Phillis Johnson-Ball

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington DC, 20423

Ref:  STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Surface Transportation Board,

I respectfully request the STB to deny CN’s proposed acquisition of EJ&E based on the overall negative environmental impact it would create for communities along the EJ&E.  The proposed mitigation measures as stated in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) are insufficient.  The proposed mitigation is simply patchwork based on short-sighted needs, rather than a robust infrastructure improvement to withstand growth over the long-term.  Furthermore, CN should be mandated to finance the majority of the mitigation using the expected profits they will receive as a result of the acquisition. 
In response to the Draft EIS, I respectfully request further analysis on the following items:

I. Safety and Traffic Impact
· Grade-separation should be mandated for crossings at Route 14, Route 59 and Lake-Cook in Barrington, IL.

II. Socioeconomic Impact

· Home values should be analyzed based on the realities of current market conditions.

· Illiquidity in the housing market will cause values to decline more than under normal circumstances.

· Homeowners’ option to relocate if mitigation measures are inadequate is materially less attractive given the current market conditions.
III. Noise and Vibration
· The threshold levels for noise and vibration should be lowered in residential areas to decrease exposure to residents.
· Precise noise and vibration measurements based on expected train volumes should be taken at each residential area to ensure noise and vibration levels do not exceed the lowered thresholds.
· Mitigation to meet lower noise and vibration threshold levels should be mandated in residential areas.

· The Barrington Quiet Zone should include the crossing at Route 59.

IV.  Monitoring and Enforcement
· It is unclear how mitigation measures will be monitored and enforced.  
· The STB should provide specific guidelines for compliance. 

V. Funding

· Further analysis is needed to assess communities’ ability to fund mitigation.

The communities along the EJ&E will be forever changed if this acquisition is approved.  Therefore, this is a critical time for the STB to thoroughly evaluate the potential impacts, and provide a Final EIS that will stand the test of time.  

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ted Thome
