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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Section of Environmental Analysis

DMA&E Powder River Basin Expansion Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement

COMMENT SHEET
Name: Mr_ Ivan Roettaer s Comments may be submitted today or mailed to:
4 RR1Box 11
Address: ' Elysian, MN 5602§ Office of the Secretary

Case Control Unit
STB Finance Docket No. 33407
Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 DEC -1 2000

Phone: / - 9'0 7 - 2 é 7 - "/7 / 8 Attn: Victoria Rutson

Partof
Public Recorc:

Please provide any comments on the DM&E Powder River Basin Expansion Project Draft EIS.
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» Though there are some - |
- ~concerns, agency favors:
:,‘mu!'glmpdal .trgr)sport@tion’j o
ByTimKrohn s '
Free Press Staff Writer-

MANKATO — The state of Min-. ., |
. nesotaisn’t exactly endorsing the '
Dakota Minnesota & Eastern.
Railroad expansion plan — but. = .
| it’s coming pretty close. . ..ol
. .The.Minnesota ‘Deparjcmept'of o
- Transportation says-itwill sub=
mit information to the federal .
agency that is.deciding the pro-
ject’s future. MnDOT saidithasa -
number of concerns about issues '\
that weren’t addressed when the = -
Surface Transportation Board
issued .its draft Environmental
-Impact Statement last monfh. ;
But MnDO] {ofﬁcials,‘ax;e},c,l.ea_r, o
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they suppo: ‘*'SQ;gql.lp.d;.;\;i;mA}tl‘r,. .

modal transportation. SUCh 85, -

‘railroads;-as part<of. the,state’s

"transportation network.

» “MnDOT.is i the business-of -

- providing more transportation, -
. choices for alL;qf;‘Minqg;S,qtq;!’»» K
“said’ “Al Vogel, dirgctor."m‘ipf S

MnDOT’s - Office 'of :Freight, -

Railroads and Waterways in St. i
Paull, i e e

" He! 'said 'DM&E" provides .a 4
. competitive“}.option' for ship- °
pers, In 1999, more than 30,000. -
"carloads of (:,ommodities'jorig.i- -
nated or terminated.in. Min-
nesota off DM&E trains. ot
. “Losing that option would be. .- ¢
a disservice to those that use it )

“and to Minnesota’s multimodal
trqnqurtat'on ne’qwork,{j Vogel

aid.y e SIS
‘DM&E wants to upgrade line

and build some new line from
the coal fields of Wyoming to
the . Mississippi  River by -
Winona. The line would run
across southern Minnesota,
including - Mankato.. and
Rochester, both of which have
generally opposed the $1.4 bil-
Tinn vroiect. -



