
United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

176 Croghan Spur Road, Suite 200
Charleston, South Carolina 29407

December 17, 2014

Mr. William A. Mullins

Baker and Miller PLLC

2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Suite 300

Washington, DC 20037

Re: STB Docket AB-490 (Sub-No. 2X), Railroad Abandonment, Greenville, County,
South Carolina, FWS Log No. 2015-TA-0120

Dear Mr. Mullins:
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FISH A WILDLIFE

SERVICE

On December 11, 2014, the South Carolina Ecological Services Field Office of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service) received your letterdated November 13,2014, regarding the above-
referenced project. Your letter was forwarded to our office for review from the Service's
Regional Office in Atlanta, Georgia. As indicated in your letter, the Greenville County
Economic Development Corporation expects to file a notice of exemption with the Surface
Transportation Board for the abandonment of 3.29 miles of rail line in Greenville, South
Carolina. Included with your letter is an Environmental and Historic Report (E&HR), for the
project and are you seeking our review and comment for consideration by the U.S. Department
of Transportation-Surface Transportation Board.

The information provided does not describe howthe tracks will be physically removed from the
abandoned right of way. The Service is unclear on whether the existing rail line right of way
will be used to access the abandoned tracks or will multiple newaccess points alongthe route be
needed to facilitate track removal. If new access points are needed, impacts to natural resources
must be considered in the E&HR. The existing railroad parallels Laurel Creek and its adjacent
palustrine forested wetlands. Removal or tracks and railroad bridges may increase sedimentation
into Laurel Creek if no appropriate management practices are implemented. We recommend that
you contact the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District for information and guidance
regarding potential wetland impacts and permitting requirements.

The Service's database indicates that no National Parks or National Wildlife Refuges are present
along the route. Federally designated critical habitat is not found with the project corridor,
however several federally protected threatenedand endangered (T&E) species do occur within
Greenville County. Greenville County is known to harbor multiple federally protected plants










