to force our residents to move, we will also have
to contend with the diesel fuel emissions (emissions that are carcmogemc) and the coal dust
(which contalns a certain degree of rad10act1v1ty and is carcmogemc) coming from the trains.

Since thls plan contemplates significant ° cuttlng 1nto the h11151de upon whlch our city is built,
the future of the stability of this hill (and thus the homes thereon) from the standpoint of erosion
: partleularly in view of the severe v1brat10na1 effect of the passing trams comes 1nto serious

: quest1on ;

‘»It’s hard to estlmate what the comblnatlon of anew dose every 40 mlnutes of noise coupled with
significant vibration, and an atmospheric injection of diesel fuel emissions and coal dust might
do to the remalmng 85% of our tax base. It is difficult to imagine how our residents could sell
,thelr homes; it is equally difficult to 1mag1ne how they could remain in their homes.

One way to estlmate this impact would be to try to answer the following question:
Who would like to have their home next to railroad tracks with such traffic?

Just last year we installed a new playground in Skyline at an approximate cost of $35,000—a
cost that would have been much greater except for the volunteer workers who installed it. The
only reason we mention the playground is to underline the fact that Skyline contains quite a
number of children. Our residents are quite concerned about a plan that would result in their

~ children bemg in close proximity with heavily traveled rail tracks. Potential purchasers (if any
= 5;c0uld be found) Would naturally v1ew th1s as another 51gn1ﬁcant negative.

The sub]ect of the curious fallure of Skylme to get notlce

For reasons that are unknown the C1ty of Skylme to tlns date has not received any formal notice
of this request. We did not learn of the details until November 14™. Please look at the reverse
side of this sheet for a photo copy of an article taken from the November 21, 2000 issue of The
Free Press on the subject of Skyline failing to receive notice. You will observe from this article
that not only did we fail to receive notice, but also the maps in the Environmental Impact
Statement are wrong. So even if we had received this impact statement, we still wouldn’t have
realized that the plan called for the condemnation of Skyline property.

The way the matter now stands is that we are supposed to prov1de our response to over 2,000
pages of highly technical material no later than November 28™. Tt would seem unlikely that if
this entire matter becomes a subject of litigation that we will be bound by a deadline date of
November 28, 2000.

We would like to request that the date of our response be revised to be 6 months from the

date of our receipt of accurate data to which we are supposed to respond. We would also
request that you give earnest con51derat10n to the no build alternative.

Chr1stopher and Ruth Faye
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