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S Mr. Vernen A. Wilkams, Secrelary e 0

Surface Transpontalion Boand MA\.T_\LRENT
Office of the Secretary MAN‘*& A
Case Controf Unit y

Altn: STB Ex Paste No. 582
1925 K Streel, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Dear Sir

Apps Cantage is a trucking company that js s major user of rail service in the U.S. a‘;nd
Canada. The purpose of this letter is to comment on the Issues to be discussed on March 87,
2000 in Ex Parte 582, .

We encourage the Surface Transportation Board to focus on whether the propased CN-
BNSF combination, or any merger for that matter, is gooad for shippers. The CN-BNSF
combination should be judged on its merils,

Sewvice, not iming, of \he proposed CN-BNSF combination is the cantral issue far our
company. Recent mergers have because of poor.execution not because this is a bad time for
mergess in the rail industry. Accordingly, the Surface Transportation Board should focus an
ensuring that CN-BNSF combination, and any other future mengers, will dsliver service.

We trust that the Surface Transporiation Board has & comprehensive process lo evaluate
Swf rallroad transactions and pratect the public intarast. it showid Taifly evaluate the CN-BNSF
combination according o thal procass.

We do wonder whether the othar railroads opposition to tha use of the Surface
Transporiation Board process is an effort to insulate themselves from competition rather than as

a protection for shippers,
Sincersly, | ' ‘
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