Jayson A. DiModica
2221 N Henderson Rd


Freeport, IL 61032

Phillis Johnson-Ball

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Mrs. Johnson-Ball, 


In regards to the above docket number and the DEIS, I support the purchase of the EJ&E RR by the CN RR for the purpose of improving their delivery of good and services. As a former conductor of the Chicago Central and Pacific RR and Illinois Central RR, who the CN purchased in the late 1990’s, I understand their need for the purchase firsthand. 

There are problems with trying to move freight through the Chicago area due to the number of other carriers and the numerous crossings of those carriers. I traveled from Freeport, IL to Chicago, IL to Harvey, IL on a daily basis. My 120 mile trip from Freeport (Wallace yard) to Chicago (Hawthorne yard) averaged 2-3 hours depending on the consist and load. From Chicago (Hawthorne yard) to Harvey, IL (Markham Yard) the average was 6 hours for 40 miles! This delay and increased time in movement of goods through Chicago is inefficient and cost prohibitive for the all railroads. Allowing the purchase of the EJ&E would make the movement of goods and services provided by the CN RR more efficient and decrease congestion within the Chicago area. 

While I can understand the consequences of increased rail traffic through the towns and cities affected by the purchase, these people need to understand that without railroads, we would see on enormous increase in truck traffic to move our goods. Railroads allow efficient movement of goods while keeping our roads safe and less congested. This country has prospered by the use of railroads throughout our history. Now is no different. Please vote in favor of Canadian National purchasing the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern RR. 
Sincerely, 
Jayson A. DiModica
Please note that I am no longer affiliated with the railroad industry. I am a licensed professional registered nurse in the State of Illinois and Wisconsin and a professional firefighter for the City of Freeport, Il. 

