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· Environmental Concerns


The following are concerns:

· The moving of construction equipment, railroad ties, rails trucks hauling fill etc. will ruin our roads. Tax payers will be picking up the tab for road repair to township, county and state roads from construction of this railway. The moving of construction equipment, trucks hauling fill etc. will ruin our roads. There is no benefit to the communities the GLBR is constructed in but expense, pollution and property devaluation.

· The Bonfield area was drained for farming by building ditches and laying drainage tile to make land economical to farm. The Bonfield area has a very shallow water table. A hazardous chemical or oil spill would leach into our shallow water table contaminating drinking water forever. Who would supply water to the residents and livestock? Who would pay for the clean-up for this? 
· Salina Township would be cut in half by construction of this railroad. Firefighting and emergency response times would greatly be effected. Trains sometimes a mile in length coming from both directions would add delays. This would cost precious time for saving lives and destruction of property. Again the tax payers and property owners lose. 
· How can a private group of investors take land thru eminent domain from other private business men (farmers) and land owners for the sake of filling their own pockets? Are we in communist Russia?
· Fractured, severed, and divided farms are not economical to farm. Short rows and large equipment makes for uneconomical farming on irregular shaped fields.
· There will be land locked parcels where the construction of this railroad has chopped off the frontage and there is no access to this severed land. Insurance companies will not let farmers cross make shift crossings to gain access to their landlocked parcels because of the danger and liability involved. This will make it impossible to farm or earn income off this land.
· Severed, divided, fractured and landlocked parcels of farmland will drop in value by hundreds of thousands of dollars. The economic damage to farmers and land owners will destroy family farms and businesses.
· Home owners in close proximity will suffer reduction of property value and quality of life. Trains moving at high speeds and frequency will produce both audible and tactile vibrations through the air, soil and water. This would cause physical injury to humans and livestock. These poor people will never be able to sell. Who would buy a home next to a railroad with hazardous cargo and oil bomb cars on its rails?
· School Children/school buses having to cross the multi-track railroad. This would be dangerous and add travel times both too and from school. This would also add more expense to tax payers because more bus routes would be needed to pick up children on each side of the railroad due township road closures.
· Air pollution/soil & water contamination from locomotives and leaking rail cars.
·  Bomb trains carrying Bakken oil, the most explosive oil, will endanger residents, wildlife and the environment.
· The construction of the railroad, dissecting, fracturing and severing farms. This will cause economic harm to farmers and landowners. This will cause ponding on each side of the railroad. Farm tiles will be crushed by the construction of this railroad. Farms that the railroad is constructed on will be rendered uneconomical to farm due to drainage issues and irregular shaped parcels.  Again who suffers, the property owner and farmers?
· The state listed Ornate Box Turtle is found in Kankakee County. Construction of this railroad could adversely affect their survival.
·  The IDNR stated in their EI #23879 that the railroad would greatly affect the Kankakee State Park. One and one-half million people visit the park annually. Relocating campgrounds due to noise and pollution with trains running day and night.   Hunting, fishing and birdwatching will be adversely affected by train traffic noise and vibration. Deer, turkey and dove hunting will be adversely affected due to wildlife leaving due to the noise, vibration and smell of diesel exhaust. Endangered species in the river and in the park will be disrupted, die or leave. State/Federal listed endangered  or threatened Spike, Salamander and Slippershell  Mussels, American Eel, Mudpuppy Salamander, Blanding’s Turtle will be adversely affected  just to name a few and there are many more. Birds will be adversely affected. There are nesting Bald Eagles less than half mile from the proposed crossing of the railroad. Sportsman, hunters, fisherman, kayakers, boaters, hikers, bikers and bird watchers all will be adversely affected by this railroad. There will not be any wildlife to see, the railroad will either kill them off or they’ll leave. The park is a sanctuary for people to get away and enjoy the outdoors .This doesn’t sound like the railroad is for public convenience or necessity.
· The GLBR says it will go under Illinois state highways Route 102 & 113 while crossing the Kankakee River in the Kankakee River State Park. This will create a tunnel or massive trench that heads straight to the river. Any leakage from locomotives, hazardous material or oil from rail cars would drain directly to the river. What about a derailment in this tunnel/ massive trench, everything will drain downhill to the Kankakee River. There might as well be a sign at the entrance of this area that says “Add oil, hazardous materials here”.  Almost every locomotive leaks engine, hydraulic oil or coolant. These locomotives are massive 16 cylinder diesels that are prone to leaks. Just look at a railroad in operation today, check the railroad bed and railroad ties, full of oil stains and fresh oil. This is an environmental disaster waiting to happen. 
· The aesthetic appeal of the Illinois country side will be adversely affected due to construction and operation of this railroad.
· The no build option is the best choice. The construction of this railroad is not in the best interest of public convenience or necessity. This railroad only benefits some wealthy investors.  For these reasons listed above and many more I respectfully request you deny the GLBR a permit to construct or operate.
