24363 Hunters Lane

Deer Park, IL 60010-6552

February 15, 2008

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street SW

Washington, DC 20423

Attention: Phillis Johnson-Ball

Environmental Filing

STB Finance Docket N. 35087

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball,
I am writing to voice my serious concerns regarding the proposed acquisition of the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Railway by Canadian National Railway.  As someone who lives adjacent to the EJ&E rail line, the increased rail traffic proposed by Canadian National will have a significant negative impact on my family, my neighbors and the overall community.  I will itemize my concerns individually.
1. We live in an area with traffic congestion that has become almost impossible to manage.  No land is available to address the problem, so a large increase in rail traffic will only exacerbate an already difficult situation.  Our school bus, ambulance, business and residential travel will all be affected.  You may know that the Illinois Supreme Court has recently ruled that local government cannot restrict by law the amount of time that rail traffic can block our streets as this is a federal responsibility.  But apparently, no federal regulations address this problem.
2. In terms of safety, a large increase in train traffic in an already congested area undoubtedly escalates the risk of accidents.  There has already been one train / school bus accident in our area (with multiple fatalities) and we are not looking forward to another.  
3. The trains passing through today are very loud, due to the poor condition of the rails.  It sounds like a sledge hammer hitting the rail as each wheel passes by.  In addition, the sounding of horns as they cross intersections is unbearable.  I and my neighbors are awakened nightly by this.  If it increases in frequency there will be physical and economic consequences for many of us.  Such noise would be considered to be a Disturbing the Peace violation if from another source.  Inevitably, lawsuits will follow if this goes through.
4. As a businessman, I am in favor of business development.  However, I’m not as inclined to offer these opportunities to foreign owned businesses when the expansion is at the expense of tax paying U. S. citizens.  I think we should have some rights in this regard.
5. Canadian National is already the most profitable company in the railway industry.  To quote a stock report, “CN is the most profitable of the major railroads, with an operating ratio more than 10 points better than its closest peer.”  I don’t believe that denial of this proposed acquisition will cause them any financial difficulty.  Conversely, it will cause our community a great deal of distress.
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.  I’m sure your decision will be in the interests of our country.
Respectfully,
Vanderheyden, Michael
