September 26, 2008

Phillis Johnson-Ball

STB Finance Docket No. 35087

395 E. Street SW

Washington, DC 20423-0001

Dear Mrs. Johnson-Ball:

I am formally expressing my opposition to the Canadian National Railway acquisition of the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway in northeast Illinois. This acquisition would most negatively impact my family’s and my neighbors’ lives! 

This acquisition will move the rail traffic out of its current location to many suburban communities where the rails run directly through the middle of our communities.  The areas where the current rail traffic passes, are in close proximity to Chicago city proper. This isn’t anything new to them. Most of the folks who live and work along these routes made the choice to do so knowingly. Urban dwellers come to expect this type of thing. I know I used to be one. They choose to tolerate some of the urban congestion because it puts them closer to their jobs, public transportation and cultural amenities. I chose to move my family to the suburbs so I could have a quieter life, less traffic and more open green space where my children can safely run and play. 

Putting this rail traffic in my town (Plainfield) will be an incredible devastation to our community. My property value will continue to decline – and it’s already below what I paid for my home. My property taxes – which are already some of the highest in the nation (yes, I now pay over $12,000 a year in property tax) – will continue to rise to fund the additional public facilities and roadway improvements that will be necessary as a repercussion of this plan. With the ‘economic bailout plan’ looming and our economy quickly diving into the ground, how much are the citizens of this country expected to absorb to fix the problems that other people have gotten themselves into? In this case a Canadian company?  I don’t care about how long it takes them to get to where they are going. It is not my problem. And if they refuse to fund the building of overpasses to avoid crippling my community, then they can continue to do business as they do today, regardless of how cumbersome or cost prohibitive it may be for them. Sure we will end up paying for their inconvenience in the form of higher gas rates, etc. but the cost will be absorbed by all the citizens rather than those who have invested in new schools and beautiful surroundings only to find the investment was a waste of money because a foreign company’s needs have decimated my community. 
Who is going to bail me out when I can’t sell my house and I’m paying for a mortgage that is twice what my home is worth? Who will take care of my neighborhood when the foreclosure rate soars and homeowners no longer can afford to care for their homes and they become run down. Who will protect my children when the school they attend is a mere 100 feet from a major rail/traffic intersection that often carries hazardous materials? 

The only way I see this being a win-win situation is if CN pays an exorbitant amount of money to fund the building of overpasses to allow these communities to continue to run without interruption. You and I both know that will not happen as it would be in the billions of dollars. The idea of owning a home in a bucolic community is being shattered by the poor decisions that our country continues to make.  It is ridiculous. Our country is falling apart at the seams and Proud to be an American is a joke.  

Please vote “NO” to this acquisition. If this goes forward as-is or without major modifications, the political, personal, and economic repercussions will be enormous.

Respectfully,

Giovanni Postacchini

13206 Taylor Street

Plainfield, IL 60585

