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Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time as I may consume,

This bill before us arises out of long-standing concerns of communities along the
routes of the Nation's freight rail system, particularly in cases where there is
dramatic change, where a merger has occurred or is about to occur, and the result
of which will be to change their quality of life.

The period of the Interstate Commerce Commission, from the 1880s until the
Staggers Act of 1980, was a period of regulation necessary in the public interest but
of increasing burdensome regulation that inhibited the productivity of the Nation's
railroads. Many would argue that the result of deregulation was too little
representation of the public interest in our freight rail system.

There are so many instances where the freight railroads have dismissed or been
dismissive of or not paid sufficient attention to the concerns of communities and
people that live along the railroad, the tracks that go through their cities and by
their homes. There are, of course, those cases where some railroads have been
very attentive and very responsive.

But the core problem is that of the Surface Transportation Board. As we looked
into the issues of concerns raised by many communities along class 2 or class 3
railroads, who are about to be absorbed into a larger class 1 railroad, I find
questions of the actions of the Surface Transportation Board defending the public
interest.

This bill will assure that the Surface Transportation Board will have the legal
authority and policy direction it needs to deal with mergers, which have potential to
cause serious safety, environmental and other quality-of-life problems for the
people in the communities along the route of the proposed merger.

The bill does not require the STB, Surface Transportation Board, to approve or
disapprove any particular merger. It is not merger specific. It seeks only to ensure
that when the STB considers mergers, it will have the authority to disapprove any
merger in which the benefits from the merger are outweighed by the adverse
effects on communities or safety.

It will vest in the board authority and give the board direction to fully evaluate
rate crossing safety, hazardous materials transportation safety, public safety, noise,
job losses, adverse economic impact. It will also, and our anticipation is, that the
board will fully evaluate the benefits of a merger. There are clearly, in most of
these mergers, benefits for one community that unfortunately are accompanied by
adverse effects on other communities, or at least perceived adverse effects.



Now, the problem that we found in the course of the hearing and in evaluating
issues leading up to the hearing in the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure is that the action of the board in dealing with mergers of two class 1
railroads are different authorities than are available to the board in evaluating the
proposed merger of a class 1 and a class 2 or class 3 railroad.

This legislation will assure or make it clear that the board has the same authority
to deal with mergers of class 1 with class 2 and class 3 railroads as it does in
mergers of class 1 to other class 1 railroads.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of my time.
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Abercrombie Gilchrest Murtha
Ackerman Gillibrand Nadler
Allen Gohmert Napolitano
Andrews Gonzalez Neal (MA)
Arcuri Gordon Oberstar
Baca Green, Al Obey
Bachmann Green. Gene Olver
Baird Grijalva Ortiz
Baldwin Hall (NY) Pallone
Barrow Hare Pascrell
Bean Harman Pastor
Becerra Hastings (FL) Payne
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Aderholt Franks (AZ) Nunes
Akin Frelinghuysen Paul
Alexander Gallegly Pearce
Altmire Garrett (NJ) Pence
Bachus Gerlach Peterson (MN)
Barrett (SC) Gingrey Petri
Bartlett (MD) Goode Pitts
Barton (TX) Goodlatte “|Platts
Bilirakis Granger Poe
Bishop (UT) Graves Price (GA)
Blackburn Gutierrez Putnam
Boehner Hall (TX) Radanovich
Bonner Hastings (WA) Rahall
Bono Mack Hayes Rehberg
Boozman Heller Reichert
Boren Hensarling Renzi
Boustany Herger Revnolds
Boyda (KS) Hobson Rogers (KY)
Brady (TX) Hoekstra Rogers (MI)
Broun (GA) Hunter Rohrabacher
Brown (SC) Inglis (SC) Ros-Lehtinen
Brown, Corrine Issa Royce
Buchanan Johnson (IL) Ryan (W)
Burgess Johnson, E. B. Sali
Burton (IN) Johnson, Sam Schakowsky
Buyer Jordan Schmidt
Calvert Keller Sensenbrenner
Camp (MI) King (I1A) Sessions
Cannon King (NY) Shadegg
Cantor Kingston Shays
Carter Kirk Shuler
Chabot Kline (MN) Shuster
Chandler Kuhl (NY) Simpson
Clyburn Lamborn Smith (NE)
Coble Latham Smith (TX)
Cole (OK) LaTourette Smith (WA)
Conaway Latta Souder
Costello Lewis (CA) Stearns
Crenshaw Lewis (KY) Stupak
Culberson Linder Sullivan
Davis (KY) Lucas Terry
Davis, David Mack Thornberry
Davis, Lincoln Marchant Tiahrt
Deal (GA) Marshall Tiberi
Dent Matheson Turner
'Dia&B{zlarﬂ L. McCarthy (CA) Upton
Diaz-Balart, M. McCaul (TX) Walbery
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Drake McHenry Walden (OR)
Dreier McKeon Wamp
Duncan McMorris Rodgers Watson
Ehlers Meek (FL) Weldon (FL)
Emanuel Miller (FL) Westmoreland
English (PA) Miller (MI) Whitfield (KY)
Lverett Miller, Gary Wilson (SC)
Fallin Mollohan Wittman (VA)
Feeney Moran (KS) Young (AK)
Flake Musgrave Young (FL)
Fossella Myrick
Foxx / Neugebauer
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Blunt Lynch Tierney
Cubin Murphy, Tim Walsh (NY)
Doolittle Peterson (PA) Weiner
Jefferson Pickering Weller
Kaptur Pryce (OH) Wexler
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