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The Will County Governmental League which represents 31 communities in Will County has reviewed the Draft Scope of the EIS for the proposed CN purchase of the EJ&E and has several comments on the scope.  First, let us thank you for this opportunity to comment on this important issue for our region.  The WCGL and its member communities understand that while there may be benefits to freight movements throughout the region, there will be many negative impacts in our communities.  Negative impacts that we and our members agree should be mitigated by the CN.  Our member municipalities and their residents should not be expected to shoulder the cost of mitigation in order to maintain their resident’s quality of life.

After considerable review below are listed the WCGL comments on the scope of the Draft EIS:

· The WCGL and our members would like to be able to independently review the impacts that this purchase will have on our communities.  In order to effectively complete the analysis we will need to be able to obtain specific data from CN before the Draft EIS is published.  The WCGL and its members would like the STB to make this type of data available to these municipalities and their supporting agencies.  
· WCGL is concerned that the timeframe of the EIS is too short.  Looking out three to five years is simply not far enough out to demonstrate the true impact of this purchase on our communities.  Will County is one of the fastest growing counties in the Country.  It contains some of the fastest growing cities as well, cities bisected by the EJ&E.  We suggest that the scope be expanded to a further out year such as 2020 or 2030.  Years used by local and regional planners when working on similar analyses of large scale projects and their impacts.  

· WCGL suggests that the threshold of 2,500 vehicles per day ADT for at grade crossings be changed to 2030 projected ADTs as determined by the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP), or, at a minimum, lowered to 2,000 ADT.  As stated previously our area is growing at a rapid pace and this development should not be hindered by this purchase.  

· Air quality analysis should be looked at as a region-wide issue as opposed to the proposed county by county analysis.  Air pollutants travel throughout the region and are stopped by political subdivision.  Setting a threshold of 100 tons per county is simply unacceptable; this must be a region-wide analysis.  
· Finally, when mitigation requirements are finalized there should be STB oversight of those efforts, particularly is there is any tiered mitigation.  This should be done to ensure that these requirements are fulfilled as soon as required under the approval of the purchase.  

The WCGL would again like to thank the STB for allowing us to comment on this important issue.  We would also like to commend the STB on requiring a full EIS for this project as its implications on this region will not just be felt today but for decades to come.  If you have any questions for the WCGL, or, if we can be of any assistance throughout this process please feel free to contact either me or Hugh O’Hara of my staff at 815-722-7280.

Sincerely, 

Steven A. Quigley

Executive Director 

