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January 25, 2008

The Honorable Anne K. Qui

Acting Secretary

Surface Transportation Bog

395 E. Street S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20423

Re: §STB Docket No. FI
Grand Trunk Corp
Company

Dear Acting Secretary Quiy

Thank you for the opporty
EJ&E West Company by th
of the Public Works and T
would like {o relate o you
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35087 Canadian National Railway Company and
oration's  Acquisition of Control of the EJAE West

Alan:

nity to cormment on the proposed acquisition of the
e Canadian National Railway Company. As the Chair
ansportation Committee of the Lake County Board, |
my comments on the proposed fransaction and the

scope of the Environmenfﬂnl Impact Statement.

The rerouting of freight traf
of issues. We in Lake Co
efficiently around and thrg
to be o major challenge.
majority of its traffic onto
will be detrimental to some
located south of the Le
reductions in freight traffic)
significant increases. M
negatively impact residen

Your agency's review of
operational changes mu
benefits against the locg
Surface Transportation B¢
Impact Statement (EIS) {a
will result from the acqu
unanswered questions at
analysis of the impact:
component is the

fic on to the EJ&E presents Lake County with a number
inty understand that regionally, moving freight traffic
wgh the City of Chicago is currently and will confinue
We also recognize that the CN's godl of shifting the
the EJ&E may provide benefits to improve freight but

> communities.  While those Lake County communities

ithton intferlock may redlize some benefits due to
those along the EJ&E west of Leithton will experience
y district includes Mundelein where the shift will
lial neighborhoods.

the CN's acquisition of the EJ&E and the resulting
st carefully balance the anficipated transportation
I and regional impacts, We are supportive of the
pard's (STB) decision to require a full Environmental
measure the effect of the operational changes that
isiion.  We understand that there are a myriad of
this point in the process. We believe that a thorough
s coupled with an extensive public involvement
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prudent course of action
proposat, '

The scope of the EIS should
time horizon than the 3 to
much prefer 10 years beyo

includes analysis of at-grag

camying 2,500 vehicles per

projected 2030 traffic levels

LAKE CO DIVISION

lan, Esquire

to pursue prior to making a final decision on this

address the impacts of the acquisition over a longer
5 years beyond STB approval. Lake County would
nd STB approval as the horizon. The scope of the EIS
de crossings involving only those highways currently
day. This threshold should be changed fo analyze
. Similarty, the regionally approved long-range socio-

economic - forecasts shoulg be- employed to analyze anticipated impacts on
land use, population and job growth. The 10-year horizon should also be used to

estimaie future levels of tr

ain traffic, Consideration should also be given to

include some mechanism for tiered miligation beyond the 3 to 5 year

foreseeable future. Such i

ered mitigation should correlate to defined threshold

© levels of rail traffic. Any agccommodations for tiered mitigation will require that

long-term STB oversight is rmg

Lake County also deems |
commuter service on the El
hortheastern lflinois, “Shareg
that will eventually accomn
(STAR Line}. A lot of work b
feasibility of the STAR Line p
service should receive a thg

We understand that there i
is issued on this acquisitio
approval processes and is o

nintained to ensure compliance.

Ll important that the EIS address the issue of future
&E line. The adopled redional fransportation plan for
i Path 2030”7, hos identified the EJ&E as the rail facility
nodate the proposed Suburban Transit Access Route
numerous agencies has taken place fo establish the
roject, We feel that the future of this proposed fransit
rough analysis as part of the EIS process.

s much work to be done before a Record of Decision
n.  Lake County plans to monitor the EIS and STB
repared to assist as may be appropriate.

Very truly yours,
: ‘ - Surlace HToNSpOTTAkon Board
Diana O'Kelly ‘

Chair Public Works and Tran

sportation Commitiee
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