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MS . BILLARD : I am Bonita Dillard,

trustee, village of Park Forest . And I'm

here today to speak on the impact that this

train will have on our community especially

at the western Avenue part .

Right now we have just sold a

shopping center to a developer who is going

to develop it on western Avenue . with the

trains coming down western Avenue, that will

block that center because it's right near it

very close to it .

And as representative -- Jesse

Jackson said and Al Riley and some of our

citizens have already spoken on the subject,

i echo the fact that it will have a harsh

impact on our citizens .

Right now we have a very low economic

situation in Park Forest and our citizen's

taxes, we depend on their property taxes to

help us to continue to provide the services

that we need . That is why western Avenue

being our main thoroughfare for our economic

development, this will have a devastating

impact as well as the school safety, the fire

and police and all that was mentioned with

the others .

And I would like to be sure that in

some way, that the mitigation or whatever
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improvement could be made so it will not

block off or western Avenue. That's all i

have .
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