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Before The Surface Transportation Board

STB Docket Number FD 35952

Great Lakes Basin Transportation, Inc.

Comments by Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation

On Draft Scope of Study

(I): The Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation (WFBF) was organized in 1920 to meet the needs of farmers around the state. Currently, WFBF has 45,737 members. The WFBF is a non-stock cooperative organized under Wisconsin statutes, and is a non-profit organization which has been granted tax exempt status under Section 501 c(5) of the IRS Code. 
(II): WFBF’s comments focus on the potential impacts of the project on individual farmers and farmland in the region. The proposed route of the Great Lakes Basin Transportation (GLBT) rail line in Wisconsin with the 200’ right-of-way would remove over 500 acres of farmland from production. Given this, WFBF suggests that the EIS review includes the following:

What is the impact of dividing fields on a farm by farm basis? How are farmers going to get to their fields? Are they expected drive great distances on public roads? If so, an evaluation of the number of trips with implements of husbandry (IOH) should be analyzed to determine the costs annually for individual farmers and the impact of increase IOH activity of public roads from a safety perspective. In addition, what is the feasibility to install private rail crossings for each farmer to alleviate additional travel of IOH on public roads.
As part of the impact on farmers, the EIS should evaluate both the economic impact of the loss of crop production and any associated environmental issues, such as the impact on individual farmer’s nutrient management plans and soil conservation efforts.

Further, farmers have installed numerous best management practices (BMP) to meet water quality regulations in Wisconsin. These include cattle crossing, machinery crossings, grass waterways, and conservation buffers as some examples. The EIS should evaluate what impact, if any, the proposed rail line will have on these conservation practices.
Water drainage is important to agriculture. Wisconsin law, Wis stats. Chapter 88, deals with the drainage of lands. The EIS should evaluate the proposed rail line for compliance with existing drainage law. Further, the EIS should review what construction practices need to be done to insure proper drainage of agricultural land during both construction phase and post construction, if the project is approved.
In addition to the impact on farmland by the proposed rail line, the EIS should also evaluate the impact on livestock and livestock farms. This includes a review of the impact on animal health from noise, vibrations and dust.
(III): Summary: The WFBF appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Draft Scope of Study for the proposed GLBT project. Our comments are based upon the potential impact to individual famers if the project is approved. Given the highly productive farmland that may be impacted, WFBF requests that the EIS include an additional section for agriculture so issues related to farming can be thoroughly vetted.

Further, WFBF suggests that alternatives to the proposed project be evaluated and considered: including utilizing existing rail lines by upgrading them to meet the needs of the project, reducing the width of the proposed right-of-way, shortening the length of the proposed route by eliminating Wisconsin from the project, and reviewing recommendations made by other parties.

Thank you for your consideration.
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