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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
Finding of No Significant Impact for 

Eastern Iowa Industrial Center Railroad Extension Project 
In Davenport and Eldridge, Iowa 

Scott County 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION

The proposed project consists of a new railroad extension, approximately 2.8 miles in length, 
located in southern Eldridge, northern Davenport, and an unincorporated area of Scott County 
Iowa and will provide freight rail service to the Eastern Iowa Industrial Center (EIIC).  The 
proposed alignment begins on Eldridge Line of the Iowa Chicago & Eastern Railroad (IC&E) 
Blackhawk Road crossing, curves to the west through Eldridge Industrial Park and Commercial 
Development, across First Street into agricultural land, turns south through agricultural land, and 
ends at the EIIC.  The proposed project will realign the existing Eldridge Line spur of the IC&E 
located between Blackhawk Road and Trails Road further to the south and will end 
approximately 1200 ft north of Research Parkway in the EIIC in Davenport Iowa.   

COMMENTS AND COORDINATION  

Notification of the availability of the Environmental Assessment was forwarded to federal, state 
and local agencies on March 28, 2008.  Public availability of the document was published in the 
Quad City Times on March 31, 2008.  The review period for the EA expired on April 30, 2008.  
A total of seven comment letters were received on the document.  A copy of each letter is 
attached in Appendix A.  A public hearing was held on this project on April 28, 2008, at the 
Blong Technology Center in the Eastern Iowa Industrial Center in Davenport, Iowa. 

Approximately eight persons attended that April 28, 2008 Public Hearing and in Room 211 of 
the Blong Technology Center in Davenport, Iowa.  The meeting was held in an Open Forum 
Format, allowing hearing attendees time to ask questions and make comments. 

The major issues raised at the hearing and in letters included: 

� Concern over loss of access to land due to the introduction of the railroad 
� A question as to who is responsible for maintaining the Right of Way, in terms of 

mowing and maintaining the ditch profile.   
� A question as to whether a filter strip is needed along the Right of Way in order to keep 

chemicals associated with farming from leaching into the drainage way.   

A copy of the EA was available on the City of Davenport’s website, and copies were also sent to 
Davenport Public Library’s Main Street Branch, Davenport Public Library’s Fairmount Branch, 
and the Eldridge Library.  Letters were received from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resource Conservation Service in Des Moines and in 
Fairfield, Iowa, Surface Transportation Board, Federal Aviation Administration, and a group 
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letter from a group of property owners from which property will be acquired.  A copy of each of 
these letters appears in Appendix A, along with its response, if warranted.

Comments received from the public and agencies will not affect the general location of the 
Preferred Alternative; however all comments will be considered and further evaluated during the 
design phase for feasibility of incorporation into the design.

This FONSI documents compliance with NEPA and all other applicable environmental laws, 
Executive Orders, and related requirements.   

BASIS FOR FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The following human and natural environmental resources were evaluated, in the EA, for effects 
they may incur as a result of the Project: 

� Community Cohesion 
� Relation Potential 
� Churches and Schools 
� Utilities 
� Energy
� Emergency Routes 
� Environmental Justice 
� Construction
� Pedestrians and Bicyclists 
� Wetlands
� Surface Waters 
� Wild and Scenic Rivers 
� Wildlife and Habitat 
� Threatened and Endangered Species 
� Vegetation
� Ecosystem 

� Recreation
� Temporary Impacts 
� Land Use 
� Visual Resources and Aesthetics 
� Transportation
� Public Services 
� Right of Way 
� Archeological and Historic 

Resources
� Farmland 
� Water Quality 
� Floodplain
� Noise
� Regulated Materials 
� Air Quality 

The EA documented the absence of significant impacts associated with the implementation of 
the Preferred Alternative and there have been no changes to the environment in the project 
corridor since the publication of the EA and the time of the public hearing. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH LOCATION APPROVAL

The Airport Layout Plan showing the rail alignment and the Agreement between the City of 
Davenport and the Davenport Airport Commission need to be amended and submitted to the 
Federal Aviation Administration.  The City of Davenport is also required to submit and receive 
approval of a Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration for Objects Affecting Navigable 
Airspace to the FAA.  This is due to the railroad crossing safety zones for two runways at the 
Davenport Municipal Airport. 



 Eastern Iowa Industrial Center Railroad Extension Project 
Cities of Davenport and Eldridge, Scott County, Iowa 

The City of Davenport will need to apply and receive approval for the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System permit through the Iowa Department of Natural Resources for the 
disturbance of more than one acre of land.   

The City of Davenport will need to file for the authority to construct a new rail line with the 
Surface Transportation Board.  The Surface Transportation Board will need adopt the 
Environmental Assessment that has been prepared by the City of Davenport in conjunction with 
the Iowa Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration.   

New Right of Way for this project will be acquired in accordance with the Uniform Relocation 
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Act of 1970, as amended.



 Eastern Iowa Industrial Center Railroad Extension Project 
Cities of Davenport and Eldridge, Scott County, Iowa 

APPENDIX A 

AGENCY COMMENT LETTERS 
And

RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 
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