Kyle A. Thomas Kick

993 Bosworthfield Road

Barrington, IL 60010

(847) 304-9827

katkick@hotmail.com
September 29, 2008

Ms. Phillis Johnson-Ball
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Ref: STB Finance Docket No. 35087
Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball,

I am writing to you today to express my strong opposition to Canadian National’s proposed acquisition of the EJ&E rail line through suburban Chicago.  After attending the STB Open House in August, watching the House Transportation Committee hearing on HR 6707 as well as the Presidential Debate, and following the economic events of the past week, I have only solidified my position but for some critically different reasons.  

Prior to the hearing and the current events in our national economy, my objections were based on the obvious impact to the local communities – the dramatic increase in rail traffic, including elevated levels of hazmat materials, being moved through communities that lack the infrastructure to support this level of train traffic all while forcing local taxpayers to fund mitigation costs that are a direct result solely of the transaction.  Allowing CN to add the proposed traffic to the EJ&E would clearly result in:

· Dangerous, even deadly, delays in EMS response times

· Increased accidents on the line which is especially concerning when you consider the number of school children who cross those tracks each day on their way to school either on school buses or on foot

· Dramatic business revenue and property value loss resulting in a substantive loss in tax dollars which support our local schools and services

· Incredible levels of traffic congestion and gridlock on already congested roads causing people to be late for work, teachers unable to begin class because students are stuck on the other side of the train and can’t get to school

· Elevated pollution levels from the cars and trucks sitting idle at the crossings

· Fundamental objections to forcing local taxpayers to fund mitigation that is a direct result of the transaction while reducing their tax basis, both business and property taxes, because of the increased train traffic which has absolutely NO BENEFIT to the local communities

· Concerns about local water supplies given that the towns along the EJ&E cannot access Lake Michigan water in the event of a spill on the line which would poison the shallow aquifer system that the towns rely on for water for years to come (considering CN’s safety record in Canada, this is not a far-fetched concern)

· The far-reaching results of CN creating a high-speed by-pass route through Chicago for the sole purpose of gaining a critical hold on the shipment of goods from Asia.  The resulting impacts are not just to our region but causes job loss, lost revenue, and tax base reduction in other regions as more and more goods are shipped through Port Prince Rupert in Canada rather than through US ports in Long Beach and Seattle.  

However, while watching the House Committee hearing, what became additional concerning was the way in which CN’s acquisition would negatively impact the already existing local planning and previous investment of critical resources in the communities along the EJ&E. There is a crippling impact of this acquisition on the South Shore Commuter Train Line in Indiana, the CREATE program, METRA train lines throughout the Chicago metropolitan area, as well as the STAR line, combined with the local taxpayer dollars that have gone to build police and fire departments, hospitals, schools, and businesses which will all be wasted when these services cannot be properly accessed.  Tremendous time and tax dollars have already been spent to study and create programs and services for the benefit of the local municipalities, the region, and the nation at large, which will all be wasted if CN is allowed to proceed with this purchase.  It leave me with one fundamental question: How is it that one company’s profits is allowed to trump all of the investments of time and resources made by local taxpayers and municipalities, and then add insult to injury by forcing those same taxpayers whose lives and investments are being decimated, to pay paralyzing costs to mitigate the negative impacts which are solely a direct result of the transaction, while the offending company counts its profits?  It defies comprehension.

The events in our economy over the course of the past week have been a frightening reminder of what happens when corporate greed and profits are allowed to go unchecked at the expense of the people of this nation.  The reality is that this purchase of the EJ&E is for the pure profit of Canadian National.  There are NOT long-term local and regional benefits, as CN would like all of us to believe.  The notion of “winner” and “loser” communities has only been perpetuated by CN to focus the argument as one of pitting one suburb against another rather than on the real issue of what is best for the region and the nation as a whole. Even CN itself refuses to guarantee to the supposed “winner” communities that the benefits they will see in the short term will be extended beyond their three-year traffic projections.  They cannot make those promises when they take into account the 88% increase in traffic as estimated by the US Department of Transportation or CN’s own estimates of a ten-fold increase in load capacity after the completion of Phases II and III of Port Prince Rupert.  It won’t be long before the EJ&E is being used to capacity and then the back-fill will be right back on the current lines and those “winner” communities will be losers as well.  This acquisition is not for the betterment of the communities along CN’s existing lines or to alleviate congestion for the benefit of all rail companies in the region or to benefit the people of the region through jobs and revenue or for the people of the United States to get their goods cheaper and faster.  This acquisition is so that Canadian National can sell a shorter delivery time to its customers thus increasing their customer base and move more goods from Asia through Port Prince Rupert through Chicago and beyond, outside of the United States, for the betterment of their bottom line.  It is the purpose of business to sell your product, increase market share, and make more money.  But if there is one thing that we should have learned this week it is that often the corporate bottom line costs the people of our country much more.  When corporate greed goes completely unchecked and we allow the bottom line to be the only thing that matters, it is the lives of everyday, hard-working citizens that are just washed away. 

The truth is that the rail system in this country needs support and a substantial investment in infrastructure.  They provide a vital means of transportation of goods, reduce carbon emissions as freight is redirected off of trucks, free-up congestion on roads, and are often an efficient way to move goods throughout the country and beyond.  Chicago, as the nation’s hub for rail traffic, is broken.  I don’t think anyone would disagree.  But this purchase is not the solution.  Instead, there needs to be a well-funded, long-term, comprehensive, regional and national approach to fixing the problem rather than a single purchase that will derail the existing agreements and plans for that comprehensive approach.  The CREATE project was trying to accomplish this goal and the resources should be put into CREATE rather than into CN’s pockets.  In addition, it is only logical that there needs to be a shift of large amounts of freight traffic out of major metropolitan areas both for the sake of efficiency as well as security.  As stated in the Presidential Debate on Friday, both candidates agree that the greatest threat to American security at this point and in the future is at our ports and transportation systems.  Rail freight is not checked as it enters the United States and hence is not subjected to the stricter safety standards as outlined in the Safe Port Act.  Given these threats, it doesn’t make sense to have 40% of rail freight move through the nation’s third largest city.  There needs to be a more comprehensive plan and greater national investment into infrastructure improvements for rail traffic throughout the United States, one which moves large amounts of potentially dangerous freight out of densely populated urban areas.  Canadian National’s purchase will undermine that goal and does not support the effort to create a safer, more efficient rail system in the United States.

The people of the communities along the EJ&E request that you remember that your decision today will have far reaching consequences for thousands of people today and long into the future.  We can only hope that you will make the right decision and vote against Canadian National’s acquisition in order to keep our communities safe for us and for future generations.
Respectfully yours,

Kyle A. Thomas Kick

