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Comments from the
South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control
Environmental Review of Proposed Palmetto Railways Line
[bookmark: _GoBack]October 5, 2017
The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) has received the September 8, 2017 letter from the Surface Transportation Board requesting information related to the environmental review of a proposed Palmetto Railways line in Berkeley County.  Below are comments from DHEC on the proposed project.
The proposed project will likely need the following permits and approvals from DHEC prior to construction.  Other permits or approvals may be needed depending upon project details.
Stormwater Construction Permit
Wetlands 401 Certification
Navigable Waters Permit (likely incorporated into 401 Certification)
Coastal Zone Consistency Certification
Any structures (commercial or residential) that would need to be demolished for this project would be subject to the Asbestos regulations and would need asbestos inspections and appropriate asbestos permits from DHEC.
The proposed railway project does not appear to need a solid waste permit; however, Palmetto Railways, through its consultant (SM&E) has requested approval to use coal combustion residuals (coal ash) in lieu of dirt for the embankment of the railway.  The coal ash is proposed for use primarily in the area where the railway will have to be built 50 feet above the canal.  DHEC understands that Palmetto Railways would like to use coal ash due to the cost and limited amount of fill material in the Charleston area and because there is ample coal ash in the area.  DHEC has conveyed to SM&E that technical information should be submitted to demonstrate that the coal ash will not leach into the groundwater.  DHEC has requested that a workplan with proposed project details be submitted for review and an approval decision.
See attached comments from the DHEC Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management.

SCDHEC OCRM Addendum

This addendum is provided in response to the Surface Transportation Board (STB) letter dated September 8, 2017. SCDHEC’s Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management comments below relate to permits and approvals that will be required for the review of potential project effects on coastal (environmental) resources.

Project Summary:

As stated in the above referenced letter, the planned project will consist of the construction and operation of a 22.70 mile rail line from the Camp Hall Commerce Park to a connection with the existing CSX Transportation rail line immediately north of Santee Cooper’s Cross Generating Station.

Coastal Zone Consistency processes:

The planned project will occur entirely in Berkeley County, which is located within the State’s Coastal Zone and is subject to the enforceable policies contained within the S. C. Coastal Zone Management Program through the Coastal Zone Consistency (CZC) review process. The project is not located in the state defined Critical Area and therefore a Critical Area permit will not be required. The Coastal Zone Consistency review of the S. C. Coastal Zone Management Program (SCCZMP) enforceable policies would be triggered by:

Federal Consistency:

(1) A Federal section 401/404 permit application from Palmetto Railways to the STB/U. S. Army Corps of Engineers pursuant to 15 CFR 930 Subpart D – Consistency of Activities Requiring a Federal License or Permit. The Federal 401/404 permit review generally accounts for broad spectrum environmental effects. The allowable timeframe for a Subpart D review is 180 days from constructive notice (ACOE Public Notice).

State Consistency:

(2) A NPDES Land Disturbance permit application from Palmetto Railways to SCDHEC’s Bureau of Water pursuant to Regulation 72-300 for the treatment of stormwater runoff associated with the project. The timeframe for the review is a goal of 30 days from the date all required information is received.

Reviewable SCCZMP Policies:

As part of the review for consistency for both Federal and State permits, CZC staff will review the following enforceable policies contained within the SCCZMP: (1) Guidelines for All Projects, (2) Transportation (Railways), (3) Activities in Special Resource Areas (Wetlands), (4) Stormwater Management and any other applicable policy that might be required based upon a refinements to the project details. Finally, CZC staff would review for any effects to Geographic Areas of Particular Concern, which consists of Areas of Unique Natural Resource, Activities Dependent on a Coastal Location, and Areas of Special, Historic Archaeological or Cultural Significance. The SCCZMP enforceable policies and GAPC’s can be found at: 

www.scdhec.gov/Agency/RegulationsAndUpdates/LawsAndRegulations/Coastal.




The point of contacts for SCDHEC OCRM for this project will be:

Curtis M. Joyner
Manager, Coastal Zone Consistency Section
SCDHEC OCRM
1362 McMillan Avenue, Suite 400
Charleston, S. C. 29405
843-953-0205
joynercm@dhec.sc.gov

and

Christine Koczera
Project Manager, Coastal Zone Consistency Section
Same address
843-953-0702
kozcerc@dhec.sc.gov
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