Subject: Comments on Canadian National Railway Purchase of E J & E Railway

The only entity which seems to benefit from this transaction is the Canadian National RR.  There might be some advantage to the city of Chicago wherever their trains travel now, but unless some tracks are going to be totally abandoned, it’s a reduction-not elimination of the railway congestion in Chicago.

As to the affected suburbs of Chicago, the negatives are significant.  Specifically:
· Safety/Health

· Hazardous material being transported through the area present a health and well being risk to the many nearby schools and residential communities.  
· The fact that Canadian National says they have a good safety record does not translate to “no risk”.   
· With few multi-grade crossings there is no question that there will be major accidents.

· Idling cars at single grade crossings waste gasoline and increase air pollution

· Emergency vehicle access to both sides of the tracks will be impaired.  

· Noise pollution will certainly increase.  Trains blow their horns at each single level crossing.  

· Traffic congestion 
· Significant growth in population and businesses is occurring on both sides of the tracks.  As a result, traffic in both directions is growing.  
· In at least an 8 mile stretch in Naperville and Plainfield IL, there are no multi-grade crossings at this time and only one in planning. The one in planning did not consider the significantly increased train traffic which in turn will cause many more cars to use this one crossing. 

· Financial

· Warning and evacuation plans in the event of a disaster will have to be developed

· More multi-grade crossings will need to be built

I fail to see why the suburban communities affected should have to incur the risk, significant cost, traffic congestion, and noise so that the Canadian National Railway can make a greater profit. 
 The proposed sale of these tracks to Canadian National should not be allowed.
Stan Mrizek
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