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Sweeney suggests rail route alternatives

County supervisor suggests
using existing rail lines
By Catherine W, dzerda
cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Rerouting a proposed rail line pro-
posed for eastern Rock County might re-
duce its impact on farmiand and give a
boosttolocal infrastructure, a Rock Coun-
ty Board member said.

Countyboard member Al Sweeneyand
Boone County, Illinois, officials hope to
send a letter to the federal Surface Trans-
portation Board with alternatives to the
controversial rail line
i proposed by the Great
Lakes Basin Transporta-
tion. The line would
start east of Milton and
ran south around Chica-
g0 to La Porte, Indiana.

Supporters say the
new rail line would spur
economic development
and let trains avoid the
congestion in the Chicago rail yards,
which can bog down trains for up to 30
hours.

Opponents say the rail line would gob-
ble up more than 585 acres of farmland,
signiﬁcantlydelayemergencyresponders
and radically alter the community.

The Surface Transportation Board is
taking comments on the proposed proj-
ect until mid-June.

Sweeney, who also serves as chairman
for the Rock River Rail Transit Commis-
sion, said he had talked to Boone County
officials, but they not had come to an
agreement about specific alternative
routes.

The three alternate routes include:

B The Canadian National line that
runs from Waukesha County south to
Mukwonago, Burlington and Silver Lake.
On the northern end, the tracks would
have easy access to the Port of Milwau-
kee. Just south of the state line, the tracks
would turn to pick up Union Pacific lines.
Ornewtrack would gowestand then head
south near Belvidere, Illinois.
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The track would have to be upgraded.

Sweeney said that this would be the
most likely possibility.

B The Iowa, Chicago and Eastern Rail-
road thatruns from Janesville south to Be-
loit.

This track would also have to be up-
graded,

B The rails-to-trails path frorh Madi-
son to Monroe. Sweeney said that al-
though the rails might be gone, the infra-
structure is stilt there.

“My concern is to take eare of the
freight coming out of Rock County”
Sweeney said.

The newly proposed line would be a
“blow through for freight from Canada,”
Sweeney said.

In a draft letter to the Surface Trans-
portation Board, Sweeney recommends
using already existing lines, Not only
would it be more cost effective, but they
would also be more in line with Boone
and Rock counties comprehensive plans.

In Boone County, officials planned for
industrial growth west of Belvidere, A
transload facility, a place where freight is
transferred from one form of transporta-
tion toanother, was proposed by the Irene
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Road/Interstate 90 interchange. From
there, a rail spur to the route south would
be more consistent with Boone County’s
plans, the draft letter says.

Would any of those options be feasi-
ble?

Jim Wilson, president of the Great
LakesBasin Railroad, saidtheyare willing
to look at any options. However, the com-
pany hoped to keep the line away from
major population areas.

“We're trying not to run it through any
communities,” Wilson said.

“We want to have a safety corridor in
caseofaderailment, spill oraleak. Ifthere
isanissue, it's a lot easierto evacuate two
or three families than several thousand
people”

In designing the current proposed
route, they tried to keep the rail line at
least one-quarter to one-half mile from
subdivisions.

Another reason for creating a new line
is to prepare for the future, Wilson said.

A 200-foot easement is planned for
utilities, but Wilson said that they are
“definitely interested” in seeing more
light industry alongside the new railroad.
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