Brett Spearing
591 Timber Lane

Frankfort, Illinois 60423

September 30, 2008

Ms. Phillis Johnson-Ball
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW

Washington, DC 20423 

RE: STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Proposed Acquisition of the EJ&E Railroad by Canadian National

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball:
I am a resident of Frankfort Illinois, and I formally oppose the proposed Canadian National Railway acquisition of the EJ&E Railroad.  It is my hope that the Surface Transportation Board will more thoroughly look at  the data referenced in the draft EIS.  I believe that much of the data used in the draft EIS is out of date and that new data should be gathered before approving this acquisition that has such a large environmental impact on so many communities.
The data used in the draft EIS
I would ask that for the final EIS the STB would take a closer look at the data being used.  Decisions are being based on this data and I think that some actual readings should be taken from different locations along the line instead of relying on outdated information and methodologies that are called into question by agencies such as the U.S. EPA. 

The noise assessment methodology used is outdated and has been rejected by the U.S. EPA.  Actual readings should be taken.  If you would like you can use my backyard to take your readings.  I can tell you as a homeowner that backs up to the tracks the current trains are loud and the bigger longer CN trains that will begin to run if this acquisition is approved will be even louder.  It is currently at the point where if I am having a conversation within my home and a train passes by I have to stop my conversation because you can’t hear the other person over the train.  I don’t know what decibel level that is, but I know its louder than what the draft EIS is referring to.  A neighbor of mine presented more specifics about this matter of noise directly at a public hearing in Joliet where it was recorded on video.  I would ask that an appropriate amount of due diligence takes place as it relates to this issue of noise and vibration.
I also would like to see the STB take a closer look at the air quality impacts as well as the impact of the increased fuel usage and the effects on climate change in the area.
Another point of concern for me is how the 112 crossings along the line have been looked at.  With only 5 crossing  being reported as being substantially affected grade crossings, I question the data and vehicle counts being used to draw those conclusions.  I would ask that you look more closely at each and every crossing and how this acquisition will impact the crossing both now and in the future, taking into account population growth, train length and the increased volume of train traffic.  What is considered a “major” street should also be looked at more closely.  I know that my feeder street, Aberdeen, is not a major street but it should be considered one when looking at it’s proximity to the tracks and entrance configuration.  Our neighborhood is only serviced by this one road with no other way in or out, and the entrance is only 4 car lengths away from the tracks (Harlem Ave at Aberdeen, Frankfort, IL).  This means that no one will be able to get down the street whenever a train passes.  While this may not weigh heavily in your equation if Aberdeen is considered a minor street, it would weigh more heavily if considered a major street, as it should in my opinion.  Our wait time should also be included in your analysis of wait time at the Harlem crossing even though we will never cross the tracks.  I think when all those factors are taken into account you will agree that this should be considered a crossing that is substantially affected by the proposed acquisition.  Subsequently I ask that all substantially affected crossings require CN to pay for an appropriate crossing solution.
In general I implore the STB to go out and get some actual readings and data before making any final recommendations or approvals.  A 400% increase in train traffic clearly is going to have significant environmental impacts and if outdated or incorrect data is being used, the actual impact and decisions being made will be directly affected.  

Thank you for your time and consideration.  
Sincerely,

Brett Spearing
