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TO: Dave Navecky
Surface Transportation Board
395 E. Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001

ATTN: Docket No. FD 35952

Mr. Navecky,

We at Lake County Farm Bureau would like to share our concerns about the proposed Great Lakes Basin railroad.

As a grassroots farm organization, we are concerned about the effects the railroad would have to our communities such as:

LAND USE
· The loss of valuable farmland.
· The railroad will split farmland in half, leaving fields landlocked. 
· Existing irrigation systems in fields will be useless. 
· Farm machinery will have a difficult time maneuvering around the tracks.
· Existing drainage tile will be destroyed leaving drainage problems for farmers, neighborhoods, and communities.  

SAFETY
· Tri-Creek School Corporation serves the largest land area in the state. Added tracks will cross many main roads affecting the safety of bus transportation.  Students will also see a longer bus ride to accommodate stopping for moving trains.
· Increased response time for fire and ambulance services. All fire services in our area are filled with volunteers.  Our community will see delays of firefighters getting to the fire house, and then again delays to the scene.
· Greater potential for train accidents. 
· Derailment resulting in spillage of hazardous chemicals into our air and water.   A hazardous spill affecting the water supply would be detrimental. 



WATER RESOURCES
· Many residents in our communities have wells.  Our only source of drinking water since we are outside of the Lake Michigan Watershed
· The railroad will create a dam across south county interrupting our water flow and natural drainage as our water flows to the Kankakee River.  

We urge the Surface Transportation Board to conduct a full review of the GLB rail project and consider all viewpoints before making a recommendation.


Sincerely, 


Matt Hayden, President
Lake County Farm Bureau
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